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Jan. 1. 184.5 . ....:..... 'I'm;: . departure of the Dido left 
me sad and lonely, for Keppel had been really my 
companion and friend ; and he so thoroughly entered 
into my views for the suppression of piracy, and 
made them his awo, that I may not expect any 
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1$45. successor to act with the same vigour and the saille 
--- decision. Gallant Didos! I would ask no further 

aid or protection than I receivecJ from you. 
Jan. 4. Jan. 4. _ I had a discussion with l\tr. Hupe, the 

German missionary, regarding the state of morals 
among the Dyak women, which he described as 
comparatively low when judged by the usual 
standard of Asiatic countries. Indeed, he appeared 
to imagine that there was a very imperceptible bar 
to a general freedom of intercourse between the 
opposite sexes, and his statements being $0 much 
opposed to the accounts I had previously received, 
I have since made more particular inquiries on the 
subject. I have now quite satisfied myself of the 
moral code amongst the Sea Dyaks, which are !l 

very large population. There is no strict law to 
bind the conduct of young unmarried people of 
either sex, and parents are more or less indifferent 
on these points, according to their individual ideas 
of right and wrong. It is supposed that every 
young Dyak woman will eventually suit herself 
with a husband, and it is considered no disgrace 
to live on terms of intimacy with the youth of her 
fancy t ill she has the opportunity of selecting a 
suitable helpmate; and, as the unmarried ladies 
attach much importance to bravery, they are al· 
ways desirous of securing the affections of a re
nowned warrior. Lax, however, as this code may 
appear before marriage, it would seem to be suffi
ciently stringent aftct· the matrimollial tie. One 
wife only is allowed, and infidelity is punished 
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by fi ue on both sides- inconstancy on the part 1845. 

of the husband being esteemed equnlly bad as in - -
the female. The breach of the marriage vows, 
however, appears to be infrequent, though they 
ollow that, during the time of war morc licence is 
given. I also understood that the Dyak women 
seldom allowed the approaches of foreigners, or 
even of Malays, but that whenever the crime of 
infidelity was proved, the offender was deprived 
of a portion of his property, and in some cases 
even received personal chastisement from the p0-

pulace. 
Upon the whole, though the standtlrl:l of morality 

is not very high, it carmot be. considered low, and, 
in fact, "is what might be expected amongst an 
agricultural and warlike people; and as the women 
have so decided a preference for tIle mell whose 
bravery and deeds of arms arc notorious, it readily 
accounts for the mass of the populace being ad· 
dicted to war. Looking, then, at the position of 
these unciviliscd and barbarous tribes with a calm 
and impartial view, we can scarcely be surprised at 
their fondness for all warlike pursuits; and it may 
even be doubted whether Europeans might not be 
found who would take the hends of their dead 
enemies to gnin the smiles and embraces of beauty. 

Jan. 13. - I was' thinking of giving here an Jan. 13. 

account of the progress of my llegotiation with 
hcr Majesty's government ; but it will bc better to 
wait until, one way or another, it is brought to a 
conclusion. I t is certain, however, that the go· 

" 
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_'_"_'_._ vernment is extremely cautious, evidently neither 
sufficiently comprehending my reasonings, nor ap
preciating my mot ives; and having many preju
dices to unlearn as to their opinion of' the Malay 
character, which is, it must be confcRscd, very dif
ficult to deal with. I proceed, however, in my 
course ; not indifferent to their ultimate decision, 
dut prepared to assert my OWII imlependence when
ever it becomes necessary, and to convince the ne
gotiators that no job lurks under the surface of 
my propositions ; that money granted by them is 
not my object ; and that I do not wish to part with 
my possessions without clearly being convinced 
that my abdication or relinquishment of these 
rights tend toward the permanent good governmen,t 
of Sarawak. Two things I am peculiarly on my 
guard against : -first, I must not place myself in 
such a position as to shackle my freedom without 
positive assumnce of increased means and power 
to carry out my views ; secondly, I must not ac
cept any appointment without power, for I should 
only in that case become an ineffective tool, and 
my labour, so far as advancing the interests of the 
country generally, would be inoperative. In one 
word, I must have power ; and if power bc not 
bestowed, I had better tr ust to myself t~an to the 
government. 

]f the British government refuse the most mode· 
rate propositions, the fault is not mine, and I must 
follow the course of circumstances, whithersoever 
they may lead; it may be to deat.h. The govern-
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ment seem to require a demonstration upon every 
problem proposed, it caution which mny in it&'If be 
praiseworthy; but thc question is a simple and 
bold one, and the problem can only be demon· 
strated after the result. "Here is a noble island, 
-rich in produce ; you have acquired influence, and 
may acquire more; will you undertake the enter
prise of developing its resources 1" The answer 
is, "'Vhat shall we get 1" "You must be contcnt 
to know its resources, and what you will get must 
depend upon your own conduct and management." 
" What will it cost 1" "The cost depends on 
yourselves, or on the scale on which you act. A 
man·of·wnr will do; 0. man-of-war and steamer 
better; and two or three thousnnd a year in ad· 
dition better still. The vcssels of war cannot be 
said to be any extra cost, and they will be acting 
strictly in conformity with the general object of 
men·of·war: they will be reprcssing piracy, and 
forwarding geographical knowledge." "Spiteof all 
this, yotl must demonstrate to us tIle ultimate ad
vantage." " I must again reply, that the demon
stradon is yet in the bosom of time: no human event 
liable to a thousand contingencies is demonstrable." 
"The fairest prospects may be marred by an ac
cident, by opposition, or by bad conduct of agcnts." 
" Have you positively ascertained the mineral riches 
of the country 1" Again I reply, " That the riches 

. of the country are ascertained, mineral and vege
tablc; the influence to be acquired by conduct with 
small means hns been proved : what would you havc . , 

5 

IS4!i . 
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16<&$. more?" " ' Ve must know whether this coal about 
Borneo is workable?" "Excuse me, gentlemen," 
I say; " do not the general views which I have 
stated include coal and other mineral's, and aU 
examination hitherto has proved the coal to be of 
excellent quality?" I have ncted, however, on the 
general adage, " Hope for the best!" but prepare 
for the worst. If left to my own resources, I 
must become the chief of the Dyaks, and, by my 
infl.uence, prevent mischief on a large scale. A 
gun-boat, twelve good boats with six-pounders and 
musquetry, with 200 Dyak prabus, will be a for
midable force against Borneo itself; and this force 
may be needed, if l\[uda Hassim is beaten in 
Borneo. 

It requires a man of enlarged mind to confide in 
the generosity and disinterestedness of his fcllow
morta,ls, and, pcrha,ps, the very habits a:nd ex
perience of (t minister precludes this confidence, 
unless he has a. very enlarged mind; and if a man 
(minister or other) can read a. character right, and 
trust it whcn read, he would have better service 
from one so trustecl, than from ten half-paid, half
suspected employed officials. Self-esteem whispers 
that it is strange that some minister has not read 
my character so fur only as to know that con
fidence alone will bind me j for I would much 
rather live in poverty, thrioo cleeply steeped, re
tiroo, and neglected, than become an official 
machine to work in a mill without zcnl and 
without interest. I h:wc becn indepcndent nIl my 
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life, and had my own way the greater part of it _ 18~. 

never having thought of earthly mortal's smile or 
favour. I have never mixed with the great, to be 
exalted or depressed by them. I value this kind 
of independence, and shall preserve it ; and it is 
doubtful whether I could now shape myself to 
forms and observanccs without self· infli cting much 
rcal and substant.ial suffering. Should ministers, 
therefore, negative my wishes, as may probably be 
the case, or I should break up our negotiation (as 
I am half-disposed to do), it will be a comfort 
to me, in any and all changes of fortune, to con-
tinue as independent as I now am. H I had 
private mcans, I would scarcely yield my position 
so easily and at so cheap a rate, for J am fully 
sensible of the fame of the man who should open a 
path through Borneo for the civilization of Europe 
to ent.er by. Patience! patience ! 

7 

Jan. 17. - There came a boat from Kaluka, ' J an. 11. 

with pangeran Illudcen, and a gang of the rajah's 
people. Where can they be going? nowhere 
certainly but to commit mischief. I was sorry to 

see them. Wrote a letter to the six chiefs of Sa-
rehas, which, as a curiosity, I copy. 

" The commands of the Tuan Bessl' to the chiefs 
of Sarcbas, viz. Datu Patingi, the Datu Bandar, 
the Datu l stecn Rajah, the Datu Lacksamana, 
Panglima Rajah, and Orang Kaya l)amancha. 

"The 'fuan Bcsar desires to establish a fair 
trade in the SO-rebas country, and therefore orders 
the six Dotus to inquire into and settle justly . , 
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1845. the claims of 'the nakodah Bujang, who complains 
that his goods have been , seized when trading. 
Should this seizure have been made as a retaliation, 
the 'funn Besar desires that the chiefs -will never 
allow such a plea to be used for the disturbance of 
t rade." 

This letter is carried by Lingire. 
N. B. Orang Kuyu Pamancha is a Dyak, and I 

included him, to do him honour, amongst the 
ministers. The story is as follows : _ Nakodah 
Bujong, a Snrcbas man, had some Siriki men in 
his boat. Isteen Rajah, the minister, made a bargain 
fo r, and received the gooJs in question, and then 
refused to pay for them, stating that he had re
ceived an injury from some other Siriki people, 
and therefore retaliated. 

Pangcran llludcen informs me tllat some of the 
inland Dyaks have been making excursions into 
the interior of Igan . He, no doubt, exaggerates the 
evil, for he only knew of one man who had lost his 
life. It appears, however, that the Igan river is 
a large one, and r uns a long way. into the country, 
and the boundary of the Rayans and the Dyaks. 
In the inter ior the rivers of Rejang (or Seriki), 
Igan, Pulo Lasa (or Mat ta) all meet, and hero 
is the boundary of these two distinct .races of 
aborigines ; the upper part of the streams named, 
being separated from that of Lcrct and Sakarran 
by a range of mountains. 

J aa.18. Jan. 18.-Some people informed me, that the 
Rayans do not make paltry excursions for the sake 
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of heads, as do the Sarebas and Snkarmn,. but 1845. 

attack countries on a morc extended scale. This --
would be easier to deal with than the sly, insidious 
attacks of the Dyab. These Kayans of different 
tribes, it must be remembered, have never been 
subdued, nor have they even nominally been subject 
to the rajahs of Borneo. 

Jan. 24. _ On this day I tried a Pontiana man 
for theft, the punishment for which, on fimling llim 
guilty, was cutting off his hand, confonnably with 
the Ondong Ondong, the established law of the 
countl'Y, to which I had bound myself in assuming 
my government. To this, however, I could not 
bring myself to consent; I therefore commuted it 
for three dozen lashes, laid on by the boatswain. 
I believe the effect will be equally good, and not so 
barbarous, and I will endeavour to change the law 
in this respect. 

I am at present involved in a discussion with tIle 
Chinese J..-unsi respecting their yearly revenue. I 
am insisting that it shnn be paid at their new year, 
when it is due: they are begging for dela.y. It is 
evident , however, that they do not now hold the 
tone they did a. year ago; their visions of power 
and independence have faded away, and they 
are become good subjects. I t cannot be doubted 
that a kunsi, with ·the powers these people possess, 
can be of little advan tage to a. new country, com
pared with the independent working of man . 

Sariiwalc, Feb. 17. - This day her Maj esty's ship 
Drivcr arrived, bringing Captain Bethunc, Royal 

J an. 24. 
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1845. Navy, and my friend Wise; find it is not a little re
markable that, at the very moment in which I was 
ruminating upon the probabie . intentions of the 
British Government on my account, I· should re
ceive an official notification from Lord Abcrd~n of 
my appointment as confidential agent in Borneo for 
her Majesty, together with instructions to proceed 
to Brune, the capital, with a letter addresscd to 
the sultan and to Muda Hassim, in reply to their 
application to the British Government for aid in 
the suppression of piracy. The appointment, how
ever, is only temporary, and the instructions from 
the Foreign Office, though highly complimentary, 
afC very guarded, it being quite evident that the 
Government are averse from being in any way 
committed by rash and hasty measures. Nothing 
can be farther from my wish; for jf those I have 
proposed be not thoroughly sound and right, I 
would be the first to abandon them. I have 
this day received from ?rIr. Wise, the sultan of 
Borneo's deed, ceding to myself the district of 
Sarawak in perpetuity. Wc sail immediately for 
Brune. 

l '·cb.25. Feb. 25. Brune, on board II. Jf. S. Driver. - On 
our arrival here yesterday, we found every thing 
in a satisfactory state. Muda Hassirri was in power; 
Pangeran Dsop friendly and quiet; ]3udrudeen, the 
director of all. They were dclighteu to see us, and 
more especially with the presents which we brought. 
From Buurudeen we learnt all particulars of the 
events that hau orrurrcd since my last visi t , when 
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rajah Muda Hassim had. beel} reinstated in his power lS4J. 
and authority. The sultan, imbecile as he is, has 
been apparent ly submissive, but in his heart he is 
mischievous, and entertains a dread that it is Muda. 
Hassim's intention to depose him. I have been 
informed, that he has addressed a private letter to 
Colonel Buttenvort h, request ing my removal from 
Sar-dwak; but this let ter has cer tainly never been 
received; and as Captain Bethune's interpreter has 
a very gay yellow letter, addressed to tbe sultan, 
from a Portuguese clerk in the court at Singapore, 
I suspect that some petty intrigue is being carried 
on . . Pangeran Hassim has also been obedient to 
Muda Hassim, but he is not to be trusted, and 
there is, doubtless, wme dealing' between him and 
Sheriff Osman, of Malludu. lIudu Hassim has 
indeed maintained his authority, and Budrudeen 
assures me, that seven·tenths of the population are 
in his favour. As my mission l'efers more especially 
to piracy, I may here notice Muda Hassim's mea-
sures relative to that subject. Shortly after his 
arrival, he addressed a letter to tbe Illanuns of 
1'ampiisuk, acquainting tbem with tbe' engagement 
with the English to discourage and suppress piracy, 
advising them to desist, and order ing them not to 

visit Borneo,' until he ( lUuda Hassim) was COD-

vinced that they were pirates no longer. This was 
fair and open conduct, but, as will hereafter ap-
pca ... , did not produce the desired effect upon 
those to whom the letter was addressed. 

With reference to present politics I may remark 
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t hat the sultan.is weak and doubtful; pangeran 
Usap, clever, mercantile and adverse,-at least so I 
may reckon; Sheriff Osman is a pirate, positively 
and undoubtedly a p.iratc, direct a'nd indirect. 
These two last are in communication with each 
other, but how intimately I cannot venture to suy. 
This party in Borneo may muster, at prescnt, four
tenths of the inhabitants, and they may gain the sup· 
port of the I llanuns of Tampasuk, and of Sheriff 
Osman. On the other hand is the party of Muda 
Hassim, with u numerous connection and six-tent.hs 
of the population. Borneo, therefore, being thus 
divided within itself, there is no danger of Muda 
Hassim's fall , for jf Sheriff Osman and the other 
pirates were to support pangcrnn Usop, Sarawak 
could as quickly support Muc1a JTassim. One cir
cumstance is to Muda Hassim's disadvantage, 
namely, his being the corrective party, aiming to 
do good. The opposite party are evil workers, 
who can promise plunder as the pricc of success : 
and we all know it is much easier to do evil than 
good; to propel men on a wrong, than ~n a right 
course. 

In this estimate I do not reckon upon English 
assistance, as it may be some t ime before the ar
rangements, at present in contemplation, can be 
brought into play ; but, even with this view, I sec 
no reason to doubt our being the most stable party. 
I have always urged, that, to eradicate piracy, a 
fo rce must be sent to the pirate haunts, to bum 
and dest~·oy their towns. Merely to eruizc is to 
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harass your own men, and to gain but very par
tial and occnsional success; but what pirate would 
venture on his evil course if his home were en
dangercd,_if he be made to feel, in his own person, 
the very ills and miseries he inflicts upon others. 
Of course this retribution must be infl.icted on all 
classes of pirates: on pirates direct, and pirates in
direct; on the aiders and abettors, as well as the 
actual perpetrators; on Sheriff Osman (if it wcre 
n~ssary) u.s well as on the llIanuns ; for the en
couragers of theft, and the receivers of stolen 
goods, knowing them to have been stolen, are to 

be punished in like manner with the thief himself. 
For example, u.s to the effect of this system: Sam
bas was the most piratical and most powerful place 
under Sultan Annas. He was the Host of numerous 
lllunun fleets which made Sambas their rendezvous. 
Sultan Annas was attacked, defca.ted, and deposed; 
the consequence of which has been, that Sambas 
has been a quiet place ever since. But yesterday, 
Sarcbas and Sakarran, with their acknowledged 
receivers and promoters, sent out formidable pirate 
fleets: Keppel attacked them; Sheriff Sahib has 
fled, and the Dyaks arc peaceable. It is true, that, 
to carry out this system, we must have the best 
information, good local knowledge, and a command 
of natives to act us guides and auxiliaries; moving 
forward pace by pace, - crushing the bad, _ en
couraging the well-disposed, - establishing legiti
mate governments, - eradicating the usurpers who 
lmve seized land without right or title. All this 
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is easily to be accomplished, and I apprehend no 
obst.acle to this course. To the eastward of Sa-Ink 
we are, I believe, 'very ignorant, but we know 
that the inhabitants are fierce, numerous and war
like; without question the worst pirates in the Ar
chipelago. The first step is to gain more infor
mation and acquaintance with the ll1annns, and 
the next, if deemed advisable, to attack them with 
a suitable force; but it would be a risk with a 
small force, on our present knowledge, to come in 
contact with them in their own country. 

The loogue between Sheriff Osman and Pangcran 
Usap is undoubtedly of an intimate nature, and 
the measures taken by Mudn Hassim's government 
for the discouragement of piracy, and his acknow
ledged agreement for its suppression, has tightened 
this offensive and defensive league. The danger 
to Borneo arises from his negotiation with us; for 
were Pangeran Usop to invit-e Sheriff Osman to 
Borneo, there is no denying, that conjointly, they 
would endanger the very existence of Muds. Hassim 
and his brothers. Budrudccn seemed to consider 
it possible, nay, not very improbable; but, at any 
rate, it will take time to arrange their measures, 
and we must guard against them. 

The rajahs of UOl'fll.'O have addressed to me the 
following letter, in my public capacity, which I 
conceive will be sufficient to gain protection for 
Borneo, if it docs not enable the authorities to act 
in the offeusive, and at ouce to crush Malludu and 
its pirate gang. 
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"The Sultan Omar Ali Seffcdin and the Muda 
Hassim have received the letter brought by our 
friend; and we beg to inform our friend that, in 
accordance with the appointment of the Queen 
of England, we receive our friend as her Majesty's 
Vakeel in Borneo. We now acquaint our friend 
that we adhere to our former declarations, con
veyed through Captain Sir Edward Belcher i but, 
at the same time, we beg our friend and Captain 
Bethune will take m()aSures, pending the negotia
tion, to protect Borneo from the pirates of Malludu, 
under Sheriff Osman, who is, as we arc well 
infonned, in league with some pangerans of Borneo 
ill·disposed to our government, in consequence 
of our agreement with the English, and of the 
measures we have taken to suppress piracy. 

" We likewise, through our friend as Vakeel, 
beg to convey our continued assurances of friend
ship to the Queen of England, and to express our 
hope that, through her assistance, we shall be 
enabled to set tle the government of Borneo, to 

suppress piracy, and to foster trade for the well
doing of both countries." 

To understand the system of piracy and its 
several ramifications, a brief view must be taken 
of all the piratical tribes and places in this vi· 
cinity. . 

Sarcbas and Sakarran are at prcscnt quiet. I 
do not doubt that the Dyaks, unassisted by :Malays, 
will soon subside into comparatively peaceable 
people. If, at any future time, it becomes neces-
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1845. Bary to punish them, it will be easily done; as the 
Malays, with the aid of a moderate force of Eu
ropeans, will always be glad to act against them, 
'fhe most formidable pirates are the lJIanuns of 
Magindanao. Until we get better information of 
the absolute haunt of these pirates, we must be 
conhmt to cruizc against t.hem, both on our own 
grounds and, occasionally, on theirs, and not by 
any means to attaek them on land with our 
inadequate force. 

The Balanini inhabit a cluster of small islands 
somewhere in the vicinity of Saluk, and are of the 
Bajow, or sea-gipsy tribe - being, no doubt, ori
ginally subject to tIle rajahs of Saluk, At present, 
as far as I can learn, they are not dependent, hut 
they are, probably, encouraged in piracy by some 
of the Saluk rajahs, and find in Saluk a market for 
their slaves and their plunder. The Balanini 
cruize in large prahus, often double-banked, con
taining seventy or eighty men; and to each large 
boat a long and fleet sampan (small boat) is at
tached, which will hold from ten to fifteen men. 
They seldom carry large guns like the Illanuns; 
but, in addition to the usual arms, viz., lelahs 
(small brass guns), swords, spears, stones, &c., 
they usc a long pole with a barbed iron at the end, 
with which, during an engagement or fligh t , they 
hook their enemies. By means of these sampans 
they are enabled to pursue all small boats; and 
they likewise disguise olle or two men i~ various 
ways, whilst the rest lie hid in the bottom of the 
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boat, and thus appI'Qllch and surprise prahus at sea 
and people ashore. By being disguised as Chincse 
fi shermen, they have carr ied off numbers of Chi
llese from the entrances of the Sambas and Pon-

• 

tinna rivers. 
'fhe cruizing grounds of these pirates are very 

extensive. They frequently make the circuit of 
Borneo, proceeding as far as the southward of 
Celebes, and even to Tunga-na, Callantan, and Pa
tani, and of course Jillalo is within their range. 
I t will readily be conceived how harassing to trade 
must be the continued eruizing of the Balanini, 
and more especially to Borneo Proper, which seems 
the chosen field of their operations. The number 
of Borneans yearly taken into slavery is very con
siderable, as a fleet of six or eight boats usually 
takes its station off Labuan, and blockades the city 
of Brunc. These pirates have a saying, " That it is 
difficult to catch fish, but easy to catch a Bornean j" 
and, on the contrary, the Borneans from being ha
rassed by the pirates, call the easterly wind during 
the S. 'Y. monsoon, "The pirate's wind." These 
people commence cruizing on the N. W. coast about 
the middle of March, returning about November. 

The last of tbese piratical tribes of any import
ance, is under Sheriff Osman at Malindu Bay, who 
is a. half-bred ArabI married t-c a. SaIuk rajah's 
daughter. He has no title whatever to the coun
try he has seized, and his great object, I hear, is 
to possess himself by force of all the birds_nests' 
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184:;. caves in that part of the coast, and on Palawan. 
The llIanuns of Tnmpiisuk recognise him for their 
own convenience, and for purposes of plunder; and 
he has probably at Malludu a force of a thousand 
or fifteen hundred men. His town is stated to be 
on the coast, and plenty of guides could be found 
in Borneo to lead a force to the attack of his strong 
hold. 

This Sheriff has to my certain knowledge seized 
and sold into slavery somc twenty British sub
jects wrecked in the ship Sultana, one of whom, an 
Amb, complained bitterly of the indignity offered 
him; stating. that he had been robbed by Osman, 
amongst other things, of no beautiful manuscript 
Koran. He concluded a long string of abuse, by 
Cfl.lling him shaitan, or devil. 

The indirect piracy of this chief is more exten
sive than the direct, for the BaJanini, whenever 
they cruizc, tAke their supplies of food, powder, 
guns, salt, &c., from him; and on their return, pay 
him at the rate of five slaves for every hundred 
rupees' worth of goods. The most detestable part 
of this traffic is, the cold-blooded re·selling of these 
slaves to Pangeran Usop, who demands 200 rupees, 
or more, from their friends in Borneo. ThUB, this 
vile Sheriff, not reckoning the enormous price 
charged on .his goods, in the first instance, gains 
500 per cent. for every slave; and Pangeran Usop 
clears 100 per cent. by the flesh of his olVn 
countrymen, thus becoming, de facto, a party to 
the piracy . 
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I should propose at once to crush this sheriff, 
and as soon afterwards as possible, to attack the 
Balnnini. These two measures, together with a 
little crui zing against the Illanuns, would clear the 
N. W. coast of pirates; and subsequcntly, provided 
the British government made a station at Labuan, 
it would be easy, with our advance of knowledge, 
to punish other pirates' as they cmne under 0111' 

notice, until the Archipelago at large waa entirely 
cleared, and the native character, by long disuse, 
corrected of this too natural propensity. 

~AIarcl, 1. - Visited Budrudeen, Muda Hassim, 
and the sultan, the last of whom was profuse in 
his expressions of regard for the English, and in
quired whether, and at what time, they proposed 
coming to Labuan . We now distributed the pre
sents to the sultan and chiefs, who appeared rnllch 
gratified thcrewith, and the natives were delighted 
as may well be imagined. 

March 2. - I learned from Pangeran Sora (an 
honest man for a Bornean), that since Mud!l. 
Rassim's return, the poorer class had become more 
comfortable in the city; and Williamson heard the 
same from some of the poor thcmselves. This in
fonnation is so far cheering, as it must strengthen 
lIIudn. Hassim'~ government, and be gaU and bit
terness to Pangeran Usop. I attempted, likewise, 
to persuade Budrudeen to a reconciliat·ion with 
Usop, in order to try him in the right path for 
once; but he assured me, that from his in~imate 

"' 

19 

184:;. 

M.o.r<)h 2. 



20 

184ti. 

MR. 13ROOKE'S J OURNAL. [Cn.u. XXII. 

knowledge of t.he man's character, he was quite 
cert.ain, that no conciliation would avail, and that 
his absence from Borneo was indispensable. He 
added, however, that the rajah had tried to COll

ciliate Usap since his return, and had bestowed 
several marks of distinction on him, but aU in vain . 
Usap will have the power in his own hands, and 
will contest the succession to the sultanship, or 
be nothing. He will do this at any price, if 
there be but a chance of success. A word on the 

• successIOn. 
Borneo is, it may be said, divided into white 

roses and red, tne Sultan representing the House of 
York, Mudn Hassim that of Lancaster. The Sultan 
Omar Ali had, amongst others, two sons, viz. Ma
homed Tuzudeeu, and Mahomed Kanzul; the formel' 
of whom being the eldest, succeeded his father 
Omar Ali on the throne, and had one legitimate 
son, J amalul Alum, and, amongst his illegitimate 
sons, Usop, our present adversary. The second 
brother, Mohamed Kanzul Alum, had by his first 
wife, Rajah Api (and Noor Alum), a daughter. By 
his second wife, Muda Hassim and MudaMohamed, 
and by his third wife (an Illanun woman of rank), 
Pangeran l~udl"udeen, P angeran Jelaludeen , and 
Pangeran Ishmael, besides 'which he had some 
dozens of illegitimate children. 

The sultan, Mohamed Tuzudeen, on his son 
Jamalul attaining his manhood, abdicated in his 
favour, and at the same time Jamalul married his 
cousin, Noor Alum. The issue of this marriage 
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was the present sultan, Omar Ali Seffedin, whose 
father died whilst he was yet an infant . On his 
demise, his father, Mahomed T uwdeen , re-ascended 
the t.hrone, and reigned until his death ; when he 
was succeeded by his brother Kanzul Alum, on 
whose demise his eldest son, Rajah Api, succeeded, 
the present Sultan being about twenty-eight years 
of age. Rajah Api had no legitimate children_ 
He reigned but a short time, for, owing to his 
ferocious and su.vage disposition, his violence and 
cruelty, his sister, Noor Alum, who is represented 
as having been a clever woman, raised the suffering 
people against him so effectually, that he was de
posed and put to death. The present sultan, Ornar 
Ali Seffedin, then mounted the throne, and is at 
l)tCsent without legitimate issue, Mudn Hnssim 
being, by every right of descent his successor, as 
his second cousin and his uncle by legitimate 
descent. Pangernn Usop being illegitimate, can 
have no claim to the throne, morc especially as 
he is a younger son, his clder brother Pangeran 
Yakub being still living, but neither so clever nOr 
so ambitious as himself. 

March 3. - Tile object of my present mission 
is to make arrangements, - not committing the 
Government,- for the suppression of piracy and the 
extension of trade. .Certainly the latter is de
pendent on the former in a very great measure, nor 
can we ever hope for any extension of trade whilst 
we allow the ca.rrying vessels to be harassed by 
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pirates. This is the first step towards improved 
commerce, and others equally necessary but of 
slower development, will in time be compassed. 
To make any formal arrangement in the shape of a 
treaty I consider unnecessary at present, for :Muda 
Hassim's government being already pledged to 
forbear from negotiation with other powers, pending 
iiis negotiation with the English to repress piracy and 
to cede Lahuan; and being, moreover, thoroughly 
well disposed and eag(l!' for the alliance, I consider 
any definitive treaty regarding commerce and 
piracy as likely to hamper Her Majesty's Govern
ment without any equivalent advantage. I t must 
be remembered that in any arrangement or treaty 
made, the rajahs of Borneo, however well disposed, 
are without the means of doing anything inde
pendent of British assist-anee. The British must 
do every thing : therefore, "hen we shall exactly 
know what is to be done, it will be the proper 
time to demand what we require from . Borneo. 
All arrangements for the suppression of piracy and 
the extension of commerce will fall a dead letter to 
the ground, unless with some sufficient force we 
are prepared to chastise the pirates; and, by a 
course of consistent measures, and by a gentle and 
bencficial influence with the native governments, 
correct the present wretched state of ·anarchy and 
confusion, give the producer some reward for his 
labour, and, by affording protection to life and pro
perty, opening sources of trade whereof we at 
present know nothing. 
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Marc" 4. _ Walked with Captain Bethune and 1845. 

:\ p.'lrty to the IGangi. to inspect the coal : the dis- March 4. 

tance measured is not above eight hundred yards 
to the first vein, which is ten feet wide, and just 
below the water. The spot I inspected with 
Adams, is about 150 yards further up the stream; 
above which again, we picked up some large lumps 
of coal, proving, that elsewhere, more is to be 
found. 

I have daily visits from the rajah's brothers, the 
purport of which is, to beg to be allowed to return 
to Sarawnk. One or two of them I pity, and would 
assist; but the rest are little wOlth. In the 
evening I visited Muda Hassim, and had an oppor
tunity of talking to him fully about his future 
prospects. I found him, as usual, quite prepared 
to take any steps recommended to him, the only 
danger he appears to apprehend being from Sheriff 
Osman. 

In Oluer to extend our commerce in these seas, 
and more pnrticularly on the N. W. coast of Borneo, 
it is requisi te, 1st. - That the sea. be clear of 
pirates. 2nd. - That the native government 
should be settled, and the poorer and, producing 
classes protected. 3rd. - That the knowledge of 
the interior sjlOuld be extended, and our inter
course with the various tribes more frequent. 
That our commerce may be largely extended is so 
clear, that I shall Dot srop to detail the productions 
of the Island of Borneo, as it will suffice here to 

" 
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state generally, that nll authorities agree in repre
senting it as onc of the richest portions of the globe, 
and its climate, soil, mineral an,d vegetable produc
tions, inferior to t·hose of no other country what
soever. It appears, therefore, that materials for an 
extensive and extended trade exist, and only re
quire development; and that n. numerous popula
tion of Kayans, in the interior, are nt present 
debarred from all intercourse, from the badness of 
Malay governments, and their jealous monopoly of 
the mouths of the various rivers. I need say 
nothing further, for it is a duty which every 
civilized government owes society, to annihilate 
piracy at any cost; and in the Archipelago, should 
a considerable force in future be necessary to 
punish the JUanuns, and the islanders of their 
vicinity, we might act as vigorously with the 
Dutch, whose interest, like our own, is involved in 
this question. 

A port like Labuan and Balamoongnn would, 
beyond doubt, give an impetus to t rade, merely 
from the ft'Cooom from all restrictions which the 
natives would enjoy; and piracy being checked, the 
countries Wllich now lie fallow would, from their 
proximity, be induced to bring their produce into 
market.. This limited extension is of little moment 
compared with the results which must attend 
our using fl. beneficial influence over the native 
governments, for the purposes of affording protec
tion to the poorer classes, insuring safety to the 
trader, and, with out any guarantee, holding out a 
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fai;' proSpect of sucooss to the planter or the miner. 
The slightest acquaintance with the N. W. coast of 
Borneo would prove to any obs:crver, the ease with 
which these object-s might be cffected. The native 
governments are every where faIlen to decay, and 
the capital of Borneo requires protection and 
assistance. 

I am firmly of opinion, that if Labuan he taken 
possession of, European cnpital might with safety 
be employed in the city of Borneo, whether for 
the procuring of coal, or any other speculation; 
it being, of course, understood that the specu
lator should pay to the Bornean Government a. fai r 
sum, for the exclusive, or general privilege of 
working the mineral. By the occupation of this 
island, the English influence over the Government 
of Borneo would be complete. We must maintain 
this ascendcncy by a favourable prestige, as long 
as possible, if not by fear. Our position at Labuan, 
it must be borne in mind, will be different from 
the position we occupied in relation to the native 
princes in Singapore. In the latter case the princes 
were ruined, without means, without followers, and, 
with a paltry and useless territory, they became 
our pcnsioners. In the case of Lnbuan, wc shall 
have an acknowledged indcpendent state in our 
vicinity; and, for the prosperity of our settlement, 
we must maintain our ascendeney to support the 
governmcnt of Mudn Hassim and the sultan. Let 
our influence be of the mildest kind, let us, whilst 
we uphold the legitimate rule by this influence) 
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• 
ameliorate the condition of the native popu1ation ; 
let us pay every proper honour to the native 
princes, convincing them of our entire freedom 
from all selfish views of territorial aggl'andisement 
on the main land, and we shall enjoy so entire a 
confidence, that virtually the coast will be ours 
without the trouble and expense of possession. I 
have impressed it on Pangeran Mudn Hassim, 
and Budrudeen, that the readiest and most direct 
way of obtaining revenue from their various pos
sessions, will be by commuting all their demands 
for a stated yearly sum of money from eacb. 
Heckoning the sums so demanded at the very 
lowest rate (Sarebas and Sakarran excepted, on 
account of their unsettled st-ate), the amount re
ceived from the various rivers between Tanjong 
Datu and Tanjong Barram, would be ten thousand 
dollars_ By this means the legitimate governments 
would become the protectors, rather than the op
pressors of their dependencies, and insure them 
from the exactions of the worthless pangerans, 
who now devour them ; and, as these dependencies 
become flourishing, the revenues of the rajahs 
would increase. By this means, likewise, a tone 
would be given to the native mind ; the people at 
large would, on the payment of a specific sum, 
have a right to resist any extra dem'ands, and 
the very exercise of this right would strengthen 
their minds and teaeh them the first rudiments of 
freedom, 

Jf Lahllan were English, if Muda Hassim's 
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government were established fi rmly, t here is no 
reason why these measures should not be com
menced at once; and I am assured we shall have 
the hCfirty co.-operation of the Bornenn government. 
Since tIle advent of Europeans in the Archipelago, 
the tendency of the Polynesian governments has 
been to decay. Hcre the experiment may be fairly 
tried, on the smallest scale of expense, whether u. 
beneficial European influence may not reanimate a 
falling state, and at the same time extend our own 
commerce. We are here devoid of the stimulus 
which has urged us on to conquest in I ndia. We 
take n small station near an un-warlike and friendly 
people, nnd we aim at the development of native 
countries, through native agency. ]f this tendency 
to decay and extinction be inevitable, if this 
approximation of European policy to native 
government should be unable to arrest the fall of 
the Bomean dyna-sty, yet we shall retrieve a pcople, 
already habituated to EuropCIln habits and man
ners, industrious interior races; and, if it became 
necessnry, a colony gradually formed, and ready to 
our hand in a rich and fertile country. We shall 
have a post, in time of war, highly advantageous, 
as commanding a f:wournble position relative to 
China. We &hall extend our commerce; we shall 
suppress piracy, and prevent the present iLnd the 
prospective advantages from falling into other 
hands. Nor will the expense of doing all this be 
great. 

l awn that this developemcnt of the natives 
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through their own exertions, is a lwbby of mine: 
if it succeed, it would be noblydone,-a pure spot 
in the troubled occan of colonial politics; but if it 
fail, and filiI it may, we shan have littlo to reproach 
ourselves with; for it may truly be affirmed, that 
under no circumstances could the condition of the 
north-west coast be worse than it was four years 
ago. 

A word now on Sarawak. 
:My experience there certainly justifies the views 

I have taken relo.tivc to the other rivers. Perhaps 
four years ago, no count,ry could be more wretched 
or more oppressecl, whereas, now, it is the happiest 
and most flourishing province in Borneo. The 
Dyaks nre an industrious race, and as they increase 
und multiply, I sec no reason to doubt, that Sara
wak will become a considerable rice producing 
country. Other points may yield profits, but 
European capital will be requisite for a full de
velopment of the resources. Whether the posses
sion of Labuan, and the general adopt.ion of 
measures for the extension of trade, as I have 
mcntioned, will give sufficient security to capitalists 
to embark at Sal'u-wak, is doubtful. It may pro· 
bably do so, but at any rate, if the people be 
happy, I may fairly calculate, that t ime and good 
government will have their full effect, and that the 
fruit, gradually ripened, will be preferablc to any 
of hot-house growth. 

]n thus running over the heaus of the subject, I 
IIlJ.\'e not alluded to ally distant countries. IVe 
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must know them first: we must be intimate and 
cultivate an English party, but the same poliey 
that has succeeded in Borneo must sueeeed else
where, if pursued with temper and patience. The 
gcneral principle ought to be, to foster and en
courage old cstablished governments, such as Bor
neo and Suluk, provided they will in sincerity 
abandon piracy and assist in its suppl'ession; but 
at the same time, by watchful surcl'vision, to 
convince ourselves of the fact, and keep them in 
the r ight path; for all treaties with tbese native 
states (and we have had many) are but so much 
waste paper, unless we sec them cnrried into ex
ecut.ion, Any state distinctly fostering and har_ 

. bam'ing pirates should be punished, and all new 
authorities, sheriffs, and the like, who have seized 
territories and formed a nucleus for piracy thereon, 
should at once be attacked and expelled. 

March 5. - More searching for coal, but unsuc
cessful, though there is no doubt it is to be found 
on other spots. 

Received intelligence from Malludu: Sheriff' 
Osman llus fortified himself, and is prepared to 
resist the threatened attack of the English; and re
port further states, that if the British squadron do 
not attack hi"1-, he will, at all events, assault 
Brune for having entered into a treaty with us. 
Throwing aside all speculative points, OUI' first en
deavour must be to crush the Sheriff, Or at any 
rate to protect the capital. 

I learned, likewise, that last year, when we 
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_,,_,_,,_ pas:;ed in the Samlirang and Phlegetholl, three pi
rate prahus saw us, as they lay concealed under Pula 
Gaya; this proves, that merely passing along the 
coast is of no use, and that, to act efficiently against 
pirate prahus, we must poke into 'every nook and 

• corner. 
I have only now to mention the third means for 

the extension of commerce. Our intercourse with 
the natives of the interior should be frequent and 
intimate. These people arc represented as nu
merous, hospitable and inuustrious; and a fri'cndly 
intercourse would develop the resources of the in
interior, draw its produce to our markets, gradually 
tend to the enlightenment of the wild tribes, and 
check their propensity for war. This intercourse, 
however, must be carefully and prudently intro
duced, and gradually advanced, until those wild 
tribes are conversant, in some degree, with 
European manners and habits, for to bring them 
suddenly into contact with the ordinary run of 
ignorant and violent Europeans, would produce 
bloodshed in a month. 

Nothing is more difficult, nothing requires more 
temper, more prudence, or more patience, than 
establishing and maintaining a good understanding 
between ignorant civilized men and ignorant savages. 
In the case of 13orneo, however, it is by no means 
necessary, that these two classes should, for . a long 
time to come, be in contact., as they are' in New 
Zealand. There is lit~le danger that the natives 
will wither before the approach of the white mml. 
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Here, we want not their land, but their produce; 18M;. 

and we desire to become their benefactors by ever - -
so slow and gradual means. Surely it is possible 
that the Europeans can, for once, benefit the na~ 
tives; surely it is possible, that a limited inter-
course may be mutually ndvllntageous. 

Marcil 10. Labuan.-We left Brune, and crossed 
over to this anchorage. On the 7th, Budrudeen 
accompanied us to the Mourra, and took leave of us 
with regret. 

1111'. Brooke's J ournlll is silent as to his proceed
ings between the above date (the 10th of March) 
and the 21st of May, when he again returned to 
Brune. I gather, however, from his private letters 
to England at this period, that after remaining 
a few days at Labuan , he returned to Snrawak, 
and, finding all going on well in that quarter, 
proceeded to Singapore, for the purpose of consult
ing the Commander.in·chief, and of laying before 
him the lamentable state of the northern const 
of Borneo, in consequence of the hostile attitude 
assumed by the pirate chief of Malludu, SherUf 
Osman; who Dad threatened, with an overwhelming 
force to attack Brune, for having entered into a 
treaty with G)'eat Britain for the suppression of 
piracy and slavery. 

Mr. Brooke remained a fortnight at Singapore,and 

March 10. 

Cnpt&in ' 
:MundJ'. 
Nar,."t.i~c. 
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1845. ' then returned to Brune, touching agnin at Sarawak 
on his way; and it will be seen by the extracts 
which now follow from his own J ournal, that 
Rear Admiral Sir Thomas Cochrane notified his 
intent ion ofvisiting the Borneo coast with his squa· 
drOll whenever his other dutics would permit; 
a resolution which, considering the dangerous na
ture of the coast, in its then unsurveyed state, 
bespoke at once the nerve and character of our 
Commander-in-chief. 

May 21. 
Mr. 
Rrookc'& 
Journal. 

},{ay 21. Brune. - Just returned to this city, 
in the Phlegethon steamer, from Singapore, where 
I had made a longer stay than I had either wished 
or intended. 

Whilst at Singapore, I had several interviews 
with Sir Thomas Cochrane, the result of which 
leaves no doubt in my mind that he will attack 
Malludu, provided we return to Singapore in time 
to meet him. In Borneo I find every thing retro
grading. For two years our supporters 'have been 
living .upon hope. They sec us come and go 
wit.hout any good resulting, without receiving any 
assurance of a speedy conclusion to our negotia" 
tion. 1Ve neither support their government, nor 
do we attack the pirates, who threaten the very 
existence of Borneo, defying the power of the 
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British. Is it, then, surprising, that our party _ '_"_'_"_ 
hesitates, trembles, and doubts our abili ty or our 
will to assist them? Is it surprising that Pangeran 
Usop disbelieves our power to support, and is 
enabled to shake the public mind? Is it surprising 
that Sheriff Osman laughs at our beards, and de-
fies us? Will it be surprising if he attacks, and, 
with Usop's aid, takes Brune? Y ct how dcep will 
be the shame and the disgrace ! Budrudeen says 
he knows not the day when his own life and the 
rajah's may not be sacrificed. I tremble with in-
ward rage; it preys upon my mind, it affects my 
body, it paralyses my energy, to be the tool and 
the participator of such mistaken policy. Delay is 
our ruin; no one has got a single discretionary 
power to act, to protect, or to save. Add to all, 
we are put into an inefficient steamer, manned 
with a weak crew of wretched blaeks, and obliged to 
crawl from place to place, wit.h inrervals of ten or 
twelve days, for wood-cutting at each place; and 
which vessel would certainly fall a prey to a fleet 
of JIIanuns should she chance to meet them, for 
of her crew there are not five men who have ever 
seen n. large gun fired. During our absence, tbe 
Amerienn frigate, Const-itution, touched here, and 
in an interview with the sultan and rajahs, its 
commnnder requestcd ·ft. treaty of all iance between 
the United Stntes and Borneo, the articles of 
which were as follows : -

1st. Protection to the Brune government;_ 
vOL. II. D 
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1846. 2nd. The sole r ight of working coal to Americans; 
_ 31"d. A monopoly of the traJe. This is the na
tive account. The third artiele is probablyexagge
rated, or misunderstood. Had it been a common 
rigllt of t rade with other nations, no objections 
could have been made to the proposo.l. The Arne· 
ricans act, while the English arc deliberating about 
st raws. 

Aug. 8. A ugust 8, 1845. _ Entrance of Borneo river. 
I am now anchored off Borneo Propel' with seven 

vessels, and an eighth is hourly expected. Our 
friends, of course, arc delighted. Sir Thomas 
Cochrnne is inclined to act (God bless him), and 
considers the circumstance of pangeran Usap's de
taining two British subjects after the ngleement 
entered into with Sir Edward Belcher, u.s sufficient. 
warrant fo r punishing that gentleman. I think so 
too, but then comes the difficulty of doing it cffec· 
tually, and in such a way as Ilot to involve others 
for his crimes; but this is not easy, because the 
admiral can stay but a few days, and though he 
has power to destroy, he cannot advance the general 
good and thc general policy without pacifying and 
encouraging, as well as destroying. To seize Usop 
is difficult; to frighten him away very easy: but 
when. we have retired, the demon returns with 
other demons. The snake is scotched, but not 
destroyed. It is not easy with such a force to be 
moderate, and with Sir Thomas Cochrane's other 
dutics and engagements, it is probably impossible 
for him to devote any length of time to this coast: 
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yet moderation and t ime are the keystone of our 1845. 

policy; and if Malludu be destroyed, and a brig left 
here to support our friends, and to drive' Usop 
away should he attempt to return, we could afford 
to be moderate, and not to spill blood. I feel 
myself very reluctant to accede to any propositions 
which aim at Usop's death, and I will try to save 
him in the coming events, unless I be thoroughly 
satisfied that his living endangers the life of Bud
rudeen. 

Sir Thomas seems inclined to severe measures, 
but he is so rensonable and willing to listen, that I 
hope for the best. )f the meeting to-morrow with 
the sultan be judiciously and skilfully conducted, 
no doubt all will be well. 

Augu.st 9. _ The interview. The th~ steamers Aug.D. 

and a large body of seamen and marines proceeded 
up the river to the city; on approaching which, 
.Muda Hassim met the admiral, and entered his 
barge. The sultan received him at the shore. 
The three chiefs advanced to the hall of audience 
where, seated on the dais, the admiral being in the 
centre, they proceeded to the business of the day; 
compliments were passed, and fine speeches made 
on both sides, the admiral assuring the sultan that 
he had come . to offer him every assistance to 
suppress his piratica1 enemies without, and to 
punish any turbulent men who in Brune troubled 
his government. The sultan was much obliged, 
looked pallid, and trembled. Then came the crash 
of the band, the rn.ttl ing of the marines' firms ; the 

0' 
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11145. risc, the embrace, the descent., and the return to the 
Pluto. What touched my heart at the close of the 
audience was pangcran Usop seizing my hand from 
behind. POOl' devil, I pity him; but measures 
must" advance, aud he has deserved his fate, what

ever it may be. 
The admiral took this occasion to demand repa

ration for the seizure and confinement of two 
British subjects, contrary to the sultan's agreement 
with the British Government. The sultan's reply 
was evasive and timid, laying the blame upon Usop, 
and expressing his willingness that the admiral 
should punish him. Ris Highness, however, con· 
sented to this step with reluctance, from fear of 
Usap, who, well iuformed, gathered together his 
followers, and prepared his guns, but what can he", 
do, opposed to three steamers. Between ten and 
eleven, being at the rajah's, we received information 
that it was probable or possible that U sop would 
attack during. the night. Incredulous myself, I 
thought it right, however, to let the admiral know, 
and our party at the embassy, viz. Captains Talbot 
of H. M. S. Vestal, and Bethune. Williamson and 
myself were reinforced by a small party of marines 
and a boat's crew. Having seen the admiral, and 
arrang.ed that whatever might occur, no firing was 
to take place, I returned to rest, and, throwing 
myself on my mat, soon fell into a sound sleep, 
after a day divided between ceremonials and bu
siness, whieh mingled, like two liquids, the lighter 
floating at the top . 
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AUflust 11. - Usop has fleJ, having sustained in _ '_' _"_"_ 
his house several shots fr(lm the Vixen. Twenty Aug. II. 
guns have been taken and presented to the sult-an 
and rajah by the admiral, who retained two for 
the purpose of remunerating the British detcnus. 

August 12. - This morning I visited the sultan 
in company with :Muda Hassim, and tried to soothe 
his mind, and at the same time to show him, that 
his best and only course is to hold by his treaty 
with us, and to work with l\f uda Hassim and Bud-
rudeen. He is, however, such an imbecile, it is 
impossible to make more than a momentnry im-
pression upon him. My npprcllensions for the 
sta te of Borneo, on the ndmiml's departure, were 
eased by Budrudeen telling me, that Usop had 
already been endeavouring to (lpen negotiations 
with him. I advised, strongly, that they should 
attempt a sinccre reconciliation with him, or at any 
ratc pateh up a truce. I t is the only course for 
us to follow, but again and again I deplore, that 
the protection of a brig is not, or cannot, be 

" given. 
August 20. - Yesterday Shcriff Osman was 

attacked at Malludu; his strong fort captured and 
himself defeated, with great loss, and driven into 
the hills by Cnptain Talbot, of the Y cstaI. 

August 31. - Started for Brune, and on my way 
received the news, that two days after Sir Thomas 
Cochrane's departure from the city, pangcran Usop 
had attacked it in force, but had been defeated by 
Budrudeen, who pursued him into t11C country, and . , 

Aug. 12. 

Aug. 20. 

Aug. 31. 
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ornaments taken from pangernn Usop. The sul- 1846. 

tan llaving charge of these poor creatures, and 
finding that they were possessed of some property, 
was seized with his usual desire of appropriating it 
to himself, so, partly by fraud, and partly by force, 
he had, upon our arrival, made himself master of 
all t.he women had in the world, and was subse
quently loud in his own praise for giv~ng them 
food and clothing. 

I have long known this man to be unfit to reign, 
for truly, as the Singapore Free Press remarked, 
" He has the head of an idiot, and the heart of a 
pirate;" but his time draws to a close, and from the 
first, [ have never lost sight of the advisability of 
deposing him, and substituting Muda Hassim in his 
place. The time, however, is not yet ripe. Brune 
requires repose, and there are, or may be, preju
dices and objections to the step in England. How
ever, some day, if events follow their present course, 
he will cease to be sultan. 

September 3. _ 1 have only to mention, that bc- Sept. 3. 

fore my departure from Brune, after a most un
pleasant stay of three days, I proposed to Budrudcen 
to allow me to buy the life revenue of Sarawak for 
7000 dollars, and the rajah being one year in ad-
vance, makes 'the sum 8000 dollars. 1 do this, not 
only that I may advantage and ease my own 
affairs, but to give them such a sum as will help to 
consolidate their power; for in Borneo, 7000 
dollars., wcll laid out by a great man in authority, 
would yield large returns, and they might live on 

"' 
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"' 
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this money whilst some arrangements were made for 
the payment of their revenue from their numerous 
possessions. Thus, it appea~ the arrangement 
would assist both parties, at least I know it would 
benefit me, and I think that I have meri~d this, or 
any other favour at their hands. 

To-morrow I sail for Sarawak, where, I trust, I 
may enjoy, a month or two's repose . 

• 

• 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

Il r,TU IlN TO UIlAWAK. -lllPIlOVE)fE:'T OF Tfn; !)"I.·AK POPULA

T10)(. - T m :m llANI'm I\S AND CUSTOlIS.-CUIlIOUS Ct:RlmONY. 

- DANCES._CAIU<S Of C OVE I\NMENT. _ TItEAT r W ITH BA NDAI< 

CASS llI. _ SAIU:;IlA ~ A:t;D SA lI.AUAA:. l'IHACIES. _ ROllBEIlY 0 1.' 

O:'E OF TilE ENOL1SII 1l0USES,- QUARllEI.S AlIONQ THE SAK

AIIRAN S. - INTEItVIEW WI TH AB.-L.'>G KAl'I. _ BAD ST'&'TE OF 

N.&.TIVE OOVEI\:t;llENT. - SCAItCITY OF ruCI>, _ INCREASni:G 

TILI.Dt:. - CIIAitACTER 0 " OCR MAKOTA. _ I.'>TEIlVIEW W1'1"" 

T illS CIIIltF. -CONTRACT llETWEEY lI UDA 1IAS$1}l AND TnE 

CIIL'> KSP _ _ IN FLUE..,>CE OF Tn E CELES"I"IA LS IN TU E I SLA.'fD. _ 

AItRlVAL Oli' TilE " JULIA" MOll SiNGAPOItE.-COlU'U :TION OF 

NF.GOTIATIONS WlTII TDE LINGA CDlE FS._P()LlT1CS Oi' TII& 

PlRAT.tS.-J"UTURE REGI>NEnATiON OF TilE LA.'>D. - EXl'E DI 
TION AGAINST TIU: PIRATES. _ PREPARAT IONS FOR TUX EX _ 

PEDI'I'IO:l.". _ AIUliVAL OF STRAISGCI\5._A (li;l\""fLEllA..'> FOXO 0 .' 
POULTRY. _ VISIT F IlO)! A DI!;(;UlSED l 'IlINCE. _ ilEAVTIFUI. 
PI.ANT. 

I RESUME my Journals at Sariiwak on Monday the 
29th of September, 1845. Bethune, my excel
lent colleaglle, has departed, and I am once more 
living quietly alonc in my mansion, and daily dis
pensing arrears of j ustice, which had accumulated 
during my wanderings. The confidence of the 
natives in mc, personally is astonishing, and in truth 
it renders it a quei!! tion in my own mind how far 
wise and politic it will be to remove myself from 
hcnce. 

I find the Dyaks tract·able and quiet , and daily 
improving in prosperity, and I have lately had. 
much fur ther opportunity of not ing down theip 
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1845. various customs, most of which are harmless and 
inoffensive, though ridiculous and absurd. White 
cloth, I find, is a mark of cold weather or pros
perity. The killing of the fowl after\vavin&" it above 
the paddy (rice in husk), and the riec measures; 
the mixing of the blood with kuning, 0. yellow root., 
and water; and immersing the women's neeklaccs, 
and then waving them over their heads; touching 
the heads of the children with the chnrmed mixture, 
I have, I think, glanced at before. When I seat 
myself on the mat, one by onc they come forward, 
snd tie little bells on my arm j a young cocoa-nut 
is brought, into which 1 am requested to spit. 
The white fowl is presented. I rise and wave it, 
and say,-" May good luck attend the Dyaks; may 
their crops be plentiful ; may their fruits ripen in 
due season; may male children be born; may rice 
be stored in their houses; may wild ho~ be killed 
in the jungle ; may they have Sijok Dingin or cold 
wcather." 

This exhort.ation over the dance hegins; men 
and women advance, take my hand, stroke their 
own faces, utter a willi, indescribable shriek, and 
begin a slow and monotonous twisting wriggling 
movement, with arms extended, the measure being 
occasionally somewhat faster when tIle old ladies 
feci inclined to indulge in a jump. W~cn this 
occurs the music gradually becomes more furious 
and the dance proponionatelyanimated; then may 
be seen a shy boy or girl stealthily mixing in the 
crowd, and perhaps some proull mamma will bring 
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hel' little child of six or seven, and pu~ her into the 
circle, and the tiny creature will move her tiny 
hands in unison to the music. At Rapnng on my 
late excursion, the wife of the Orang Kaya, who 
was very pretty, and danced exceedingly well, 
insisted upon exhibiting herself before Bethune and 
myself, and by this little piece of vanity greatly 
disturbed the economy of the Jance. This being 
observed and complained of by the other performers, 
the Head Man (at oncc the chief and the lIliISter of 
the ceremonies) SiLid in a loud tone, addressing her 
by name:-" Why don't you dance fair? T here 
you are dancing before {the Great Man, and the 
Great :MaD can sec no one but you." 

Besides the above-named customs of these inte
resting tribes, they wash my hands and my feet, 
and afterwards with the water sprinkle their houses 
and gardens. T hen the gold dust, with the white 
cloth which accompanies it, both of which have 
been presented by me, is planted in the field. T he 
white cloth, I may remark, is always inseparable 
from the rice measure, as, being the emblem of cold 
weather, it is supposed to be" exerting its cooling 
influence. 

Sept. 30. - The cares of office a.re upon me ; from 
far and near the rulers of the various rivers are 
come, or are comif!g, to meet me, to explain, to 
request, to inquire. 

BandaI' Cassim has visited me three successive 
.days; he is a weak man, not over honest, and with 
just brains enough to do mischief, and get himself 
into trouble, without deriving any advantage from 
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his roguery. His principal grievance arises from a 
dispute with pangernn Paduka (who rules at Balei 
Karangan) on the subject of trade, a.nd who has 
dispatched an envoy witil orders to refer the matter 
for my arbitration. 

I have now drawn . out an agreement which 
seems to give satisfaction to both parties. It is to 

the efi'eet that BandaI' Cassim shall pennit the 
egress and ingress of trade free of all duty for two 
years through Sadong, after which the dutics shall 
be remodelled with the sanction of the sultan. 

2d1y._That all disputes and recriminations on 
the subject of Dyaks shall be dropped by both 
purties, each retaining the Dyaks he a.t present has, 
and each a~ing to look forward, and not back. 

3dly._That in all trade passing and repassing, 
porteragc of the goods shall be fairly remunerated. 

To·day BandaI' Cassim returns to his own 
country, after having received an intimation from 
me, that he must not interfere with the Dyaks 
of Tumma. or Simankau, who, having fonnerly fled 
from Sadong, arc now on my territory. Last night 
Abang Kapi arrived from Sakal'ran with several 
Dyaks. He was oPllOsed to us in the time of 
Sherriff Sahib, when the gallant Dido's crew were 
engagf;d ; but., from all I learn, he is now true and 
well inclined. The two worst governed rivers are 
Sarcbas and Linga, the latter under I ndra Lela and 
Laksimana, both great rascals. The last perform
ance of these worthies was to delay or detain people 
bearing letters from Santang, and to possess them
sclves of their goods on the stale plan of buying 
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and not paying; a. convenient and easy way for 
the rulel' of n. country to obtain property before 
his character be known. I wait till thc termination 
of thc fnst before I send to l\Ir. Lela. Had I but 
n small steamer, I could pounce nt ORce on these 
gentry, who seemed resolved to arrest the growing 
commerce of the peaceful rivers. 

October 1.-Lnst night a robbery occurred at our 
old house on the pl'Operty of the lOings, who suffered 
in the fire Wllich took place during my absence; 
as, however, these goods were exposed in an open 
verandah, and left ungua.rded, the temptation was 
great., and it ought to prove a warning to the owners 
of movable property to take common precautions 
for its security. It appears that the barking of the 
Doctor'S dog disturbed the thieves, as the greater 
part of the bundles of the goods stolen was ' left 
behind. Petty thefts are, however, on the increase, 
and this may be expected from the great increase 
of the population, and the consequent difficulty 
of discovery. I have had a long interview with 
Abang Kapi, from SakarI'all. The news from 
thence is, that some Dyab of R untliSS quarrell<Jd 
about a piece of ground with some others belong
ing to GusIn. A fight ensued, in which one man 
on either side was killed, and several wounded. 
A convocatioli of chiefs was assembled to decide on 

• 

the case, nnd it judged Runtftss' party to pay five 
jars, and Gasln's party to pay four jars; the former, 
thus adjudged to be in the Wl'Ong, was fined one 
jilr, valu{:d at sixty rupe<lS. 

The news fl'Om Sakarran othel'\vise WilS good 
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and the chiefs of the Dyaks request Williamson or 
Sherriff Houssein may be allowed to come to Abang 
Kapi's, when a general conference might be held, 
and .all the ceremonies gone through attendant on 
a lasting peace. The points I have mentioned to 
Abang Kapi are: -

1st. To demand from the .Dyaks the expulsion 
of the three sheriffs from their river who have been 
hostile to trade. 

2nd. To build a fort to appease the apprehension 
of the Dyaks of the enemy's attacking them. 

3rd. To inform the Dyaks of Undop that I have 
heard of their piratical excursion, with forty-seven 
war-prahus, to the river Batang Lupar, and that, 
if they again mustered such a fleet, I would attack 
them. 

Oct. IS. Oct. 13. _ A week has now passed since I sent 
Williamson to Sadong, believing that his presence 
would give confidence both to the .Malays and the 
Dyaks of that place, for the government is a mere 
cripple, afraid to do right. 

Indra Lela, Lela Patawan, and Lela Wamksa 
arrived again to·day from Linga. Their govern
ment is even in a worse state than that of Sadong. 
With them camc a messenger from Santang; he 
was the bearer of a despatch from Badin Soria 
and pangeran Kirning, which contained a request, 
that I would furnish them with forty pickuls 
(5320 lb.) of fine English powder, fifteen cases of 
muskets, and other articles, to the value of five or 
six thousand dollars, but in what coin, or at what 
period, the money was to be forthcoming did not 



C",lP. xxur.] SC,\RCITY OF IUCI';. 47 

appear in the document. When I confronted the 18"'. 

confidential agent, and interrogated him on this 
impOl'tant point, he met my remarks with perfect 
composure, assuring me that the c1lief object of 
his mission was to open a safe l'O..'\d from the in· 
terior, when he would return and bring the gold 
to pay for the articles demanded. Having in
timated to him, that the present state of the 
country did not admit of any mercantile trans
actions on so extensive a scale, and tllat I must 
have ocular proof of a better state of things before 
I could comply with any requests of such a nature. 
I brought him into the presence of the Linga de
putation, and ordered that the Undop Dynks on 
our side, and the Buyow Dyaks on the side of 
Santang, should instantly make peace. I shall 
now make out an agreement betwc<!n the parties 
for the future management of the trade, on the 
same plan as with Sadong and Sangow. 

Ocwber 17, _ I regret · to hear that rice, the Oct. 17. 

staple commodity of life in the interior, is getting 
dcaI'. This must be owing to the large exports, 
amount ing to nearly five hundred tons. The harvest 
of last. yenr was not a good one, yet our own 
Dyaks have a sufficiency of food , and most of the 
Malays likewise; the people who suffer arc the 
workmen, men on daily wages, who cannot lay in a 
store when !'iec is cllcap. 

A few will suffer, yet is it not strange that here, 
in a country whcl'C the people ,,'ere gaunt with 
famine two and three years ago, they nrc now 
exporting the product of the land by tons? 
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1845. In Sarawak, if the Dyaks were in ODC degree 
more civilised, and opened their stores, reserving 
only sufficient for their own consumption - five 
hundred tons more would not exhaust their heaps. 
What a granary this island of Borneo, or rather 
this line of coast, might become! During the last 
six months upwards of one hundred trading vessels 
have entered the river. Eighteen months ago it 
was a rare event to register one single boat in the 
course of a month. 

My friend, the excellent, the candid, the amiable 
DCf Makota, arrived a few days ago. I Imew he 
was under authority to enact some dark intrigue, 
some scheme of viUany _yet I feared him not. On 
the contrary, I gave him fair words, though I knew 
him to be a dissembler and a swindler-a man whose 
very nature was intrigue; one who would try the 
cunning of his right hand against the jugglery of his 
left, provided no one else could be found on whom 
he might exercise this hateful propensity; yet, 
witbal, he is not 11 dangerous man -he is a very 
coward - with wit to ruin his own eountry_ but 
whether sufficient to save his own head, remains 
yet a question. I waited patiently till the gentle
man should open his business, feeling, as before a 
thunder-storm, that a shower of intrigue was about 
to fall 'on my devoted head. I was so far kind . ' 
that I told him that his wisest course was to hasten 
to Brune, where pangeran Mumin was anxious to 
sec him, and l'IIuda Hassim and Budl'Udecn, willing 
to make by-gones by-ganes. In vain did he at-
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tempt by honeyed words to assure me of his anxiety _ "_'_'._ 
to follow my advice. His down-east look and 
tremulous Q.(ltion betrayed the renl workings of t-he 
spirit within,. and I knew that, whilst professing his 
fixed intention of. returning forthwith to his native 
city, such n proceeding · was the furthest from his 
thoughts, at the moment he expressed it. Then 
came the cream of the story. Owing to unforc. 
Sten disasters, over which he had no control, his 
finances had latterly been seriously disordeI'Cd-he 
wished to borrow two thousand rca.ls. I replied, 
that ! did not lend money. "Would I spare bim only 
one thousand?" " Impossible." " One hundred ?" 
"No." "Fifty?" "No."" Five?" " No - not 
one farthing." Seeing me resolute, he depar ted, 
and at last succeeded in obtaining three renls from 
Rupell, which were given to him from very shame 
sake. In my opinion, the three reals are badly laid 
out, nevertheless. 

Der Mnkota. · then attempt.ed to refer to old stories 
of former debts, in the days of the nntive rulers, 
which had never been settled, and was entering at 
large into the details of these supposed. claims. on 
the public purse of the province, when 1 found it 
necessary to finish the discussion at once, by de· 
claring that, even if his statistics werc true, the 

• It mny not \.>.) out of place to mention here, thnl this very man, 
Der Makot.., "hose ronl chanUlter hal been 10 graphically described, 
w .. the indiv;,lunl lelecte<l by the s~lt .. m, three monti,s ~~r"'ar<Js, to 

kill Mr. Brooke, either by treachery or poioon, as sl,o"''' by the del"'. 
';tion made by Jaffer, II no.tive of Hnm~ heron! the reaident oo~n . 
cillor ~t Singopore._EDlTOR. 

VOl,. It. . }; 
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1845. subsequent war had wiped off all. After the termi
nation of the civil war, the rajah lHuda Hussim 
made a ruinous bargain with the Chinese to allow 
them, on the payment of a yearly revenue of onc 
renI ti. man, to work gold at their pleasure. As the 
contract was fairly made, I felt bound, in all 
honour and fairness, to hold by it, though, from 
the fact of the sovereignty having subsequently 
passed into my own hands, I might probably, with 
some show of reason, have proclaimed my intention 
of modifying the arrangements previously made. 
These Chinese, in their very short-sighted policy, 
have themselves abrogated the contract by a breach 
of its stipulations, and I am right glad they have 
done so. In vain have I asked them for revenue. 
They promise, and perform not. They have fair, 
words, but evil thoughts - tIle pensicri strctt.i 
- for they imagine, if, by paying revenue, they 
give an impression of their success in procuring 
gold oro, that I shall demand more and more. 

By the lnst agreement entered into on the fi fth 
of February, it was stipulated that the tax should 
be paid for 200 men in five months, though I felt 
eonvineed that tIle" Celestials" amountcd in reality 
to double that number. Eight months have now 
passed; the same evasive answers to my demand 
for the pay~ent continue to be given, and it is 
evident they imagine that I am not sufficiently firm 
in my government to enforce the settlement of 
this branch of the public revenue. The dreamers J 

I shall now call these gentlemen before me, al1d 
quietly explain that such dishollourable conduct 
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cannot be tolemted, aud that I shall consider a non
compliance on their part with the terms of the 
ngrcement as most justly annulling the contract 

1 8~S. 

it.<>clf. I do not mean to quarrel with them, whilst 
at the snme time I take advantage of their roguery 
to free the country from so injurious a bargain. 
Doubtless, tllesc Chinese will chuckle at the idea of 
paying nothing for the gold ore already extracted, 
and will try yet further their artful cunning. I 
must also endeavour to assume the" volto sciolto" 
with the peDsieri stretti; but when I find myself 
a little better in the saddle, I shall most decidedly 
apply the SpUI', and make them pay a proper 
amount for their high privilege. If they still 
resist, I must then resort to extreme measures, 
which to me are always disngrecable. I must 
reslLme the land, and give it to true and honest 
men. 

The Chinese in this country scem to be tIle dregs 
of the human race. Falsehood is ever on thcir 
lips. When detected in villany they think it no 
shame; crime is no disgrace, and successful im· 
posture a virtue. I have long discovered that with 
these people no plan of collecting revenue is so bad 
as reckoning by heads. When the census is to be 
taken, half the families disapP'lar. They retreat to 
the jungle, play at hide and seek, and invnriably 
succeed in 'giving in their number at one-half of 
the tr1lth . . 

October 23. _ The Julia has arrived from 8ill- Oct. 23. 

gaporc laden with goods for our rising market. 

-



• 

52 MR. UROOKe'S JOURNAl,. [CIIAI'. XXIII. 

1845. We arc full of business and bustle. I have finished 
matters with the Lings. Chiefs. I have compelled 
them to return three jars to a Santang Dyak, which 
they had forcibly taken from him with the usual 
promise of future payment, and I have also made 
them repay thirty reals which they had under 
similar pretences borrqwed from some Sibuyow 
Dyaks. 

Oct. 24. Oct. 24.-Scveral arrivals to-day of chiefs from 
the distant rivers. Gave audience to Abang Gani 
from Kaluka, the Samarahan Pangava, and the 
Datu of Sarebas. 

At last I have made myself to a certain extent 
master of the politics of this piratical quarter, and 
I think I may yet be able to induce some portion 
of the better class to relinquish their warlike . 
pursuits, and to join our gr01);7ng party. :My 
hopes have been ever turned to the belief that, by 
patience and perseverance, the best part of the 
population might eventually declare themselves for 
us, and so neutralize the mischief that the evil
disposed may still continuc to inflict on those 
immediately around them. Since Keppel'scnmpaign, 
now more than fifteen months ago, the river Sa
rebus has been ruled (as of yore) by a Patingi, 
Bandar, and Laksimana, and under these is Lela 
WangSa, Witl1 another person of influence, named 
Abang Mansur. The principal Dyaks are the 
Orang Kaya Pamancha, Balan, and Lingire. Of 
the Malays the BandaI' and Laksimana abide neILl' 
the mouth of the Rcmbas, and these chiefs are our 
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friends, and moderately respectable. The influ
ential Patnaneha and Lingire agree tolerably with 
these, and all have a glimmering of the benefi t of 
regular commerce. This is my party-a party in 
favour, or at ally rate not opposed to, a. gradual 
reformation. 

Lct me now describe the other p.'lrty _ the deter
mined opponents of every pacific policy, and the 
open advocates of violence and robbery. It consists 
of Datu Patingi, WilO resides at Boling on the 
main r iver. He is described as a weak and wicked 
man, who listens to the advice of 'Vangsa. and 
Abang Mansur, and shares with them their ill
gotten spoils. These three men arc known through
out their district as vicious and unprincipled, and 
are in alliance with Bul'1n the chief of the Liar. 
Every species of villany is practised by these 
worthies on all persons they can get within their 
clutches. Traders who haye ventured t.o resort to 
these villages lose their property under all sorts of 
pretences, and if importunate in demanding their 
own, they lose their lives through the ageney of 
Bulan and his Dyaks. Three ~nstanccs of the 
kind have lately been reported to me :-One party 
of merchants to whom Wangsa. was largely in
debted, was suddenly attacked on his .wharf, and 
put to deatli. Abang Mansur disposed of another 
party of four, whose claims were inconvenient; and 
a third party was attacked, and after the loss of 
one or two, the remainder were too glad to escape 
and a.bandon their debt. These atrocious Malay 
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1845. rulers urge on tile Dyaks t o these attacks, and the 
Dyaks, so commanded, have no objection to a 
business which procures them tbe possession of a 
large stock of heads. The only surprising part of 
the thing is, that traders should of their own free 
will place themselves within the grasp of such 
monsters in spite of nIl warning on the subject; 
but the spirit of gain is po.mmount, und I greatly 
felll' that more extensive and oft-repeated failures 
and yet further loss of property "and life must 
ensue before so ruinous II> trade is altogether aban
doned; but that day must arrive, and the Lela 
Wangsa and Mansur will rue the hour in which 
they killed the goose with the golden egg. I feel, 
that it is my duty to punish these persons at once, 
and I would do so had T the means, and would 
drive them entirely from the front.ier ; but at 
present I am hampered, and 1 must trust the Lak
aLmana, Pamaneha, and Lingirc to prevent IlS much 
mischief as they can, lind for this purpose I have 
furnished them with a. letter calling upon all good 
men to support them, and to live at Tambak, under 
the penalty of my displeasure, nnd of future punish
ment if they cast their lot with the e\iJ.-doer. I 
really hope to form a nucleus of good out of my 
prescnt materials, wJlich may ere long extend over 
the five rivers. 

If the British Government would allow me to 
"hoist n. flag at Sarawak with the British Union 
cantoned in it, we should then have the pro
tection I require, and quite sufficient to induce 
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moderate cnpitnlists to embark in t he field, whether __ '_"_'_._ 
in mining, planting, or t rading. I am quite op-
posed to any rash scheme which would put money 
into my own pockets, and leaving neither honour 
nor character behind, ruin the country I am so 
anxious to civilizc, and turn out a bubble. A 
small company and moderate capitnl arc cnough at 
first, and from small beginnings we should so gra-
dually advance, that at length a vast couJ'ltry. whose 
rcsource~ arc incalculable, would be surely deve-
loped; but your vast schemes backed by millions 
never did, and never will, open a new country pro-
perly. Thc onc is a natural growth from the 
tender seedling to the noble monarch of the forest; 
the other the forced plant of t.he hot·house, the 
Prophet's gourd running up to the sky, hut 
withering as fast as it grew. 

Thus far had I written and had laid down my 
pen to indulge in meditation over my dreams for 
the future regeneration of the land, when I was 
reminded' of its being the time to cross the river 
to the court-house. Speedily taking boot, I gained 
the wharf, and there I met Si Lingi, who had just 
arrived in hot haste from Sakarrall, and was the 
bearer of a letter for me from Abang Kapi. 

The contents were important. I have already 
mentioned t hat I ordered the Dyaks to turn three 
sheriffs out of their river, whose piratical habits 
were incorrigible; and it appeal's that at a council 
convcned by all the chief men of that distl'ict, it was 
resolvcd, that my instructions should immediately 

•• 
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be carried out. The three sheriffs, however, hail, by 
the treachery of two Malays, tecci,'cd information 
of what was going forward, an,a hastily collecting 
a fleet of prahus, were preparing to l'es~st. 

Lingi and 0. few Malays started from Sakarran 
the day before yesterday, and pulling night and 
day, arrived here at noon. To oppose -this piratical 
excursion and to enforce my orders, the Balows 
have collected theit, people at Linga, and to-morrow 
night I shall send off five boats from SarulI'ak to 
reinforce them, and with the prnhus of the Laksi· 
mana and Lingil'c they will form a junction, and if 
practicable, push on at once for Sakarran and strike 
t he pirates there. 

Our force will probably amount to twenty Balow 
Dyak boats and six Malay boats well armed, whilst 
the adversary has only fifteen boats, manned by 
compulsion, with mixed Dynks. The forcc 01' 
these mixed Dyaks is in itself contemptible, and 
would probnbly be able to do but little mischief; 
but the etl'ect upon the other Dyaks of different 
tribes would be very injur ious should the evil· 
disposed escape with impunity, wherefore I act 
against them with vigour and celerity. On the 
other hand, it is most gratifying to sec that most 
of them arc true to me and to their word . Sa
karran and Sarebas are now as houses divided 
amongst themselves, and. I shall soon ascertain who 
are really my friends. There is u just plea for 
punishing the people of Liar and Snkarrn.n who arc 
raising tllis pirate f1C(:t. The death-warrant 01' 
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DYllk pil'iley'must be signetl, or commerce can neYer _ "_"_'"_ 
tlssumc 0. stcndy character. I have written two 
letters_one to Abang Kapi, and the other to the 
Linga chiefs. They will be convcyed by Si Lingi 
this night, and contain the promise of a rein
forcement from Sarawak in 0. couple of days, to-
gether with my approval of their intention of 
acting vigorously against the three sheriffs. 

Oct. 25. - Yesterday was a day of bustle and 
confusion, launching boats, collecting men, and dis
t ributing Ilnns and ammunition. I found out with 
regret that our chiefs had allowed their war-boats 
to rot, as they had depended on the services of our 
ships of war; therefore on this occasion we could 
not turn out more than ten boats, three only of 
moderate size, Without my interposition I believe 
they would never have been ready; but by great 
exertion I managed to start them aU by ten at 
night, just before which time the Orang Kayo. of 
Lundu arrived from the interior, and having volun-
teered to accompany the expedition, forthwith pro-
cceded with the party. I trust it may turn out 
well; that we may destroy the evil infiuencc at 
work at Sakarran, and establish a party there 
which, if it cannot prevent piracy, will always 
inform us when a fleet is collecting. RupcU and 
myself arc 'now l~ft tete-It-tete, a wonderful cir
cumstance at Sarawak. The country is still and 
business stiller-all thoughts turned to the result 
of the expedition. 

Swulay, Oct. 26,-The lnstfortnight has witnessed 

Oct. u . 
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a . wonderful improvement in my time of rising. 
Soon after daylight I may be seen roaming about 
the premises, then reading tillpreakfast-hour. This 
is a day of repose, and to me how we~come. 

About mid-day a messenger arrived from Sheriff 
Jaffer, bringing the offering of a kid, in return for 
which T sent him six bundles of tea. He Imd 
heard of the movements at Sakarran, and was much 
alarmed. News has reached me of our Heat being 
out of the river and steering together to the cast
ward. 

I am very confident, yet at particular moments a 
qualm comes over me. I half wish that I had 
gone myself, in spite of my' opinion that I ought 
not to be there. The old game is playing - the 
quiet part of the community is in terror-a big 
gun has been heard _ r assure them that it is a 
ghost, or the working of their own imagination, and 
so allay their apprehensions. 

\Ye have another importation of strangers ; no 
less than thirty families have sought my pro
tection, fiy ing from Pon tiana, whither they had 
arrived from Santang, and thence here by sea. One 
of their boats is of the largest class, and has been 
bought by the Tumangong, at which I am rejoiced. 
We must really set to work and build half a dozen 
fir st-rate war boats, our own navy, in these piping 
t imes of peace, having been allowed to go to pieces. 

Oct. 27. Oct. 27 . _ Last night It wi ld hog broke thl·ough 
the fence which protects my poultry fmm the 
den izens of the jungle, and c(wried off the flower 

• 
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of my lately imported flock of geese. Confound 184;; . 

I,is appetite. This morning Nakodu Duroup ar· ~-
rived from a t rading voyage to Singapore and . 
Tringnni, lind I nm sorry to hear that he has not 
succeeded in obtaining a return cargo of sufficient 
value to repay his enterprising attempt. Shortly 
afterwards, the Young Queen also anchored off my 
jetty, Ilnd her captain teUs me she is for sale. She 
is not pretty, and is otherwise an unlu cky craft. 
She is the litt.1e schooner which fought her way 
out of the Coti River on the southern coast of 
Borneo, in Mr. MUrlny's unfortunate expedition, 
he being himself killed on board. 

At breakfast a young prince in disguise P!lid me 
a visit, to request I would lend him money, which 
he would repay from the revenue of his country. 

The story was not new and rather lame, so I 
made him a low bow, and walked him out of the 
room, believing· that both the country and the 
revenue are the creations of a fertile imagination. 

There would, however, have been some little 
romancc in the adventure, had not the disguised 
prince been a particubrly ill-looking vagabond, and 
unable to sustain the part he had taken. 

The Young Queen, on taking up her moorings, 
honoured me with Il royal salute, My fort could 
not return It, as !til the cart.ridges had been in 
requisition to supply ammunition to the expedi
tionary squadron. 

November 2. - The Young Queen departed on 
the 30th, and I am agnin almost alone. Reports 

NOY.2. 
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1845. arc rife of battles fought and won, sometimes by 

one party, and then by the other ; but these 
rumours trouble me not. With moderate prudence 
those whom I have entrusted with the management 
of the operations will conduct it so as to insure 
future advantages in furtherance of the great object 
of trade, if their success is not at once complete 
and the wicked sheriff's overthrown. 

Last evening I received from a native a lovely 
creeper, in full blossom of abundant clusters of rcd 
and yellow flowers . This would be a prize indeed 
in England; but to secure its transit across half 
the globe is beyond the limits of hope . 

• 
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5TAT'& Ol ' l'ROVI810lil~ Hi TUE lNTEmOIl. - CO)<!DITlON OF TIl E ~j,. 

nAMl10 TllmE. - TilE TUllANGOXO'S PROFE8810lilS, -I'ROCEEIl' 

lNG8 0.' T IlE IIAT.OW ,Hm SAHAWAK SQUJlDROXS.-RNCOUliIT.&R 

WITII Till': l'IIIATE8. - CAPTURE Ot' Tlil':i11 FLEET. _ RE1'EXT

Axce AND D.~Tll OF SI GILA. - curnou! SUPEKSTl'rJON OF 

TIlE SIIA DTIoXS. _CAPTURE OF A llmlDEm:R.-1NTRI.r.lGEKCf: 

FnoJ\ SAKAUAAN.-SICKNESS OF lIR. I!I\OOKJe.-NATIVE MODE 

OF WARVAIU:. - CATCll A CROCODILE. _ :lIET IIOD OF 8}:IZING 

IT. - D~UI\$IOS All TO ITS DISPO!\.\L. - PLUNJ)EI< OF A 

!lAGO 8O.\T. - X£W3 01' PA.l'GERA..>; usop's IlEA1 11. - PROGRESS 

OF EVENTS AT IIRUXE.-AURI\'AL OF EJUGfIA.,\,TS FRO:lI 8AlI6.\s. 

- AXOTII J::l1 INPLUX: OF STRASGEilS. - GIIOWING \ ' 1l0SI'F.RlTr 

OF SAR.\\V."C.-l'OREIG!; m:LATIOl'1S.-VAI.UE OP DJ:Y.\cnED 

STATIOXS. 

November 3.-1 HAVE been engaged in an in

Gl 

lB ~ G. 

quiry as to the state of provisions in the interior. CNC,,-•. -,-.

I much ~g~t to hear that the Balow! and Si-
buyow! are this year badly off for rice, in con· 
sequence of the Sakarran wnr, nnd the change of 
residence forced upon the latter tribe. These poor 
people come in small parties to borrow a. little 
money, and show great caution in doing so, always 
asking when and how it is to be repaid, and 
whether any interest is to be charged. The 
distress, however, is not pinching, for the men do 
not seem in bad condition, or redU\:ed by want of 
food; very unlike the positive famine which had 
crushed t.he hill Dyaks when I first received this 
governmcnt, with its charges and responsibility. 
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The dreadfully emaciated forms, tho sunken eye, 
and distended stomach, spoke of extreme want and 
of misery in t90 legible characters. 

It is now consolatory to think that in three 
months the harvest will be ripe, until which 
period I must relieve the tribes to the best of my 
power. 

I have also received an account from Lama of 
the bad condition of the Sarnmbo tribe, which it 
appears is internally disorganised, disobedient to 
its chief, and some members of which rob and 
plunder their own people. The thieves have been 
discovered, tried, and condemned to pay a fine. 
They set the law at defiance, :refuse to return the 
stolen goods, and appeal to the decision of the 
sword. All parties now express their anxiety to 
wait for my opillion, and they dcclflre themselves 
willing to send proper persons to arrange the set
tlement of their disputes. 

These unsought fl pplications are of gN)at import
ance. By a j udicious interference in their internal 
affairs a great influence is obtained, and a prospect 
opened of improving their condition; I must, how
ever, wait for more certain information, and must 
consult Datu Patingi, who holds Sarambo under 
me. 

The' old Tumangong amused me by many pro
fessions of his devotion and enti re good faith; but 
it is difficult to make an honest man of him in 
his old age, or to expect he will walk straight. I 
cannot allow him to interfere and disturb the sea · 
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coast; but I shall ask the rajah Muda Hassim to 
put the Milikin Dyaks under his charge, and ob
serve how be manages them. They nrc (l. branch 
of the Sihuyows, originally discnrdcd (rom the in-
terior of Sil.lltang. 

This shows how circumstances scatter the tribes ; 
and in their present rude state the memory of 
their fonner locality is quickly lost, and their tra
ditions end after their customs have been abolished . 

I S*,. 

Nov. 7.-0ur fleet returned in safety, and Nov. 7. 

amidst the great rejoicings of the people, last eyen-
ing, af'tcr !In absence of thi l,teen days. I may 
briefly describe the proceedings, which have not 
boon without interest to the whole of our com
munity. 

Having left Sarawak, as before described, on the 
24th ultimo, they arrived at Banting, in the river 
Linga, on the 27th. Here information was re
ceived from the Balow Dyaks, that they had at
tacked and defeated the piratc fleet of eighteen 
boats, averaging a crew of thit·ty mell each, with 
their own fleet of only fifteen boats. The pirate 
fleet was commanded by the sheriffs Amal Long, 
Abu 13aknr, and the notorious Api Brnga of Sa
kUl't1l.n, and was anchored in the small river of 
Samong. 

The Baloivs call!c suddenly upon them, beating 
their gongs and tatawals and firing their leIas, 
which manrouvre was completely successful, as the 
pirates imagined that the whole Snrawnk fOI·CO WIiS 

in the offing, and immediately dcscrted t heir boats, 

• 
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and fled into the jungle. They were pursued by 
the Balows, who killed five of them, and amongst 
the rest their chief, Api Braga. 

The whole fleet, with the property, arms, and 
ammunition, were captured, and the Balows re
turned in triumph to Bantong. The united force 
of these Dyaks and the Sarawak squadron now 
amounted to forty-five prahus, and the following 
day they proceeded up to Sakarran, where they 
mct Abang Kapi, the Malay ruler of my appoint
ment, and the Dyak chiefs of, note, and entered 
into a friendly compact with them for the general 
suppression of pimcy. Gasin, who is the most 
powerful man in Sakarran, went higher up the 
river in chase of the sheriffs, who had fled in this 
direction, but the rascals had crossed tlle country 
to Sarebus, with their wives and families, and are 
now with tllC Panglima Rajah. , 

Thus a pirate fleet, the chiefs of which boast-cd 
openly of the mischief they intended to do, was 
dispersed and captured, with the loss of the Dyak 
leader, owing to timely information brought down 
by Si L ingi, a countryman of their own, but op
posed to a continuance of piracy. T believe we 
have now sccured a well·disposed party, who will 
always. give me notice of any assembly of war· 
prahus for pil;atical purposes. Had Lingi not been 
our friend, the Balows would have suffered very 
severely, as they were scattered at their farms 
before the junction of the force ftorn Sarawak; 
confidencc would have been shaken and punish • 



C"AP. xxrv.) CURIOUS SUPERSTITION. 65 

ment difficult, whereas the happy result of the 18"';. 

combined movements of our allies has greatly 
strengthened the party favourable to good govern-
ment. 

I was anxious to have made prisoners of the 
sheriffs, for with them lay the principal guilt and 
blame; and I fear they will never be reclaimed. 
There was also another chief, named Si Gila (or 
Madman), one of the most desperate of these sea
robbers. He fell sick after thcW capture of the fleet, 
and, feeling that his end was near, sent for his 
sons and followers, confessed that he had acted 
wickcdly in making war against Gasin and Abong 
Kapi, and recommended them to send in their sub
mission, and live honestly in their own river. Two 
,~ays afterwards Si Gila died, leaving a bright 
example to Dyaks of fu ture generations. This 
sudden change so bewildered the nat ives, that they 
declared I had bedeviled him with charms un
known in their CQunt,ry. There is a curious su
persti tion amongst these sea Dyaks, which I may 
mention here. It is very similar to that which 
obtains in a district of Celebes. Their doctor, or 
magician, or both combined, is a man set apart 
for that office, who is thereafter considered as a 
woman. SlIe, or he, marries a husband, adopts 
children, dresses as a female, and lives amongst 
the women, performing the domestic duties pe
culiar to the sex. The principal occupation is 
curing people by divers charms, driving away the 
devil and evil spirits. It must be allowed that the 

VOL. II. F 
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1845. whole constitution of this office is an example of 
gross superstition; but the ceremonies attendant 
on it are in themselves inoffensive. A branch of 
a tree is fixed on the house; around it white 
cloth' is wrapped, and ncaf this spot the spathe 
of the betel or areca tree is placed (the spathe 
being indispensable); then the people assemble, 
and with unseemly noises, rattling shells and beat
ing gongs, proclaim their joy and satisfaction. 
The office itself is called "Manang," and as no 
particular age is specified , the "Manang" being 
young Of old, as chance may determine. The present 

, occupier of this important post became so when 
quite a child, and he is now well stricken in years, 
and much respected by his tribe. There is de
cidedly something unpleasant to European ideas . 
in the marriage of man with man, though I believe 
it to be solely an absurd superstition, Never
theless, the custom is not a good one, and is quite 
unknown amongst the hill Dyaks. 

The Orang Kaya Tumangong who accompanied 
the expedit ion to Sakarran has brought in a Dyak, 
named Marass, who will be immediately put upon 
his trial for murder. The depositions are before 
me, and the story as follows: -;-Two Dyaks of Si· 
takow" by Dame Marass and Siru, had been hired 
by a Chinaman to accompany him on a trading 
voyage up the Sarawak river to Signong, a large 
Dyak tribe in the interior. These Dyaks belonged 
to the Sambas government, thcir locality being in
land near the Lundu river. They proceeded as 
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far as the landing-place of 'l'ubbia, where they 
stopped, and where Marnss (dressed. as a Malay) 
became acquainted with a young woman of the 
'fubbia tribe in whose company he remained till 
the following morning, when the Chinaman and 
his Dyak boatmen continued their voyage up the 

• rIver. 
On arriving at Signong, the two Dyaks, Marass, 

and Siru, were discharged, and they immediately 
returned to 'rubbia where the former renewed his 
inwreourse with the young woman, and subse_ 
quently came to the determination of cutting her 
throat, and possessing himself of her head. Twice 
he was dewrred from the murderous act by the in
terP9sition of his brother Dyak, but the third time 
he succeeded in slaying his victim, and immediately 
fled with his prh:e to his own home accompanied by 
Siru. 

The tribes were not enemies, and if the history 
be true, the murder was a most cold-blooded and 
brutal act. Had he been on a war path and taken 
the head of an enemy, though that enemy were a 
woman, he, as a Dyak according to the Dyak eode 
ofmornlity, incurred no guilt; but, on the contrary, 
if he tempted and deceived this woman and trea_ 
cherously murdered her even as a Dyak, he would 
be considered guilty amongst Dyaks. A murder 
committed by a demi-savage, or rather the circum
stances attendant on it, require the deepest con_ 
sideration, and the clearest evidence must be 
produced of guilt before such a man should be 

" 
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condemned. The prolonged life of n. savage is not 
incompatible with the security of the community 
if those around him really believe that he will never 
commit another murder ; and it should always be 
clearly ascertained how far the Dynk himself be
lieved he was committing a crime. Spare life if 
possible, and endeavour to teach n. higher momlity; 
but j ust.icc must have its course, and it will be my 
duty to sec that this wretch is fairly tried. 

Nov. 20.-0ur lntest intelligence from Sakarran 
is good, but the three sheriffs still remain at Sa
rebas where they are protected by the Panglima 
rajah. The Balows have requested my permission 
to proceed by land and attack them in their place 
of retreat. This I have refused, but have sane
tioned a reeommencement of hostilities if the she. 
riffs return to interfere with the new government 
now established. Several of the friendly chiefs 
have taken oath that they will never permit pi
ratical excursions to be made from the districts 
over which they rule, and hogs have been killed 
to make the vow binding. :Many others promise 
to visit me here shortly, and to cement the good 
understanding which is gradually rising between 
Sarawak and the distant rivers. 

No.-.21. Nov. 21. _At last I am .... ·isited by sickness, and 

• 

am confined i? the house; it is accompanied by 
great lassitude. Various members of our cirele are 
absent in the interior, either for amusement or in
formation, and are living amongst the wildest 
tribes in perfect security . 
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N()v. 22. - I have bad accounts of Patingi Abdul
r'nmnn, 'of Siriki. His government, oompared with N 

that of his predecessor, WilS tolerable, but of lute he 
has shown an inclination to join with the evil dis· 
posed of Sakarran and Sarcbas; and he allows 
their boats an outlet through his rivers to pirate 
upon the high seas; he has lately gone even be· 
yond this acquicscencc and connivance at piracy 
by sending his own Dyaks (the Kanowit tribe) to 
attack a quiet village at the entrance of the Palo. 
In this attack he was successful, and the people 
were carried into captivity. Siriki is a Malay go· 
vernment, and, being situated on the banks of a 
navigable river, is nccessible at any moment. 

I ,must institute immediate inquiry as to the 
truth of these statements, and act, if necessary. 
or these fresh enemies to commerce and civilisation 
will destroy the labour of years. The mode of 
attaek adopted by the Kanowits shows the system 
of warfare of these barbarians. The first house 
attacked was of the largest size, built on piles. A 
body of four hundred men approached _ no arms 
were used, not a spear was thrown, or an arrow 
shot; hut t.he Dyaks, covered with their shields, 
crouching along the ground, slowly marched under 
t he house, and commenced cutting and burning 
the posts. The defenders, about fifty in number, 
with their wives and children cast down between 
the crevices of the bamboo floor, every implement 
they could collect, togethcr with boiling water, but 
in vain. Their fate slowly, but surely approached_ 

, 3 
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1845. The nre and the steel did their work. The besiegers 
--- retreated, The ~ouse fell with a dreadful crash, and 

ten men were killed, and fifteen women and children 
captured, .the remnant escaping i~to thcjungle. 

Nov. 25. Nov. 25. - The Chief of Pli.l~is here, and coo
finns the history detailed above. He assures me 
that Patingi Abdulraman and Sheriff Sakarran are 
allied, and send out the Dyaks to pirate at sea. 

Palo is more than a hundred miles from hence, 
yet its head man, persecuted and trampled on by a 
stronger tribe, finds his way to Sarawak to seek for 
counsel, and to implore my protection. I must, 
however, be patient before acting, so far as it is 
possible. I always assure myself of fncts. If ne
cessary, the patingi himself, and all the old govern
ment officers shall be deposed; for, from the weak
ness of the central government at Brune, these 
people consider themselves almost independent, and 
carryon a predatory war wit·hout reference to 
superior authority. 

A male crocodile was canght this morning, mea· 
suring fifteen feet fou r inches in length; and it is 
astonishing how quiescent these animals are when 
taken, allowing thcir feet to be fastened over their 
back, and a strong lashing put round the mouth 
without any resistance, and then brought down, 
floated bC!tween two small canoes. When dragged 
ont of the water to be killC!d, the monster only 
moved Jlis tail gently backwards and forwards. 
Yet ~vhen hungry, it is evident that he would attack 
both men and boats, for the bones of a poor fellow 
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were found in his stomach. It is probable t.hat 1845. 

these co1c1-blooded reptiles digest their food very 
slowly, and that one meal, which is a gorge, lasts 
thorn for some time, as is the case with the larger 
serpents; otherwise, if, like the dragon of old, he 
required a man or maid for breakfast, the demand 
would be a heavy drain on a small population. 
The tlligh and leg bones of the Malay were perfect, 
and the feet had some portion of the flesh adhering 
to them, and were crushed into a roundish form, 
whilst the head was found separated at the joinings 
or processes. T he poor man's jacket and trowsers 
were also found, which enabled the relatives to 

recognise his remains, and, from his having been 
a fi sherman, it was probable that he was attacked 
whilstoecupied with his lines. A Dyak of Sarambo, 
who was with him, must have been carried off at 
the sume time. 

The mode of taking the erocodile is curious. A 
monkey or a cat is attached to a stick as a bait, 
which the monster sucks down lengthways, and 
when the strain comes on, this gets across his throat. 
To the st ick is attached by a cord a long rattan 
(cane), which floats on the surface of the water, and 
which the animal attempts to get rid of. I n the 
vicinity of t~is floating bait, a dog is confined on a 
stage, beyond the cz:ocodile's reach, in which miser
able position it is not surprising tllat he should 
howl somewhat lustily. The crocodile, attracted by 
thls noise, approaches the spot with great caution, 
and the natives state that) if he encountered B!lY 

• • 
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resistance when taking the bait, he would imme-
diately retire without making a second attempt. 
When, however, he has swallowed it, which he does 
slowly, as he never suddenly tears the ba~t, he carries 
it to the shore, and it is sometimes two or three 
days before the long rattan is found, as he frequently 
takes it some distance, and secretes himself amon~t 
the bushes and weeds of a small creek. Hather an 
amusing discussion arose amongst the natives as 
to the proper course of dealing with our captive 
monster, and as t he question appeared to create 
considerable interest and much harmless fun, I 
encouraged them in the important debate. 

One. party maintained that it was proper to be
stow all praise and honour on the kin"gly brute, as 
he was himself a rajah amongst animals, and was 
now brought here to meet the rajah ; in short, that 
praise and flattery were agreeable to him, and would 
induce him to behave genteelly in my presence. 
The other party said, that it was very true that, on 
this oceasion , rajah met rajah, but that the conse
quence of honouring and praising a captured cro
codile would be, that the crocodile community at 
large would become vain and unmanageable, and 
after hearing of the triumphant progress of their 
friend and relative, would take to the same courses 
·with double industry, and every one eat his man for 
the sake of obtaining the like fame. • 

Having maturely weighed the arguments on both 
sides, taking also into deep eonsideration the injury 
which so unwieldy a captive might do in roaming 
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over my garden and grounds, followed by a host of I Sof.';. 

admirers, I decided that he should be instant ly 
killed wi thout honours. He was despatched accord-
ingly at the common landing-plaCl:l on the opposite 
side of the river, his head severed from the t runk, 
and the body left exposed as a warning to all other 
crocodiles that may inhabit these waters. 

No!). 26. - A Nakoda of Brune, wrecked a few Nov. 20. 

Jays ago at Sirhassan has arrived. His boat, laden 
with a r ich cargo of sago, was pillaged by the na
tives. I t will be a heavy loss to him, but I shall 
demand restitution from the Sirhassan authorities. 

This Nakoda also brings intelligence of the 
death of pangeran Usap and his brother pangeran 
Yakub, the rebel princes, who it ma.y be remero
bereJ, about four months ago, after the departure 
of the English squadron from Brune, suddenly at
tacked the capital, and were defeated by the forccs 
under Muda Hassim and Budrudeen, and driven 
across the mountains. The government of Brune 
have certainly strengthened their position by the 
execution of these restless and bloodthirsty pan
gerons, whose lives had been one scene of strife 
and ambition, and whose attempts to overthrow 
the sultan, and place themselves on the throne, 
kept the be~teL' disposed classes in constant appre
hension; whilst th~ worst portion of the community 
had an unfailing source for intrigue and false re
ports, by which the whole frame-work of society 
was unhinged and disturbed. 

The pretensions of either party to the throne 
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_18_'_',_ were ill.founded, and the hostility of Usop to Muda 
- Hassim scarcely disguised, nor did he ever lose all 

occasion of showing a contempt . for his authority.
To him nothing was a crime, and h.e was ever 
ready to strike as opportunities offered. 

The law arrangements made under the auspices of 
Sir Thomas Cochrane for the suppression of piracy 
and Christian slavery were odious to U sop and his 
party, and his r etention of the two slaves received 
from the great pirate-chief of Malludu, in cle£ance 

• 
of the orders of Muda Hassim, and his agreement 
with the Commander-in-Chief, showed that he kne~ 
no law but his own ungovernable will. Every effort 
,vas made by the rajah to conciliate and bring him 
over to the side of order, but in vain. Afrer the 
departure of the squadron, he refused to accept the 
pardon for which he had previously asked, and 
which :Muda Hassim had granted; and when de
feated by Budrudeen, he fled to Kimanis, a hun
dred miles distant; but being pursued by his con
queror, he was captured and -finally ex;ecnted. 

13udrudeen now stands undisputed, de facto 
ruler of Brune. The sultan is a mere cypher, 
without authority, and without will; incapable of 
appreciating the value of a good minister ; and in
different as to what his character may be, he eats, 
drinks, cheats; and with the head of a fool, pos
sesses the heart of a pirate; whilst his natuml 
roguery is chccked by his t.imidity. No reliance 
can be placed upon his word, for he is a too~ in the 
hands of the evil disposed around him, and would, 
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at any time, play the part of a villain, if it were not 184f;. 

for t he fear of the punishment it might draw down 
upon him. A prince less good by nature than 
Muda Hu.ssim would curb the dangerous power 
which the possession of the throne necessarily gives, 
and a great blessing it would be to the country; 
but there is no probability of any thing of the sort 
being done, and his highness will be allowed to 
spin out the thread of his base existence and con· 
t inue Ilis miserable intrigues. 

L ast night I met a brother of the chief of Sare· 
bas, and some other Dyaks of that tribe, and ques
t ioned them on their business. They said they 
came for trade, but I believe they are desirous of 
(l.xamining into the state of our little community 
here, and to make a report to t he Orang Kaya, 
before he comes himself to meet mc. They nibble 
and nibble at the bait of better government, and 
perhaps I shall catch them at last. A China boat 
has arrived, with thirty emigrants from Sambas, 
who ask permission to settle here. Captain Sing. 
song, the owner, reports, that he has a secret for 
t urning antimony ore into silver. I think I sec 
through the cunning of this celestial. Does he 
not aim at manufacturing bad money? Fore
warned, however, is to be forearmed. Two years 
ago I shoul3 have. been glad of this small influx 
of Chinese, but with extended experience, I by no 
menns desire ·an increase of Chinese population, 
without the means of ruling them with n rod of 
iron, for they are a people devoid of every feeling 
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18oUi. either of principle or of gratitude. Besides this ar. 
rival no less than forty families have also come in 
from Pontiana. They are :Malays, formerly of Po
mertan, and after wandering about in every direc
tion and being every where persecuted, at length 
seck an asylum here. They shall find it. The 
rumour of there being one smnll spot of land, and 
that spot Sarawak, where the miserable and desti
tute of every race would -find permission to live 
in peace had reached these poor people when far 
distant in the interior, and after much perseverance 
and weary travelling they gained the sea coast·, 
and succeeded in fillding their way to the mouth 
of the river. 

No., 27. Nov. 27. - Another large importation of stran-
gers. Forty-eight persons in two boats, five only 
being men, the remainder women and children of 
aU ages. They complain of starvation, and apply 
to me for relief. The women state that their hus
bands are at Sarehas with another boat, endeavour
ing to procure rice, as they had formedy belonged 
to that country, and fought under the orders of 
the great pirate chief; Sheriff Sahib. When he 
was defeated in Keppel's campaign, these families 
endured the greatest distress. They wandered to 
and fro, and sold their gold ornaments and othel' 
articles to buy food , and now they have discovered 
that here they !Day dwell in safety. It is the same 
story over again, and I must do what 1 can for 
them, and so I have told them, and sent them away 
happier. 
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Captain Singsong visited me this morning with 
his smooth tongue and oily words. He spoke of 
thousands of Chinese ready to flock to the colony 
at my bidding, but not a word more of t urning 
antimony into silver . I have very bad accounts of 
the Dyaks of the Rejang, who are sent out by Ab
dulraman to pirate on the seas. The villages on 
the coast are harassed by continual attacks. Some 
time ago I wrote to this chief, and quietly, yet 
firmly, pointed out to him the folly of his proceed
ings, and warned him to bear in mind the fate of 
Sher ifi' Sahib. In spite of t his remonstrance he 
has again collected the Kanowit Dyaks, has fitted 
out a fleet which has be(!n seen ofi' Cape Datu, and, 
which consequently must have passed by the en
trance of the Sarall-ak river, forming a junction 
with some boats from the other streams. Really 
these gentlemen seem determined to rush headlong 
to destruction, and will yet oblige me to teach 
them that two can play at the dangerous game 
of war. 

Dec. 12.-Morc than a fortnight bas elapsed 
sincc I have been able to write in my j ournal. I 
have been incessantly employed in arrangements 
for my large increase of population. E very thing 
in and abo~t SArawak is prospering, and content. 
ment, happiness, a!}d plenty appear to reign in the 
province ; but I cannot speak so well of our forcign 
relations. Certain intelligence has been received 
that the three sheriffs already so often alluded to 
have again taken up their quarters in t he Moarra. 

77 
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1845. Sakarran, and intend to settle there. They must 
be Qut of their senses; but this step will bring 
things to it crisis, and we shall be able to crush 
these vipers. A sharp stringent policy is required 
to correct the evil propensities of Sakarran and 
Sarcous. They must be again attacked and be 
taught by a strong hand to feel that their piratical 
habits will never again be tolerated or permitted, 
and that the sale advantages which a country 
derives from commerce, is not the ministration to 
their own greediness and rapacity. 

The Orang Kaya Pomancha, of Sarebas, is now 
with me- the dreaded and the brave, as he is 
termed by the natives. He is small, plain-looking, 
and old, with his left ann disabled, and his body 
scarred with spear wounds. I do not dislike the 
look of him, and of all the chiefs of that river I 
believe he is thc most honest, and steers his course 
straight enough. He asked my permission to 
attack the U ndop Dyaks. I replied that, if he did, 
I would assuredly attack Sarebas, for on what ac
count should he act hostilely against these people. 
Yet this barefaced application to carry destruction 
amongst an unoffending people is nothing com
pared to the . want of faith, the treachery, the 
deceit, and intrigues of the Malays. I am most 
anxious that all classes, and evcry province and 
district, should reap the advantages of my pacific 
policy and steady progress towards the deVelopment 
of the country; yet how can it be accomplished, 
unless I succeed in training them to peaceful habits, 
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and can give them some sort of government which _ '_"_'_'_ 
shall correct by degro<!s the native character. It is 
absolutely necessary to punish as well as foster_ 
to make myself feared as well as loved. I was 
accidentally reading Blackwood to-day, and I mark 
down the following passage from an article on 
Ethiopia, which is applicable to this part of the 
world : _ 

"Insignificant stations on the coast to ca.rry on 
a peddling traffic arc beneath a manly and com
prehensive policy. We must penetrate the moun
tains, ascend the rivers, and reach the scats of 
sovereignty. We must, by a large but generous 
self.interest, combine the good, the knowledge, and 
the virtue of the population with OUf own; and we 
must lay the foundations of our permanent influence 
over this fourth of the globe by showing that we 
are the fittest to communicate the benefits and 
establish the example of civilized society." 

• 
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CHAP. XXV. 

Nl.'W YF,,\.R·S DAY. _ NEWS OF A FORJUDAlILf. PLEJ:T OP PIRATF..!!. 

_ CILL .... GE IN Till: ASPECT OP AFPAIR$. _ 8UP PRESSIO): or 
YlRACY. _ ARRIYAL 01' TilE IIAZARD. _Sf.WB PlIQlI BRm.-t~ 

-lL\S8-I.CRE OP Til E ROYAL FAlllLT. - GUII.1' OF TilE SULTA.. ..... 

_PROBABLE PIIOCEEDIXGS OF Tin; lllUTl!ll GOVERN"lIE!>"T.

THE BRlIXE RIVER YOR1'U'IED. _ CRlIlr.~ 'l'r TilE PJILEGETIION. 

_)JR, UnooK\::'S mtFI.F.CT10l'rS ox Till-: lIASSAcm; AT BRUNE. 

-CONCLUSIOX Of lilt. DUOOKE'S JOUR."'-AL,_ CAPTAIN ),JUNDY'S 

REMARKS. 

J anuary 1. 184.6. - THE new year came in mer
-:- ,- rily, and was hailed by English voices and English 

Jan. 1. 
hearts; ay, and by English songs and English 

1846. 

toasts, and earnest were the wishes from all of us 
that we might meet here again on each succeeding 
new year. 

Then the middle of the day was welcomed with 
as showy and as curious a regatta as could be found 
or heard of in the annals of any land. Flags waved, 
banners floawd to the breeze, and happy faces 
beamed with delight, whilst the swarthy sons of 
Sarawak (as n. novel writer would express him
self) contended for prizes in solid rupees. Nevel' 
were boat races better contested, never did a people 
enjoy themselves more or behave better, and what 
we may have lacked in wit and polish, we made up 
for in merriment and laughter. 

The New-year of Old England will, I t rust, 
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llenccforward be a day of rejoicing in Sariwak,-a 1846. 

festival to which the nntives of every class may - -
look forward with a happy feeling,-a small link in 
the chain of associations with which I wish to bind 
them to my modc of government. Yet how dif. 
ferent is the N ew·year here from that of the land of 
my birth. Old England! dreary and chill is the 
sc.ason with you. In vain you deck the mansions 
of the ricl} or the ha.mlets of the poor with green 
leaves and red holly berries! In vain you endeavour 
to call forth the heart-felt burst of real enjoyment, 
or to br ing out the cheerful expression and smiling 
look! The season in itself is melancholy and cold ; 
the elements are against you. The harsh, biting 
frost nips the half-starved cottager, and cramps the 
energies of the mass of the populace, and in vain 
you talk of blazing hearths except for the palace 
'and the dwellings of the wealthy. Here the sun 
brightly shines,_ here is genial warmth and per-
petual v<lrdurc. Are we not then to be envied ? I 
should answer-Yes. And such, I believe, would 
be the answer from the poor and the houscless of 
each wintry land; for this is the country for the 
destitute and forlorn : this is the count ry for the 
tender and delicate. Such may not be the opinion 
of the rich and the powerful, who, in the cheerful 

• • 
glow of the blazing .fire, know not the miseries of 
the wint!'y blast; but for myself, rather lctme bask 
in the sunshine of a t ropical clime, than suffer the 
pinching frost of my own dear native land, which, 

VOL. II . G 
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1846. though I love it well with all its faults, and it has 
many, has few more unconquerable than its cheer
less climate. 

March J. :ftfarcTt 1. - In the midst of the general prosperity 
and increasing happiness of the tribes within the 
territory of SadLwak, I have suddenly received in
formation that the Sakarran Dynks have again been 
at sea with a force of seventy prahus, and not less 
than 1200 men, perpetrating many ravnges, burning 
villab'f'CS, carrying off the women and children into 
slavery, and laying waste the country, wherever 
their arms could l'()Rch. 

This is truly heart-rending. It was not to be 
expected, that the single attack made on this river 
by Keppel should totally eradicate, from nmongst 
a numerous and warlike population, the deep_rooted . 
and often-indulged llabit of piracy; and although a 
slight advonee hos been made in detaching some of 
their chiefs from this evil course, I find that measures 
of kindness and conciliation arc entirely thrown 
away, and that it will be necessary to give these pi
rates another severe lesson, and to collvince them that 
their haunts in the Sakarran river cannot protect 
them from my own native fleet, when supported by 
the boats of the vessels of war on the station. 

I feel perfectly convinced that, if these people be 
l>ennitted to commit piracy with impunity, other 
communities; now checked, will speedily join them, 
a~d that in a few years they will become dangerous, 
not only to tlle coasts of BOrDoo, but to the shore3 
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of more distant settlements. If these warlike tribes 1846, 

shall ever get accustomed to the usc of fire-arms, 
they will at once become a most formidable piratical 
force. How necessary is it, then, to inflict one or 
two severe lessons upon these constant disturbers 
of the public peace, and sub!equently 0. moderate 
supervision of the conduct of the rulers of the 
Sakarran, Sarcbas, and Siriki would probably ere 
long totally suppress piracy along the northern 
coast. 

According to the latest intelligence, these Sakar
ran pirates have selected a position, two or three 
miles above the place where Keppel stopped, and 
arc said to have made every preparation for defence 
ashore and afloat; their war prohus are to be pre
ceded by fire rafts, which thc strong current is to 
carry down upon our boats, and a general attack 
upon our force is to be made during the confusion. 

Capt-ain Rodney Mundy is, at present, senior 
officer in the straits, and had intended to visit 
Sarawak in the course of this month, but I now 
henr, with great regret, that the disposition ma.de 
by the admiral, in consequence of the war in India, 
will inevitably cause him to postpone his visit. 

Whenever he does appear, there will be work for 
the ship, and I have no doubt that the Captain of 
the Iris will teach these gentry wlJat it is to face 
the boats of the frigate. I have nlrendy ascertained 
that, by making a flank movement up one of the 
small streams from the main river, we shall reach 

"' 
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a position in rear of t·he pirates' defences, and that, 
after a short march across the country, we shall 
be able to attack them from a. quarrel' they little 
expected. . 

Thus, in the midst of my peaceful avocations, 
am I obliged, onC<) a1;ain, .to turn my thoughts to 
the horrors of war. What a train of reflection 
does not this necessity lead to! Am I, then, really 
fond of war? This is a question which I ask my
self. And I answer -" Certainly" - for what man 
is not? And, indeed, what else makes among my 
countrymen $0 many sailors and soldiers? But if 
I ask myself whether I am wo fond of war (meaning 
thereby that I would sacrifice justice to gratify my 
pugnacious propensity), - then my conscieIlce amI 
my entire conduct through life make me boldly 
reply with a magnificent" No," for I truly feel 
that I am entitled to give this answer. 

There seems to me to be a contradictory sort of 
sentiment pervading a portion of the English public, 
which it is difficult to comprehend. They parti. 
cularly desire to suppress piracy, but, when active 
and intelligible means arc put in operation to effect 

. this purpose, they are horrified at the possibility 
of coercive measures being employed. What do 
they expect? Do they really imagine that piracy 
is to be suppressed by argument or preaching? 
Do they propose to appeal to the tender feelings of 
these head takers? Is it by mild morality, moral 
maxims, Harvey's :Meditations, mesmeric influence, 
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a problem of E uclid, or Al'istotle's Logic that they 1846. 

would overcome the difficulty and gain the de-
sirable object of opening these waters to the peace-
fu l tradcr? For my own part, 1 am anxious and 
ready to listen patiently to any well-digested plnn , 
but at the sume time, 1 confess myself at n loss to 
discover any remedy fpr the deadly evil but the 
one which 1 have as yet successfully applied. 
Should thcre, however, be, in modern philosophy, 
any patent process for the prevention of piracy, 1 
should be glad to be made acquainted, as soon as 
possible, with its virtues and mode of application ; 
though 1 very much doubt, whether on the first 
experiment of its efficacy, more innocent lives will 
not be sacrificed than guilty ones have been lost in 
the course of all our warlike measures on the coast 
of Borneo; but, in sober truth, nothing but hard 
knocks can convert these pirates into honest people, 
and if the punishment of rogues is due to the 
better part of the community, t.he punishment of 
these piratical haunts is equally due to the peaceful 
inhabitants of numerous other rivers. Often do I 
reflect on what would be my position were I to 
adopt a doubtful line of policy. What would be 
the result? Why, that whilst I was preaching 
honesty to pitates, I should find the well· disposed, 
and most numerous body of the inhabitallts, laugh-
ing at my imbecility, or doubting the lloncsty of 
my intentions ; and I should lose their confidence 
in the endeavour to perform the Herculean task of 
convincing people of the wickedness of a course of 

" , 
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__ '_"_'_> _ life to which they have been led from earliest youth, 
and which they believe to be most conducive to 
their own self-interest. Away, then, with this 
false rcfinement, - this illlpra~ticable mode of 
action. It is a delusion. Thc desire Ot universal 
philanthropy may be boundless, but it behoves us 
who are the practical workers of systems to be 
careful that we do not fall into the serious error of 
sacrificing the good in our efforts to convert the 
bad. It is our duty to try every thing by the hard 
reality. If we form the resolution of suppressing 
piracy, we must makc up our minds to punish 
pirates. 'Ye must make a broad distinction be
tween piracy and no piracy . We must take cure 
of OlIr honest friends, and prove to them, the ad· 
vantages of honesty. We must leave an opening 
for amendment, and trust (whenever it is possible to 
adopt such a course) to the promises of reformation 
made by tIle pirate communities; but when once 
these promises are duly understood, we must inflict 
punishment for el'{'ry breach of them, and for 
every species of piracy, and we ought to act with a 
perseverance and a rapidity which would take 
away theil' breath. This has ever been my plan to 
the extent of my limited means, and by this course I 
have been able so to divide these pirate communities, 
that the converted portion might rule, or at any 
rate might greatly influence those who nave been 
wavering or may have continued dishonest. If the 
govcmment require my opinion, they may have it 
unrescl'vcdly. I should say, - act with vigour,-



CHAP. XXV.) CATASTllOPUE AT DRUNE. 81 

act because it is rig/It to act. Do not for a moment \346. 

draw baek in alarm at the shadows of possible con
tingencies; and, j udging the future by the past, I 
will venture to declare, that no very distant date 
would witness the extinet·ion of piracy in this part 
of the Eastern world. 

April 1. - The arrival of the" Hazard" two Aprill. 

days ago has brought me intelligence of a most 
melancholy catastrophe which has occurred in the 
city of Brune. The exact date of this atrocious 
act I know not, but it took place either in Decem-
ber, last year, or in January of this year. I have 
lind most heartrending details from olle of the per-
sonal nnd favourite servants of the pangeran 
Budrudeell, by name, J affer, who fled from the 
city by order of the pfl.ngeran Muda, one of the 
surviving brothers of the rajah Mudn. fla.ssim, and 
took refuge on board her Majesty's ship. 

I t appears, that the sultan, Omar Ali, after ap
pointing the rajah :Muda Hassim his successor, 
under the title of sultan Mudn, resolved upon cut. 
ting off the whole family, on account of theil' 
fidelity to the engagements entered into with her 
Majesty's government, which atrocious intention 
his highness was enabled to carry into effect on his 
faithful and .virtuous relatives, owing to a large 
number of the pangerans and chief men of Brune 
being still favourable to the piratical party. 

I t is impossible for me to transcribe the indigna
tion which I feel at this almost unheard of butchery 
of every member of the royal family known to be 

" . 
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well-inclined to the British policy. This infamous 
act has sealed the most flagrant breach of treaty 
entered into with her Majesty's government with 
the blood of the sultan's nearest relativ<:s, and his 
highness has now openly declared, tllat he is pre-
pared to fire upon the British flag whenever it shall 
appear near the defences which he is erecting. 

Had this dreadful event arisen out of any source 
of internal struggle for sovereignty or power, how
ever much to be regretted, it would not have reno 
dered me so miserable as this fearful intelligence 
has now done. Surely her Majesty's government 
will well consider the case. It is beyond a doubt 
that the treachery and bad faith of the sultan had 
resulted entirely from the fidelity of the rajah Muda 
Hassim, and of Pangeran Budrudeen to their en
gagements, anu the treaty entered into with the 
British authorities in these seas. Nor can I forge t 
that these princes and their families returned to the . 
capital, at the expl'ess invitation of the sultan, ·ill 
her Majesty's ship Samarang, and were subse
quently reinstated in their former position, under 
t.he authority of a British naval officer. What 
?ther object can the sultan have in placing himself 
in a position of such decided hostility to the British 
government than a determination to have again 
recourse to the former atJ'oeious system.of piracy 
and murder. 

No less than tllirteen of the members of the 
royal family have been massacred; and that the 
vicious sovereign gave his consent, if he did not 
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directly ol"(lel' these murders, is clenl' on the face of _"_'_' "_ 
t.he evidence before me. 

Hnd I the power I would myself destroy both 
the city nnd the sultan, or at least would depose 
him; then, if possible, I would rescue the son of 
Muda IIassim and his surviving brothers, and place 
them in a f)'esh locality, and commence de novo 
with a better government undcrmy own supervision, 

Possibly her :i\Iajesty's Government may decide 
eitller on the punishment or deposition of this 
traitor to his engagemenl:.9, nnd this murderer of 
his family. Sh?uld it be so, it will be necessary to 
consider what then will be the next best course to 
pursuc,- bow yet to save the count.ry from a return 
toits evil ways. We cannot recall the past, but if 

• 
decisive measures arc speedily taken, the small rem· 
nant of the royal family, and others not implicated 
in the sultan's guilt, may, under protection, be 
formed into a government favourable to British in· 
terests, and to the interest of commerce generally; 
but one step is absolutely necessary to be taken _ 
the British Government must act decisively if they 
wish to retain a shadow of charactcl' with the inha
bitants of the Archipelago, or to suppress piracy. 
Desultory efforts can do nothing, and I am sorry 
to say we have in part reaped the fruits of long 
delay, However, ro rail now is useless. My object 
must be to repair. The loss of I3udrudeen is irre
parable to Ilis country, and to me every thing as a 
friend j yet, in a British point of view, the mllssacre 
may be tumed ro advant.age and be the means of 
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_ '_"_'_ forming n. government, a nominal government 
entirely at our command. 

If we take possession either of LabuRn or of 
Balambangan this llew settlement will attract a 
large number of '\vorking classes in Brune, and at 

• 
once open that part of the country to the enterprise 
of the British merchant. Only nct and with vigour, ' 
and every thing may yet be done. I am inclined 
to' believe that the commander-in-chief will view 
the subject in the same light as I have done, for he 
has a personal knowledge of th e intricate question 
of Borneo politics, and I am very certain from the 
known decision and character of Sir Thomas Coch
rane, that, should he concur in the opinion w4ich 
I have expressed, he will act at once and vigor
ously against the atrocious sultan, and inflict upon 
him the punishment he really appears t o have sought 
at his hands. Sir Thomas will surely consider that 
the fate of these fine princes has ~n drawll upon 
them solely through their connection with the 
English, and that the existing government at Brune 
has eomplt>tc1y laid aside the mask, and shamefully 
broken. all the solemn engagements entered into 
last year. For myself I feel confiden t that the 
sult.an will now throw off all reserve, and that he 
will act against us in every way both openly and in 
secret. It behoves me, therefore, W be on my guard 
both to st.rcngthen my position, and to counteract 
his treachery. 

The numerous duties of the conunander-in-chief 
on so extensive a station may perllaps'render it out 



c,,"~. xxv.] FonTS os TilE BRUSE RIVF.R. 

of his power to undertake any operations in person IS.ul, 

in this quarter, but any additionnl navnl force 
upon the coost will now be of the grentcst service. 
I shall in the interim apply for onc of the Honour-
nblc Company's stenmci'S, with the objcct of visiting 
a few of the rivers, and so guard t4em agninst the 
contagion of Borneo. 

Orr further inquiry 1 hear that tllCY arc fortifying 
the river, and that several new defences nre in 
coursc of erection; and from the account which I 
have received from Captain Egerton of their pro· 
ceedings in that <)uarte1", and of their well devised 
attempt to get him into their power, it appears 
certain that it only requires a Em'opcan boat to 
make her appearance to be instantly fired upon. 

The ·first defences are on the island" of Cherimon, 
and the grent battery, which is admirably situated 
on the narrow fiat in the centre of the town, has 
also been armed with the large brass guns which in 
my lnst visit were lying dismounted on the ground. 

I have received this report from J affer. I hnve 
known him long and well, and he hns shown a.. 
devotion to his master which docs him high credit. 
I can .write np more. My poor, poor friends,. how 
sad and melancholy has been your fate ! never, 
never can I.forget it. The regret, the indignation 
which I feel overpowers me. 

May 26. - The Iris may now be expected o.t any M.~y 26. 

moment, and I t rust thnt Captain :Mundy will bring 
one of the lIon. Company's ste:\mers with him: it 
will be preferable that the vessel should be obtained 
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by his application rather than by mine, as there is a 
probabilit.y of her being employed on active service. 
I have writ ten to him to propose this, nod a t the 
same time to acquaint him that in t he event of his 
undertaking hostile measures against the Sakanan 
pirates, I should like to have as long a notice as 
possible, to allow of my collecting our native aux
ilinries, and to explain that, in a Dyak warfare in 
these r ivers, t hese natives arc very useful, and can 
follow up the impression made fu rther than we 
could do ourselves. 

If Captain "Mundy's operat ions should include nn 
attack on Brune, it would be a great t hing. Two 
corvettes, a brig and steamer, with t he boats of tIle 
I ris, would take the capital, as ships of war of light 
drnft might get up to the forts with a little manage
ment . My gun-boat might also be ready prepared, 
and would, on occasion, make a tender for the 
ftigate. 

About a fortnight ' ago I returned from a cruize 
in the Honourable Company's steamer Phlegetholl, 
which vessel, with his usual kindness and promp
titude, the Governor of Singapore despatched to my 
aid immediately on receiving my application, I 
have visited several rivers, and purpose visit ing 
several more to prevent these communities following 
the sultan's example whether fOl' murder or piracy. 
They are utterly disaffected towards Brune, and 
highly condemn the act : the sulwll has, indC<!d, 
few weU·wishel'S. D uring my absence I find that 
the Samul'ang has been hel'e, and I learn, through 
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a letter from Sir Edward Belcher, that the !llanun 
pirates nre in full activity to the northward. 
Forty Illanun war probus are in the neighbourhood 
of Brune, but whether to attack it or whether to 
assist, anticipating an assault from the English, 
does not scem clear. This information, howe\'er, 
confirms my worst fears. Brune, it is now certain, 
will either faU before these pirates, or itself becomc 
a nest of them with the sultan at the head. Either 
way how disgraceful this will be, and what will 
the natives think of the English name? Wllat 
influence or character can we have, or can we 
deserve to have, if we allow this wretched govern
ment to brea1

, evory engagement, and with im
punity to murder those who at the ri~k of life have 
been resolute in k~ping faithfully the treaty? 
I maintain that the sultan has virtually proclaimed 
himself a pirate by this act. He has murdered our 
friends, the faithful fiieruh of her Majesty's Go
vernment, because the!J were our friends, and for lIO 

other reason. I cannot think of these horrors with 
patience, and I have no vessel, no means of pro
ceeding to the northward. 

Oh how great is my grief and rage ! .. .... My 
friends! - my most unhappy friends! -aU perished 
for thcir faithful adherence to us. Every man of 
ability, even of thought, in Borneo, is dend, _ sa
crificed. .. .... But the British Government will 
surely act, and if not, _ then let me remember, 
I am still at war with this t raitor and mur
derer, - one more determined struggle, -one last 
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convulsive effort, _ and, if it fail, Borneo, and 
all for which I have so long, so earnestly laboured, 
must he abandoned und;l< • "" • • 
• • • • • • • • • 

Here Mr. Brooke's Journal abruptly ends. How 
truly do these concluding lines stamp the man. 
"One last convulsive effort:" -noble and chivalrous 
resolve. Who will not comprehend the selfsa
crifice intended by that expression. Who will not 
see, that, when once fully assured that no assistance 
would be afforded by his government, nh. Brooke 
had formed the resolution of making, with his own 
resources, one desperate attempt, "onc last COll

vulsive effort," to rescue the son of Muda Hassim, 
and the wives and children of his murdered friends 
from the grasp of the relentless sultan; but happily, 
at the moment these lines were penned, onc of the 
divisions of England's tieet, - of that fleet whose 
high privilege and distinctive character it is, " to 
be the safeguard of our most gracious sovereign, 
and the security of such ns pass on the seas on their 
lnwful occasions," - was rapidly appcoaching thc 
shores of Borneo, under t.lle immediate command of 
R eal' Admiral Sir Thomas Cochrane, who, infonned 
of the horrible massacres) llad postponed his retUl11 
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to Chinn, in order that he might repair, in person, 
to Sarownk, and offer his assistn.ncc and protection 
to his frie nd and .fcUow countryman. 

The subsequent proceedings of the commander~ 
in-chief, in conjunction with :Mr. Brooke, will be 
related in that portion of my own Journals which 
immediately follows, and, as the career of .MI'. 
Brooke will be traced through many months of 
toil and anxiety, and the scene of his operations 
will now be extended to the extreme northern 
point of the coast of Borneo, and will embrace 
those combined operations whieh terminated in the 
detent and submission of the sultan, the totn.l de.
struction of the strong-holds of the Illanun pirates, 
and, finally, by the cession of the Island of Labuan, 
with its excellent harbour, to her Majesty's 
government, I trust it will not be found altogether 
misplaced, as a. sequel to those valuable Journals, 
which, as already stated, I shall ever consider 
myself highly privilClged in having had the per
mission to present to the public . 

• 

• 
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CAP rAIN MUNDY'S JOUllNAL. 

.OAPTAIN MUNDY'S JOURNAL. 

CHAP. L 

TIU; Inl.':! ox Tl!~ Af"mCAN COA ST. - NEWS FRO)1 EXGI.ANU.
"I!OItSF.O .... '1 1) lilt. nROOIU;." _ ISLAND OF ASCE.'\'SIOl<.

R&TUa.'\" TO l'ORTSJIOUTII. - ~L FOR CII' >/"'. - TilE DlOO.
T In: IRIS A..'!D TilE FItE..'\CII aqUAIlIIOS. - MOl<800NS IN Tin; 
~'OI(J!OSA C\lAXXF.t •• _ O PlC)! CLl l'i'~;1!8. _ AI'I'(IINT)iEXT TO 

'1 1111 STRA ITS' STATIO:;. _ VISIT SUlIATIlA. - <:.A.. ... X1BAL!. -
&AIL roll ."ORA!!. _ CAL(:l,JTTA. - )lASSACRE OF lIUPA 
IT ... SIlIld ANI) OTIIBIl J IE IUl f;US 01' TilE ROYAl, F H!lI:r.

'111.1: BRITlsn SQUADROS 01'1:' ~AR.\WAl'. - lu:t:T ISG WiTH 
HR. mW()lu:. _ IUS l'll1l.ASTIlROFIC lI£ASUR(.5. - TQWX AND 

llEl!1DEXC.:" 

IT was early in the month of June in the year 1843, 
whilst I was in command of the southern division of 
the west African station, and cruizing in H. 1t S. 
I ris, off the river Congo, that a vessel was reported 
standing in fOf the land. A slavef , a slaver! at 
last, was the cry between the decks of the frigate, 
as the hands were turned up, sail quickly made, 
and 0. course shaped in the direction of the stranger. 
Our hopes were doomed to speedy disappointment; 
volume~ of smoke pronounced her to be a steamer, 
and we soon_ learned by telegraphic communi
cation, that she was in the service of her Ma
jesty, not laden certainly with the fruits of the 
odious slave trade, but freighted with five months' 
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mails direet from Englnnd; and great riehes indeed _ ,_,,_. _ 
were these to men who had passed eight drea.ry 
months cruizing on this desolate shore, without 
news of home or of happy England, and without a. 
single prize to vary the monotony of the scene. 

It WIUI some days subsequent to the arrival of 
this most welcome vessel, whilst I was engaged in 
examining !l few of the newspapers strewed about 
my cabin in seareh of intelligence from the seat of 
war in China, that my attention was arrested by 
a paragraph headed "Borneo, and Mr. Brooke." 
I reAd it immediately, and the notice, though short, 
was so full of adventure and interest, that from 
this period I constantly found myself pondering 
over the probable results of his hazardous mission; 
and I anxiously desired that the chances of foreign 
service might one day carry me out to the scene of 
his chivalrous undertaking. 

The Iris being at this time sickly, had been or
dered to proceed to Ascension, and on arriving at 
that volcunic ciniler, Captain Foote gave immediate 
directions for a meuical survey to be held on board. 

This was 11 trying and tedious business. Five 
surgeons, with their assistants, repaired on board 
the frigate, and the whole day was occupied in 
examining into the state of health of the offieers 
and ship's company. Every person on t he muster 
book had the honour of n minute and separate in
vestigation from this conclave of meuical gentlemen; 

~ and the result proving that fcver to a great extcnt 
raged in the ship, and that it "would be auvisable 

vor •. n. n 
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1844. to amend her prophyln.ctic condition" by a re
moval to a more salubt'ious part of the station, the 
commodore, in the exercise of a. sound discretion, 
gave me ordors to proceed with aU despatch to 
POl'ts)Douth, and on my arrival at that harbour we 
were forthwith paid off. 

I recommissioned the Iris when her repairs were 
completed, and, to my great satisfaction, sailed for 
India and China in February, 1844, and after some 
<lelay in the River Plate, in consequence of the 
war in that quarter, reached Singapore in July. 

My first inquiry was relative to the state of 
affairs at Sarii:wak, and I learnt that the Dido, 
Captain the Hon. Henry Keppel, was daily expected 
ill the straits en ,'oute for Borneo, and that active 
operations against the pirates were in contempla
tion, to aid which qcutenant-Colollel Butterworth, 
C. B., the Governor of Singapore, had offered the 
services of the steamer Phlegcthon. 

My orders were to proceed to Hong Kong, and 
sailing in company with a. French squadron against 
a fresh south-easter, I was furnished with a favour
able opportunity of showing the elliptkal stem of 
the Iris to the Frcn;::h envoy extraordinary to the 
Emperor of China, and to the commodore who con
veyed his Excellency in the Sirone, a fifty-gun 
frigate ~n high order, though she had not proved 
herself the" ex cellent marcheur " described by her 
officers on the day before the Fates ordained t he 
t rial of sailing. 

Fifteen months passed away, during which period 
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my cruizing ground was the coast of China, but 
ever and anon stirring news from Borneo was wafted 
to the shores of the Celestial Empire, and excited 
the deepest interest. The unequlliled and extraor
dinary career of Mr. Brooke in that hitherto inac
cessible quarter, and the many diffi culties he had 
surmounted in his steady progress towards carrying 
out his self-imposed task of regenerating u. barbarous 
people, had now been proclaimed aloud by the Ori
ental press, and had created a general feeling of 
admirat ion for his perseverance; whilst the recent 
expedition of t he Dido against t he pirates, fol
lowed up by the advent of the commander-in
ch ief, Rear Admiral Sir Thomas Cochrane, in the 
Bay of MaUudu, and subsequently by the battle 
fought in that r iver by the force under Captain 
Talbot, rendered the appointment to what was 
usually termed the "Strai~ station," t he most de
sirable of the detached commands in the gift of t he 
admiral. 

I t was therefore with great pleasure that I 
found, on my arrival at Hong Kong, the Iris had 
been nominated for t his duty. Everyone on board 
was delighted a.t the idea of changing the eternal 
struggle against the adverse monsoons for the IIlore 
exciting cha~ces of a struggle with the Borneo 
pirates, and I IIlay qere remark that none but those 
who have been exposed to these winter monsoons, 
can form e. conception of the diffic ulties of wor-kin{; 
against them; and both officers and men were not 
a li ttle grat ified at knowing the Iris to ha.ve been the 

" , 
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first fI·jgate that had succeeded in beating through 
t.he Fonnosa channel, in the height of the N. E. 
monSOOll. 

Whilst on this subject, let me" pay a just tri
bute of praise to the celebratl,!d opium" clippers. 
Built from the most improved models of every 
country, officcrcd by men of nerve as well as talent, 
and manned principally by Asiatics, these vessels 
do honour to the princely merchants who fit them 
out and employ them. In all weathers, and at all 
seasons, they nre ready for work; and the wOllder
ful passages made by them, when no other merchant 
vessels would attempt to put to sea, bear testimony 
to the energy and science of their commanders, as 
well as to the beauty and strength of their con
struction. The fleet of Mr. Matheson, the squadron 
of Mr. Dent, and the smaller vessels of other great 
firms in China, challenge the admiration of every 
seaman. 

Having received on board two million of dollars, 
five months' provisions, and eight months' stores, 
t he Iris left Hong Kong early in October, 1845, 
and anchored in Singllpore Roads on the 9th of Nov. 
Here I found a letter from Captain the Hon. Henry 
Keppel, annoullcing the arrival of the Dido in 
England after the quickcst run on record from tllC 
Straits. To this I particularly allude, as my 
friend, divining the probability of my sllcceeding 
him on tllis stution, especially called my attention 
to the position of Mr. Brooke at Sariiwak, and 
urged me to visit the coast of Borneo at the earliest 
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opportunity, and to give him that assistance which 
hi.s then precarious situation might demand. I 
wrote immediately to the English rajah to an
llouncc my appointment, and to beg that he would 
acquaint me with the state of affairs in hi s pro
vince, and say when it would be desiro.ble for the 
frigate to appear on the coast of Borneo. The 
communication with Sal'awak was at this period 
kept up monthly by a t rading schooner, which, 
carrying over English goods to the natives, brought 
back antimony are, and other productions of the 
new settlement. 

Early in J anuary, 1846, I received my fi rst com
munication direct from Mr. Brooke, which an
nounced that, although the country over which he 
ruled was enjoying peace, the people happy, and 
the town rapidly increasing in population, tllC 
piratical tribes of Sarcbns and Sakarran werc again 
in movement, and would probably in the spring 
make another attempt to destroy the rising com
merce of Sanl wak; he therefore suggested the pro
priety of my visiting the coost towards the cnd of 
March, by which time the intentions of the pirates 
would be more fully known. 

Thus provided with the opinions and desires of 
MI'. Brooke,.r· put to sea for a cruize in the Straits 
of Malacca i and aft"cr .looking in at the different 
ports of this peninsula, and also at those on the 
opposite shores of Sumatra) turned the ship's head 
towards Borneo in the middle of .March; but I can
not pass over my visit to one of the principal 

" , 
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native states of Sumatrn, named BaUu Barra, 
without detailing a few particulars relative to the 
people in the interior of that district being s:hargcd 
with the crime of cann ibalism, as it will here
after appear, by extracts from the journals of 
Mr. Brooke, t.hat this subject had not escaped his 
in quiring mind, when he suddenly found himself at 
a thousand miles distance from tllis spot, amongst 
a barbarous race, also accused of indulging in this 
revolting propensity. 

The rajah of Battll Barra., named Muven, is 
sixty-five years of age, and Ii :Mohammedan. He 
informed me that no English man-of-war had ever 
visited the roadstead; but that tcn years ago, 
Mr. Bonham, when governor of Singapore, had 
landed at the town. The r!ljah then stated that 
the e!lstern branch of the river was navigable for 
boats for a three days' journey, and flowed through 
the country of the BaUas, with whom his subjects 
traded in salt and opium; that the Battas still 
continued the custom of eating their fathers and 
mothers when old, as well as their prisoners of 
war ; and t-he Laksemana, or chief minister, added, 
that he had frequently seen these peoplc devouring 
human beings alive, and several others at the audi
ence declared they had also witnessed the cere
mony. In justice to the rajah MuYen, I must 
add, that he himself and those around him seemed 
to look with disfYust on this llonid system of can-o . 
nibalism, and quickly changed the subject to the 
one ever uppennost in the minds of all independent 
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]~3Stern chieftains, namely, as to whether the Duteh _ '_"_'_._ 
were coming to take his eOUlltry from him. 

On ·receiving the usual answer always ready pre· 
pared forthis universal question, his spirits revived, 
and the interview terminated to the satisfaction 
of nil parties. 

On the 14th of :March, whils~ standing in towards 
the roads of Singapore, with the intention of tnking 
in provisions with all despatch, in order to be off 
the river Sarawuk at the appointed time, I observed 
a large ship getting under weigh, and the signnl 
mate soon after reported, that he had made out the 
0, blue" at the mizen, and in ten minutes from that 
time we were within signal distance of the com· 
mander-in-chief. On going on board the Agin
court, I first became acquainted with the despemte 
st,rugglc then going on in the Punjab, and learned 
from Sir Thomas Cochrane, that in consequence 
of tIle state of affairs in that quarter, lle llad 
determined to proceed with his flag-ship to India, 
and that he thought it nccessnry to take the Iris 
with him. As I had written to Mr. Brooke, assuring 
him he might rely on my being in Sarawak at the 
time he proposed, I greatly regretted the nccessity 
of the change in my destination; but on the ad
miral's informing me that the Hazard was on the 
coast of Borneo, I shaped my eour~e once more 
through the Straits of :Malacca. in better heart than 
I otherwise should have done. 

After ' refitting at Trincomalee both ships pro
ceeded to Madras, and from thence I was despatched 

." 
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1846. with treasure to Calcutta. We bappened to reach 
- - - the "City of Palaces" a few days Ilnterior to a 

grand hall which was to be giw.!II by the bachelors 
• 

at Rarrackporc, and as both officers ,and young 
gentlemen (the term applied to the youths '~'ho 

tenant the mid~hipmen's berth) were anxious to 
accept an invitation given generally to an on board 
the frigate, I made up a large party for the oc
casion, and fixed our sailing for the subsequent 
dny. Unfortunately for the lovers of the dance, on 
the morning before the ball, t.he "Calcutta Star," 
in a second edition, gave the following important 
news from Borneo:-

U By the arrival of the Honournble Company's 
steamer Tenasserim, from Pinang, we learn that 
the rajah Mudn Hassim, pangeran Budrudeen, 
and all the princes favourable to thcEnglish policy, 
have been murdered by the orders of the sultan. 
Mr. Brooke, besieged at Sarawak by the forces of 
t he sultan, had retired to his fort, and was in 
imminent dange ... " 

The reader will casily believe that the perusal 
of the above few lines prompted immediate inquiry 
on my part, as to the truth of so startling an an
nouncement, and on ascertaining that despatches 
from Sarii.wak had bren conveyed by the steamer to 

Sir Thomas Cochrane at )fadras, I felt convinced 
from the known prompt.itude Rnd df.->eision of the 
commander-in-elliof, that the war in I ndia havirig 
so happily terminated, he would proceed without 
loss of time to the coast of Borneo. 
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My own line of action was evident. I sent off _ '_"_'_' _ 
expresses to Barroekpore, fOUL'teen miles distant, to 
recall the officers already there, and applied at 
once to the government for a steamer to assist in 
getting the Iris into the offing, the wind blowing 
stz'ong fl'om the south-west. 

Sil' Herbert Maddock, the acting governor, ell
tered warmly into my views, and immediately 
ordered the assistance I had requested. I found 
he had been acquainted with MI'. Brooke in early 
days, and when I pointed out the newspaper 
paragl'9.ph, he quaintly remarked, that if Mr. BI'Qoke 
were the same man now as when last he saw him,_ 
he would die at his post sooner than give wayan 
inch of ground. 

At daylight on the following morning, we were 
steaming down the Hoogly, to the infinite disap
pointment of the juvenile portion of the officers, 
whose int(ll'est in Borneo politics was, doubtless, not 
sufficiently keen to make them alive to the neces
sity of relinquish ing the pleasures of the ball, when 
the delay of a few short hours would have intro
duced them to the fascinations of t he seductive 
polka. 

Early the next day, the 8th of May, with a gale 
from the S. \-V., so fresh that the Hon. Company s 
steamer Enterprise was unable to steam out fl'Qm 
Kedgeree to show the soundings, the Iris got under 
,veigh, and, with double-reefed topsails, and top
gallant-masts on deck, in charge of a. capital 
pilot, succeeded in working out to the sand-

, 
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1846. h d ___ ea 8, and finally cleared the light-vessel t.he fol -
lowing evening. 

Carrying a press of sail, we p~ssed through the 
Andaman Islands on the 18th, and anch9red in the 
harbour of Pinnng on the 25th. The Agincourt 
had come in from Mndras on the previous day; 
!lnd by the arrival of the Samarang. Captain 
Sir Edward Belcher, from Borneo, despatches had 
been received, confirming the horrible massacre of 
the royal family, but bringing, at the same til"ne, 
the gratifying intelligence of the safety of Mr. 
Brooke. 

All attempt.s of the sultan to destroy him in his 
own province by force of anTIS, had been rendered 
impossible by the OPP()ltune arrival of the Hazard, 
Commander Egerton; and Lieutenant-Colonel But· 
terworth had instantly sent off the Phlcgethon, to 
be ready to act according to circumstances. 

By the Samiirang, I received a letter from Mr. 
13rqoke, acquainting me with what had passed at 
Brune, and giving me a hint that the services of 
the ship were much required. At the snme time 
that this letter came to hand I also received a copy 
of Keppel's wOl'k on Borneo, or rather the unitt.'(l 
J ournals of Mr. Brooke alld Captain Keppel, edited 
by my gallant friend and brother officer, and ar_ 
riving as they did so a propos, I nced Ilurdly say 
I read them with double interest. 

H aving been intimately acquainted with the cap_ 
tain of the Dido for many years, and knowing welt 
both his worth as a private friend and his merits 
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as an officer, I was well aware that he was just the 
man to have been selected for any delicate and 
dangerous enterprise, and it therefore gave me real 
pleasure to observe the high opinion which the 
English rnjah entert9.ined of his services through
out the period of their joint operations for the 
suppression of piracy. Nor was I less struck with 
tIle modesty with which the 'part which the 
officers and crew of the Dido performed, was de
scribed by the pen of my ardent-minded and active 
fri end. 

On the 9th of June the admirnl left Pinang 
in the Agincourt, accompanied by the his and 
Spiteful steamer, and after taking in stores and 
provisions at Singapore, sailed on the 18th of that 
month with the squadron under his command for 
Borneo ; and having been joined by the I'Lazard 
in the China sens, anchored off the Sarawak river 
on the evening of the 24th. 

On the following day I was invited by Sir Thomas 
Cochrane to accompany him in the Phlegethon to 
the town of Sariiwak, and by mid.day the steamer 
anchored off the mansion of Mr. Brook(>. 

If the reader has regarded the date noted in the 
few lines at the commencement of this journal, it 
will be seen that exactly three years had passed 
away since the first glimmering of the adventurous 
career of 1111'. Brooke had shot accidentally across 
my mind, and now the moment had arrived when 
the aspirations of other days were to the letter 
accomplished. 
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I stood on the spot rendered for £\'CI' memorable 
as tIle birthplace of that civilising influence which 
an English gentleman, unaided and alone, had de
voted the best years of his life ' to inc\llcnte and 
extend; and 1 came to this spot with the com
mander-in-chief, who thoroughly appreciating the 
sacrifices made by the great philanthropist, and 
foreseeing the incalculable benefits which might 
yet arise to our own country from the extension 
of her commerce in this fertile region, had hastened 
from the shores of India to act with his squadron 
should the case require it. 

Mr. Brooke, accompanied by :Mr. Crookshanks, 
Dr. Trencher, and Mr. Ruppell, received us on the 
pier, and the neces.~ary introductions over, we 
passed up the gravelled wr..lk, redolent with the 
perfume of innumerable jessamine trees now in full 
blossom, and forming a thick hedge-row on either 
side, and entered the great verandah of the pic
turesque mansion. 

Here we delayed only a few minutes to admire 
the novel and interesting scene before us, {Lnd then 
passed out into the garden below, and now whilst 
I leave the commander-in-chief and the rajah be
neat.h the welcome shade of the flowing palms in 
earnest conversation, and together, settling the 
future destiny of the kingdom of Born~o Proper, 
I will describe my first impressions, and relate 
some particulars of the state of the province of 
Sarawak at this date, the 24th day of June, 1846. 

The town itself, by the lowest computation, now 
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contained 12,000 inlillbitants, including about 150 
Chinese, whilst before the supreme authority had 
been vested in Mr. Brooke, it was limited to a few 
mud huts with about 1500 persons, most of these 
ooing either the relatives or anned retainers of the 
native princes. 

What a chfUlge had been wrought in a few short 
Y(,III'8, 

The order had been isslIed by the English rajah 
that the persons and property of every race should 
henceforth be equally protected, and that t he 
wretched Dyak, hi therto the victim of the morc 
enlightened Malay, should no longer be forced to 
yield for a nominal price the fruits of his daily 
toil; and further to insure the practical working of 
this important measure, Mr, Brooke had himself 
visited the interior, and pnsood many weeks amidst 
the wildest hordes, establishing confidence in every 
quarter, explaining the necessity of union amongst 
the various tribes themselves, without whieh it 
would be impossible for him to carry out t he great 
object he bad in view. Let them Ollce show a 
spirit and a desire to act together, and he would 
throw Qround them the shield of his power, and 
would take such steps as should prevent the ra
pacious enemi~s of the peaceful Dyak from again 
invading their homes for rapine or pillage, Already 
has this earnest appeal been attcnded with success 
in several districts; ancient family feuds have been 
quelled, animosities suppressed, find the first germs 
of a rational freedom instilled into their minds. 
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184G. The new house built by Mr. Brooke, on the left 
bank of the river, is of wood, and erected, according 
to the custom of the country, on piles, at ten feet 
from the ground. The shape is rectangular, with 
the long frontage facing the stream, and a large 
verandah embracing the foul' sides. The saloon or 
hall of reception is forty feet, long, and adjoining 
this is the library, well stocked with literature, and 
with the latest publications on geographieul and 
scientific subjects. Two bed-rooms complete the 
arrangements of the interior of the mansion, which 
is of one story only, and surmounted by a lofty and 
sloping roof, formed from the leaves of the Nipa 
palm. The kitchen, offices, and bath rooms, arc 
detached buildings at a few yards distant; and 
here also has lately been erected a neat little cot-,. 
tage, in which beds are prepared for those visitors, 
whom either duty or curiosity may bring within 
the range of the simple but cordial hospitality of 
the warm-hearted owner. 

After strolling about the grounds till evening 
set in, the whole party met again at dinner, and 
long before the cloth was removed, the chairs, 
which were arranged around the walls of the room, 
were tenanted by the principal men of the town, 
who presented themselve.<! out of compliment to the 
"Raj~h Laut," or "King of the Sea." At no later 
period two 'of the native rulers also made their 
appearance, and were provided with seats at the 
table close to Mr. Brooke, and seemed most anxious 
in their inquiries about the intentions of the ad· 
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miraI. Nothing, however, was made known beyond _'~"~'~. ~ 
the report tha t the squadron would not delay off 
this pnrt of the coast, and that Mr. Brooke would 
accompany the commander·in_chief on board the 
Agincourt to·morrow, which information, though 
received with sincere regret by every native in the 
hall, wns hailed. with delight by the naval officers 
present, as it promised to be the forerunner of 
active measures on the coast. 

Many of us, deeply interested in the graphic 
descriptions and romantic incidents, given without 
reserve by the gentlemen resident a t Sarawak, 
remained t iU a late hour strolling round the ter
race, enjoying the refreshing coolness of the breeze, 
and listening to many a tale of Borneo adventure; 
but as I hope to have other opportunities of ac
quiring a closer insight into the history of this 
novel Carthage, I will not, at so early n. stage of 
my acquaintance with the English rajah and his 
ent husiastic associates, attempt to give any further 
description, either of the country or the poople . 

• 
• 
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CHAP. U. 

ST);Al!lNO DOWN 'tilE SAR.\WAK.- FUGITIVES YROJl nRUN~ ._ 
I'REPAI{ATIQNS FOR ITS Dt:n:XCk:.-R l(TE:-i'T 01' THE MASSA 

CUE AT TilE CAPITAL._MR. BROOKE'S DEPARTURE l ' BO}! SA

nAlI'AK.-VISIT A DYAK VILLAGE._SAILING OF TIIP- SQUADROX. 

_ £X\'~:OIT10N UP TilE REJANG. _ PATING! ABDUI.RAJl ,lX 'S 

IIOUSE. _ THE KANOWJT RIVER. _ RUI:SED VILLAGE . _ SU1(· 

PRIZE TIlE PIRATE SETTLElIENT OF KANOWIT. - YlS!1' l'H01( 

TIfE CHIEF. _ EXA1HNATlQN OF TIIB I10USES. - ACCIDENT 
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1846. June 25. 1846. -REAR-ADMIRAL Sir Thomas Coch
June Z5. rane and suite, accompanied by Mr. Brooke, embarked 

on board the Phlegethon early in the morning, 
and we were soon under full power, steaming down 
the Sarawak. All were in high spirits on board, 
for though our chief never gave the slightest hint 
to those under his command, and the English rajah, 
in ~is capacity of political agent, was equally re
served on t.he subject of the state of affairs in Bor
neo, yet the public voice was not silent, and we 
knew that the sultan and his pangerans had boldly 
proclaimed, in the streets of Brune, that they had 
so strengthened the river defences, by staking the 
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channels and by the erc<:tion of forts, that they _'_"_'_"_ 
wcre prepared to oppose by force nny attempt 
made by the admiral to bring up \lis ships to the 
city. 

Many llatives, escaping in boats from thc ty
ranny of the blood-thirsty myrmidons of the sultan, 
had sought refuge in Sariiwak, and all reported 
that the piratical party were completely in tlle as
cendant; and rumours were abroad of heavy bat
teries thrown up at the salient. point of the river, 
and that the capital was put into a state of defence; 
5000 warriors were under arms to protect it., and a 
body-guard of 500 men about the person of the 
sovereign. Such were the prominent points of the 
information gathered by the officcrs from the 
loungers of l.he bazaar ; and, allowing much for 
exaggeration, it was sufficient to create a belief 
that there would be work to do. Then there 
was a steady report of emissaries from the throne 
itself secretly preparW. to put the English rajah 
to death, either by force or poison, whilst further 
particulars had been received of the atrocities 
committed at Brune at the commencement of the 
year; and instead of its being found that the 
wholesale murder of so many members of the 
royal fami ly .had been exaggerated, the truth 
went far beyond the statement given in tIle fi rst 
account. 

Thirteen of the sultan's relatives, and as many 
chiefs, inclined to encourage a friendly eommu-

VOL. II. , 
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1846. nication with European nations, fell victims to this 
successful conspiracy, and a spirit of determined 
resistance to the progress of civilisation and of 
lawful commerce was reportcd to be the general 
topic of conversation amongst the warlike tribes to 
the northward. How different a feeling reigned at 
Sal'awak was indeed apparent on the morning of 
our departure. When it became known that the 
rajah was about to absent himself from his country, 
and to proC()cd with the squadron to Brune, the 
great-est interest and anxiety WIlS manifested by 
the population. The head men of every class and 
large numbers of Chinese, Malays, and Dyaks as
sembled to bid him farewell, and as he stepped into 
the boat and waved his last adieus to his affec
tionate subjects and to the few tried friends his 
own countrymen, who had so long shared his exile 
and his privations, it was indeed a stirring spec
tacle, and evidenced in the strongest manner the 
popularity of his paternal government. 

About two miles from Sarawak the Phlegcthon 
anchored, and our party visited a village of the 
Sibuyow Dyaks, whieh was situated at the distance 
of a. few hundred yards up a small creek, and com
pletely buried in the jungle. This was the first 
opportunity afforded me of seeing t,hese interesting 
people: We took them quite by surprise; but 
Mr. Brooke being with us, they seemed delighted to 
gratify our curiosity by showing us every part of 
the building; however, as I shall probably have far 
better opportunities of observing their habits and 
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customs, I shall not attempt to describe my first 
impressions farther t.han by the remark, that the 
young women who were diligently employed in 
IXlUnding rice in mortars of large dimensions, ap. 
pearcd highly good-humoured, and of pleasant 
countenances. They were small but remarkably 
well-shaped, and with limbs of delicate formation . 
Their hair, which was long and dark, was twisted 
up at the back of the head, the front.al arrangement 
being something between a braid and the costume 
a In Chinoise. They wore earrings apparently of a 
kind of mixed mctal and of very large size, but by 
no means a becom ing ornament, being so dispro
portionat.e to their, small and symmetrical figures. 
The colour of their skins was light brown, smooth, 
and glossy. They were naked to the waist, around 
which several coils of ornamental wire were tightly 
wound, and from this a cotton garment fell grace
fully to t.he knees. The men were of short stature, 
stoutly made, alld nothing remnrkable in their 
manner or appearance. 

On the inMr wall several human skulls were 
hanging confined in a net, hut they appeared to 
llil.ve been suspended there for a long period, and 
to have been quite neglected. Numerous fine chil~ 
dren were playing about the verandah, and looked 
upon us without fear. At the side of the river 
I observed several large war prahus building, and 
was surprised at the serviceable appearance of 
-the iron tools with which the shipwrights were 
working. 

, , 
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',Ve regained the steamer after an hour's absence, 
and, weighing again, immediately proceeded on 
our destination, and shortly after sunset, Sir Thomas 
Cochrane and :Mr. Bl'ooke were on board" the Agin
court, and the captains all right in their respective 
ships. 

June 26._At daylight the squadron got under 
weigh, and proceeded in order of sailing in two 
columns to the northward, viz.:_ 

Agincourt., 74, Captain Hope Johnstone, bearing 
the flag of Rear Admiral Sir Thomas CochrmlC, 
C. B. 

Iris, 26, Capt.ain Rodney Mundy. 
Ringdove, 16, Commander Sir William Haste, 

Bart. 
Hazard, 18, Commander Egerton. 
Royalist, 10, Licut. Reid. 
H. M. steam ship Spiteful, Commander ~Iait

land. 
H. C. steamer Phlegethon, ~lr. Ross, commander. 
The Drcdalus, 20, Captain M'Quhae, with the 

Honourable Company's steamer Pluto, had been 
directed to join the squadron at Iabuan, and 
with this reinforcement the commander-in-chief 
would hnve a disposable body for land service of 
230 marines, and 500 seamen; a force of so im
posing a naturc as to inspit'e confidence of success 
in any operation that might be required, either 
by land or by water. Towards the evening the 
course was altered to t.he eastward, and the en
trance of thc Bat-ang Lupnr was just descerniblc. 
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lUG. The breeze continued light ano favourable, und 
soon after midnight the soundings having gra· -~
dually shoalcu to ten fathoms the squauroll an· 
ehored. 

June 21. - When the day broke we observeu the 
low lanu of Borneo to the sout hwaru of Cape Sirik, 
distant six or seven miles, the ships closely packed 
together, and rolling considerably in a ground 
swell. After bl'Cakfast, I received a note from the 
commander-in-chief, inviting me to accompany him 
in an expedition which he was about to make in 
the Phlcgcthon up the river Rejang, anu to pre-
pUl'C for an absence of a few days. The object of 
this excursion was to visit the chiefs of the Dyak 
tribes of Siriki and Kanowit, whose people had 
been lately at sea. on a piratical cruise, and to warn 
thc.m of the consequences of a continuance in such 
proceedings. I gladly accepted an offer which pro · 
miscO tQ lead to results so interesting, and forth-
with repail'Cd on ooard the steamer. The party 
consisted, besides our chief, of Ur. Brooke, Com-
mander Maitland, Mr. Walle]', t.he Admiral's secre-
tary, and myself. 

Orders had been given to Captain J ohnstone to 
weigh with the squadron, proceed round Crlpe 
Sirik, and cr~ise off the river Jgan till we rejoined ; 
while we ourselves, steaming away in the Phlege
thon, by noon entered the mouth of a river supposed 
to be the Rejang. The native fishermen fled in 
evel'y direction ns we approached the shore; and, . , 

0 _____ _ 
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1846. finding that the steamer could not discover nny 
--- channel over the bar with more than six feet water, 

a boat was lowered and sent to s,~)Und, and endea
vour to open a communication. She shortly suc
ceeded in inducing one of the canoes to ~now of a 
parley, and from this source learnt that the river 
we were off was the Balowi, and that the Rcjang 
was four or five miles to the sout-hward. The gig 
returned with this information, and with a large 
supply of excellent fish, amongst which the pomfret 
proved the best; and, altering our course, we en
tered the grcftt river at 3 1'. M., carrying four or 
five fathoms over the bar. 

The stream is about four miles in breadth at 
the entrance, and about a mile wide opposite the 
village of the same name, which is composed of 
a few large houses erected on lof~y piles, all in a 
very clilapidated state. Here, after many assur· 
ances of personal safety, we prevailed npon a fisher
man to act as pilot; and, cont.inning our passage 
up the stream, anchored at dnsk in the centre 
of a reach about half a mile wide, and clear of 
lofty trees. The depth was seven fathoms, and 
our distance from the sea fourteen or fifteen miles. 
Thermometer 85°, and no annoyance from mus
quitoes or other insects. 

June 28. June 28 . _ At :3 A.:r.r. the day broke, and we 
recommenced our ascent, steaming at six or seven 
miles per hour. 1,Ye reuched Sil"iki , rmd anchored 
off the house of P atingi A1xlulraman in the fore
noon. Siriki is situated in a small stream branch · 
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ing off the main river, and, at our nnchorngc., there _'_"_'_. _ 
was oorely space for the Phl'b"Cthon to swing. 

Our party landed immediately, and proceeded to 
the mansion of the chief. This strange building wus 
the firs~ Dyak house of great dimeIlsions which I had 
seen, and was erected on a high mound at 0. hundred 
yards fl'Qm the landing-place. I observed that the 
main foundation consisted of the 'trunk of a large 
straight tree, sawed off about twenty fed fi'Qm the 
roots. Around this, piles of the same height had been 
driven into the earth; and on the summit of these 
a oomboo pL'\tform was const ructed, which fOl'moo 
the floo r of the tenement. The roof was made 
from the leaf of the Nibong and other pillms, and 
the rooms not more than six feet in height, the 
women's apartments being in the renr. An im-
mense concourse of these wild people was assembled 
to meet us, and all were evidently afraid that our 
visit might lead to the destruction of the place ; for 
the fact of the ships being at anchor off the Rejang 
was already spread abroad, and the old chief him-
self had been long known as the friend of t he 
piratical party. 

T he commander · in-chief, however, being anxious 
to carry out, so far as it was possible, that pacific 
policy which ~\'as .so much in accordance with the 
views of i\lr. BI'Qoke, contented himself with re
commending the patingi to abstain from his former 
piratical proceedings, and to keep his war-boats 
within tllc river. This he solemnly protested he 
would do; and after Mr. Brooke, in an eloquent 

•• 
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speech, had communicated the intention of the ad
mimI with respect to his contemplated visit to the 
capital, we bade adieu to this picturesque spot, and, 
regaining the main stream, steamed on .again to the 
eastward. The banks of the river were not re
markable for beauty. On the sand ridges, adjoining 
the mangroves, were seen numerous crocouiles, at 
several of which we practised with small arms ; 
and great was the astonishment of these huge 
monsters, lvhilst reposing in tranquil sleep, half 
immers~d by their weight in their muddy beds, to 
receive as a first salute the contents of our rifles, 
followed up immediately by a round of grape and 
canister from the six-pounders amidship. 

After steaming, for thirteen holll's, to the junc
tion of the Igan and Rejang, we anchored for the 
night, being then about eighty miles from the sea, 
and in the centre of the river, at this point about 3. 
mile in width. During the nigllt the thermometer 
stood at 89°, and we all slept comfortably beneath 
the awning. 

June 29 .-Unde1' weigh again at daylight, and 
commenced steaming up the Kall5wit river, which, 
fl-am being about a mile wide where it joins thc 
Rejang and 19an, gradually decreases to about 
380 yards near Kanowit village, distant between 
forty and fifty miles. Our guides w~re highly 
delighted at the id(:3. of the surprise which the 
appearance of our vessel would create amongst a 
tribe of wild men who had never seen an European, 
or heard of a smoke-ship, and who were described 
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as a very cruel and wicked set. 'V c pnsscd several _'_"_'_._ 
deserted and ruined. villages, destroyed by · th~ 
pirates, as against a gcnt.le ebb we slowly ascended 
the river; the scenery gradually improved, moun-
tains being perceptible in the distance, nnd the 
jungle less impervious, with large trees to vary the 
monotony of constant low underwood. The durien 
and other fmit trees flourish here; but I observed 
no signs of cultivation , though the natives are 
reported to grow paddy and sago in sufficient quan-
tity for theil' own consumption. 

Shortly after noon our pilots pointed out the 
neck of land round whidl, in a small bay, was 
situatecJ the village of Kanowit; and above the 
trees we caught sight of numerous flags, and the 
matted roofs of houses. The admiral now ordered 
tIle steamer to be kept as close as possible to the 
overhanging palms ; and with OUl' paddle-box just 
grazing their feathery branches, we shot rapidly 
round thc point, and the surprise was complete; 
so complete, indeed, that groups of matrons and 
maidens who. surrounded by numerous children, 
were disporting their sable forms in the silvery 
stream, and enj oying, under the shade of the lofty 
palms, its refreshing waters, had scarcely time to 
skreen thems~lves from the gnze of the bold in
t ruders on their syIY.an retreat. 

It would be difficult ro describe the horror and 
consternation of these wild Dyak ladies os the 
anchor of the Phlegethon dropped from her bows 
into the centre of the little bay selected for their 
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bathing-ground, The first impression seemed to 
h~vc stupified both old and young, as they re
mained motionless with terror and nstonishment. 
When conscions, however, of the terl'i~le apparition 
before them, they set up a loud and simultaneous 
shriek, and, flee ing rapidly from the water, dragged 
children of all ages and si;.;es after t,hem, and rushed 
up their lofty ladders fOl' refuge: then we heard 
the tom-tom beat to arms, and in every direction 
the warriors were observed putting on their wooden 
and woollen armour, and secking their spears and 
sumpitans. 

In ten minutes all seemed ready for the fight, 
though evidently more anxious to find t.he ex
traordinary stranger inclined for pence. Mean
while, the steamer swinging gradually to the young 
flood, and so drawing her stern within a few 
yards of the landing-place, brought into view the 
whole of the under part of the Boor of this immense 
building erected at the very brink of the stream; 
for the piles on whieh it was supported wer(J forty 
feet in height, anll although at this short llistance, 
had these savages chosen to attack us, a few of the 
spears and poisoned arrows might have reached our 
decks, it was evident that their own nest thus 
raised in the air, though containing 300 desperate 
men, was entirely at our merey_ 

Our guides or pilots had hailed them from the mo
ment of our arrival, counselling them to desist froin 
any aggressive act, telling them that the stmngers 
were white men from the ,Vest, were friendly, and 
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that the Gt'Cat Sea Lord wished to receive a visit I S.JG. 

from the chief of the tribe, who might trust him~f 
. on boorcl in safety ; but the fcurs of the people were 

too strong, and the chief not venturing to come 
forward, the admiral directed a white flag to be 
hoisted. After some little stir it was discovered 
that no flag of this colour was in t.h e Indian code, 
and as no white bunting could he found on board, 
I had recourl:le to one of my linen sheets, wllich 
was quickly triccd up at the fo re, and its effect 
seemed instantaneous. 

In a moment from the large verandah, and from 
every window, strips of white cloth were hung out, 
and amidst loud shouts of joy, the men rushed 
down the ladders, some bringing the flags with 
them, and others launching their canoes, pulled 
directly to the steamer without apprehension. 

ThQ chief, who was a very old man, with about 
thirty foHowel'S, then came on board. He was 
profusely tattooed all over the body, and, like the 
rest of his SAvage crew, was a hideous object. 
The lobes of his ears hung nearly to his shoul
ders, and in them immense rings were fixed. 
ROt,lIld his waist he wore a girdle of rough bark 
which fell below his knees, and on his ancles large 
rings of vario)ls metals. With the Qxception of 
the waistcloth, he was perfectly naked . 'Ye knew 
that this old rascal and the whole tribe WCI'C pirates 
downright and hercditary, and that, joined with the 
Sil'iki people, they had only a few months ago com
mitted dreadful outrages on the const, thcir most 



124 

1846. 

CAI'TAIN MUNDY'S JOliR~AL. [CHA1', II. 

recent amusement having been a descent on the 
village of Palo, which, after a brave defence by the 
inhabitants, had been totally destroyed. Palo, like 
Rejang, is, or rather was, a collection of houses 
built on the summit of immense piles' forty feet 
from the ground, and, according to the informfl-tion 
given us by OUf pilot, was inhabited by a race of 
Milanows, brave and accustomed to war. 

The invading force of tattooed warriors was, how
ever, too !Jumerous to be long withstood, and the 
piles being eventually either hacked to pieces Of 

burnt down, the lofty buildings fell with a crash 
to the ground, when, with the exception of a few 
able-bodied mell, who may have escaped to the 
jungle, the whole tribe was made captive, and car
ried away in triumph to Kanowit. The young and 
lovely of the women were, of course, the greatest 
prizes, and as several appear to have been taken 
on this occasion, and the law of having only 
one wife seems to be in force in this quarter, 
we must suppose that many of the youthful 
Kan(iwittians were anxious to be provided with a 
foreign bride. 

Under the circumstances above detailed, it is not 
surprising that this horde of desperadoes was much 
alarmed at our presence, believing t.hat their doom 
was scaled. The fame of 1\'[ 1'. Brooke had reached 
even this remote spot, 120 miles in the interior, 
and thc atrocities committed at Brune by the 
sultan were also knowIl, proving that a com
munication exists throughout the greater part of 
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Borneo Proper. The admiral gave the same advice 
to this man as he had done to the Chief of Siriki, 
and the same promises were made in return, of 
abstaining from piracy for the future. This chief 
was suffering from ophthalmia, and after the ter
mination of the audience, he was handed over to 
the surgeon, who quickly relieved him, and the 
octogenarian savage returned to his house in an 
cxtacy of delight. 

Having dismissed our visitors, we all landC!d, and 
some of us mounting the ladders of these ext.raor
dinary houses, presented ourselves as objects of 
curiosity to the women and children. I was sur
prised to find the fonner as well clothed as the 
Chinese, and rather good-looking. Their skins a 
dark brown, like the American Indians. The rooms 
were literally crowded -with children, who, after 
receiving a few presents, soon got accustomed to 
I1S, and dancccl around, and laughed heartily. 

I could just stand upright in the room, and looking 
down at the scene below, might have fancied myself 
seated on the topmast cross-trees. Having traversed 
every p.."l rt of the long gallery thus level with the 
summits of the trees, and distributed the few gifts 
we had to bestow on the women and children, we 
turned our backs on the pendant human skulls, and 
retracing our steps to terra firma, immediately pro
ceeded to the Phlegethon, where we found perfect 
confidence established bC!tween the crew and the 
natives, and an active exchange of goods in opera
tion. Old t in "preserve·pots" and tobacco were 
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_'_"_'_"_ the articles mostly prized by t.he Kan5wittians, and 
were freely given for the primitive weapons of this 
warlike people. 

• 
On an adjoining eminence stood a .small build. 

ing, elaborately decorated with flags, which was 
reported to be the tomb of one of their men reo 
nmvned in war, and which appeared to be an 
object of much interest to Sir Thomas Cochrane, 
who examined it most minutely. 

After a two hours' visit , we commenced our 
descent of the river, and anchored at dusk at the 
junction we had left in the morning. The day's 
work had been most interest ing, and we also ascer· 
tained that the Phlegethon might have proceeded 
about forty miles further inland, after which ca· 
nocs alone can ascend the river ; but whether there 
is water communication to any of the other large 
rivers which run either to the south or south·eastern 
side of Borneo, we could not satisfactorily ascertain, 
nor could we gain any positive information as to 
the great lake of Kina-Balow, but :Mr. Brooke is 
inclined to believe in its existence. 

June 30. June 30.-At daylight we commenced steaming 
/,_--"u~o:"vn the 19an, mango t rees and jungle close 

\ ! .::, \ \ ",,19 he water's edge, the general character of tIle 
\ \ /;~~):. being the same as the Rejang, and nowhere 
,, ~. ~ .. ..any'-:Sirrns of cultintion . 'Ve saw no crocodiles 

- '\ ~~~ '-- '7 
: " ~o.day. ____ About one i'.M., in rounding one of the 
- ~ ~ ints -about cigl't miles above the village of JgaJl, 

";/ ~-

-.- -.: v .. " .We ~uddenly shoaled the water, and, before we 
..-" ./ ..... , •• L- __ 

""\A,'\ 'ewld stop the engine, shot into fi ve feet, and 
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groull(k-u. The stream-anchor wus quickly laid 
out and hove on, but as the tide had fallen con- - - 
sidcrnbly, all our efforts to get afloat were of no 
nvail. I t now bccnme n question of patience for 
the next flood; so steadying her with t he bower 
laid out in the middle of the stream, we went to 
dinner, having previously despatched one of the 
cutters out to sea, to endeavour to communicate 
with t.he squadron, and obtain assist.ance. In the 
meantime our position, jammed in amongst the 
Nipa. palms, was extremely disagreeable; the heat 
oppressive, and the ship's deck completely taken 
possession of by innumerable musquitos and sand-
flies. The admil'3.l, however, retired to rest, punc-
tual as ever to his hour, fis~uming a perfect 
indifference, if he did not feel it ; whilst Brooke, 
:Maitland, and myself. perched ourselves on the 
paddle-box, and, endeavouring to drive away our 
tormentors by the" vivifying weed," discussed 
Borneo politics till morning's early dawn, when 
we resigned ourselves to our planks, regn.rdless of 
the enormous spiders, cockroaches, and occasional 
scorpions, which, with myriads of ants, had 
been brought on board by our savage friends 
at Kanowit, and now sought shelter under our 
lee. 

Jtdy 4.. - dn the morning of the lst, we hove 
• 

the P hlegethon off fiS t he t ide rose, and, steaming 
down the 19an, reached the village nt eight. I t 
stands on the right bank, about four miles from the 

J Illy 4 • 
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_'''_'"_ sea, and contains three thousand inhabitants, in· 
eluding three hundred fighting men. The children 
in the large verandahs facing the stream seemed 
innumerable, and, with the women, came out to see 
us pass. Flags were hoisted, and preparations 
made to reeeive the English rajah; the chief and 
his gaudily dressed followers, with their large um
brellas and ronners, being already at the landing
place when the steamer appeared abreast of the 
village. 

The admiral, however, did not wish to com· 
municate, as Mr. Brooke had visited the place 
two months before, and had announced the deter
mination of the British Govenunent with respect 
to piracy, and had also made agreementS for having 
wood cut for the steamers. In another hour we 
were once more in the open sea, after a cruise of 
four days in the interior ; having entered, as will 
be seen by reference to the chart, on the western 
shore through the Rejang, and got out again on the 
northern shore by the 19an. 

Nothing was to be seen of the squadron on any 
part of the horizon; but, just as we were losing 
sight of the land, heavy guns were heard in the 
north-east quarter, and to that direction we accord
ingly steered. The weather was perfect, and the 
sea. smooth, with a light breeze favourable to our 
progress towtlrds the Borneo river; but, as yet, the 
treacherous sultan can hardly be aware of the for
midable force which is gradually approaching his 
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wicked capital; nor would his highness probably _ '''_ '_._ 
dream that, in so few months after the perpetration 
of his atrocious murders, ~e earnest appeal of the ~ 

English rajah would be warmly responded to by 
the advent of the commander-in·chief in person, to 
call both the sovereign and his ministers to account 
for the brench of faith, and of the treaty lately 
entered into with her Majesty's Government. 

And now I will endeavour to narrate, in as con
cise a. form as possible, the substance of a most 
a!Tecting and interesting history. 

This forenoon was occupied with a 5tl·ict ex
amination of Juffer, the confidential SI:lrvant of the 
murdered pangeran Budrudcen , who had been taken 
on board the Phlegethon at Sarawak for this pur
pose. Sir Thomas Cochrane was particularly de
sirous of hearing verbatim from this mnn the whole 
account of the assassination of the members of the 
royal fnmily, and therefore requested :Mr. Brooke 
to take to his assistance the two interpreters brought 
from Singapore, and to interrogate the witness in 
his presence. 

'fhe young Bornean was therefore brought upon 
the quarter-deck of the steamer, and desired to 
relate circumstantially all that he knew personally 
relative to this horrible tragedy. 

Jaffer then stated, that on the arrival of H. M. S. 
Hazard at the entranc~ of the Borneo river, in the 
month of Mnrch, he proceeded on board that vessel 
by order of pangeran Muda Mohamed, for the pur-

VOL. ll. K 
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pose of informing Captain Egerton of the events 
which had taken place, and to tell him from :Muda. 
Mohamed on no account to t rust hi.mself at the city, 
as, if he did so, his life would ccrt"ainly ~ sacrificed. 
nearly all the royal family, friends to the English, 
baving been killed ; and that the sultan was erecting 
forts to defend the r iver, and was determined to 
hold no further intel'(!Ourse with Europeans. J affer 
further stated, that it was with great diffi culty 
he had managed to escape from the city, and to 
reach the ship, and that he explained to Captain 
Egerton that he wished to remain on board the 
Hazard, and go on to Sarawak to see Mr. Brooke, 
such being the instructions which he had received 
from pangeran Muda Mohamed, who, with three 
other brothers, and a few children of Muda Hassim, 
alone survived the fatal night of the massacre. J af· 
fer continued his narrative by stating that the rajah 
'Muda Hassim, at the especial d irection of the sove
reign, had assumed the title of muda, or young 
sultan, and had been declared heir to the throne; 
and, to every appearance, was in high favour with 
his highness. 

The four brothers wore at this time living in 
security in various parts of the city, quite unsus
picious of any conspiracy against them, when sud· 
denly, in the dead of night, the houses .of each of 
the princes, and other men of rank known to be 
favourable to the English policy and to the sup
pression of piracy, were attacked by orders from 
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the sultan, givcn under the royal signet., and thir 11146. 

t een members of his own family - uncles, nephews, - -
and cousins _ were barbarously assassinated by this 
unnatural monster. Jaffer, at the moment of the 
attack, was in attendance on his lord the pangeran 
Budrudeen, and, with a few of his immediate fol-
lowers who happened to be in the house, made 
every exertion to repel the assailants. 

For some time Budrudeell fought bravely at their 
head; but, taken complet.ely by surprise, overpowered 
by numbers, and desperately wounded, he at last 
gave way, and, retiring by the women's apartments, 
escaped to a distant part of the building, aecom. 
panied by his sister and by another young lady, 
aU of whom were by this time aware, from the 
shouts and exclamations of the multitude, that 
Budrudeen was attacked by the authority of his 
own uncle and sovereign, whom he had so long 
and faithfully served. 

On rejoining his lord, Jaffer was directed to 
open a cask or barrel of gunpowder which was 
found standing in the room. This order he imme
diatelyobeyed, and waited his lord's further com· 
mands. 

Pangeran Budrudeen then took a. ring from his 
finger, and calling Jaffer to his presence, placed it 
in his hands· with a last injunction to flee ill haste 
to· the sea, to ('ndco.vour to reach Sarawak, and to 
convey the ring to his friend Mr. Brooke as a dying 
memento of his esteem, and to bid Mr. Brooke not 
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to forget him, and to' lay his case and the cause of 
his country before the Queen of England. 

Having received the ring, and fl)-ithfully promised 
to comply with these commands, Jaff~r was or
dered to depart, and as soon as he had done so, hig 
lord fired the gunpowder, and pangeran Buclrudecn 
and the two women were instantly blown up. 

Of Uucla Hassim's death no circumstantial ac
count has yet reached me, but I introduce the fol
lowing brief narrative as related to Mr. Brooke:_ 
" Forty or fifty men surrounded the house of Muda 
Hassim, and having set it on fire in several places, 
a general attack was made by these ruffians. Muda 
Hassim, in the confusion of the first onset, effected 
his escape to the opposite side of the river, with 
several of his brothers, his wife and children, and 
protected by the small body of his attendants whom 
he had hastily collected, was enabled for some time 
to defend himself against his enemies. Over
whelmed at last by the number of his assailants, he 
was obliged to give way, and having lost all his 
guns, ammunition, and property, he found himself 
at the mercy of his opponents. Some of his brothers 
had been shot, others wounded, and no hope re
maining of safety except in the mercy of his sove
reign, he sent messages to beg that his life might 
bc spared . This was peremptorily refused, and 
death being thus inevitable, he retreated to a. boat 
which chanced to be at the river's side, and placing 
a quarter cask of gunpowder in the cabin, he 
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called to his surviving brothers and sons to enter, 11146. 

and immediateJy firing the train, the whole party - -
were blown up. l\Juda Hassim, however, was not 
killed by the explosion, but determined not to be 
taken alive, he terminated his existence by blowing 
out his brains with a pistol. 

"Ju.ffer, the servant of Budrudeen , with much 
difficulty effected his retreat and contrived to hide 
himself for several days in the city : at length 
he was discovered and brought before the sultan, 
who perceiving the ring on his finger, imme
diately took it from him and ordered him from 
his presence. Jaffer then found an asylum with 
pangeran M uda Mohamed, the broth('.r of Mudn 
Hassim, who after being desperately wounded in 
several places, had saved his life by flight and been 
ultimately protected by the sultan, his uncle. The 
sultan had openly proclaimed that he had killed 
the rajah l\luda Hassim, and the other members of 
the royal family, because they were the friends of 
the English, and were anxious to act up to the 
treaties, and to suppress piracy. His highness had 
also built forts and made no secret of his determi
nation to oppose by force any attempt to approach 
the capital. On the arrival of the Hozord he had 
sent two pangerans down the river under the dis-

• 
guise of fri ends, b~aring Muda Hossim's flog for 
the express purpose of inducing the captain to 
accompany them on shore, when they intended to 
kill him, and the people in the streets of Brune 

I' 



134 CAPTAIN MONDY'S JOURNAL. (C ..... P. II. 

1846. and in the bazaars talked loudly of cutting out 
any merchant vessel which might appear upon the 
coast. 

"The sultan had also engaged a man to convey 
an order under the royal hand to pangeran Makota, 
to murder Mr. Brooke either by treachery or by 
poison, or if not able to accomplish this object, to 

excite the people of Sarawak to drive him out of 
the country." 

Such are the particulars of this most abomi
nable tragedy. They agreed in every part with 
the depositions made before the authorities at Sin
gapore; and though subjected to a long cross
examination by the commander·in-chief and Mr. 
Brooke, J affer maintained a dignified deportment, 
and gave his evidence with a manliness and good 
feeling that spoke volumes for the truthfulness of 
his melancholy history. Frequently, when relating 
in detail the cruelties of that fearful night, and the 
gallant bearing of his lord and master, he was 
completely overcome; and seemed oppressed with 
renewed grief when obliged again to relate the 
circumstances of this great man's noble and mag
nanimous death. 

Poor Budrudeen! I had myself heard so much 
of him, of his noble character and immense supe
riority over all the ot-her princes of Bornco, that, 
though he had passed away from the scene before 
I had become acquainted with tile stirring events 
acting on this new field for British enterprise, still 
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I was a willing listener to the ancWotes of his 184C. 

active life, which were given us by rajah Brooke 
as we steamed niong the sea-board of this mag
nificent country - a. country which Brooke had 
fondly hoped, through the promised aid of llIuua 
Hassim and Budrudcen, on some later day, to 
have rcstored to its ancient state of grandeur and 
prosperity. 

The opinion which Sir Thomas Cochrane had 
fanned of Budrudeen was also most favourable. 
I t appears that when the commander·in-chief an
chored off Brune, in the summer of last year, this 
prince, with four or five others, went on board 
the :flag-ship, to pay a complimentary visit; and 
Sir Thomas infonns me that he was particularly 
struck with the polished manner of Budrudeen on 
his first int roduction. On being ushered into the 
cabin, he came forward with much dignity and 
composure, followed by the other princes ; and on 
the admiral pointing out to him II. seat, and in a 
manner endeavouring to conduct him to it, he 
took hold of the admiral's hand, and insisted on 
leading him first to the ottoman, nor would he be 
seated till he had accomplished this object. Sir 
Thomas described to me, that he was both sur· 
prised and amused at this piece of gallantry, but 
was still more stru?k by the manner and grace 
with which he performed it, and by ll is whole sub
sequent deportment, which, during a long inter· 
view, was marked by the same ease and gentleman-
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like bearing, and would have done credit to the 
most polished courtier of any age or country. Of 
M uda Hassim Sir Thomas did not form SO favour-. 
·able an impression, describing hIm as much inferior 
to Budrudeen, though more distinguished in ap
pearance than the other branches of the royal 
family.. All were handsomely and well dressed; 
and shut out., as they must have been from their 
youth, from the civilised world, it becomes a 
matter of astonishmeut whence such an attractive 
manner and good breeding could be derived. 

Having been present during the whole of Jaffer's 
examination, it will readily be believed that I felt 
more than ever indignant at. the inhuman bar
barity of the sultan, and could well enter into the 
feelings of Mr. Brooke, and conceive the cup of 
bitterness which he had drunk when he received 
from the faithful Jaffer the account of the last 
moments of the noble Budrudeen, and his dying 
assurances of an unchangeable affection. 

The whole history appeared written in the cha
racter of an Eastern tale, purposely crowded with 
horrors. It was difficult to believe in the reality 
of such scenes being enacted in these enlightened 
days, or to imagine that the story which had been 
listened to with such earnest attention by the com
mander-in-chief was not a romantic fiction, but a 
stern and undoubted fact. A stubborn fact, in
deed; the results arising from which to European 
commel'ce in the Eastern seas none can foresee. 
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So undisguised and determined a breach of engage
ments with the British Government has been un
heard of in these days. I t demands most prompt 
and decisive measures ; and though the responsi
bility of undertaking auy hostile measures at SO 

many thousands of miles from England is im
mense, yet t he known -firmness of character and 
determination of our admiral is an assurance 
that there will be work for the squadron, if ample 
reparution be not made by the sultan and his 
government. 

At the close of the examination of J afTer, we 
found ourselves within a few miles of the Agin
court, and the captains having rejoined their 
respective ships, we bore away for the river Oya, 
it being the intention of the admiral to stand close 
along shore, to show the squadron to the astonished 
natives, The Iris was ordered to take the Phlcgc. 
thon in tow, imd a very unpleasall t companion I 
found her; for scarcely had she been secured than 
the weather became thick and rainy, and the 
breeze increasing to a fresh gale from the S.W. 
quarter, brought up a considerable sea, and with 
difficulty the two ships . were kept from contact. 
1'0 add to the beauty-of the position, we sudclcnly 
shoaled our water from fifteen to six fathoms, but 
hauling rapidly to ~he northward, soon deepened 
again, and at Sllnset last evening anchored off 
Tanjong Rarram in twenty-two fathoms. From 
the great inequality of t.he soundings, this is de-
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cidedlya dangerous point to close with at night. 
From hence we sailed within a few miles of the 
coast towards Labuan, enjoying the prospect of the 
magnificent scenery, and thiS afternoon we an· 
chored off the extellilive shoal of Moarra, at the 
entrance of the river "Brune. 
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CHAP.IIL 

CIl4SE 0" T R,\I)' NO I'RAIIUS. _ SQUJ..DROS F.NTF. IlS T liJ; B(JRXF.o 

RlV F.Il . - L.;TTEIl FIlOl l TnE SUI.TAN. _ SCIlEllF. OF TREAcn

ERY. - I'LAN 0 . ' T"F: OPERATIONS AGAINST mwxt.. _ p ItO

OUESS 01' Tilt: ':XI'EDITION. -OQJI!IENC.;MtXT OF 1I0 STl 

LlTII~S. - TII K E NEHY'S DATTERU:S. - CASUALTIES ox IIOARD 

'I'm: PII LEOETUOX. -VJ.LUE OF STI'.AlI ERS IN RU'l::!\ OI'KJIA

T IOXS. - TIn; CIT Y I"'"!"TERT SIL EXCI'.l>. _ CAPTURE 01' GUNS. 

- DI!.STRUCTIO:S OF TIlE WOltKs . - FALL or natt:N~. 

July 5.-RAIN and heavy squalls during the day 
from t he N.W. Mr. Elliot, the master of the Agin
court, away sounding the passage across the bar, 
thc admiral having decided to take the flag·ship 
into t he river, if a chnnnel could be found. In the 
afternoon :five prahus were seen, with reefed foresails 
set , endeavouring, under cover of a heavy squall, to 
pass from Labuan to the main: One of these was 
overtaken by the boats sent in chase, and brought 
in, but released immediately by t he admiral, when 
di!!covered to be a. tracling vessel. 

July 6.-At daylight the signal was made to 
weigll, and to proceed into the Borneo river. The 
wind was light, and directly out. The Agincourt 
was taken in tow by the Spiteful; the P hlegethon 

• 
going ahead to show the soundings, and by eight, 
A. M., the commander-in-chief had tbe satisfact ion 
of seeing his flag-ship securely anchored within 
Moar ra Island, ha.ving crossed t.he bar at the top of 
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_'_"'_'_' _ high,water, with twenty-seven feet on it, this depth 
extending over a space of a mile in width ; the I ris 
and the other vessels worked .in, and all were 
moored by noon. The captains of the squadron 
dined with the admiral, and at the time we were 
assembled on board, a large prahu was seen coming 
down the :river, decked with flags, apparently COll

taining some men of rank, as two handsomely 
dressed individuals were seated under a large 
yellow damask umbrella, surrounded by numerous 
attelldants. The prahu paddled boldly alon~ide 
the Agincourt, and the gentlemen came on deck, 
and having declared themselves to be pangerans, or 
princes, sent by the sultan to welcome the com· 
mander-in-chief, delivered a letter from his highness, 
of which the following is a translation : _ 

Translation. 

"This letter is from sultan Omar Ali Seffedin, 
who is sitting upon the throne of the kingdom of 
Borneo and its dependencies, together with the 
nobilities belonging to the said kingdom, and all ~he 
rajahs under him. 

" Weare happy to learn t hat our friend James 
Brooke, Esq., has arrived, and in consequence we 
send a small boat to meet him . P ang!,ran Muda 
Mohamed sends many compliments, and wishes to 
state some particulars about " a ship which lately 

• Alluding to the arrival of her Majesty's ship Huard, Commander 
Egertm" in the preced ing March. 
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came to Borneo. When the news arrived in the 1846 . 
• 

city. within four or five hours afterwards the sultan 
ordered a boat with two pangerans, the chief of 
whom was pangeran Som. and pangerun Hassim. 
On arriving at the ship they met the captain, and 
on finishing their conversation with him, they re
quested leave to return, and the captain remarked, 
'At eight o'clock to-morrow I shnll come up and 
meet the sultan.' 

"The sultan was pleased to learn this, and waited 
two days without the captain coming. therefore he 
sent a boat with two pangerans, with a present of a 
bullock and fowls, and the provisions of the place. 
On arriving at the ship the captain would not re
ceive them, and ordered them to retire, not allow
ing them to approach. 

"On their returning to the city the sultan re
ceived the news, and was very sorry, as was like
wise the pangeran Muda Mohamed, that the boats 
and presents of the sultan had not been received. 
A follower of the pangeran Budrudeen, by name 
Si J affer, whom the pangeran Muda Mohamed 
wished to detain, fled to the ship, and it was in 
consequence of this the captain did not receive the 
boat, beenuse he was very angry. The pangeran 
Muda Mohamed, with many compliments, requests 
our friend not to believe any thing Si J affer may 
have stated. Even the sultan himself, our fliend, 
cannot believe, without being certain of the facts 
from t.he other rajahs, the ministers and nakodahs, 
and the people in general. 
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__ "_'_' _. _ " With our compliments, we state our friend can 
consider the facts. 

(Seal of) " SULTA." OMAR ALI. 
"PANGERA..'q MUllIN . • 

"PANGEltAN MUDA MOHAMED," 

Having read the letter, which was countersigned 
by pangerans Muda Mohamed and Mumin, Mr. 
Brooke proceeded to examine the bearers, and 
having strong grounds for believing that they were 
impostors, and not men of rank as they represented 
themselves, and understanding, moreover, that they 
were commanded by the sultan to deliver a mes
sage to the admiral, to the effect, that though his 
Highness would be delighted to see him at the 
capital, he could not alWw him to come up, attended 
by more than two small boats, Mr. Brooke re
commended that they should be detained on board. 
This was accordingly done, and the arms and guns 
having been taken out of the prahu, she was se
cured astern for the night. It appeared evidcnt to 
Mr. Brooke, that the whole proceeding was a 
scheme of the piratical party in power at Brune, to 
get the admiral to trust himself with 0. small force 
amongst them, and that it was f1 repetition of the 
treacherous attempt., made some months previously, 
to secure the person of Commander Egerton. The 
letter itself, was a mere string of unmeaning 
Oriental phrases, and the seal of Muda Mohamed, 
who was known to be friendly to the English, had 
probably been obtained by force . 
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In the afternoon of this day, the n.dmiral had 
visited the island of Cherimon, on which he found 
two large batteries not yet finished, and whilst ex
amining this position, the master completed the 
survey of the narrow channel abreast of it, and 
buoyed it off. The greatest depth in the channel, 
at high-water, was thirtc<Jn feet, but the bottom 
was soft mud, and hopes were, therefore, entertained 
of being able to get both the U SpitcfuP' and 
" Hazard" over, they drawing fourteen feet and a 
half. 
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July 7. -This morning the captains of the Jul,1. 

squadron received the plan and details of the ope
rations to be undertaken against the city of Brune, 
should the sultan act hostilely against the steamers 
on their going up the river. My orders were to 

take the command of t he gun-boats, seven in 
number, and manned by one hundred seamen. 
Soon lifter daylight the admiral shifted his flag to 
her Majesty's steam-vessel Spiteful, and proceeded 
up the river, with the Hazard and Royalist in tow. 
The Spiteful had been lightened of every spare 
article on board, and, by admirabJe management, 
was forced through the mud, at full speed, over a 
space of a hundred yards, with two feet less water 
than she drew. The Royalist followed, but the 
Hazard, less fortunate. in warping, took the eclge of 
the shoal, the channel being scarcely t hirty yards 
wide, and remained hard and fast. 

In the afternoon the P hlegethon returned, bring
ing orders that the marines and the rest of the 
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1846. party forming the expedition wore to be embarked 
in that vessel at four the following morning, and to 

join the commander-in-chief with all despatch above 
the island of Cherimon, six miles distant. 

Gaptain Johnstone and Sir William Haste dined 
with me to-day, and we warmly discussed the pro
babilities of peace or war; and although Mr. 13rooke 
had always stated that he believed the war and 
piratical party were ready and determined to resist 
us, under a false estimate of our rcal power, and an 
equally false idea of their own strength, I could 
hardly imagine that folly could go so far as to 
offer opposition to so large a force brought to the 
river by the commander· in-chief in person. I was 
sorry to find that my friend Hoste would not rw 4 

company us up the river; his orders were, to take 
die station off Labuan, and to look out for the' 
Drodalus and Pluto, daily expected; however, as 
the gallant commander had only recently joined 
the squadron from England, if one vessel must 
perform that duty, it was reasonable to expect 
that it would be allot ted to the Ringdove, I may 
also add, that her draught of water, being fif· 
teen feet, was a decided drawbrwk against her 
employment in river operations; and in this par. 
ticular the advantage of such vessels as the Eu" 
ridice- and Modeste, constructed on the plan of 
rear·admiral' the honourable George Elliot, must 
be very apparent, 

Besides a document containing a statement of 
the particular duty assigned to each ship of thc 

• 
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squaclron, t he captains have also receivecl from the 
commancler-in-chief a. programme of the general 
arrangements for the intended operations, which, 
being short, and drawn up with great PCI'SpiCllity, 
Clmnot fail to be useful as a ready reference, if the 
forces of the sultan really intcncl to oppose our 
progress up the river. 

July 8. - A fine bright morning. At four A . ~(. 

Captain Hope Johnstone and myself embarked 
on board the Honourable Company's steamer, 
P hlegcthon, taking with us the detachment of 
marines, under Captain Hawkins; the rocket and 
field-piece party, ancl howitzers, under Lieutenant 
Paynter, assisted by Licutenant Heath, with the 
seamen, small·arm men, under the immediate com" 
mand of Captain Johnstone, and the gun-boats of 
the squadron under my own orders. At thirty 
minutes after seven we joined the commander
in-chief, inside the bar, off Cherimon Island, and 
went on board her Majesty's ship Spiteful to 
brcakftl.St, a.t which time we received our final in
struCtions. -

My orders were, to return to the Phlegethon and 
lead up the river to the city, distant twelve miles, 
taking the gun-boats in tow, and to prepare for 
action. The rocket and field-piece party also re
mained in the Company's steamer, and the following 

• 
• 

• All cn(leavoul":'l to get the Hazatd off had proved ineff~etunl, and 
~3 we 'tenmed through the narrow channel, .he lay fixed on the sand, 
.... ith hnlfher copper ou~ OfWRtcr. 
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1840. arrangements were made, under the direction of 
Lieutenant Paynter. The rocket-tubes, twenty-four 
and twelve pounders, six in number, were fixed on 
the bridge connecting thc paddle boxes, and the 
how~itzers, and field-pieces forward, ready to act on 
either how. All the marines and small-arm men 
were on board the Spiteful and Royalist, the latter 
being in tow of the steam frigate. The whole 
number of bayonets was six hundred, viz.: 
marines, 200, - Agincourt's seamen, 186, - Iris's 
seamen, 64-, - Hazard's seamen, 50, - Ringdove's, 
40,_Spiteful's, 40,_Royalist's, 20. The boats to 
land the party were the Spiteful's paddle-box boats, 
which held 130 marines; Agincourt's pinnaee, and 
two cutters; Iris, two cutters; Ringdove, one cut
ter; Hazard, one eutter; Phlegethon, four cutters . . 

At half past nine, A. M., the signal was made to 
proceed, and away we went, telegraphing the sound
ings. At ten we suddenly lessened the water to 
nine feet; the Spiteful, two cables' lengths astern, 
drawing fourteen feet six inches; however, she shot 
out clear of the danger, and I sent my gig down to 
keep sounding close under the large steamer's bow. 
At half past ten, at a short turning of the river, 
which was here about half a mile wide, we got sight 
of four batteries, two of which were directly a-head, 
in a raking position, erected with much judgment, 
on a rising ground, where the course of the river 
suddenly changed at a right angle. The other two 
batteries were flanking ones, on either bank, but did 
not appear manned . 
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A2. we neared those a-head, the colours were 
hoisted (a chcquercd yellow and whi te fl ag), and 
the nrtillerymen, dressed in red, were observed 
standing, with lighted matches, ready for action. 
The river at this point w~s staked across, and we 
were anxiously sounding our way through the piles, 
when the enemy's fire opew~d at a distance of a 
thousand yards. The shot, round and grape, 
passed between our masts., over the vessel, and even 
beyond the Spiteful, but did not strike us. We 
immediately returned the compliment, with rockets 
and the pivot guns of the ship, the J avanese crew 
under that able officer, Mr. Ross, behaving admi
rably. After a quarter of an hour's cannonade, I 
shoved off' in the gun· boats, ordering Lieutenant 
Patey to pull for the shore and storm the batteries. 
This was soon accomplished, for so true had been 
our fire from the steamer and gun·hoats, that 
what little courage or resolution t.he enemy might 
originally have possessed soon evaporated, and the 
gallant crews had no further difficulty in forcing 
their way through the embrasures than was pre
sented by the naturally st rong position of the 
batteries. They were erected on n p~ipiee, about 
eighty or a hundred feet in height from the brink 
of the river, .and the pathway leading up to them 
may be said to have been nearly perpendicular. 
The flag was captured, and a skirmish took place 
between the leading party of our force and the 
rear guard of the artillerymen as they escaped into 
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the jungle, which, at a few hundred yards' dis
tance, skimd the land-side of the forts. The ord
nance, three of which were brass, of great beauty, 
eighteen-pounders, with all the magazines and am
munition, were captured, without loss on our side. 
The guns, excepting those of brass, were spiked, 
and the magazines and ammunition destroyed; after 
which, I ,was directed by the admiral to return to 
the Phlegethon, which I did forthwit.h, and after 
passing two other batteries, the steamers, with 
the Royalist and gun-boats in tow, anchored half 
a mile below the city, and all hands went to 
dinner. 

At half past ouc the expedition was again in 
motion, an ebb tide of three knots rendering our 
advance very slow. As the Phlegethon opened 
out round the point, the city battery, and the hill 
forts (the three together mounting eighteen guns), 
commenced firing. The first 32-pound shot passed 
through the paddle box, breakingpal't of the wheel, 
and, entering the galley amidship, killed the eook.
This was followed by showers of grape and canister 
so well directed, that in the space of five minutes 
'another man was killed and several wounded ; 
our return fire subsequently upset the enemy's 
aim, and we pushed on without farther los~. We 
again shoved off in the gunboats to attack the bat
teries at close quarters, but the Phlegethon's fi re 
had been a settler, and before we could reach the 
shore the artiJlql'Y men fled in every direction; in -
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dced nothing could be mo~ contempt ible than the 1846. 

defence mnde by these wretched Borneans ; we had 
always understood that the Malays were a brnvc 
and determined race, and from the strength of their 
positions, the calibre and number of their guns, 
and the really efficient preparations which they had 
made, an average amount of courage would have 
greatly crippled our force before we could have 
reached the town; it is, however, probable that the 
rapid movement of the steamers dire<:tly at their 
forts, and the admirable ar rangements made by 
the commander-in-chief for securing the immediate 
landing of an imposing force under cover of the 
rockets and gun-boats, completely pnralysed the 
enemy from the first moment of our advance; 
whereas if the steamers had hcen kept back, nod 
the brigs and Royalist, with the gun-boats had led 
the attack, it may be presumed that the enemy 
would have taken courage by the slowness of our 
progress, and our loss would probably have been COIl

siderable before our own batteries could lliwe been 
brought into play_ 

I may here observe that nine grape-shots entered 
the iron side of the P hlegethon,. below the water
line, abreast of the foremast, and hnd that vessel 
not been divided into compartments, she would 
probably have been ' sunk. The amount of the 
damage was not ascertained till tne water was 
above the lower deck, and it was then discovered 
that the foremast compartment was full up to the 
hatches. 
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1846. The navigation of the Borneo river is decidedly 
intricate, the soundings as well as the currents 
very irregular, and although the ' admiral had oc
cupied several days in surveying and buoying off 
the passages so as to leave nothing to chance, 
yet it was found very difficult to prevent the 
Spiteful being thrown upon the sands, particu
larly as she rounded the sharp angle of the city 
reach, where the navigable breadth of the stream 
is scarcely fifty yards, and where she was so close 
to the shore as to sustain a fire of musketry from 
a party of the enemy in ambush amongst the 
brushwood. 

As soon as the Spiteful and Royalist had taken 
up their berths abreast of the large bat tery it ficur 
d' eau, the marines were landed, and marched to 
occupy the heights above the sultan's palace, the 
batteries on whieh had been silenced and captured 
by the rocket and £ield·pieee party under Lieut. 
Paynter. When I landed at the city battery I 
found it armed with ten brass guns, of large ca
libre ; and I was amused at observing that the word 
" Iris " had been chalked in large letters upon every 
one of these beautiful pieces of ordnance. If this 
innocent endeavour to show that one of the crew 
of that ship had been first to enter the fortificat,ion 
were the work of one of the seamen, I give him 
credit for the quickness, and perhaps for the origi
nality of the idea. The guns were Spanish, and 
elaborately ornamented; the longest measured four
teen feet six inches, cast in the time of Charles J II. 
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of Spain, and was certainly the most beautiful spe- _ '"_"_'_ 
cimen of workmanship I had ever seen, and quite 
worthy of being transported to England. Whilst 
examining it with Brooke, he remarked that he 
should like to be able to present it to the Yacht 
Club at Cowes, and sec it placed on the terrace in 
front of the ]'Oads, - a good idea, and I hope to sec 
it carried out. 

On reporting myself to the admiral, he expressed 
himself satisfied with our proceedings, and observ
ing that the batteries in OUI' rear were again man
ned, he ordered me to drop down the river with 
the gun-boots to drive the people out, and destroy 
the defences. The performance of this service oc
cupied me five hours, but no further opposition 
was offered; five batteries were only partially 
r uined, for I found that to destroy them completely , 
would have been the work of days from the great 
strength of their construction, uprights of immense 
piles having been firmly driven into the groUlld, 
and a parapet fifteen feet in 'width formed bet.ween 
them of solid earth, with substantial roofs above to 
protect them from rockets or musketry; the iron 
guns were spiked, and thrown down the precipices 
with broken trunnions, and the brass ordnance 
brought away -;- so ended the 8th of July; thirty
nine pieces of cannon, mosay of large calibre, fell 
into our hands, nineteen of which were brass. The 
sultan, his boasted army, and all the inhabitants 
had fled, not 0. native was to be found in the capital, 
and as the full moon rose over the desolate build-

•• 
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1646. ings, she showed the white tents of the marines 
encamped on the heights in strong relicf against 
the dark jungle beyond, and O;t the same time 
threw her rays over a city, which baving, flourished 
500 years under Mohamedan rule, now fell before 
the arms of a Christian power . 

• 
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July 9. - EARLY in tbe morning ~rr. Brooke re· IS4G. 

ceivcd intelligence from some of the prisoners taken I 
Ju J 9. 

yesterday, that the sultan, with llis body·guard of 
500 men, had retreated to the village of Damfian, 
which was reported to be a strong post, about thirty 
miles from the capital, where his highness was 
determined to make a stand, and fortify himself. I 
had previously been ordered to remain in tbe city, 
in commal\d of the gun-boats, with a kind invitation 
from the admiral to live with him on board the 
Spiteful ; but, on receiving this important intelli
gence, he immediately sent for me, and offered me 
the command of an expedition, to march into the 
interior and attack t·he sultan in his new position. 
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Mr. Brooke having volunteered to nccomp.my me 
on this ' service, I felt more confidence in the result, 
as from his knowledge of the language, and firmness 
of character, he was sure to be most useful to me. 

The force to be placed under my order.s consisted 
of 160 marines, under Captain Hawkins, and 300 
seamen, with eight lieutenants, and a proport.ionate 
number of junior officers. After lI ll the arrange
ments were completed, Sir Thomas Cochrane, at my 
special request,. permitted Lieutenant Yansittart to 
accompany me as my aide-de-camp; and the fi rst 
lieutenant of the Spiteful, Lieutenant Newland, to 
reinforce the seamen's division with the small-arm 
men of that vessel, making alt~gether a body of 
nearly 500 men. 

All hands were in high spirits at the prospect of 
a campaign in the interior, but the weathcr was 
most provokingly unpropitious, the rain hav.ing 
fallen almost incessantly for fourteen days, so that 
it did not require much foresight to prophecy in 
what state we should find the country; still as the -
guides which :Mr. 13rooke had procured assured 
him that the sultan and his large force 1100 accom
plishcd t heir retreat to Damilan, " 'e believed our 
party would not find the difficulties insurmountable. 
The idea of an cxpedition into the interior of a 
country into which no European had as yet 
penetrated was replete with excitement, and the 
hazardous nature of the undertaking, the prospect 
of an active chase of t.hc sultan, and the hope of 
eventually t·unning into lIim at his fOl·tified post at 
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Damunn, excited a general feeling of enthusiasm _'_"_'_._ 
amongst the officcl's and men composing the de
tachmcmt. . 

July 10. - There had been heavy rain during 
the night, and heavy clouds still hung over the 
stream, when at day-light the signal was made 
for the boats to rendezvous alollgside the Phle-
gethon, and shortly afterwards we commenced 
steaming up the river, having the gun-boats, nine-
teen in number, in row. The depth of water 
allowed us to reach some miles beyond the city, 
when, being in one fathom only, the force was re-
moved from the Phleget.hon into the boots, and all 
being stowed away, we recommenced Our nscent in 
two divisions. The commander-in-chief now gave 
me his fi!1al instructions, and on taking leave placed 
in my hand his own pocket compass, with the kind 
remark, that it might possibly be useful to me in 
the recesses of the jungle. 

Immediately after this our difficulties commenced_ 
We entered a narrow creek on the left bank, the 
boats making their way slowly amidst the intri
cacies of a winding stream, so narrow as to keep 
our pioneers, of which I had three cutters full 
under Lieutenant Heath, constantly at work cutting 
down the .trees which obstructed our passage, and 
paddling, and tracking, and hauling to get a-hcad, 
almost dark from the thickness of the overhanging 
jungle, and the heat oppressive; but we went 
cheerfully to work, and at last, after being seven 
hours at it, gained a landing, tlnd the marching. 

J lIly 10. 
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party disembarked. A body of marines, forty 
strong, under L ieutenant Alexander, Royal Marine 
Artillery, formed the advanced guard, and baving · 
a company of pioneers attached to them, was imFe< 
diately put in motion. Mr. Brooke, myself, and 
my aide-de.camp, Lieutenant Vansittnrt, with my 
coxswain and the interpreter, joined this division. 
The two guides, each under charge of a sentry, 
pointed out the narrow path leading through the 
jungle, into which we plunged forthwith. After a 
walk of twenty minutes in Indian file, much to 
our surprise our guides informed us that wc were 
close to the village of Kabiran Battu, where Haiii 
Hassim, an adopted son of the sultan, and one of 
t he chief enemies of the English, had fled after the 
capture of the city. 

On emerging from the jungle I threw out flank
ing parties and surrounded the lal'gcst building, 
erected in the Dyak style, upon lofty piles clriven 
into the ground. The house had been deserted by 
the owners, but was full of valuable property se
cured in massive chests, also arms and ammunition 
both for great guns and small arms, magazines and 
several tin cases of fine Dartfol'd powder, all ready 
for removal. I n the uppcr stOI'Y, a man and wo
man were cliscovercd secreted amongst the mats, 
and from them we learned that the whole property 
belonged to Hajji Hassim, who two days previously, 
on a requisition from the sultan, had joined his 
highness at DamUan. Our male prisoner next in
fOl'med us, that tllCre was a battery in course of 
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erection, close at hand in the jungle, for the pro- 1846, 

~tion of the causeway leading to the house. I 
therefore ordered Lieut. Mathews, who commanded 
the seamen of the Iris and Royalist to reconnoitre, 
and he shortly returned with the report, that six 
pieces of brass ordnance of considerable dimensions 
were raised on an adjoining eminence in readiness 
for mounting, These I took possession of, and de
livered over to the charge of Lieut. Patey, who, 
with a party from the gun boats, was to hold the 
village during our absence in the interior. 

This service completed, our little army once 
more commenced its march from Kabiran towards 
DamUan, the min falling henvily, and before the 
rear-guard had cleared the village, we entered a 
marshy swamp, having apparently a broad buffalo 
path across it, through which we moved, knee deep 
in mud. As we slowly advanced, the swamp 
gradually deepened, the men occasiollally up to 
their middles in water, floundering in the mud, 
and with difficulty keeping their ammunition dry. 
After struggling for an hour against so unpromising 
a rood, and seeing in the distance no prospect of 
r ising ground, and, being morCQver, suspicious of 
our guides; I informed Mr. Brooke of my deter
mination n!=>t to proceed further on that course, as I 
considered that WIder all t he circumstances of our 
position, in an unknown country, and amidst hostile 
tribes, it would be imprudent to advance any dis
tance into such a morass, I consequent ly ordered 
n. retreat 011 Kabiran, where we bivouacked for the 
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1846. night amidst myriads of musquitocs, and torrents of 
--- rain, which prevented all sleep either for offieers or 

men. The sentries were posted, "Victoria" was 
the parole _ the camp fires wero lighted, and at 
any rato aU were eheerful and looking forward with 
hope to better success on the morrow. 

J\.lly II. 

It was, however, destined that the evening 
should not pass over without somo little amuse· 
ment, for suddenly there was n. cry of fire at the 
other extremity of the building under which we 
had endeavoured to find shelter from the deluge, 
lind in a very few minutes a party of seamen were 
busily engaged on the summit of the roof detaching 
the layers of palm leaves, whilst seated crossed· 
legged at a gable end, I superintended the opera· 
tions, having with much difficulty, by the assistance 
of my coxswain, perched myself on the elevated pin· 
nacle, and in coat and epaulettes and enveloped in 
smoke I found the situation by no means agreeable. 
The fire was got under in twenty minutes, and wo 
were again in repose. One of the officers whilst 
working on the roof, lost his footing, and sliding 
down the slippery matting, fell into the verandah 
below, but fortunately lighting on some soft mate· 
rials was not much injured. 

July 11. _ The rain, whkh had not ceased to 
faU steadily . during the weary night, suddenly 
stopped, and by seven o'clock was succeeded by 
the piercing rays of a Borneo sun. Two divisions 
were soon in march, with orders to examine the 
country round for a more passable road, and Lieut. 
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Mathews, accompanied by my aide-de·camp, ad
vanced a few miles in a south-cast direction, where 
they discovered n village; but here the pathways 
were quite impassable, from the torrents of the 
preceding night; and the guides were at the same 
time constant in their statements, by reference to 
the sun, that the town of Damuan was yet six 
llOurs distant. Lieut. :Newland and Lieut. Heath 
were equally unsuccessful 011 the left. flank; and it 
being now evident that the passage across this part 
of the country was everywhere breast-high in 
water, I reluctantly gave up all hopes of reaching 
the sultan's ret reat by this route; and, being con
vinced that my proper course was to fall back upon 
head-quarters, and from thence to retracc our steps 
to the capital, whcre I might replenish provisions, 
and make n. fresh start, I made known my opinion 
to MI'. Brooke, in which he entirely coincided . 
After destroying the magazines and ammunition, 
and burning all the property of Baiii Ha ssim, and 
conveying the brass ordnancc, comprising six guns 
of Spanish manufacture, and of great beauty, into 
the paddle-box boats, I re·embarked all my force, 
and regained the main stream late in the afterlloon. 
Here I found the commander-in-chief, with his flag 
in the PhlcgetllOn, which litt.Jc steamer was stuck 

• 
fast, with her qowsprit :fixed amongst the man-
grove bushes, and her fore-yard snapped in two. 

The admiral, very anxious about the expedition, 
luu1 thought it probable, owing to the inclemency 
of the weather, I should be obliged to fnU back, 
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184G. and he had therefore, very considerately, moved up 
--- to our aid, aod arrived most opportunely. 

July 12. 

At six P.M. we anchored off the city. The 
admiral approved of my proceedings, aod gave me 
permission to arrange a second expedition, if 1fr. 
Brooke's information as to a better route to Da-
miian should receive confirmation. 

July 12. - Heavy and continued rain during the 
night, and showery during the morning. After 
performance of divine service, the day was given up 
to the expeditionary force to make ' preparations 
for recommencing the campaign on the following 
morning. After this we had a general inspection 
and muster, and I issued my orders for the embark
ation and march . 

During the afternoon the weather became finer. 
Pangeran Mumin, Muda Mohamed, and other 
fdendly chiefs had an audience of the admiraL 
They were all remarkably well and handsomely 
dressed, but were evidently in a great state of alarm, 
and had with much difficulty been persuaded to 
return to the eity from their retreat in the jungle. 
From them we learnt that. the principal instigator to 
the barbarous murder of so many members of the 
royal family was an individual of low birth, but of 
considerable influence with the piratical party, 
named, Hajji Saman, who also, it appeared-, had 
commanded the large forts which first opened fire 
on the steamers. The pangeralls seemed t.o tremble 
at the namp, of thifl Hajji, and on being closely 
examined by lIfr. BrOOKe, described him as a man 
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and dctcnnination. Of tbe sultan the two pan
gernns would say little beyond stating that he had 
J'Ct·reatcd with his force into the intel'ior, and had 
taken up a position at Damuan, accompanied by 
his son·in-Iaw and several other pungerans. :Muda 
lrfohamed, who is the brother of the murdered 
P rinces, Muda Hassim and Budrudeen, showed us 
his woulHls, which were fearful, and how he es-
caped with life is surprising. The result of the 
interview was a determin:1ti on on the part of Mumin 
to wke up his quarters again in the city, and as-
sisted by llfuda Mohamed, to endeavour to persuade 
the inhabitants to return. 

July 13.-Having received my final instructions J uly 13. 

from the commander.in·chief, which were to make 
every reasonable attempt to push my way to Da-
mnan, and, if possible, capture the sultan , or at any 
rate, destroy his fortified position, I shoved off 
in my gig at d:l.y.light, and accompanied by Mr. 
Urooke, we joined the boats, nineteen in number 
as befOl'C, and commenced our ascent of the river. 
The detachment of marines carr ied sixty rounds in 
their cartouch boxes, the seamen thirty rounds, 
with Il hundred rounds of spare ammunition for 
each bayonet in the boats. F our days' provisions 
were issued to each mall, and carried in their 
havresacks: 

• 

On leaving the city, instead of proceeding several 
miles up the river as on the former occasion, we 
took the first large branch on the left bank, not 

VOL. II. 
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a mile Jist-ant from the shipping, and continued 
to move up that stream in it south-westerly di
rection till noon, the depth for a few casts being 
four feet, just the launch's draught. At noon we 
entered the Damftan river, and half an hour after
wards pushed into a small creek, having mangrove 
swamps on either hand, with branches of large 
trees over-hanging, many levd with the water's 
edge, requiring constant exertion on the part of the 
pioneers. The paddle-box boats wore just enabled 
to make head, but the launch was short.ly com
pcIled to relinquish all attempts to advance further. 
The wcather was now painfully sultry, and the 
wasps alld musquitoes annoying. Several men 
were badly stung. 

At one r. Ill. the leading boats effected a land
ing at a place which the natives called Pclong,.-· 
and from them we learnt that there was a direct 
road from this village to Damflan, but that it 
would be a march of twclve hours. A closer 
inspection, however, showed us tllat a morass, 
rendered impassable by the continued rain, lay 
between us and the higher jungle ground. At this 
unpleasant juncture :Mr. Brooke was assured, that 
by retracing our steps into the Damflau river, and 
then ascendillg it fo r a few miles, we should find 
another creek leading to the town of Muli:it, on 
the road to Damiian. Our boats were accordingly 
retracked to the creek's entrance, and then moved 
up the Damflan river, in itself so confined at this 
part, as to preclude our advance without the con
stant aid of our pioneers. At three r. M. we en-
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tered the second creek, whieh was even more pro- 1846. 

voking!y intricate than the last, and, finally, at 
sunset, after bcing ten hours paddling, poling, and 
t racking, we reached the edge of a swamp, which 
our guides informed us W QS t he quay of Maltit. 

Let me here confess to have experienced a slight 
disappointment at such a termination to the mario 
t ime part of our expedition, and to have observed 
amongst the people, as the bouts Came up, a slight 
expression of disgust in their physiognomy. The 
country, so far as the eye could trace, was one sheet 
of water, terminating in a jungle, the nearcstangle 
of which might be a quarter of a mile distant. To 
this point I determined to direct my steps, and ac· 
companied by Mr. Brooke, Lieut. Vnnsittart, and 
an escort of forty marines under Lieut. Mansell, 
we stepped upon the beautiful quay, knee deep in 
mud, our object being to examine the country 
round for somc spot of finn ground on which the 
party might encamp for the night. Meanwhile the 
rest of the people remained in the boats and WCllt 

to dinner. 
After half an hour's tramp through a detest. 

able slough in the jungle, we reached the viI· 
lage of Maltit; a few tolerable houses in a small 
open space, with some cocoa nut trees around. I 
immediately dispatched VansiUart to desire tne 
marineS" and small·arm men to land forthwith, 
and to endeavour to get up to me before dark, leav· 
ing sueh of the gun-boats as had succeeded in pene· 
trating the labyrinth of the creek to guard the 

" , 
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spare ammunition. At this t ime f·he rain fell 
heavily, but the houses offered moderate shelter to 
the detachments as they arrived, and by seven P.M. 

I had the satisfaction of seeing all the fOrce collect· 
cd, and also of receiving a report from Lieut. Patey 
that the launch Wag only a mile from the place of 
debarkation, moored in the mangrove bushes, and 
in free commun ica.tion with the other gun-boats. 

Whilst the seamen and marines were marching 
up, a sman herd of wild bullocks rushed across our 
path, one of which possessed of more curiosity 
than discretion, halted fOr a moment to examine 
the intruders on their domain, when 0. bullet from 
my rifle struck him dead on the spot. Calling the 
seamen of the <I I ris" to secure the prize, the ani· 
mal was shortly suspended by the aid of bamboos 
on the shoulders of forty stout fellows, and carried 
in triumph to the camp. The bullock was too small 
to be divided amongst the whole force, I therefore 
decided that as the captain of the" Iris" had shot 
it, the crew of the" Iris " should eat it - which 
was accordingly done. In the course of the even· 
ing we detained some of the natives, promising to 
protect their property and to reward them hand· 
somely if they would guide us to the sultan's reo 
treat. These men assured 1\1r. Brooke that his 
highness, with a large body guard, had pnssed up 
the river a week ago, and after blocking up the 
passage in his rear, had taken up his quarters at 
Dmnuan. I observed, however, that as we ad· 
vanced, the number of the sultan's figh ting men 
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gradually dim inished, and instead of live hundred, 18~G. 

they were at length reduced to one half. 
We were now amidst a race called Kadyans. 

They seemed an inoffensive people, and fM less 
savage in appearance than the Dyaks at Kallowit . 
Our head·quarters were fixed in a small hovel, and 
}mving supped on an admirable steak from the 
slaughtered bullock, Mr. Brooke nnd myself re
sig ned ourselves to the numerous insects which 
wel"C joint tenants of the building. Fortunately 
the English rajah was proof against t he musquitoes, 
but they incessantly persecuted me. The men 
passed a miserable night, and the rain continued as 
usual. 

JUly 14. - At daylight the weather cleared up. July 14. 

My p\a.ns had been made for commencing the march 
into the interior at this time, but the wllters on the 
lower ground had risen so much during the night, 
as to render access to the landing-place a difficult 
operation, and it was six, A. M., before Lieutenant 
Dunbar arrived with his detachment of blue jackets, 
which I had ordered to gatTison the village during 
our absence. 

In order to test the fidelity of our guides, they 
were left perfectly free during the night, and as they 
were still in the eamp at day-light, we began the 
mareh with some confidence. 

On quitting the village, half an hour's walk 
brought us to £he termination of the jungle, and 
r.ere we once more entered a swampy flat of long 
grass, bl"Cast-high, the beaten track through it ., 
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being everywhere from two to three fect deep in 
mud i but the depth being uniform, and large 
forest trees in view on the opposite side, our 
whole force passed over in an hour, and' a mile's 
tramp in the jungle brought us t-O the village of 
Tanjong, where we found a white flag suspended 
from the largest building, but the women and 
children, and greater part of the inhabitants had 
fl ed. 

Here we learnt that all these spots of higher and 
cultivated land, surrounded by morasses, were termed 
" islands" by the natives. They were luxuriant in 
foliage, covered with fruit and coconrnut trees, and 
many shrubs and creepers of great freshness and 
beauty. There were also several houses, fitted up 
entirely as granaries, each built on thc top of posts, 
about tcn feet from the ground, having sliding 
doors at one end, through which the grain was 
carried. We found a large stock of rice cvery
where, and apparently in good condition. Rigorous 
orders had becn given to respect private property, 
as we passed through the diffcrent villages, which 
were well observed, and we continued our march,. 
alternat-ely thl'ough swamp Ilnd jungle, blazing'" 
t he paths in every direction, to secure our retreat-, 
should the guides desert us. . 

About. noon we came suddenly upon a larger 
building than any we had hithcrto seen, erected 
close to a running stream, at the foot of a lofty 

• Notching tJIC trws witJ\ Rxe •. 
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and well-wooded OOnk. The house WILS evidently 
new, and, on examination, found to have been 
lately inhabited. A striet search WILS instituted 
for armS' and nmmunition, and two shields were 
brought forth; the largest of which, five feet long, 
ornamented with gold figures, having an imperial 
crown on tIle top, supported by two lions not 
badly executed, was immediately recognised by 
Mr. Urooke as bclongillg to the sultan, t.he sword· 
bearer having carried it before his highness at the 
audience given last year to the admirul in the 
capital. The usual quantity of arms and ammuni
tion was found, and scvernl exquisitely worked 
mfl,~, thirty feet in length, with furniture to cor
respond, _ the whole arrangement of the interior 
giving evidence that t.he sultan had lntely been the 
occupant. 

Observing that no injury was done to private 
property, several of the natives joined us, and 
offered their services as guides, and they assured 
Mr. Brooke that the sultan ha.d only moved ucross 
the river, some miles distant, to another position, 
more difficult of access. \V e accordingly pushed on 

. without loss of time, once more buoyed up with 
the hope that the SUltAll had determined to make a 
stand. 

On !~rriving at the river, which was about thirty 
yards wide, we f~und the bridge three feet under 
water, and, owing to the strength of tIle stream, 
quite impassable, The pioneers begnn at once to 
cut down the largest trees whicb were close to the 

•• 
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_'_"'_'_" _ water's edge, and three of them falling at the same 
time directly across to the opposite bank, a com
pact bridge was soon formed, and well knitted 
together by the creepers. This service . was spe
cially under the charge of Lieut. Heath, and was 
well executed, the J avanese seamen working ad
mirably. On my calling for volunteers to swim 
the river, one of the carpenter's crew, named 
William Burchet, of the Iris, leapt in with his 
heavy axe, and succeeded in crossing. 

The whole force 'soon passed over, wh,cn we 
cont inued our maTch amidst a swampy jungle, 
with thicker underwood than we had previously 
experienced. Here our guides, pointing to some 
cocoa·nuts and palm-trees in the distance, informed 
us that amongst them we should discover the 
sultan's position. Just before reaching this se
cluded spot, the natives rushed into the Bush, and 
our whole party advanced; and, on gaining the 
open country, we found ourselves . directly in face 
of a large and isolated building, standing on piles, 
with a rivulet ten feet broad passing in its rear, 
and the country round completely flooded. A 
glance at the desolate appearance of the place 
showed us at once that the enemy had decamped. 
It had been evacuated probably the day before 
by the sultan,'" Magazines of powder, animunit ion 
for guns of different calibre, and cartridges for 

* lIlr . Brooke "ub!cqucntly ~C<)i,·til information tlwt the sultan and 
l,i" guard , with sel"eral panllcran" had only evacuated this po.ition a 
few "hou," before we ~ached it. 
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muske~ry, admimbly made, were found in consider
able quantity, and one brass-swivel gun. 

I t wilt be unuecessary for me to dwell on the 
great disappointment of our whole force, after sur· 
mounting the difficulties of the march, to find that 
the enemy had cowardly retreated without a shadow 
of resistance. But this may also be accounted for 
by the panic which had become universal amongst 
the Borneans since the rapid and successful move
ments of the admiral on the capital. Having burnt 
the place to the ground, the whole force recrossed 
the river, and, after a. seven hours' march, en· 
camped on the rising ground on the left bank 
of the Damlmn. The night, as usual, was one 
of misery - myriads of musquitocs, no wind, and 
the rain fulling in a continued sheet. 

July 15. - We commenced our return march to 
:Mallit at an early haUl', :Mr. Brooke entirely 
agreeing with me, that it would be altogether bu· 
practicable to proceed farther into the interior in 
search of the sultan, as it was evident he had no 
intention to show fight, and the lesson we had 
already given his highness would ha.ve demonstrated 
to the princes and people both our determination 
and our power. As the rear guard passed out 
into the swamp, the sultan's house with all his pro· 
perty and. all the adjoining buildings, were set fire 
to, and hurnt to. the ground, the flames of which, 
from the great extent of ground they covered , must 
have told the tale of destruction to the wild tribes 
inhabiting the mountain ranges from which we 
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__ "_4_'._ were distant only a few miles, and must also have 
thrown a light into the recesses of the deepest 
j ungle where, doubtless, his hig~ncss had ensconced 

July 16. 

himself and his cowardly followers, inw\lrdly cursing 
his folly in having listened to the advice of Hajj i 
Saman, and firing on the British flag. Passing 
through Tanjong, which was also burnt to the 
ground (the natives having broken faith after my 
sparing it the previous day), we r~ached :MaHit 
late in the evening, where I found the garrison all 
welL The water in the creek had fallen nearly foul' 
feet., and the gun-boats had been obliged to drop 
into the r iver. The fear of the drying up entirely 
of the stream and thus destroying the line of com
munication with Brune, had been-a cause of deep 
anxiety to me, as I was well convinced that we 
had ascended much higher than the common source, 
owing to the constant rains having increased the 
freshes. I t was ,therefore with great satisfaction'., 
that I found the smaller boats in the proper bed of 
the stream. 'Ye bivouacked for the night at l\Ialtlt, 
and had the inexpressible luxury of drying our 
clothes, of lighting the eamp fires under a deal' 
sky, and of enjoying a wholesome ' repast from the 
flesh of four oxen, which tllC foraging party suc
ceeded in killing just before we reached the place 
of our encampment. 

July Ie. -At four A. :!I[. we commenced our 
march to the boats. The embarkation occupied 
three hours, the launches and pinnaces, owing to 
the rapid fall of the waters, being now two miles 
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from OUl' fi rst place of landing. We rca.ched the l HG. 

main stream without difficulty, and very soon had - - 
the pleasure of meeting Sir Thomas Cochl'ilne, who 
was pulling up in his gaUey, accompanied by Cap-
tain M'Quhae, of the Drodulus, which ship had ar-
rived at Labuan on the 13th. The lldmirnl was 
amused at t he figure und costume in which lIIr. 
Brooke and myself presented ourselves to him, un-

'shorn fol' four days, covered with mud, with II. r ig 
unchanged during this period, and tbe skin pealed 
off om' faces from exposure alternately to rain and 
sun. 

Though the sultan had evaded our grasp owing 
to his ml' n eowMdiee, and the cowardice of his fol
lowers, I had the satisfact ion of reporting to the 
commander-in-chief, that we had this t ime accom
plished our march on DamiiAn, and had ClIptured 
and destroyed his stronghold, with all the arms and 
ammunition ; and Mr. Brooke also assured Sir 
Thomas that he anticipated the best l'esults from 
the ex'pcdition, as it would prove to the country at 
large that we cculd advance into the interior, how
ever the elements might be against us, and punish 
the evil disposed whenever we thought propcr, and 
would also convince the hostile pangerans of the 
impossibility of resisting the power of the E nglish. 
The admiral expressed himself perfectly satisfied 
with the result, and as t,ile country was entirely a 
new field, desired me to write him offi cially full de
tails of the expedition. 

We reached the city in the afternoon, at which 
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t ime only twenty of our party were sick; all re· 
turned in safety and no accident occurred, and it 
was with real satisfaction that I could publicly 
state that during the six days which wer,e occupied 
in the double expedition, I had no complaint of 
straggling or misconduct. Certainly the C>Demy 
offered no further opposition to our advance than 
by cutting down trees to block up the Damiian 
r iver, but the constant inclemency of the weather, 
and the discouraging circumstances of continuous 
marches in swamp and jungle, knee deep in mud. 
constantly wet to the skin with no possibility of 
sleep at night, was t rying to a body of seamen 
placed in so novel a position, and their cheerfulness 
under these annoyances was very grntifying. The 
offieers worked together with a will, and gave me 
every assistance; still, without the advantage of 
Mr. Brooke's ad vice and presence, I believe we should 
have found it almost impossible to reach Damiian, 
and I saw quit(! enough of the amiable disposition 
and firm character of my companion to impress me 
with the highest opinion of him, and to make me 
hope that I might again have the opportunity of 
acting with llim in his mighty efforts for the rege" 
Deration of Borneo. 

Lieut. Ynnsittart, as my aide·de-camp, had been 
most useful to me, and was alwa.ys punctual to a 
moment to present himself at head·quarters, whilst 
on all occasions I found the talents and activity of 
Lieut. Heath of great service to the expeditiou 
generally. 
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Our pal't.y was so Ilumerous that I cannot, as I 1846. 

should wish to have done hcre, record my thanks to --
each offiC(lr by name, but I hOI>e on some future 
occasion to have again the pleasure of meeting 
many of thc lieutenants, mates, midshipmen, second 
masters, and naval cndets, who so cllcerfully aided 
me on this trying march, and whose progress 
through the service I shall always watch with 
interest. 

July 17._ Heavy min. The inhabitants are gra
dually returning to the city, bringing their goods 
and fu rnitUl'C from the jungle. Received several 
bullocks, each weighing about 300 weight, and 
price eight dollars, or one pound fifteen shillings. 
The commander-in-chief and Mr. Brooke busily 
engaged in making arrangements with pangeran 
Mumin and Muda Mohamed about the government. 
I received orders from the admiral to destroy and 
level the river batteries, a work of great labour, as 
they had been constructed with much skill. Two 
of them were twenty feet in thickness, and the 
large uprights strongly driven into the ground. 
I n the afternoon the marines and small-arm men 
returned to their respective ships still at anchor oft' 
Moorra Point., Lieut. Alexander, with a small de
tachment of marines, remaining on the sultan's 
heights, and the gun-boats under my command 
being attached to the Spiteful. 

July 17. 

July IS.-During this forenoon J completed the J uly 18. 

destruction of the river batteries, and threw the 
remainder of the guns, after breaking off the trun-
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nions, down the precipices into the stream. A 
flotilla of Borneo gun-boat.s, sent by Mumin, re
turned to the city with the wives and children of 
Hajji Saman, but that chieftain', after witnessing 
the capture of his family, had managed to escape 
to sea, thus leaving them to their fate; a despicable 
act, and not usual amongst Asiatics especially. 
Hajji Saman appears, however, to be a resolute 
man; he commanded the large river batteries which 
:first opened on the Phlcgethon, and is considered 
to have been one of the principal advisers of the 
sultan in all his late ncts of hostility against the 
English. His house in the rear of the battery was 
destroyed by a division of our seamen under Lieut. 
Paynter, and it was whilst his family were re
moving towards the coast that the native gun-boats 
captured them. 

The city this evening appeared crowded with 
the returning inhabitants j all was life und move
ment, aIld confidence completely restored. Tl1is, 
in itself speaks volumes in favour of the policy of 
Sir Thomas Cochrane. The band seemed also to 
be a source of much amusement to the natives, 
who hovered round the steamer in their canoes; 
during the whole of the t ime it was pJaying. 

Sunday, July 19._Aftcr church pangeran ilIu_ 
min, Muda Mohamed, and the chief men oow in the 
capital, came on board the Spiteful, and a procla
mat ion from the commander-in-chief, translated 
into the Malay language, was read to them by :Mr. 
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BI"OOke, the purport being, that if the sultnn 184G. 

would return and govern his people justly, abstain 
from nets of piracy and keep llis agreement with 
the British government hostilities would ccasc, but 
on the at-her hand, if the same atrocious system 
was again carried on when the sllips left the coast, 
the admiral would return speedily and burn thc 
city to the ground. 

At two P.M. the assembly brokp. up; immediately . 
after which the Spiteful, having the Royalist in tow, 
stcnmed out from the city reach, the Phlegethon, 
with the gun-boats in tow, leading the way. The 
same good fortune which had befriended us on the 
day of arrival did not continue, as the Spiteful, 
suddenly shoaling to two fathoms when abreast of 
the upper battery, stuck fast in the sand before the 
engines could be reversed, and several hours elapsed 
erc we were enabled to heave her off. 

July 20.-Thc Spiteful and Phlegetbon weighed July 20. 

early in the morning, and stcnmcd down the river, 
t he gun-boats proceeding under sail with a fresh 
wind from the northward. The large steamer was 
fOl'ced over the mud at the bar, offCherimon Island , 
as on her ascent, and tbe same afternoon the com
mander-in-chief rehoisted his flag in the Agincourt., 
and I rejoined the I ris, after an absence of twelve 
days. 1 was sorry to find that Lieutenant Mathews, , 
five of the midshipmen, and twenty-four of the 
seamen who had been engaged. in the land expedi
t ion, were on the sick list., from fever and ague, but 
the surgeon reported the cases to be light. Mr. 



176 

1816. 

July 21. 

July 22. 

CAPTAIN MUNDY'S JOUllNAL. [ellAI'. IV. 

Jossling and nIr. Rathbone, midshipmen, both at
tentive young officers, were also unwelL 

July 21. _ The admiral and :MI'. Brooke were 
absent aU day in the galley, exploring the main 
land · for coal, and returned highly satisfied with 
the result of their researches, a large vein having 
been discovered nearly opposite the island of Pi
lungan, and about six miles from the Manrra 
anchorage. From its position and dip, it is probable 
that this is a cont.inuation of the seam which runs 
by the Kiangi stream, and may extend, under the 
sea, to the strata on Labuan. The coal appeared 
cxcclJcnt in quality, a. perpendicular strip, nearly 
fourteen feet in height, .cropping out only a mile 
from the beach, from which large specimens were 
knocked off by a crow-bar and brought on board 
the Agincourt. The admiral is indefatigable in his 
labours, and this great discovery must eventually 
be of the highest importance, should the favourable 
results, which Mr. Brooke is so sanguine in antici
pating, from the late decisive measures of our chief, 
ever really take place, and this rich and magnificent 
country be opened to the commercial enterprise of 
Great Britain. From the description given of t.he 
great facility of access to t.his coal, it will probably 
not cost more than seven or eight shillings a ton 
to stack it on Moarra Point; whilst coal at Sing
apore is thirty-two shillings a ton, at least; fre
quently, indeed, above that sum. 

July 22. - A general memorandum was issued 
by the commander-in-chief this morning, to the .of-
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fi cel'S, seamen, and marines of t he squadron, con- l84G. 

veying his thanks to all under his command, for 
the alacrity, zeal, and attention with which they 
had carried out the service, rec(lntIy brought to a 
SUCC(lssful tcrmination. And with resp(lct to the 
land expedition, Sir Thomas Cochrane remarks, 
"that he has been gratifi(ld to hear from Captain 
Mundy, that tlle large detachment placed under his 
command, and S(lnt into the illterior, conducted 
themselves, in a situation altogether novel to th(lm , 
and in which they had much fatigue and inclement 
weather to contend llgainst, with cheerful alacrity, 
and with a subordination that would IHl.Ve done 
credit to them as old campaigners." This order 
was satisfactory to us all, particularly us Sit' 
Thomas Cochrane does not fr(lquently giv(l praise. 

JulV 23. - The squadron weighed at day-light, July 23. 

and stood across the channel for Labuan, the Agin-
court having ocen taken in tow by the Spiteful, 
and safdy brought across the Hats, with only a few 
feet water more than her draught. At sunset we 
anchored in Victoria Bay, which appears to be a 
good and se<:ure harbour. The Dmdalus, Iris, and 
Ringdove, agalnst a fresh breeze, worked close tip 
to its head, and then ran out again to join the flag. 

The grassy and cleared plaln on which, it is sup
posed, .stood the town or village, erected by the 
English fugitiyes from Balambangan, in 1775, is 
lined with Jil" trees, which extend, in an a.vcnuc, 
along the brink of the sen. The genm'al effect of 

VOL. U. N 
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the view is pleasing and lively; and the trees in 
the interior appear to be of large size. 

July 24. - I went early on board the Phlegethon 
to join the admiral, who, accOmpanied by Mr." 
~rQoke, proposed an excursion round 'the island, 
for the purpose of examining the water-COUfses and 
coal strata. Shortly after we had started, whilst 
steaming at full speed along the southern shore, the 
vessel struck on a sunken rock, but passed on into 
deep water again: a boat was immediately lowered, 
and a small patch, not down on Belcher's chart, 
·wns discovered, having only six feet upon it. 
The exact position baving been ascertained, we 
proceeded to the south-west point, where the ad
miral and party landed, and passed a few hours in 
exploring for water and coal; both were certainly 
found, but in very small quantities, and though the 
water was fresh and good, its quantity was, pro
bably, dependant on the seasons_ 

We lunched off some good oysters, which were 
discovered on a small rock, round which the ibis 
and starlings gathered in great numbers. Having 
re·embarked at noon, we continued our course 
round Labuan, and got back to the squadron at 
sunset. 

July 25. _At daylight the squadron weighed 
with a light favourable breeze, and passing through 
Victoria harbour, proceeded by the eastern channel 
to sea. This passage had been closely surveyed by 
the commander-in-chief, and a depth of five fathoms 
made out directly across, and, though rather in-
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tricnte, this was the second time that the Agincourt 
had been brought safcly through by Mr. E lliot. 
At noon, the signal was made, that there would be 
an opportunit.y of sending letters for England by 
the Spiteful, and shortly afterwards, that steamer 
was en route for Singapore with the admiral's dis
patches. The squadron then bore up, and con
tinued its course along shore, the small vessels 
ahead telegro.phing the soundings. The naviga
tion of this part appeared somewhat dangerous,_ 
the water was clear, the depth very uneven, and 
the coral reefs could, at times, be distinctly traced 
on the bed of the sea beneath. The weather was 
delightfu l, and the country abreast of us most in
viting and picturesque. Close in with the surf we 
"Could observe numerous native prohus stealing 
along, still half afraid of the ships of war, though 
confidence had been greatly restored by our sparing 
the city of BrunC. 

At sunset, the squadron anchored off the island 
of 'riga, immediately aft-cr which, the Ringdovc 
made the signal that she had grounded on a reef; 
boats were sent to her assistance, and, in a couple 
of hours, she was hove off, without damage, the sea 
being fortunately smooth. 

July 26. - After church I went on board the 
P hlegethon to join the admiral and Mr. Brooke, 
and the steamer weighed and proceeded in shore 
between Pulo Tiga and Point Kalias, a passage 
never before tried, but which had been sounded the 
previous evening. At two we anchored in nine ., 
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1846. feet of wat.er, within a quarter of f.I mile of the 
--- shore, and close to an extensive :fishing establish· 

ment. 'Yeohserved several cano~s hovering round ; 
but none would approach us : so, without guides, 
we divided :9\lr party, and in the steamer's boats 
pulled to\var9s .tl:w '~ntrance of a 'sQ1:l11, r ive.r . After 
crossing the bar, "we found ours~ves . in . a large 
basin of water, apparently like a lake, and' wit1;t no 
signs of a continuance of the stream inland. . We 
pulled towards the most distant lin~ of pal,ms, and 
had made three or four miles,' when a large canoe i 

suddenly shot out from the mangroves, and, being 
hailed by the interpreter, came alongside. Mr. 
Brooke, with the astonishing aptitude which he 
possesses of making himself understood by these 
savages, whose knowledge of the pure Malay lan
guage is absolutely nothing, soon quieted their 
fears, and, moreover, ascertained that the river 
from which their canoe had j ust emerged was 
called Bundu, and was quite an insignificant 
stream ; but that the rivers of Mambakut and Ki
manis, to the eastward, were large, and inhabited 
by a numerous people. 

The admiral endeavoured to persuade one of 
these men to return to the Phlegethon, and to 
pilot her to these places he had named. This, 
however, he did not seem inclined to do, and, 
after presenting him and his half.dozen companions 
with some biscuit and tobacco, he was dismissed, 
when he forthwith paddled away quickly towards 
the bushes. Very shor tly afterwards, however, 
either taking courage, or, perhaps, surprised be-" 
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yond mensure at receiving a welcome present in l84G. 
pl"Ovisions from the white strangers, instead of 
crt.ptivity or ill·usage, which he probably calculated 
on when first he fell into our power, he was seen 
to relax in his spce<l, then to face about, and 
shortly after to paddle as quickly after our boots 
as he had previously done from them; and, os we 
were slowly wending our way under sail with a 
light breeze, our wild fri ends were soon a-beam, 
and, without fa rther preface or parley, accompanied 
us alollgside the steamel" and came on board. 
When informed that the large ships were outside, 
and again asked to nccompany us as pilot, and told 
that his canoe would be taken care of with all his 

• 
people till the next day, he could not make up his 
mind to such an undertaking, and we, therefore, 
again dismissed him, with the assurance that the 
natives had nothing to fear f!"Om the English if 
they were not pirates, and that whenever they saw 
any European vessels, they might go to them with 
safety, .'taking with them fish , vegetables, or any 
thing they might have to exchange for other 
goods. 

From this man Mr. Brooke managed to procure 
the names, position, and character of all the rivers 
!IS far north as Ambong, twenty in number, and 
on our return on board they were placed on our 
chart, and thns became known for the first time to 
the European. I believe that Sir Edward Belcher 
hns being surveying this part of Borneo; but he 
would probably -find a difficulty in ascertaining the 

" 
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that a large ship had been some time ou toe coast, 
but 'had not communicated much with the shore. 
This must have been the Sama:fang, and owing to 
the unsettled state of the country, probably Sir 
Edward Belcher bas abstained from going up any 
of the rivers, and we shall be the first in the field. 

July 27. July 27. - At daylight I went on board the 
Phlegethon to join the commander-in-chief, who 
proposed steaming along a large bay in shore of 
Pulo Tiga, whilst the squadron went outside the 
island, the rendezvous being near Gayn. We passed 
between Point Kalias (oft' which a. reef of I"OCks 
c-xtends N. N. E. two miles) find Pulo Tiga, in 
ten fatnoms, and, after steaming about twenty-two 
miles, anchored elose in the shore off the river of 
Kimanis, and instantly proceeded across the bar, 
on which we found two feet water and a little surf. 
We entered immediately into f resh water, and after 
pulling up the prettiest little stream imaginable, 
about 100 yards wide, for two miles aud a half, we 
reached the picturesque village of Kimnnis; the 
houses, gardens, tropical plants, orchards, and or
namented ground proving a state of civilisation 
quite surprising; and the quantities of cattle, 
poultry, and stock of various kinds showing a 
degree of plenty and comfort we had not before 
witnessed. 'Vc were received by the Ol"ang·kaya. 
and his people in a neat apartment overhanging 
the river; and {~ goodly collection of mats fLlld 
pillows being spread, and cocon.-nllt milk fresh 
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from the tree offered, we commcnced a buaille39 184(;. 

convcrsation. 
These people had heard of the capture of the 

capital, and were naturally alarmed at our arrivnl; 
but nothing leading us to believe tha.t they were a. 
piratical ra.cc, we gave the chiefs a few presents, 
a.nd took our leave, promising to pay them another 
visit shortly, and to purchase bullocks for the 
squadron, of which they said there were many in 
their pasture lund. A.ll these mcn were armed to 

the tccth with krises, spears, and the large kam· 
pelun or double-handed sword; but they had no 
fire-arms. 

On an cminence ne-'Lr us we obscrved a pictu
resque tomb lately erected. The chief infonned 
us that it contained the bodies of the rebel princes 
Usop and his brother, who, last year, wcre put to 
death by the sultan's order. One of the by-standers 
informed me that they were both strangled in the 
apartment adjoining our room, and they met 
their ends quietly and with resignation when the 
sultan's firman was shown to them. The mode of 
execution for state offences is simple and dignified : 
a thick musquito-net is given to the prisoner, in 
wllich he wraps his person, and then, all prepared, 
he seats himself on the ground, gives the signal, 
upon \vhic11 the fatal eOI'd is attached, and death is 
instantaneous. 
. I had heard much during the last month of this 
pangeran U sop; his character seems to have been 
radically bad, and his detesta.tion of Europeans un-

• • 
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1846. changeable; whilst his ambition led him to commit 
--- any act of villany, provided it carried him nearer 

. to the throne, to which he aspired on the death 
of the presel}t sultan, thougb the rajah Mudn 
Hassim was the acknowledged and rightful heir. 

These princes had fled to Kimanis, and endea
voured to hoist the standard of rebellion there, 
but, failing, were made prisoners, and by return of 
post came the death-warrant, signed by the sultan, 
and countersigned by rajah Muda Hassim and by 
the pangcrans Mudn Mohamed and Budrudecn. 
The paper was shown to Mr. Brooke, and we were 
all surprised at the form and regularity of the 
proceeding - the four large seals above, then a 
s.hort history of the rebellious acts of the pan
gerans, and (what was more curious) a paragraph, 
in this document, shtting, that the sultan had now 
made a treaty of friendship with the queen of Eng
land, and that the English would assist him in 
burning their towns if they screened these traitors 
convicted of piracy_ This official instrumellt was 
dated from the city of Brune, in October, 1845_ 
What a change had a few short months made in 
the career of the four who had signed the warrant! 
The sultan, driven from his last position, a fugitive 
in the jungle, _ Muda Hassim and Budl'udreen 
murdered by the said sultan, - and Muda Mo
hamed imbecile from wounds received at the hands 
of his sovereign ! 

We returned to the Phlcgethon highly grat ified 
by our reception at Kimallis, and immediately 
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weighed and continued our cruise to the north· 1846. 

ward. ---

, 

Whilst stcnming along the shore, we observed 
tllC squadron apparently pcrfonning some rna· 
nceuvrcs which werc unaccountable. 'Ye accord-
ingly stcered direct towards the ships, then just 
hull down. On getting on honrd we found that 
the Ringdove, whilst leading, had run upon 0. coral 
reef, about ten miles N . .N.E. of Pula 'riga, where 
she remained bumping for two llOUrs before . the 
boats of the squadron could heave her off'. The 
Agincourt, on rounding to, under all studding sails, 
had also grounded amongst t.he cornl, hut her 
weight carried her over, and she anchored in four
teen fathoms, with three fathoms close astern; she 
weighed again from this dangerous position, and 
a second time bumped over the bed before she 
found a secure berth. The Dredalus and Iris both 
roulllled quickly to, and anchored safely in five 
fathoms, a. heavy swell on at the time. Last year 
the squadron had passed near the same ground 
without discovering danger, certainly it is a navi
gation trying to the nerves. 

July 28.-At an early hour I went on board the July 28. 

Phlegethon, and steamed in towards the large Gaya 
island. Found that the beautiful bay marked on 
the ch'nrt had no existence, the coast being at this 
particular part nearly a straight line. Observed 
the squadron under weigh standing nlong the land. 
Anchored about half a mile from shore in two fa
thoms, and learnt from t.he natives that there was 
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no passage for vessels between Gaya; and the main. 
Weighed and stood out, and afterwards paralled 
to the COllSt, running for the river Mankabong, 
off which we anchored in two fathoms water, 100 
yards from the bay, over which the surf Was break
ing at noon. The squadron anchored at the same 
time. 

Mr. Ross went ahead in his gig into the river, 
distant half a mile. The admiral, :Mr. Brooke, Mr. 
'Walter, and myself, followed in the second barge 
crossing the bar in eight feet water. 

The river is about a hundred yards wide at the 
entrance, and, after ascending it a quarter of a 
mile, it branches out in various directions, amongst 
islets of mangrove-trees, giving the appearance of a 
vast salt-water lake, mountain.ranges being in the 
back-ground. We took the wrong branch, and 
shortly ran the barge ashore on !l. mud bank, off' 
which we got with some difficulty, and our whole 
party then moved into the gig, and proceeded 
through a dirty inlet to a few wretched houses, 
erected in the mud on piles. Here we found the 
orang·kaya,· or chief, a stout and well·featured man, 
who informed us that no European had ever been · 
up to the town before. He also told us that the 
country about Mankabong was populous, and the 
people very desirous of cultivatiug friend.ship with 
the English. He gave us three dozen fowls in ex· 
~hfLnge for a few pieces of cloth, and afterwards 
escorted us to the main branch of the river; from 
whence we had a distant view of the larger towns, 
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but the whole d laraeter of the place was very in
ferior to Kimanis ; it is, moreover, a salt wate]' river. 
-When we fi rst showed ourselves at the entrance, all 
the natives Bcd with fcar; but the white fl ag: and the 
black crcw of the Phlegethon gave them confidence, 
and long previous to our quitting the river, the 
cunoes were numerous, skimming: and darting past 
our heavy barge in every direction, all with some
thing whieh they wished to barter. We found no 
fresh water in any part, and rcturned on board at 
sunset. 

July 29. -Went on to Ambong: cattle had been 
purchnsed at this place last year, and Sir Edward 
Belcher had only left it two months ago, having pro
CUI'cd every thing he wished. He also had obtained 
the assist..'l.lIee of pilots w help him in his surveys 
of the coast; and the admiral was, therefore, par
ticularly desirous to make them suitable presents, 
and take from them as much live stock as pos
sible. We readled the beautiful bay at noon, and 
what was our surprise to find only the ruins of thc 
flourishing town described by Belcher. The story 
was soon told. The orang-kaya came down from 
the hills, where a new village was in the course of 
building, four milcs inland, on a place capable of 
defence, and from him we learnt, that ever since his 
people had shown a wish to be friendly with the 
English, the ·Illanun pirates, who had established 
themselves on the sea coasl;, about ten miles to the 
northward, had sworn vengeance against them; 
that several actions had taken placc during the last 
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Phlegethon soon got ootween him and the shore, 
three boats weI"C sent after him, and possession 
taken without I"Csis tanCe, for fonnidablc as these 
pirates arc, from their number, and ferocity, no 
wonder they were appalled at the sight of the 
squadron, 'now before them. The boat was sixty 
feet long, ani carried one long twelve pounder, 
and two bras~, six l>bu:dd swivels: She was rigged 
for sixty Mrs, with regular boarding nettings, but 
had only twenty men und the captain on ooard; 
the stern sheets being occupied by a large bier, on 
which was placed a massive teak coffin , handsomely 
ornamented. 

When the chief was brought prisoner on the 
quarter-deck, and asked to what nation he be
longed, and why he was so crowded with arms 
(she was full of KampelaM, i. B. large double
handed swords, spears, and krises), he said at once, 

"I am an IllanUll and a pirate chief. I sailed 
from hence with four other vessels on a cruise_ 
One of the officers died, and with a portion of my 
crew I nm now bringing him to his home for de
cent burinL" 

On being asked if the officer died a natural 
death, 

He replied, "Yes." 
OrUers were then given to open the coffin, when . 

10, there lay the remains of a body evidently slain 
in battle, or, after a desperate struggle, but a few 
days berol'C. A large sabre cut extended across 
the forche:ul, and the chest and thigl1S were also 
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111406. desperately maimed. The pirate chief now became 
so enraged at this exposure, that he boldly stated 
he had told a lie, and admitted that they had had 
an engagement with some of tbe Bnlanini war
boats, which they had driven off, but' an officer 
being killed, he was, according to their custom, 
brought back for interment. It was about this 
time that a Spaniard who had been released from 
slavery by Sir Thomas Cochrane on his visit to 
Brune last year, and who was now on board the 
Phlegethon, recognised among the crew the man 
who had made him prisoner, and who had mur
dered the master of the Spanish vessel to which 
he belonged, ill resisting the pirate's attack; and 
shortly afterwards, on examining the prahu, two 
other Spaniards came forward, declaring that they 
had been taken off the Manilla const, And had since 
been compelled to labour as slaves on board the 
pirate prohus. 

Orders were consequently given to handcuff the 
chief and all his crew, an indign i ~y to which the 
proud Illanun could not tamely submit, for no 
sooner did he discover the nature of the direc
tions given, than, quickly raising his fist, he 
endeavoured to strike Mr. Ross a blow on the 
face, and the next moment j umped overboard, a 
movement immediately followed by all his -people; 
desperate were their efforts to gain the shore, before 
a boat could be manned, but it was otherwise or
dained ; all agaiu were brought on board, and, 
after much resistancc, put in irons. In the after-
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noon, ~he admiral and Mr. Brooke went on shore, 
protected by the armed boats of the Agincourt, 
and, during nn interyiew which they had with Sa 
Tabok, the Dlanun mjah, acquainted him that they 
were quite aware that, in defiance of the arrange
ments entered into last year, the people had con· 
tinued to carryon their piratical atrocities, and 
had further attacked and pillaged the peaceful 
town of Ambong, on account of the inhabitants 
having furnii:lhed supplies to an English ship of 
war. Yet, notwithstanding this breach of their 
engagement, the admiral was still anxious to aWord 
another opportunity of amendment, and would, 
therefore, give them t.wenty·foul' hours to consider; 
at the expiration of which time, if the rajah and 
cruefs did not come on board the Agincourt, and 
give o.mple assurances of future good conduct, the 
place would be attacked, and totally destroyed. 

The Illunun chief frankly admitted that he had 
broken his promises, and even produced the docu
ment, which in plain words told him, that if the 
community of Tampassuk continued to pirate it 
would be destroyed, yet he would not positively de
clare, whether or not he would visit the Agincourt, 
and renew his engagements, though assured by the 
admiral and Mr. Brooke that, whatever might be 
his decision, he should at any rate be rclanded in 
safety. 

The following is the document alluded to, trans
lated from the Malayan:_ 
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U The seal of the rajah laut (admiral), who 
guards the sens, who fosters trade, and punishes 
pirates; this order comes to the people of Tam
pnssuk and Pandrissn.n, to tell them, that if any 
of the Illanuns living there should pirate in future, 
it will be contrnry to t he, commnnus of the rajah, 
Mud!!. Hassim, and the English admiral will come 
with all his ships, and utterly destroy the pi
rates." 

This was dated in ' August, 1845; and August, 
1846, found the commander-in-chief true to his 
word. 

Augua~ I. August I.-No sign of submission being shown, 
Captain M'Quhnc, of t he Dredalus, with a force of 
250 seamen and marines, was sent into the river, 
with orders to destroy the war prnhus and canoes, 
and burn the town, unless the chiefs offered terms 
of submission . At three, 1'.M., a continued line of 
flame and smoke showed us that all attempts to 

enter into pacifi c arrangements had fa iled, and that 
the work of dest ruction had commenced. Just at 
this time I landed with the admiral, and soon learnt 
from Captain M'Quhae that his endeavours to enter 
into communication with the IIlanun chiefs had 
been unsuccessful, and the place having been en
tirely deserted, he had burnt the war prahus and 
principal build ings, according to orders. 'Whilst 
this conflagration was proceeding, we could see the 
rascals in the distance brandishing theh- spears in 
defiance, and the chiefs on horseback ut the edge of 
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tIle jungle slowly moving backwards and forwards, 
watching the ruin of their stately dwellings, and, 
as darkness approached, the yells of these savages 
might have been heard for miles in every dil't.'ct ion. 
Meantime another expedition to the principal sta· 
tion of tIle pirates in the river Pandnssnn, ten miles 
to the N. E. of Tampassuk, was pJaced uncler my 
commancl, nncl arrangements wcre mnde for carry· 
ing it into effect the following day. My orclers wcre 
to endeavour to enter into nn nITangement with the 
chiefs, but fail ing in the attempt, to attack and 
utterly destroy this nest of sea·robbers, proccediflg 
inland for that puqmse, as far as practicable, and, 
if feasible, to march across the country, and dlUs 
form a junction with the other clivision acting at 
Tampassuk. 

Aug. 2._1n compliance with my orders received 
last night I cmbarkecl on board the Phlegethon at 
day light, in which vessel the commander-in-chicf 
had hoisted his fl ag, and, with the gun-boats of the 
Iris and Ringdove in tow, we immediately weighed, 
and proceeded to the entrance of tho Pandassan 
river, clistant ten miles, and anchored off the bar 
at eight A. M. Taking the command of the ex
pcclition, I left the steamer immediately, and cross· 
ing the bar in four feet water, commenced pulling 
up fOl: the town of Pandassan. This place had 
long been celebrated as one of the notorious haunts 
of the Illanuns, and was in every respect similar to 
the sister town ofTampassuk. The total force em-

VOL. IT. o 
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_'_"_'_' _ ployed, including forty marines, was onc hundred 
and -fifty men, exclusive of the Javanese crew under 
Mr. Ross. Lieutenants Heath and Norcock com
manded the division of seamen, and Lieutenant 
Alexander the marines. 

The river at the entrance is about four hundred 
yards wide, with a beautiful bank, reminding me 
much of i\Iount Edgecombe, clothed in verdure 
and studded with large trees, and rising gradually 
from the brink of the stream. 

The water ill tIle river is salt, with mangroves 
and nipa palms on either side, the magnificent 
mountain of Kina Ballow in the distance ~howing 
to g reat advantage. After rowing up for a few 
miles in deep water, we entered a short creek to the 
left., where we had just room for Our oars to pass. 
Our guides informed us t.hat the town of Pandassan 
was at the head of this piece of water, and in half 
an hour we effected Ii landing at the first large 
building, ilnd I was in the act of sending out ad
vance partics to :reconnoitre the country, when to 

my surprise the commander·in·chief appeared in 
person, not with any view of taking the command 
out of my hands, but from a wish to see another 
of these pirate towns. A rapid advance was now 
made on each side of the river, and on entering the 
town we found it entirely evacuated by the inha
bitants, but time had not allowed of their carrying 
off their household furn iture. Sentries having 
been posted, the admiral and myself, accompanied 

• 
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by Licut. Vansit,tart, and our body-guaN, Rnd by 18 1G. 

:Mr. Ross, with his Javanese scamen, marchcd into --
the jungle, and after crossing {I. large trllck of 
marshy ground, cmerged into a fCI·tilc and very 
pretty country; the detached houses, gRrclcns, and 
quantity of poultry, pigs, and gonts, cvidencing 
much personal comfort., and a clear pI'oof that the 
trade of piracy was at any rate a proti table spccu-
lut·ion . The positions, indeed, taken up by these 
pirates were charming. The soil appeared to be 
excellent, with sugar cane, bananas, and Indian 
corn growing in great luxuriance, and there were 
signs of numerous cattle, which probably had been 
dri ven ofT on our approach. In short, nature had 
showered her blessings upon these people, with a 
most prodigal hand, and had ~cld out inducements 
to honest industry which nothing but an inborn 
and deep· rooted love of plunder could have resisted 
or overcome. Our advanced guard had several 
sllOts with the enemy, a few of whOUl wcre killed 
and wounded in their retreat towards the hilly 
ground. We found piles of English ballast on one 
of the quay's msrked with the name of Carter and 
Caithness, also a ship's bell, some English cords, 
powder, and quantities of the native arms. It was 
the intention of Sir Thomas Cochrane to lulVc di· 
rected me to march across the country, and fo rm 
a junction with the detachment under Captain 
:WQuhae at Tampassuk, but the nature of tlle soil, 
owing to the late heavy rains, rendered such a . , 
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1846. measur~ inadvisable, and we consequently re-em
barked in the boats, having previously burnt every 
house in the town, and destl'Qyed the war prahus 
which were building. One- of these, about fifty 
feet in length, and beautifully built, was just com
pleted. 

• 
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CHAP. V. 

lIUR...'fINO 01' l·~:;OASSA:; .-CUA$.O: ,,:;p Dt: STnuCTlO:; O~' PIR"TE 
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Tuus fell the long notorious Illanun town of Pan- 1 8~6, 
dassan, One word from the haughty pirates of a 
promise of amendment and of a change of life would 
have saved it, as it had done Siriki, and Kan5wit; 
but this word was not spoken, and the place was 
razed to the ground, and the inhabitants driven as 
fugit.ives into the jungle, to be dealt with by the 
aborigines, who had long groa.ned beneath their 
grinding tyranny. 

The sun, during the day, was fearfully hot, but 
the land campaign being fortunately short, we did 
not suffer_ The main body of seamen, under the . , 
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1846. orders of Lieutenant Heath, bad scoured the 
country in every direction, and a party of marines 
had visited a distant village, but as ita character 
WIlS unknown, ond the people quiet., th,ey were left 
unmolested. The whole party rejoined the Phle
gethon in the evening, and we returned to the 
squadron off 'l'nmpassuk. 

Aug. 3. Aug. 3. _ The pirates taken by the Phlegethon 
were transferred to the Hingdovc, for passage to 
Manilla, in order that they might be given up to 
the Spanish governor, with the Spanish captives 
taken with them, :lnd the squadron weighed and 
proceeded to the northward, 

In the nfternoon, three large prahus were ob· 
served standing along shore under a press of 
sail, and the signal was made for the Ringdove 
and Royalist to chase. It was n. pretty sigM to 
watch the pirate vessels endeavouring to escape by 
steering for some detached rocks, which, just at. 
this pn.rt of the coast, extended in clusters, several 
miles to seaward, and towards which, the brig and 
schooner boldly stood, with the hope of cutting off 
the chasc. At dusk we could just observe, that 
t.he Royn.list, ft'Om having been closer in shorc, had 
brought to, apparently within range of the prahus, 
and had lowered her boats, whilst the brig, unable 
to get to the spot., altered her course to rejoin the 
squadron, which, nnder easy sail, continued its 
course for the north·east point of Borneo. When 
last seen, the pirate vessels appeared to have short
ened sail, but the veil of night prevented our wit-
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nessing the result of the Hoyalist's bold approach 1841>. 

amongst the dangerous rocks. 
Aug. 4. -This afternoon, the squadron anchored Aug. 4. 

in Malludu bay, and was joined by the Royalist, 
which vessel, on coming within signal aistanee, 
telegraphed, "pirate prohus hoisted the black flag 
nnd attacked our boats, - t wenty of the pirates 
killed, and two of their prah!Js destroyed." These 
boats evidently belonged to the Pandassan or 
Tampassuk r ivel'S, towards which they werQ steer ' 
ing when fi rst seen, and it appeared, from the 
account given by Lieutenant Reid, that on finding 
it impra.cticable to take the Royalist nearer to the 
reef, he lowered his gigs, and sent them away 
under the orders of · Afr. Quin ( mate), and .,Mr. 
Ray (midshipman). Theprahus, having separated, 
pulled at once fOr the shore, upon which Mr. Ray 
was directed to push quickly towards the bea.ch and 

. endeavour to cut off the largest one in her attempt 
to escape to the northward, whilst Mr. Quin gave 
chase to the other two, which were retreat ing in an 
opposite direction. One of the latter managed to 
get so close to the surf before she was overtaken, 
that the crews jumped overboard and swam to the 
shore, when she was immediately captured and de
stroyed, and Mr. Quin then observing, that an en. 
gagem.ent was going on between the other prahu 
and the smal! gig, pulled in that direction to her 
assistance. Mr. Ray, in the mean time, had come 
up rapidly with the large prabu, which, on obscrv-

• Mr. Quin bill! been ,ince promo1.e<1. _ ED. 
o • 
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Aug. 5. _ Half an hour before break of day, I 1846. 

star t..cd in my galley, Beauty, with the cutters of Aug.li. 

the Iris for Malludu river, the commander·in-chief, 
accompanied by Mr. Brooke and the boats of the 
squadron, setting out at the same time. The 
distance to the entrance of the river was about 
fourteen miles, which we reached after a steady pull 
of four hours, and having given the crews twenty 
minutes to rest., we made n. fresh start, and a 
further row of six or seven miles brought us to the 
spot where Sheriff Osman, the great Arab pirate, 
had been signally defeated by Captain Talbot, the 
preceding year. We found the place utterly de
serted, though the palisades round t he encampment 
were still standing, and, from the appearance of the 
interior, it seems probable that some of the brass 
guns had been buried and afterwards carried away, 
as there were several large holes, of the size and 
shape of pieces of ordnance, close to the batteries. 
The admiral minutely inspected every part, and 
then eutered the jungle, beyond which the village 
formerly stood ; but not a vestige now remained, 
and it was evident that the drubbing administered 
to these notorious pi~tes, by my excellent friend 
the gallant Captain of the Vestal, had been of so 
decisive a nature, as to prove to the chiefs who 
escaped after the action, that they could no longer 
remain in safety in that quarter. 

As no particulars are given in Mr. Brooke's 
Journal of the destruction of this famous piratical 
stronghold, I will here introduce the official letter 
of Captain Talbot, which will show the strength 
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of the position, nnd the character of t he desperate 
men who had so long been the terror of this part 
of the coast. 

" Sm, 
"Her Majesty'. Steam-v~l Vixen, MaHudu Day, 

August 20. 1 84~ . • 

" I have to report the proceedings of t.he expe
dition you did me the honour to place under my 
command. 

"Your Excellency's flag having been flying on 
board the Vixen, you are aware of its progress to 
the anchorage at the head of the ldalludu bay; I 
commence, therefore, the details from that period. 

" The force, consisting of 530 seamen and ma
rines, (the details of which I annex), conveyed in 
twenty-four boats, of which nin~ were gun-boats, 
left the Vixen at three o'clock, r. M., on the 18th 
instant, and after some little difficulty on hitting 
on the .channel, was anchored off the mouth of the 
Songybuyas a little after sun-set. Hero we were 
j oined by a boat from the Pluto, carrying the Agin
court's field-piece. 

" The tide serving, about eleven 11. . ,\1., weighed, 
and passing the bar, anchored within ie. At daylight 
on the 19th we proceeded up t.he river in two divi
sions : after advancing .about two miles, I was in
formed by the Brune pilots we were nearing the 
town. I , therefore, went a-head with Captain 
Lyster, to reconnoitre. On corning to an abrupt 
turn in the river, about three miles higher, we 
found ourselves suddenly in front of the position, 
which consisted of two stockaded ports of eight 
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and three guns each, cOlDm:mding the reach. 
About 200 yards below the forts was a boom 
aCl"OSS the river, apparently well constructed. The 
forts appeared to us to stand on a tongue of land, 
from 'which we wel'C separated by the river, which 
at that point divided int{) two bl'anches, and the 
pilots declarcd that to be the cllse : that turning to 
the r ight, we observed, was still further defended 
by a floating battery. There uppcarcd, therefore, 
to be no means of carrying the position but by 
forcing the boom. 

"On rejoining the foree, arrangements were 
made for the gun-boats to advance to the boom to 
cover the party appointed to cut through it, the 
remainder of the force to hold itself in readiness to 

act when ordered. We had approached the boom 
to within 100 yards when a flag of truce was 
observed to be coming towards us. Conceiving 
thc object of the enemy was merely to gRin time, I 
sent back a message, that unless Sheriff Osman 
came to me in half an hour, I should open fire. 
Th is being corrveyed to the fort, the flog returned 
with an offer to admit me with two boats, that I 
might visit the Sheriff. I declined, and the flag 
retired: the moment it was clear of the line of fire, 
the three·gun battery opened, and the cannonade 
became general on both sides. 

"The boom was composed of three large sized 
trees, each supporting a chain cable, equal to ten 
or twelve indles, firmly bolted and secured around 
the trunk of a tree on each bank: a cut in the right 
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bank allowed a canoe to pass, but was impassable 
to any of our boats. 

" One hour nearly elapsed befgre we CQuid in any 
way remove the obstacle, during which time the 
fire of the enemy was well sustained, all the guns 
being laid for the boom. I need hardly mention 
it was briskly returned from OUf side, both from 
guns and small arms, and some rockets well thrown 
by a party which had been landed on the right 
bank, appeared to produce considerable effect. 

" As soon as the passage was open for the smaller 
boats, they passed through rapidly, and embarked 
the marines from the large boats across the boom; 
ultimately the whole force passed through, The 
enemy immediately quitted their defences, and flcd 
in every direction. The marines and small-arm 
men having cleared the town, the former were 
formed as a covering party, and parties of seamen 
WCI'e pushed up both banks of the river, but met 
with no opposition ; at the same time preparations 
were maue for spiking the guns, anu destroying the 
stockaues and town: in a short time these were 
completeu, and the whole in flames, as well as three 
large prahus, and several smaner ones. 

"Being anxious to save the tide, and conceiving 
that the object contemplated by your Excellency 
was accomplished, I ordered the force to be re·em
barked, and proceeded down the river to the Vixen. 
When your Excellency considers the strength of 
the enemy's position, and the obvious state of pre
paration in which we found him, you will be pre-
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pared to learn that the service has not been 
performed without considerable loss. I regret very 
much to state it at. six killed, and fifteen wounded. 
The loss on the part of the enemy was unquestion. 
ably very great, but the surrounding jungle afforded 
the enemy the means of car rying off their dead, 
according to their custom in these cnses. Never
theless, some of those left on the neld we recognised 
as persons of considerable influence. 

"Whilst I record my admiration of the gallnn~ry 
and steadiness of the whole force under 0. galling 
fire, sustained for a long period, I must part icularly 
mention Captain Lyster, who directed his at tention 
to the boom, and by whose personal exertions that 
obstacle 'vas overeome. 

"Mr. Gibbard, mate of her Majesty's ship Wol
verine, was, I grieve to say, mortally wounded by 
an early shot, whilst gallantly working at the boom 
with an axe. 

" I beg leave to point out to your Excellency the 
conduct of Mr. Williamson, Malay interpreter to 
~r. Brooke; he was with me during the a ttack, 
and was exposed to the whole of the fire. 

" I have the honour, &c. &c. &e. 
(Signed) "CHARLES TALBOT • • 

" His "EIecll~ncy Rear Admiral Sir ThomQ Coehranc, C.R, 
Com mander_in -Chid." • 

In this gallant action sheriff Osman was danger. 
ously wounded; and nothing having been heard of 
him since, it is believed that he died in the jungle. 

We reached our respective ships at seven, P. M., 

having pulled about forty miles during the day, in 
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• 

a broiling sun. The captains, flS usual, dined with 
our most hospitable chief, and discussed the past 
day's amusement unt il a late hour. 

Aug. 6. - The squadron weighed at day-light, 
and stood out of Malludu Bay. The Ringdove 
joined company in the offing, baving been de
spatched two doys ago to chase several suspicious
looking prahn!, which were standing towards the 
Island of Balnmbangml. Sir William Hoste re
ported that he had followed three prahus until the 
brig had shoaled tllC water to her own draught; 
when he despatched tIle boats in pursuit, under 
Lieutenant Norcock, which officer, having boarded 
them shortly after they had run on shore and 
been deserted by their crews, found them to be 
laden with rice and other products of the eountJ·y, 
and no guns or arms of any kind below. Imagining, 
therefore, that they were t rading vessels, he 1'C

turned towards the Ringdove, upon which the 
crews immediately regnined the prahus, and were 
again making off from the shore, when a second 
order from Sir William Hoste, despatched by an
other boat, directed Lieutenant Norcock to bring 
one of the prohus to the brig, in order that the 
commander might judge himself of her character. 

One of the prahus was consequently taken 
possession of and brought alongside ·t he Ring
dove, the Cl'CW rowing it themselves, and having 
a guard over them of three murines and seveml 
seamell. On bciJlg mnde fast alongside the brig, 
without any previous warning, the pirates, for suc~ 
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it appears thQy were, though their arms had been lMG. 

skilfully concealed, suddenly rose, and simultanc- --
ously with their krises new upon the sromen and 
marines, and, before they could defend themselves, 
one marine was killed, and two marines and a 
seaman severely wounded, t.hey being all of the 
Hingdove's erew then on board the prahu. The 
prahu wns at this time under tIle quarter, and 
touching the counter of the brig; so close, indeed, 
that one of the pirates actually took his spear, 
and lunging it through the por t of the Ring-
dove, mortally wounded the master; und it was 
also reported, though I cannot ascertain exactly 
whether' trUQ or not, that the headman of the 
pirates, after killing the marine sentry dead with 
his krise, seized the musket as the man fell into 
the hold of the prahu, and fi red it at the officers 
standing on the gangway. 'fhe pirates then cut 
the huwser adrift., and seizing their paddles madQ 
off for the shore. A desperate and well planned 
manreuvre, it must be admitted; and as it was at 
this time dark, there wonld have been a probability 
of escape, had not the boats of the brig been quickly 
manned and scnt in chase. 'fhe prahn was over-
taken and boarded in less than ten minutes, upon 
which .the crew retreated below, and with their 
long spears, t~rough the . bamboo flooring, made a 
desperate defence, and :finally refusing all quarter, 
they were slain to a man, and the prohu sunk by 
the gun of the pinnace. 

As I have already stated that there were nQ 
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arms on board any of the prahus when they were 
first boarded, it is evident that these weapons must 
have been carried on shore when the crew deserted 
their vessels, and taken on hoard ~<>"iI:in, and care· 
fully concealed when the captured prahu was re
manned. I must also observe that the piratical 
crew showed no disposition to resist being taken 
off to the Ringdove, and during the long pull, 
such adepts were they at dissimulation, they ap
peared rather satisfied t.han otherwise at the excur
sion, and chatted ' good-humoredly, through the 
interpreter, with the marines and seamen. 

Aug. 7. _ Heavy rain with thunder and light· 
ning, and south-westerly squalls. 

This forenoon Mr. Brooke left the Agincourt and 
came on board the I ris, for a passage to join the 
P hlegethon, which vessel was to convey him to Sa
ruwak, when the operations on the north-west coast 
should be concluded. I went carly op. board the 
flag-ship to receive my final instructions, the com
mander-in-chief having previously acquainted me, 
that he intended that I should continue in the 
command of the detached squadron on the coast of 
Borneo. :My orders were, to revisit Brune, cnter, 
if possible, into negotiations with the sultan, and 
attack Hajji-Saman, wherever he might be found; 
then to revisit Tampassuk and Pandassan, and to 
expel the Illanuns entirely from these shores, should 
they make any attempt to rebuild in those districts. 
At noon the admiral stood away for the Pal1l.wun 
passage, bound to China, accompanied by the 
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Dredalus, Ringdove, and Royalist j leaving under 
my order the Haza rd and Phl<'gethon, wi th the 
further intimation, that another sloop of war and n 
small steamer would be speedily scnt to me from 
China. 

With this reinforcement I shan llave a respec
table squadron, flnd only hope we Illny have ~he 
good fortune to fall in with one of the pirate fleets 
well out to sea: no officer can regret being left in 
command, yet am I sorry to part with our chief . . 
Sometimes, perhaps, 1 may think that his excel
lency'S hours of rising are inconveniently early, 
and may disapprove of th is habit as having a tell' 
dency to draw the captains from their cots at a 
period of the morning not quite agreeable j per
haps, also, I might venture the opinion, that, 
occasionally, the squadron may be a little over
worked j but, as the admiral nevel" spal'Cs himself, 
there is not much cnuse for a growl, and I willingly 
record the admiration of my brother officers and 
myself at the skill and great nerve he has displayed 
in navigating so large a force along this dangerous 
and unsurveyed coast. 

III the evening I anchored off the rocks where 
the Royalist had cngaged the pirates, and at dusk 
Bent away the pinnace and cutter under charge 
of Lieut. Little, 'with a par ty of marines and :five 
days' pl'ovisions, with orders to cruize along the 
coast aftcr the lllanuns, and to rejoin the sllip 
at Ambong on thc 12th. Licut. L ittle was also 
directed to cxamllle the inlets for t.he village of 
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llWG. Sarang, which, from late information, was reported 
to be another strong hold of the pirates in con
nexion with Pandassan. Mr. Sullivan, second 
mnster, and ],fro Hamilton, midshipman, were also 
in the pinnace, and Mr. M'Crea, midshipman, with 
Mr. Jolliffe, assistant surgeon, in f.he cutter. 

Aug.ll. August ll.-During the last three days we have 
been working to the southward, against the south
west monsoon, keeping well out in the offing, 
whilst our boats were occasiono11y in sight from 
the masthead close under the land. Last evening 
we anchored in Ambong Bay, and this morning 
Mr. Brooke and myself WCDt on shore with the 
cutter and gig anned. We w eTC met by the orang· 
kayo. and a large number of natives on the beach, 
and learnt from them that the lllanuns had not 
returned to Tampassuk since our departure. The 
people seemed delighted to see us IIgain, and pro
mised to bring bullocks, poultry, and vegetables 
for snle to-morrow, in exclul.llge for which we had 
English cotton goods and long cloth to give them. 
On our return on board we found that the boats 
under Lieut. Little had come in from their cruize. 
He had not being able to discover the town of 
Sarang, but had captw-ed and destroyed one pira
tical prahu, the crew of wllich escaped on shore; 
and he had afterwards ascended the Pandassan 
river, and marched to a small ll1anun village which 
he destroyed. On dropping down the river again, 
at a narrow turning of the stream, the pirates 
assembled in force, and attacked the boats with 
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groat vigour, throwing showers of spears ftom the 
banks at the distance of ten to fi fteen yards ; several 
struck the pinnace, but mOst pnsscd over to the 
opposite side, and none of our men were hur t. A 
discharge of musketry from the marines soon put 
the enemy to confusion; many of the pirates in the 
advance were killed and wounded, and the boat·s 
subsequently passed out to the open sea without 
further opposition. The yells and screams of these 
savages were tel'rifie as, compclkod to retl"eat, they 
glided away into the jungle. No inhabitants were 
found amongst the ruins of Pandassan or of Tam. 
passuk, which L ieut. Little also visited, and the 
opinion of the Ambong people is that they will 
remain as thoroughly deserted as MaHudu has been 
since its destruction. To the quiet inhabitants of 
Ambong, out active measures appear to have given 
unqualified satisfaction, and they hope now to be 
secure from future attacks of their oppressors. 
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A ugu.9t 12.- To-day we had quite a grand market Aug. 12_ 

on shore, and much business was done. A large 
number of the people from the interior had come 
down, bringing many beautiful bullocks ; thirty or 
forty were on the beach for sale, besides poult ry, 
goats, and vegetables in small quanti ties. I or-
dered the. purser to purchase six bullocks for the 
ships' company; . those of the greatest size cost 
about one penny three-farthings a pound, the price 
being measured by the value of long cloth given in 
exchange. Fifty yards of common calico W~I"e con-
sidered equal to an animal weighing 260 pounds. . , 
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The finest beasts belonged to the Dussuns or hill 
people; the smaller ' ones and the poultry to the 
Bnjows) or sea Gipsies, who live on the coast; all 
were armed with kampclans, lo~]g spears, and sum· 
pitans, and seemed most anxious to tl:ade, making 
many inquiries 'if the other ships would return, 
and promising to grow large quantities of vege· 
tables, and to keep a good supply of every thing if 
we would continue to visit the place. Ur. Brooke 
and myself strolled amongst tl]ese wild men whilst 
the barter was going on, and we engaged to afford 
them protection from the lllaI)uns if they would 
only give notice to Brune should the pirates re
turn again to their neighbourhood. I took a great 
fUl~cy to tllis place, the people seemed so really de· 
sirous of beillg friendly wiih Europeans, and so 
anxious to know if there was a. probability of 
trade with Singapore. The bullocks also were far 
superior in quality to any we had been able to 
procure either in the Straits or in Chinn; and it 
was e\'ident that ample supplies could at any time 
be obtained for the squadron from this place, pro·· 
vided the people had confidence in our revisiting 
it periodically. 

August 13._Early in the morning we weighed, 
and with a. moderate north westerly wind beat out 
of the bay. In the afternoon we had rain and 
hen vy squalls; .towards eYelling the wentller cleared 
up when a. large prahu was seen standing towards 
us with several white fiags fiying. We tacked and 
stood towards her; she proved to be one of the 
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boats belonging to the or-.l.Og-kaya of Kimanis, 
and br(;lUgh~ a lettet· stating, t hat he had recei ved 
information t hat our determined foe Ho.lii Stumm 
was fortifying himsel f in the l\Iambakftt river, six 
miles from Kimanis, nnd llad till'c.D.tcned to attack 
that placc if the propl!.! allowed communication 
with t he English. 

The intelligence of this chief having actually com
menced to fortify a position inland seemed almost 
too good to be true, though, from t,he eharactel' of 
I-lrijji Saman, ;\Ir. Brooke thought it very probable 
that he might endeavour to fix himself in the 
Mnmbakut river, and there form a nucleus for 
piracy, and it was, moreover, known that the Dyaks 
in th is particular district had always bc<ln of evil 
disposition, and illimical to European connexion. 
The prahu was dispatched immediately on her 
return t.o Kimanis with a message to t he orang
kayo. that the frigate would appear there as soon as 
possible, but the wind was provokingly light, and 
being dead foul, little progress was made during 
the evening. 

Aug. 14. - Beating along !!hore towards lGma
nis, off which place we observed the Phlegctholl at 
anchor, and in the afternoon we took up our berth 
in ten . fathoms alongside of her, about three 
quarters of a mile from t he shore. Mr. Ross came 
on board, and gave us further parliculars respecting 
Hajji Suman, who had sent another mcssl\ge to the 
chiefs of Kimanis, to the effect, that he WM quite 
prepared to resist ally attempt that might be made . , 
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184G. to interfere with his arrangements in the Mam
bakrtt river. 

:Mr. Brooke olso received visi ts from several 
chiefs, who ruled the rivers between Kimanis and 

• 
Amhong, all of whom declared, that . they were 
favourable to a legal trade along the coast , and 
would willingly assist with their war prabus in 
any e:"pedition that might be undertaken by the 
rajah of Sar:l\vuk. These gentry were dismissed, 
after a short parley, and arrangements were made 
for a grand assembly for the morrow, when Mr. 
Brooke was to receive aU t.he depositions and other 
information that might be offered, and we were 
afterwards to decide on the plan of operations. 

July 240. Aug. 15. - Mr. Brooke and myself proceeded 
early up the river, and had a long conference with 
thc chiefs of thc distr icts round, ancl, after ma
turely weighing all thcir statements, :Mr_ Brooke 
informed me, that he believed tIle intelligence reo 
specting the movements and intentions of Hajji 
Saman to be in the main, cor rect, and I, therefore, 
decided to nct immediately against him. 

Aug. H3. Aug. 16. - At day light, the boats of the squa· 
dron left the ship, under the chal'ge of Lieutenant 
Little, assisted by Mr. Sullivan (second master), and 
by 'Messrs. Hanmer, Hamilton, McCrea, and Visconti 
(midsh ipmen ), Mr. Jolliffe attending as the medi· 
cal officer. The total force was seventy bayonets, 
including the detachment of marines, under L ieu· 
tenant Alexander, and rocket party under Lieu· 
tenant Heath, and all being ren.cly, they proceeded , 
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1846. on board the Phlegethon. nIr. Brooke and myself 
joined shor~ly afterwards, whe~, taking the boats in --
tow, we steered for the ent rance of the llIambakfit 
river, six miles distant, bearing south west. 

Having anchored in four fathoms, half u. mile 
from the bar, over which a heavy surf was break· 
ing, we immediately pulled towards the shore ; 
the principal pangeran of our new allies show
ing the channel. Mr. Brooke and 1 followed in 
the gig, and the other boats in line astern. 
Having reached the smooth water, we lay to for 
t he nath-e auxiliar ies, and soon after, commenced 
ascending the r iver, against a st.rong current. 
Lieutenant Little's force fonncd the van division, 
- then came the boats of the Phlegdhon , under 
Mr. Heyden and Mr. Vaughan, and a quar ter of a 
mile in the rear, the large fleet of prah us. It was 
a. very beautiful and picturesque scene. ]30at aftcr 
boat dashing through the surf, with their gaudy 
fl ags and long streamers, and then shooting into 
the unruffled stream beyond, and taking up their 
assigned position~; which wcre well under com
mand of our guns and rockets. 

About forty war prahus, from the different rivers 
in the vicinity, with a force of 500 men, armed 
with th}rty brass swivel guns, joined us here, t he 
principal chicft p.ins being pangeran Madoud of i)·ran
gatal, and the orang-kayas of Kimanis, P appar, 
and Kalias. Thesc wcrc all most anxious to show 
themselves in their best attire to the English rajah, 
who, in consequence of this unexpected appari tion .. 
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1846._ of a large native force, thought it his duty to be 
present, and on this account, accompanied me in 

• my gig. 
I cer tainly was not withoJIt apprehension of 

the possibility of treachery on the .par t of this 
unexpected reinfol'cement, and it was, therefore, 

. requisite to keep our own force well together, ready 
to act on any emergency, whilst it was also politic 
in Mr. Brooke to show his entire confidence in their 
good fait.h ; though, as many of the prahns had ar· 
r ived from distant places, with which he was un· 
acquainted, he conld not positively know the truth of 
the assertion of t.he chiefs, - that tIley were de· 
sirOllS of commerce and of friendsh ip with Eng· 
land. 

'Vhen all the force was assembled, MI'. Brooke, 
seated on the beach, gave audience to the chiefs, 
n:nd made them comprehend that they were on no 
aceonnt, to commence hostilities, and that ' their 
duty was to keep our retl'€at open, if necessary. 
This all settled, our force was put in motion, and, 
after pulling up for three hours against a strong 
ebb, the first symptoms of an attempt to oppose 
our progress were manifested by the floating down 
of heavy rafts of bamboos, and shortly u.ftcrwarus 
the report of g uns was heard in the interior. The 
boats of the Iris led the advance, accompanied by 
thc P hlegethon's cut ters, and were foliowed, at a 
short uistance, by the war prahus of our na~ive 

allies. 1\11'. Brooke and myself passed f!"Om one 
dctadllncn~ ~o the other, watching their proceed· 
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ings, and dirccti ng their movcments according to _ ,,_,_,._ 
circumstances. 

At the t ime we met the rafts, the gig was some 
distance ahead of the leading boat j and at a. 
sudden bend of the river, which was here about 
twenty yards wide, with a current of three knots 
running down, we discovered a long line of thick 
bamboo stakes fixed across the stream, with an 
immensc boom tlt tJl.ched to them, but which .. owing 
to the frcshes, had swung athwart. Facing these 
defences, distant about eighty yard", a small fort 
had been erected, which immed iately opencd fi rc 
upon the gig. The pinnace, under Lieut. Little, 
coming up close astern, passed on to the at tack, 
followed by t he bargc and rocket-boats under 
Lieut. Heath, and in a few minutes the action 
became generaL Th() current was so strong that 
it was with great difficulty the boats could force 
their way through the nar row passage, and during 
a quarter of au hour a. brisk fire was kept up a ll 
both sides. 

Several of OUI' native allies recognised Hajj i 
Saman, who commanded the battery in person; 
bllt , as usual, as soon as the pin nace had passed 
the boom, the chief, wich aU his Borneo fol · 
lowers, decamped, and the fort was speedily taken 
nnd dcstroye(l by Lieutenant Little. The po· 
sition of the battery was admirably chosen, having 
InMgrove swamps 0 11 eaeh bank of the river, which 
r r:n<iered a flank movement impossible; and close 
to its base, bamhoo spikes had ~n driven, to pre· 
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1846. vent landing. No time was lost here, the whole 
force pushed rapidly on, and in a narrow creek a 
large prahu, endeavouring to escape, was cap-
tured and destroyed. . 

We arrived at the first cultivated ground, about 
a mile farther up, having previously pasS<ld the 
ruins of a village destroyed last year by pangeran 
Budrudeen for continued acts of piracy. Two 
miles again from this, amidst ranges of cocoa nuts 
and fruit trees on either bank, t,he first signs of 
habitable dwellings appeared, and shooting round 
a neck of land, we came directly upon a large vil· 
lage. On landing, we found it entirely deserted by 
the inhabitants, and having been now seven hours 
at the oars, I caUed a halt, and taking up our quar
ters in the best buildings, piped to dinner. 

:Meanwhile guns were heard still further inland, 
and having refreshed the crews, we recommenced 
pulling up, the scenery increasing in beauty, and the 
banks of the river becoming richer in cultivation. 
Each house had a garden neatly fenced round, and 
in regular beds systematically sown, I observed 
lettuces, cabbages, onions, &c. , so exactly similar 
to the Chinese arrangements, that I believe Chi· 
nese prisoners must have laid them out. The 
interior of the houses were extremely neat; mats, 
threshing, and knitting machines, culinary imple· 
ments, and other furniture in capital order; and 
had it not been for the numberless human skulls 
pendant from every apartment, and suspended from 
the ceiling in regular festoons, with the thigh and 
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arm holies occupying the intervening spaces, and a 1846. 

few ornaments peculiar to the wildest class of Dyaks, 
I should have believed myself in a civilised land. 
Alas, what horrors! It is seldom that I moralize 
in my J ournal, usually contenting myself with the 
relation of fnets; yet, who call witness the violence 
of this land, or listen to the talc of the dreadful 
scenes which have passed within the knowledge 
and under the eye of my pl'esent companion, the 
intropid Brooke, without sometimes falling into a. 
melancholy and reflective strain? 

How long yet will the Almighty tolerate these 
atrocities in the Heathen! How long will that great 
beneficent Being permit this beauteous land, en. 
dowed by nature with every requisite for the hap. 
piness of man, to be the dwelling-place of demons 
in human form ! but stop, we can only exclaim, 
"God's will be done," and we have no authority to 
question Ilis mode of action. 

I was much struck by the simplicity and beauty 
of the tombs of the Dyaks. They Were generally 
erected on rising ground, in lovely spots, Sur
rounded by creepers and flowering shrubs, a hun
dred yards from the buildings; they weI'C of an 
oblong form, composed of wooden planks, standing 
ahou~ twelve fcet from the ground on piles, and 
covered with a sloping roof of the branches of the 
sago palm; strips of broad bark were attached 
according to fancy on the gables, having various 
devices rudely painted upon them_ 

Goats, poultry, and pigs were numerous in the 
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1846. enclosures, the latter animal proving that we were 
no longer amongst the followers of Mohamed; 
indeed, from what I could learn, these people have 
no religion, and no idea of a God. What a field for 
missionary Inbours 1 

• 
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Aug. 16. - To proceed with my history. Afrer 1846. 

passmg several detached houses, all of which 
Ang. 16. 

were deserted, we came suddenly upon n. mansion 
of the largest size. The main vernndah had a 
frontage of 300 feet, and the piles on whicb it 
stood were four feet in diameter. The building 
wns close upon the river's bank, and partinlly con-
cealed by eoeo~ nut t rees. One of thcsc had been 
cut down in order to form a kind of abattis, from 
behind which, as the Phlegethon's boats (which 
were now leading) approached, a few small guns 
opened , but were quickly silenced as the reinforce-
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1846. ments came up; a pa.rty was at the same time 
landed for the purpose of cutting off the enemy in 
their retreat, but they were nqt to be caught, and 
retiring rapidly into the jungle, carried with them 
their killed, and wounded. We ascertained that 
this first class mansion had been tenanted by Hajji 
Saman himself. In ten minutes it was in flames, 
and amongst the furnitu re soon enveloped in the 
blaze were fifty skulls, and as many packages of 
human bones-several of them evidently the latest 
gifts of the Dyak gentlemen to their lady loves; 
for no aristocratic youth dare venture to pay his 
addresses to a Dyak demoiselle, unless he throws 
at the blushing maiden's feet a net full of skulls, 
at the same time that he offers his hand and heart! 
In some districts it is customary for the young lady 
to desire her lover to cnt a thick bamboo from the 
neighbouring jungle, and when in possession of 
this instrument, she carefully arranges the cadeau 
d'amour on the floor, and by repeated blows beats 
the heads into fragments, which, when thus pounded, 
are scraped up and cast into the river, at the 
same time she throws herself into the arms of the 
enraptured youth, and so commences the honey
moon. 

The usual practice, however, is to guard the 
skulls, pickling them with care, as from the cx
treme heat of the climate, const-ant attention is 
required to prescrve them. This account was given 
by a native to :Mr. Brooke and Captain Maitland, 
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with much oth?r unique information too startling _ '_"_'_"_ 
for public.,'ltioll. 

The wOI'k of destroying Hajji Saman's second 
posit ion completed, the men wefe again at their 
oars, and, going ahead to reconnoitre, I reached 8. 

Dyak village, having in its fear an extensive plain; 
the opposite bank of the river being also open ground. 
The inhabitants could not have quitted their homes 
ten minutes, as all their property had been left to 
the mercy of the invader~an invader whom, 
doubtless, Hajji Saman had described as a ruthless 
barbarian; for these poor men, savage as their 
nature may be, and disgusting their habits, had 
never seen n white man before; and no E uropean 
keel had ever cut their waters, unless as a prize to 
their piratical pruhus. 

On examining this spot, I found it well adapted 
for a bivouac for the night, and on expressing my 
opinion to Mr. Brooke, and my wish to push up 
the river the next morning, he entirely coincided 
with my views. Lieut. Little then joined us, with 
all the boats, and before darkness set in, the ma
rines were in barracks. The I ris and Phlegethon's 
boats were drawn up together along the bank, in 
front of head-quarters, and the native auxiliaries 
were ordered to take up their station ahead. 'fhe 
sentries were planted, and our position made se
cure, the enemy; at the extremity of the plain, 
watching our movements with much astonishment_ 

On returning to head-quarters, after inspecting 
the outposts, I was sorry to find tha.t my friend 
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and companion, Mr. Brooke, owing to the fatigue 
and exposure be had for many weeks past under
gone, felt himself far from well; and thus being 
unable to enjoy the rough fare of the bivouac, he 
stretched himself 011 a flooring of bamboo, Rnd, 
taking a bundle of faggots for a pillow, bade de
fiance to th8 horrible insects which are, indeed, tIle 
torments of these equatorial regions. 

During the night the enemy, by continued hor
rific yeUs, acquainted us that they were watching 
our camp fires, and early in t.he middle watch, a 
man came to the brink of the river, on the opposite 
bank, and called out, in the Malay lmlguagc, that 
he had deserted from Hajji Suman, and wished to 
join us; whereupon one of the native chiefs 
ordered him to leap into the river, and swim 
across, if he were serious in his professions, and 
promised him protection. The man instantly com
plied; and on being brought before us, he stated 
that Hajj i Saman had fled to the houses at the 
head of the stream in great consternation, and 
that the Dyaks were astounded at our advance, 
thc Bomean chieftain having assured t.hem that 
his forts amI boom were impregnable. 

Aug. 17. _ Mr. Brooke ha.ving rallied from his 
indisposition, ut early da.wn we commenced rowing 
up the river, and wcre greatly deligllted to find 
tha.t the water had fallen five feet during the 
llight, and that the strength of the stream was 
much abated. 

The character of the river still continued the 
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IHG. same, only gradually narrowing, having villages __ _ 
at every place where the cocoa-nut and fruit· trees 
flour ished, and where the ground was firm ; the 
intervening spaces of mangrove swamps and Nepa. 
palms being a quarter of a mile in extent, and 
thus dividing the cultivated spots into so many 
islands. Afte r fi ve hours' pull, our guides in-
formed us that the village then in sight, directly 
ahead, was the last upon the r iver; and that, be-
yond this, the stream dwindled to a mCT(l creek, 
overhung with brushwood and CI'C(!pers. The nar-
rowness of the river now showed that we had nearly 
t:eached the limit of its cultivated bAnks. In half 
an hour, a cheer from the headmost boatssignalised 
that the last refuge of the enemy was in sight ; a 
few st rokes more, and our guns and rockets were 
in play. The enemy vainly endeavoured to oppose 
onr sready advance by musket ry, and by blowing 
showers of sumpHs at their wllite and black assail-
ants. But, a landing once accomplished, the re-
treat became general; and the first of the aultan's 
chieftains, the notorious Ha.iji Saman, following 
the eXlunple of bis sovereign, sought safety amidst 
the j ungle, lighted by the fl ames of the Dyak 
fortress, which he, unlike his master, at any rate, 
attempted to defend. 

This ;wQrk of retributive justice concluded, thc 
whole force commenced its descent. Our mission 
had been accomplished : the head of thc r iver had 
been gaincd, and every position taken ; and J had 
now the painful duty of ordering Licutellflll t Little 

VOT .. II . Q 
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, to dest.roy and burn every Dyak house on both 
sides of the river. 

It might appear to many, unacquainted with 
the natu re of these Dyak buildings, that the de
struction of them was unnecessal'y . . "To spare 
the houses, and not to nre a shot at th.e natives, 
unless they first attacked us," were my positive in
structions to Lieutenant Little, on giving him the 
command; and this was r igidly observed. Now, 
every Dyak house is in itself a fortress. A para
graph of my official letter to the commander·in
chief, detailing these operations, states as follows; 
_ " Your excellency is well aware that every 
Dyak house, of large dimensions, is a fortress in 
itself ; and as the inhabitants blew showers of sum
pits into our boats as they passed, wounding several 
men, it was evident they had taken par t with 
Hajji Saman; and for these hostile acts their build· 
ings were dest royed." Mr. Brooke, who has great ' 
knowledge<of the character of the wild Dyaks, ac
quiesced in my opinion, that to sparc their houses 
after they had attackcd us with their poisoned 
darts, would have been construed by · them to a 

Jea'!' of landing amongst them, These people had 
never heard of the white man's power ; their rivers 
had always been considered impregnable, and of 
defeat they had not dreamed. They 'had carried. 
desolation and mi sery amongst the quiet tribcs 
around, and never imagined the day of l'etl'ibution 
would come, 

Several of ou r men wel'e wounded by the sum-
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pits; howe\'er, the arrows, on being drawn out, left a. 
very small incision, Wllich a kind messmate instantly 
sucked, and the poison (a black substance made 
from the upas tree) was extrnct{.'d. These ilrrows 
arc nine inches long, of tough wood, not thicker 
than moderate sized wire, very lleatly madc, and 
gcnerally barbed with sharpened fish bones. At 

-twenty yards' distance, the barb meeting the bare 
skin, would bury half the arrow in tile Hesh, but 
would lIot penetrate cloth at the distance of forty 
yards; t.he exti'eme range may be eighty or ninety 
yards. The length of the longest sumpitllll I saw was 
between seven and eight feet, and much resembled 
the cher ry-stick pipes of Turkey. The beauty and 
straightness of the bore is remarkable, Ilnd in order 
to give the grea.test velocity to the arrow, the head 
of it is made to fit exactly to the size of the tube, 
and is fo rmed of a sort of pith, 01' of very soft woou . 
The quiver for these arrows is really curious, beau· 
tifully mllue from the large bamboo, and besides, 
the darts usually contain a variety of amulets or 
chan ns in the shape of pebbles, bones, nnd odd 
pieces of wood, with the skins of monkeys. 

On our return uown the river, about twenty of 
these stately buildings were burnt to the ground. 
I had given strict orders that the abodes of the 
dead 'Should be respected, and I only henrd of a. 

single instimce of their being disobeyed. One of 
the J avanese C1'CW of the Plllegethon (n mussnl
!nall) endea.voured to ucstroy a distant mausoleum, 
and as he appl ied the fiery brand, was heard to 
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18-16. say, "It is only the burial place of n. Kaffir, and 
--- ought not to be spared," an excuse, however, which 

did not prevent his receiving due pun ishment for 
so malicious 11 deed. 

The heat from the burning houses "ias excessive, 
and the awning, which I had spread in the gig, as 
a protection against the poisoned arrows, was kept 
constantly wet to prevent ign ition, whilst tIle 
thirst of the crews was quenched by the milk from 
the cocoa nuts, whicll were found here in great 
abundance. 

In several of these mansions, E nglish goods were 
discovercd, - long cloths, gunpowder, iron utensils, 
cards, and other articles, evidently taken by these 
pirates not long ago. 

It was at one of the positions, where the Dyaks 
were assembled in force, that a volley of musketry 
passing over our heads, and striking the water be· 
yond Qur oars, showed us we wcre in the neigh· 
bourhOO<1 of more dangerous weapons t-han the 
native sumpitan. In a few minutes I was on shore 
with my r ifle, and followed by my crew, and those 
of the nearest boats, r ushed to the open spot., and 
got distant shots n,t a body of Hnjji Sn,man's rascals 
u.s they retreated amongst the palm t rees, and I must 
do our nat ive" allies the j ustice to say. that they 
evinced, throughout the expedition, a hearty desire 
to assist us, kceping up a respectable fi re from their 
swivel guns and muskets. One young Malay I 
l)nrt ienlnrly remarked fo!" his courage and coolness, 
11::1 with u uoublc ba l'r(:ll~d dctonntol' he kept up 1l 
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really effective fi re. Another ally from the Borneo 
river had an E ngl ish piece with four barrels, but 
this he, of course, could not manage very cleverly. 
Having driven these savages into the jungle, we 
continued our course down the st ream, which was 
here about twenty yards wide. 

Observing (L covered spot well suited for an 
ambush, I 1lO.d just pointed it out to Brooke, when 
the sharp rattle of a musket-ball, and the excla
mation of my coxswain, that he was wounded in 
the leg, proved that the ground had not been 
tenanted in yain. On examination, however, the 
wound pro"ed to he slight, the ball burying itself 
in the boat's gear, a-midship. Giving the rajah 
the yoke-lines, I now opened fire with my double
bflrrcl fowling-piece, right and left, as fast as I 
could load, whilst my fellows gave way in good 
earnest; and though many shots from the enemy 
told neal' us, no othel' casualty occurred a t this 
point. 

This was, howevel', rather a narrow escape for 
her Majesty's political agent and myself, the knee 
of the siJ'Okesman and the persons of the sitters not 
being very far apnrt in a six-oared gig, 

We at length reached the entrance of the river, 
having remained a quarter of an hour at the lower 
fort, in order to destroy it thoroughly, as wdl as 
tb!,! boom, Which was It spar of the largest dimen
sions. I recrossed the bar without difficulty, but 
the large boat.<> had to dismount the guns, and to 
be dragged over. Mr. llJ'()Qke and myself got 
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1846. back to the Phlegethon by sunset. Our loss 
during the operations was onc man killed, and 
fourteen wounded, four of them severely; that of 
the enemy we were unable to ascertain; but from 
the nature of the country and their desultory 
mode of fighting, it was in all probability not very 
severe; and, on these occasions, no reliance can be 
placed on the report of the natives, who live on 
exaggeration. 

The boats, with their crews, were all safe on 
board the I ris (anchored six miles distant) by mid
night, and our dark-coloured friends joined the 
rendezvous at the steamer, when Mr. Ross cnter
tained them with a fcast on the quarter-deck, 
which was kept up till a late hour with great 
spirit, rajah Brooke listening with an im~rtllrbablc 
countenance and saint·like patience to the oft· 
repented tales of the pcdormnnccs of onr native 
allies in this grand campaign. Before separation 
a bond was drawn up by Ur. Brooke, to which the 
rulers of the people who had been engaged ou our 
side willingly subscribed. It pl"Omised that all the 
peaceable tribes should protect each other against 
their pirat-ical neighbours; every independent 
thief also swearing to protcet the person and 
property of shipwrecked or distressed Europeans 
who might be driven on their iron-bound coast; 
und I really now hope we have made a commence_ 
ment in the good work of rendering these seas 
seCUl·C for the lawful trader. The successful di s
charges of our Congreve rockets_weapons so fear-



C,l. .. '. VJ.] FHEAKS OF A Sl'ANn:r" 23l 

ful to a savuge people _ gave them au idea. of our 184{i~ 

powC!', whilst our uniform kindness to all the 
unpiratieal tribes plainly bespoke our anxiety to 
be friendly with the good, 

Aug. 18. - The Phlegethon went on with Mr. A"~. IS, 

Brooke to Brune, and I rcjoined the frigate. 
Aug. H), -Kimanis. I went up to the town early Aut. W. 

in the morning,accompanied by the barge and cut· 
ter, and the purser purchased six bullocks, of large 
size, for two pieces of calico. Several canoes came 
to meet us at the river's mouth, and escorted 
us back, - shouting, singing, and g ivi ng vent to 
their joy, by paddling round and round us, wav· 
ing their flags and fil'ing muskets. 

I had also an opportunity of seeing a variety of 
the fair sex, who, with numbCl'S of children, crowded 
the terraces which overhung the river, drawn 
thither by curiosity, not to see either myself, 
officers, or boats, but to witness the performances 
of my beautiful thoroughbred spaniel, who, sport
ing his glossy black hide in the stream, swam occa
sionally from side to side, hunting such of the 
brakes on either bank as promised an appearance 
of gamc, and giving tongue vociferously as some 
unknown bird or animal was flushed or broke cover 
before him. I may remark casually that the young 
women in general were far )jetter looking than in 
other villages of t.he ~:alay stamp; and it struck 
me as probable that there may have been inter
marriages with the Dusuns or Dyaks of the in. 
tarior. The lower classes of the females amongst 

" 
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the Malays, as amongst the Chinese, nre decidedly 
plain; many, indeed, are frightful, hard-featured , 
and angular ; but the young ladies of whom I now 
speak had considerable attractions, were graceful in 

. their movements, their figures wdlrounded, and of 
true proportion. 

On landing, I was received by the orang-kaya 
and the principal men of the village ; and, after 
taking a scat on the divan, long cigars (being to
bacco rolled up in the leaf of J ndian corn) were 
brought to me by some of the ladir.s of the chiefs, 
and the doors of the women's apartments being 
thrown open, they sat on the threshold, and ap
peared to listen with great interest to our conversa
t ion, and to the description which I gRVC of the 
defeat of Hajj i Saman, nnd the destruction of his 
defences in the river Mnmbakut. I remarked that 
none of the numerous chiefs or people who thronged 
the large platform in front of the hall of audience 
were arllled, and that both women and children 
were moving nbout and playing around itS if quite 
accustomed to our presence ; a circumstallce which, 
though very gratifying to me as proving their 
ent ire confidence in us, yet' seemed unaccount
able when I considered that we were amidst a 
nat ive race professing the l\Iahomedan religion. 

The successful issue of our operations'gave great 
satisfaction to these really good people, though I 
was grieved to lcarn from the orang -kaya that the 
wild Dyaks, whom wc had driven into the intcrior 
with the remnant of Hajji Saman's artillery mell, 
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would prorobly make a descent on the fertile 
region of Kimanis, from which they were only 
dis~ant fi fteen or twenty miles. I quieted the old 
man's fears by promising to revisit his ri ver 
shortly, and by recommending him to act strictly 
on the defensive, as with his numerous swivel guns 
pro[>crly placed round the town, it could not be 
captured if bravely defended. On taking final 
leave, the women and children followed me to the 
boat, entreating me not to forsake them, and to 
come rock quickly. Several canoes accompanied 
me to the mouth of the river, and otllers, laden 
with stock, went off to the shi p to make theil' last 
exc11anges. 

August 25. - Off Labuan. Last eveni ng I 
fell in with the Phlegethon: :Mr. Brooke came on 
board, and pllSsed a couple of hours with me ; and 
from him I learnt that the remaining princes 
belonging to Muda Hassim's family, with their 
wives and children, were on board the steamer, 
they prefering to return to Sariiwak, where they 
would live in safety, to remaining at the capital, 
in constant dread of the accession of the piratical 
party to power, when their lives would be imme
diately sacrificed. Regarding the present state 
of Brune, Mr. Brooke assured me that it would be 
most' necessary to carryon the same decided and 
steady policy as that observed by the commander
in-chief, as the only means of keeping down the 
evil-disposed pangernns, who would again cn
dc-wour to persuade his highness to acts of wick(.>U-
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_'"_"_'_ ness and violence, if they thought it might be done 
with impunity, now that the fleet had been with
drawn from the const. :Mr. Brooke also informed 
me that the sultan had re-ratificd all his former , 

engagements, but that , as his character for trea
chery and weakness was so well known, it could be 
only by~vorking upon his" fear of consequences" 
that he could at present be prevailed to punish 
or deliver up the delinquent pangerans. I now 
explained to Mr. Brooke all that had occurred at 
Kimanis, and the necessity of my returnhlg there 
again shortly to watch the pro~edings of the 
Dyaks, who threatened the town; but I proposed, 
in the first instance, to go up to Brune in force, 
with an the boats and marines, and demand an 
audience of the sultan, at which I would plainly 
tell his highness that, if he broke through his 
re-ratified engagements in the slighest degree, I 
would destroy the city. 

These questions having been duly settled, I took 
leave of my friend the rajah, who returned to the 
P hlegethon, and proceeded on his voyage to Sa.. 
riiwak, where I promised to touch when the want 
of provisions should oblige me to work over to 
Singapore. 

This morning wc communicated with a large 
t rading prahu; and a report reaches me fwm the 
head man that the sultan has again retired from 
the city, fear ing our approach. Let him go. Time 
will probably cure his highness of the folly of Slieh 
a part as he is now ac~ing. I shall" at any rate, 
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proceed to thc city myself to-morrow; and when 
pnngeran Mumin is better acquainted with t he 
results of our late operations, nnd is assured of my 
intention of remaining many weeks longer on the 
coast., he may believe that the English admiral is 
determined to carry into effect the policy sct forth 
in his Inte proclnmation; and that, however nu
merous and violent the piratical party may still 
he at Brune, the growing strength of the mercan
tile and peaceful portion of the community, sup
ported by our squadron, will be an inducement 
to the weak-minded sultan to adhere to his ell gage
ments. 

Aug. 26. - At anchor in the Borneo river. We 
anchored inside Moarra l}oint yesterday, and, by 
signal, the Hazard dropped down from Cllel'imon, 
and joined company. Our passage from Kimanis 
h:ts been slow, the weather squally, and the navi
gation between Pulo Tiga and Labuan being ex
tremely intricate and dangerous, from the numerous 
coral reefs whose positions arc as yet unknown, I 

_ am glad to be again moored in a snug berth. Cap-
tain Egerton reports all having gone on quietly 
since the captu re of the city; and he gave me a 
letter from Mr. Brooke, wbich, not expecting to 

meet the I ris again, he had left for me. As it 
cxp1aill9 in 0. few graphic sentences what had tran
spired between the Christian rajah and the Mo
hameoan sultan, during the visit of the former to 
to the cnpitnl, I will here transcribe it:_ 
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CAl'TAIN }WNDY'S JOUHNAL. 

"My DEAR M UNDY, .. nrun~ Auguat 25, 18~6. 

"We a-rrived here on the 19th, and found the 
Hazard. oft' Chcrimon. After weU weighing aU 
matters, 1 resolved (villain though he be) not to 
reject any advances from the sultan, 'and, as I ex
pected, I received a most humble letter from his 
Majesty; in nnswcr to which I intimated by mes
sage (for I dedined any personal interview), that 
he was permitted to return to the city. He arrived 
accordingly, and with many oaths and protestations 
of sorrow swore that he would do any thing for 
pardon. 

" I informed him that his requ(!St for pardon must 
be made to the English Government" and that he 
was bound to re-ratify his broken cngugements. 

This he did, and also sent a letter to the "qu(Ocn 
to the same effect. I next made him proceed in 
state to tIle graves of his murdel'cd relatives, and 
then demanded justice on the murderers of tIle 
royal family. Having no more t ime I quit the 
city to-day, and leavc his highncss to chcw the cud 
of mortification, 

"You should keep up the funk J have esta
blished, and all will bc right. 

"I have quite a mcnagerie of old women anel 
young ehildt'cn on board the Phlegctholl, with a 
few men, the unhappy survivors and dependants of 
Muda Hassi m's family. 

" Belicve me, 
I< Yours, very sincerely, 

"J A~!J>S DJlOOKE. 
"To Captain Rooney ?>Iundy, R N," 

• 

• 
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I t appears <:ert.nin that, however desirous the 
sultan may have been to secure n. personal in
terview with Mr. Brooke, his highness will not 
admit me to his presence, for the report gains 
ground that he has betaken himself again to the 
jungle. J sball, however, go up with all my force 
to-morrow, and to the best of my power endeavour 
to carry out the views of the rajah. 

, 

• 
• 
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Aug. 27. 

CAPTAlN MUNDY'S JOURNAL. [CRA ... VlJ. 

• 

CHAP. VII • 

• 
ARRIV.l.L AT: BRU Ni:. _ GAY API'EARA.SC& 01' TIlE RIY};Il. ~ 

AU DI ENCE WlTII l''''SGERA. ... lIUlI!.". _ Ull. FROX OOIl."RO 

UiYER. _ "':SCIIO)( 01'1' KIllA."IS. _ TIIUEAT£S'£D ATTACK OJ:> 

I'IRATE!!. _ I 'nel'ARATIOSS FQIt DE I'EXCE. _l'IRATICAL TRlllE 

0"- SARANO. _ CHASE OF PIlAIIUll. _ j'nf:l'ARAT IONS FOrt o\.N 

EXI'EDITION TO DE~TROY SARANO. _ raRYENTED BY A GALY.. 

_ D"I;(lJ.;lIQU8 N A.VIOA'JIOS.- PIlIV.:N IN'CO MA~I.UDU )}AY._ 

fllUTICAL P(/~tTIOY OF TilE 1m!). _REGAIN A) I60S0.- SUCCE SS 

OF TIl E OPERATIONS. _lLLANUNS r W ALLY DIUVE.. ... }'ROJI TUt: 

NOn'l"H Wt:.ST COAST Of OOfl.""EO. 

Aug. 27. _ FINE clear weather and clear sl-y_ At 
day-light the pinnace,. barge, CUtOO1'S, and whale boat 
under the orders of Lieutenant LittLe, with a smal! 
detachment of marines, proceeded up the river, and 
were joined off Cherimon island by the pinnn.ce and 
t wo eutters of t he Hazard. The flotilla then passed 
on to the city. I had given J. ieutcnant Little 
orders to moor the boats in two lines in front of 
pangeran Mumin's house, with sufficient room for 
Commander Egerton and myself to pass between in 
our g igs, and that the marincs SllOUld be drawn up 
at the wharf as a body·guard, it being in the fi rst 
instunee explained to the prince t hat this small 
guard of honour 'vas an European custom, and that 
my visit would be amicable, though I had at the 
same time business of importance to transact. 
Some hours tlftcrwanls I left the Iris in my galley, 

• 
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lleauty, nnu, accompanied .. by CommundOI' Egcrton, 
arrived at pangcrnn iUumin's house at noon. 

lt was really a gay sight. How different from 
my fi rst entry into this singular capital. Then, no 
human being was seen. Now, tIle inhabitants 
looked upon our armed boats and rad-coated 
marines as a spectacle. The face of the river was 
li terally covered with canoes, and the verandahs 
crowded by the fair , indulging their cu riosity, 
whilst the children in hundreds screamed with 
delight. Not so, however, the pangeran W)1O go
verned the city, for the sultan, on hearing of my 
intended approach, had again retired into the in
terior, giving me reason to suppose that he was 
going to play the old game again. As I took 
Mumin's hand, it trembled like an aspen leaf, and 
his fi rs t words were those of excuse (0 1' the want of 
faith on the part of his sovereign, which the mi. 
nister feared might lead tQ a renewn.} of hostilit ies. 
My poli t ical business was short. I merely toIcl 
him tlltl.t in the absence of the Grea.t I,ord who 
ruled the sea, I was acting in his place on the coast 
of Borneo ; tha.t I punished the evil with fire an. ( 
sword, but protected the good, and fos tel'ed trade ; 
that tIle sultAn had nothing to fear from me as 
long as he should abstain from piracy nnd acts of 
violence ;. that I was a milita.ry man, and had 
nothing to do with their mode of government beyond 
seeing that the treaties wcre respected and com. 
merce unmolested. In short., let them do weU and 
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1846. I was their friend; let them do e,·il and I should 
- -- bum and utterly destroy their city. 

• 

The officers presently joined us, and after an 
hour's chat on indifferent subjects we took out' 
leave. I observed that all the chiefs around paid 
great attention to the int.erpreter, and my impres

. sian was that they were satisfied with my state
ment and its justice. Meanwhile the crews of the 
boats got their dinners, and many a duck and fowl 
changed hands for fathoms of English calico ; but 
the natives during this visit were desirous of dollars, 
which they would hardly look at on our first arrival, 
nnd which, I may here mention, arc of no value 
whatever on any other part of the coast. 

Having reached the Hazard, then moored off 
Cherimon, T got under weigh and proceeded to the 
anchorage alongside the Iris, the boats having made 
thirty-fou~ miles during the day. So much for the 
state visit. Mr. Brooke had asked me to keep up 
the funk he had established, and in this I certainly 
succeeded; but I left the city fully persuaded that 
those in authority were still inclined to be hostile to 
every measure we might pursue for the suppression 
of piracy, however oily might be their promises and 
professions. Before my departure, I told Mumin 
plainly how dissatisfied I was at the sultan's retir· 
ing again into the jungle when I had sent an officcl· 
expressly to assure him that there WilS no CilUse for 
apprehension; and, I added, that, in consequence 
of t.he critical position of Kimnnis since thc cle
f<.!at of Hajji Enman nt. ?llambakut, I shoulJ return 

• 
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instantly, to t hat district, and should probably _ ,_._,,_._ 
revisit Brunc in a month's time, when I trusted the 
sultan would grant me an audience and arrange 
terms for pence on a more secure basis. 

Aug. 28. _ Sailed from the Borneo River at 
daylight with the Hazard in company. The weather 
squally, with t hunder, lightning, and heavy rain; 
wind variable, between south and west. Anchored 
at dusk off the island of Labuan. 

Aug. 28 • 
• 

A ug. 29. - Both sllips got under weigh early, Aug. 29. 

and, with fresh breezes from the southward, passed 
t hrough the narrow channel to the eastward of 
Labuall. I n the forenoon the weather became finer, 
and after rounding the small island of IAbedan, I. 
shnped the course for Pulo Tiga, keeping, M nearly 
as I could judge, about the same distance from the 
m3in land as when the squadron passed along the 
coast in ,July. . 

About eleven A. M., being under all sail, with stud
ding sails on both sides, and going between five and 
six knots, with an average depth of fifteen fathoms, 
we suddenly shoaled to eleven, and the next cast 
gave nine. I happened to be walking the deck a.t 
the time, and, after ordering the helm to be put hard 
a-port and hands by the anchor, stepped into the 
gangway just as the leads-man called out by the 
mark five. 'fhe look-aut-mall, at the masthead, at 
this momen~ reported broken water all round the 
ship; but the wind being now a-beam, with the 
sails shaking, we gradually lost our wa.y, and, in 
a couple of minutes, from five shoaled to fonr, and 
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1846. then to three and a half fathoms. At this moment 
dark coral rocks, within three feet of our keel, dis
tinctly showed us their fantastic shapes through the 
clear blue sea, and whilst the sail was ~horrening, 
I momentarily expected to hear the crash of the 
kelson against the latest coral fonnations, and tllat 
we should remain a beacon for the Hazard, at this 
period abouttwo miles astern, to which vessel I 
had immediately made the signal of standing into 
danger. The chances of hauling off into deeper 
water, or of grounding, being about equal, it was 
not advisable to anchor in little more than the 
ship's draught ; so we waited patiently for ten 
minutes, drifting about in a patch of between three 
and four fathoms, and then gradually deepened to 
seven, nine, Ilnd fifteen, and in half-an·hour were 
again on our course to the eastward. 

Aug. 30. 

I t was evident that we had discovered a new 
and very dangerous shoal. Exact bearings were 
therefore taken, and its position ascertained, and 
on examining the ehart afterwards, it appeared 
that the Agincourt must have passed about n 
quarter of a. mile to seaward of it, with all the 
squadron, after leaving Lllbuan. 

At dusk anchored off Kimanis, Hazard in com· 

pany. 
Aug. 30. _ The orang-kaya came on boa~ 

with a large retinue, and rcport<l<l that HaJJI 
Saman had sent him word that, although defeated 
by the nnglish in the river nfllmbaknt, he was 
strong enough to attack Kimanis by lalld from the 
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mountains, and that, having joined his forces to _ '_' _"_._ 
the Dyaks of the interior, he should come down 
and destroy the town. 

To moot this invader the orang-kaya and chiefs 
of Kimanis had not been idle. Thirty guns had 
been mounted either in the houses, or in positions 
commanding the roads, and the jungle had been 
" planted wit·h ranjows," that is, llll'ge bamboo 
spikes had been fixed in every direction in great 
numbers-as many as twenty thousand, they told 
us, were stuck about; in short., a proper spirit 
seemed to ha.ve an imated them for the protection 
of their homes and altars, and I was myself gra-. 
t ified to observe that they had acted up to the 
advice I had given them ten days pl"Cviously, 
and had placed confidence in my promise of oc
casionally visiting and assisting them, if the people 
would only show a detennination to exert them
selves. 

In the course of conversation the orang.kaya., 
who professed to be a rigid Mussulman, as all his 
ancestors had been before him, assured me that, 
though he had considered it his duty to follow my 
recommendation of putting the town in a state of 
defence, and of collecting toget.her aU the able
bodied men of the district, still, at the same time, 
he wished me to understand that he himself put 
little fa ith' in these works of the flesh, as the Dynks 
who threatened ' him were infidels, unholy and 
abominable, and therefore the God of the Prophet 
Mohamed would never suffer them to triumph . , 
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1846. over the' faithful. I thought I observed a half· 
suppressed smile on the countenance of the old 
chief as he propounded this doctrine to the inter
preter, and the latter, a Malay 'of Sin&apore, and 
also a Mohamedan, grinned outright as he put the 
phrase into tolerable English. I received the meso 
sage, however, with due solemnity; reminding him 
simply, that the man who commanded the" infidel 
invaders" was Hajji Saman~not only a Mussul
man, but a holy pilgrim; and therefore it was just 
possible that the Prophet, if not inclined to favour 
the arms of the disciple who had visited Mecca, 
might at any rate remain "neutral; JJ conse
quently, even on religious grounds alone, it was 
necessary to be prepared. I could have added, 
that if the orang-kayu had such perfect confidence 
in the protection of his Prophet, the presence of 
the ships of war was quite unnecessary, and might 
then have expressed my surprise a.t his having 
entreated me to return to his assistance; but as 
my reply seemed to strike the old gcntleman as 
equally absurd as his own remark, I let the subject 
drop, and proceeded again to business. 

A messenger was immediately sent off to the 
Dyak chief Sebundo, who ruled in the river Mam
bakut" and whose tribe had joined Hajji Saman, to 
acquaint him that if they advanced across the 
boundary to attack Kimanis, I would again enter 
the river Mambiikut, and destroy all the fruit and 
cocoa-nut t.rces, and every village on the banks of 
the stream which my boats could reach; and it was 
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for him to decide for peace or war. A second 
messenger was also despatched to Hajji Saman, 
pointing out to him the dest ruction which he would 
bring upon his Dyak friend if he persisted in his 
warlike measures against Kimanis. In conclusion, 
I informed both these chiefs that I was going to 
the north coast to destroy a piratical town, and 
that I should return here in a fortnight, whcn I 
should hope to hear that my advicc had been 
taken. 

I had sent Lieutenant Heath early to the town 
to make further inquiries as to the exact position 
of the pirntical tQ\m of Sarong ; and, on his return, 
he brought me word that it was only a few miles 
distant from the Batomand6 rocks, off which the 
boats of the Royalist had destroyed the lllanun 
prnhus; but that the bar of the fiver was impass
able, except for boats of light draft. 

This town of Sarang is the last remaining nest 
of the Illanuns on the coast. ' Ve must endeavour 
to strike a blow there, and then grub tlleffi up root 
and branch. 

Aug. 31. _A breeze springing up from the land 
at two in the morning, the Iris and Hazard got 
under weigh, and stood along shore to the north
ward. At daylight three prahus were observed 
close in with the surf, one of which, in her fear of 
the approaching ships, was beached and abandoned, 
and the others disappeared behind the Gaya. Islands. 

Our COUl'SC lay within a few miles of the coast, 
the soundings averagmg twenty fathoms. Th.e . , 
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1846. wind, during the afternoon, gradually increased 
from the westward, bringing with it a considerable 
swell. We again passed Ambong and Tampassuk, 
and at sunset anchored off the Pandassan river, 
in seventeen fathoms, having previously made the 
signal to prepare bOll.ts for service. The weather 
now cleared up again, and the boat.s were hoisted 
out, and the parties told off for duty. By calcula
t ion the Iris was anchored about fifteen miles from 
the river on which stood the town of Sarang, and 
my intention was to send away the boats of the 
two ships, in the middle watch, so that, with the 
aid of the fair monsoon, they might arrive before 
daylight at the pirates' village, and thus take them 
by surprise. The force to be embarked in the boats 
was ninety seamen and twenty-two marines ; the 
whole to be placed under the command of Lieute
nant Little. It was, however, destined that the 
expedition should not be carried out. About nine, 
P.M., the wind and sea had increased so much, that 
I did not think it advisable to send the boats away, 
and they were consequently moored astern for the 
night; but understauding that, at this season of 
the year, there was no probability of a continuance 
of bad weather, I hoped that the morning would 
bring a favourable change. 

Sept. l. . S ept. 1. - Heavy squalls from the · south-west., 
with vivid lightni ng, continued during the night, 
but early in the morni ng the wind moderated, and 
the boats were again in readiness to push off, when 
fresh gusts and squalls of rain caused me again to 

• 
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pause, ilnd it was well I did SO, fot' the hl'CCze, now 
gradually ilnd steadily freshening, brought in a 
heavyane! breaking sea from the westward, and it 
bCCfime necessary to get the ship under weigh and 
hoist the boats in with aU despatch. 

By the time this service was accomplished it 
blew (l. fresh gale directly on the shore, from which 
we were only distant two or three miles, and heavy 
rain and t.hick weather setting in, I mru:1e the signal 
torendezvous in MaUudu Bay, and bore up under 

'treble-reefed top-sails to round the dangerous rocks 
of SimPllng Mangiow, whieh stand out from the 
extreme nor th point of Borneo. 

The meaning of the words Simpang Mangiow is, 
I believe, t he" pirates' haunt, or place of meeting;" 
and certainly a better locale for the rendezvous of a 
fleet of prahus could not be imagined on an open 
coast, as with aU winds smooth water may be found 
to leeward of some part of this extensive reef. 
About noon we sighted the outer rock through 
the haze, running at the t ime eleven knots, the 
corvette in company. By two p. ~f . we were 
anchored at the edge of a shoal Oll t he western 
shore of Malludu Bay, hut owing to the heavy 
rollers setting in, both vessels rode uneasily, alld 
though I had veered to seventy fathoms, the hold
ing ground was so bad that the I ril!! drove more 
than once·into deep water. 
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Sept. 9. - At anchor in Ambong bay. I do not Sept. 9. 

know that it has been my lot to have passed a more 
anxious time at sea than that of the last nine days . .. 
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l846. Fully impressed with the belief that the gales from 
the south-west quarter could not last with any vio
lence, I three times started froJTL :Malludu bay, for 
the purpose of carrying into effect th~ operations 
against Sarang, and as often was I obliged, after a 
day's struggle aI)d attempt to get to the south
ward, to bear up again to place the frigate in 
safety. I had always been given to understand 
that by anchoring at night, on any part of the 
coast where proper soundings could be: obtained, 
no danger need be apprehended; yet in endea
vouring, on several occasions, to do this, I found 
so heavy and cross a sea running as to render such 
a step eminently hazardous, and consequently when 
thick weather suddenly came on, it was entirely 
by trusting to the lead, and to the occasional sight 
of the high lan d, which, at this part of the coast, 
rises abruptly from the sea, that the ships could 
be kept in that part of the track, which, from the 
squadron having passed up abreast, we had reason' 
to hope was free from hidden dangers. 

The night of the 7th I may here specially allude 
to, as it was one of those trials for the nerve which 
is particularly unpleasant. Having stood over to 
the western shoals as far as possible, I got a slant 
of wind, whieh I hoped would have carried me into 
this bay by sunset ; but on the contrary, as I got 
in shore, the wind gradually headed, and left me at 
dark within a few cables' length of the Pandassan 
rocks, the spot precisely the most dangerous of the 
whole coast; and with a heavy sea running, and a lee 
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shore, I could only have anchored as a last resource. 
The space to mana'lUvre the ship in , which we be
lieved to be clear of dangers, may ha.ve been a. f~w 
miles wide, and in moderate weather , I should not 
have thought of keeping under weigh, as we were 
quite in ignorance both of the tides and of the cxact 
positions of the coral reefs. With the heavy sea now 
running, I could not do otherwise; so, close r eefing 
the sails, I stood off and on, judging my distance 
fl·om the land by its appearance, as occasionally seen 
through the incessant and brilliant flashes of light
ning. The rain continued in torrents during the 
nig ht, and t he gale blew with unabated fury till 
daylight-the watch constantly on deck, and hands 
by the anchor. Blue lights were burnt hOUrly for 
the Hazard, about which vessel I felt great anxiety, 
as she had not been able t o make anything to wind
ward, and was hull down when last seen from the 
masthe'ad. 

I n the morning she was nowhere visible, and I 
feared she had again been driven into Malludu bay, 
for I knew the gallant commander would not think 
of bear ing up unless fairly obliged to do so. During 
this cruize we had several times stood in shore 
towards" Sarong," so that the pirntcs must have 
plainly observed our manceuvres, and must have 
been astonished to sec the ships cruizing in the 
offing in · such weather. It was, however, very 
evident that this remnant of the lllanuns were 
quite secUl"C from any attack from us till there 
should be a complete change in the weather, and 
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1846. that aU I could hope was that the constant presence 
of the squadron would show them that their de
struction would surely come to pass in due season, 
and doubtless by this time they' were ,yell aware of 
our success at the other piratical districts to the 
southward, and could, therefore, pretty well com
prehend the meaning of our movements in their 
vicinity, and either prepare extra defences or re
move their families and property beyond the reach 
of our arms. 

We anchored in this bay last night., and, having 
made all secure, the people had a regular good 
night in; which they much required, and which I 
was glad to give them. Thc Iris has decidedly a 
nne ship's company. The commander-in-chief, on 
inspecting her, told me that there was only one 
other ship under his command with such a crew; 
and -this vessel, I believe, was the Wolf. But my 
fellows had been somewhat broken by the last few 
months' hard work on the coast , and by the inland 
campaigns; and, as our provisions are now running 
short, I shall not be sorry to revisit Singapore, and 
allow them a three days' run on shore, an amount 
of leave which I invat'iably give when the service 
admits of it; as, out of one watch, the greatcr part 
will usually return on board within that period, 
whereas, with less leave, most of the m'en are sure 
to break it, and be punished for the same. When 
I speak of granting three days' leave at once, I of 
course only allude to those foreign stations whcrc 
the opportunity of allowing the seamen liberty docs 
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not often occur; probably it may, at most, be t wice ,,.;. 

or throe times in the year; and long leave under --
t hese circumstances will always be found to afford 
more satisfaction, and to work better for the disci. 
pline of the ship, than screwing the fellows up to a 
short period, and having the marines or the police 
ro be dodging them on shore, eventually bringing 
them off under the character of prisoners. 

Sept. 10. _ At daylight this morning I had the 
satisfaction of seeing the Hazard in the offing; and 
shortly before noon she anchored alongside of us. 
Captain EgertoLl came on board, and reported that 
he hnd found it impossible to make any headway 
for several days, and that the gale hnd at one time 
driven him completely over to the I sland of Balan-
bangan, but that a favourable slant last night had 
brought him along. The Hazard having only three 
or four days' water left, I supplied her with five 
tons, and in the afternoon went on shore to visit 
the chiefs, and see our old fricnds, and obtain a 
further supply of bullocks. The intelligence which 
I received from the orang_kaya was highly satisfac-
tory. Lieutenant Heath, my man-of-aH-work and 
interpreter , had ascertained that t he inhabitants of 
Sarang, justly feeling the impossibility of offering 
a successful resistance to our force, had decided on 
evacuating the place ; and, having been joined by 

-t he fugitives from Pandassan and Tampnssuk, they 
had removed their families and goods, antI gone 
across the country to the district of Tunko., on t he 
eastern shores of Borneo. 

Sept. 10. 
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\846 . Thus had our operations on the north-west coast 
been quite successful, and that pa.ragraph of the 
instructions of the commander-in·chief which re
lated to the IlIanuns being entirely driven away. 
from these parts been fully accomplished. Of the 
t ruth of the statement we could not reasonably 
doubt, as the inhabitants of Ambong, having so 
long suffered from the ravages of these pirates, 
were more likely to express a fear of their return, 
and to beg me to re~ain with the ships for theiL' 
protection, than to declare that they had no longer 
any apprehensions from that quarter. The fact of 
such inveterate enemies, who for the space of forty 
years had been fixed on the boundary of the dis
trict of Ambong, being utterly expelled, was a 
subject of general rejoicing; and well might these 
simple-minded and quiet people be thankful to the 
white man for the aid afforded to them in their 
utmost need, and for th(l opening of a trade which 
promised to be so beneficial to every class of the 
aboriginal inhabitants. 

As usual, I took on board as many bullocks as 
we could carry, and, in addition to the vegetables . 
brought to the beach on former occasions, we had 
sweet potatoes, onious, and limes. I recommended 
the ehief to encourage the "pumpkin," which is 
always valuable to seamen, and which he promises 
to grow in large quantities. 

After a kind farewell I returned on board, and 
at cleven P.M. made the night signal for the Hazard 
to weigh, and both ships stood out of thc bay with 

• 
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a light breeze from the land, and we again steered _"_"_ 
a eourse for Kimanis, whieh pIa.ce, it will be re
membered, I left a fortnight ago, menaced with a 
~iege by the redoubtable Hajji Sarnan, aided by the 
Dyaks of MambakUt. 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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CHAP.' VIII. 

NEWS ~'ROlII DRUSE. - VIOLENT W'EATIIER. - SUCCESS OF TIlE 

TlmEA1:S AGAINST llAJJI SAlliIN._ VISITS FROll TilE ORANO

KAYA OF KIUANlS. _ DEPUTATIONS FROl! BENONI AND PAPPAll. 

-FRIENDL"!:" OV>:RTum:s._ARRIVE AT TITE mw"j:; RIVER.

OIlARTS OF TUE EASTERN SEAS. _DEA'l'll AND UURlAL O~· '.I'll!.: 

COXSWAIN. _ "LEEr 01' TRADING PRAUUS. _ INTELL1G+;NCE 

FROlf TliE CAPITA:J •• _DEPUTAnO;S }"ROM TilE SULTAN._RF," 

FUSAL OF HIS PRESE..'1TS._AUDIENCE WITH illS I1!(H(.'H:SS.

SUl'EIlSTITIOUS CEREMONY. _ CONVERSATIONS. - SINOULAllITY 

OF AIR. RROOKI<'S POSITION. _TllE SULr,u;'S PEDIGREE. 

September 12, - WORKL.'i'G to the southward, Ha
zard in company. In the afternoon observed a 
large prahu running for the land; gave chase, and 
boarded her. She proved to be a Brune trading 
vessel, and gave me the information of the sultan's 
return to the capital, with his wives and family, 
and of his having taken up his quarters in the new 
palace. I therefore trust that his highness has 
decidedly made up his mind to adhere to his late 
engagements, and that the energetic policy of Sir 
Thomas Cochrane may have had the desired effect. 
Towards the evening we sighted the high land in 
the neighbourhood of Kimanis; the \veather had 
now become again unsettled, but, aided by the 
bright flashes of the lightniug, we continued our 
course along the laud, and, having run the dis· 
tance, anchored at midnight in thirteen fathoms. 

• 
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1846. &pt. 13. _ Heavy rain, with incessant thunder 
and lightn ing, and when daylight broke, wc found -... - ,- ,-,-. 
ourselves three miles from the river's mouth. We 
weighed at this time, and shifted our berth close 
in, o.nJ sent the boats away immediately for water. 
Lieut. Heath was also despatched to the town for 
news of the war, and returned ve1'Y shortly with 
the gratifying intelligence of the complete success 
of my joint messages to the Borneo a·nd Dyak 
chiefs, Hajji Saman and Scbundo. The threat of 
dest.roying the fruit trees and the remaining vil-
lages at Mambakflt had detached the Dyak warriors 
from the cause of Hajji Saman, and Sebundo had 
immediately withdrawn his tribes from the vicinity 
of liimanis, o.nd declared his intention of no longer 
giving any assistance to his Borneo friend. 

In the afternoon the orang-kayo. came on board 
the Iris to pay me a visit, and was in the highest 
spirits at the satisfactory result of the negotiations, 
and at my appearing again so true to t he appointed 
time. He assured me, that henceforth there would 
be nothing for the people of l{imanis to fear, that 
Hajj i Saman had retired agai n into thc interior, 
quite subdued, alld that he w~uld soon be reduced 
to submit to any terms we might offer, and that 
all the rivers on this part were favourably dis
posed to us. The inhabitants of Benoni and of 
Qunlla.lama, hitherto inimical to JGmanis, had made 
overtures of peace since they had. observed the 
ships so constantly on the coast ; and he could not 
express how grateful he was to me for the protec-
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1846. tion and assistance I had given to himself and his 
people. We had, as usual, a large concourse of 
natives on board with the chief, but they all con
ducted themselves well; and though it is very 
trying to the patience to enter tain for so many 
hours a. set of mcn whose language is not under
stood, and whose every word must be regiven by 
the interpreter, yet it is a pleasurable feeling to 
observe how much the natives appreciate a kind 
and gentle reception, and how grateful tlleY are for 
any attention. Just after I had dismissed my 
guests thc weather set in bad, with a heavy swell, 
and as we were at anchor within half a mile of the 
bar, preparations were made for slipping, topsails 
WCl'C close I"C()fed, courses reefed, and boats hoisted 
in; however, it moderated again in the evening, 
and we held on in our berth. 

Scp~. 14. Sept. 14. _ This forenoon I received another 
visit from the ornng-kaya, and my cabins were 
again invaded by new t ribes. The chiefs of Be
noni and of Pnppar, two rivers to the northward, 
adjoining the tcrrit.ory of Kimanis, and who had 
long been on what is called" not speaking terms," 
i. e., ready and active in doing each other eye,'Y 
possiblc injury when the opportunity offered, sent 
a deputat ion to say that they were desi rous, under 
the shelter of my friendship and protection, to join 
the confederation in favour of European trade, and 
to act up to the proposals and wishes of their 
esteemed lord the" Tuan Besar," Rajah Brooke. 

In consequence of these fri endly overtures, I 

• 
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ordered Captain Egerton to take on board il. party 
of the llat ives, and proceed to t he nnchorage 011' 
Pappar; t here to communicate with t he author
ities, and .bring about the desired accommodation, 
and specially to point out my desire that they 
SllOlIld be unitcu with Kimanis, make common cause 
against the pirates, and treat hospitably the erews 
of all vessels which might be wrecked on the coast. 

I n the evening, both ships llflving completed 
water, and received bullocks, got under weigh, th~ 
Iris bound once more to t he river Brunc, and the 
corvette on the mission above stated . . 

Sept. I S. _ River Brune. On the night of the 
16th we anchored in Ollr old berth, having passed 
round to the westward of Labuan with soundings 
so irregular that I am sure it will be necessary, for 
the safety of the vessels, to have these wflters well 
surveyed befol"c an active communication is under
taken, or we must expect ere long some great 
disaster. The Iris has alrca.dy had a great many 
narrow escapes. ) t would be very desirable to 
ascertain how far vessels may stand off the land 
to the northwflrd and westward of Labuan, and 
whether the numerous shoals and reefs dotted all 
over the old charts have any existence. To run 
down this eoast with 11 favourable monsoon and in 
fine wenther, when anchorage could be had every 
night, was found no easy matter hy the squadron in 
July lnst, and several of the ships struck the ground 
more tllan onoo; it will then easily 00 imagined 
that to work up in thick and squally weathel' must 
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1 8~6. be hazardous until some chart giving the channels 
is completed. However, as Sir Thomas Cochrane 
knows from experience what the const is, he will 
doubtless make arrangements ' for the necessary 
survey. for I conclude t.hat the orders of Sir 
Edward Belcher were confined to the rectification 
of the coast line and to those higher branches 
of t-he surveyor's department, which, though doubt· 
less of great importance to the scientific world in 
general, in no way benefit the practical navigator, 
who is far more desirous of knowing tIle average 
depth of the water below him than the exact height 
of the mountains above him, and who would 
greatly prefer inst l"Uction as to the soundings 
round any given point of land, beneath the lee 
of which he might seck for shelter, than be made 
thoroughly acquainted with its altitude and geo
logical conformation. 

I ha.ve always thought tha.t the duties of the 
surveying officer on a new coast should, in t he 
fI,T81 place, be confined to ascertaining the general 
soundings, so that the navigator may at once have 
some acquaintance with the nature of the road over 
which he is to travel; and that., in conjunction with 
these general soundings, the best places to run for 
in case of bad weather should also be carefully 
noted; the more scientific branches ma.y be after
wards carried forward. 

Whilst upon this subject my thougllts naturally 
revert to the admirable charts of Captain Col
linson, of the eastern const of China, rough drafts 



C'UP. " TIf.] n UIUAL Oli" THE COXSWAIN. 259 

of wllieh were given by that talented and amiable _ '_'_"_._ 
officcl' to Sir T homas Cochrane, long before their 
completion, and from which I myself received the 
greatest benefit, having, by their assista.nce, fre· 
quently succeeded in making quick passages against 
t he violence of t he north-east monsoon, and with· 
out which, OIL one occasion, I certainly should not 
have mllllnged to beat the frigate through the 
}~ormosa Channel. 

Yesterday morning, at daylight, I buried my 
coxswain, David Waterman. I went away in the 
gig, accompanied by all t he boats, and his body 
was committed to the deep in the centre of t he 
stream. This measure alone proved the miserable 
state of the land, for, uncertai.n as to the feelillgs 
of many of the natives on the sea board, and know· 
ing that the pirate fleets annually visit the coast, I 
hardly thought it safe to dig a grave on shore . 

.My coxswain had never recovered from the 
effects of fever caught during the expedition into 
t Ile inter ior_ poor fellow, he was a good seaman, 
and had been always most useful to me, and his 
loss I shall not easily replace. After the funeral I 
despatched Lieutenant Heath to the capital with 
instructions to visit the prime minisl;(l r, to announce 
my arrival in the river, nnd to desire him to ac. 
quaint the sultnn that I proposed to myself t he 
honour of· paying his highness a. visit on the day 
after to-morrow. I may here mention, that as we 
came along the coast from Kimanis we fell jn with 

" 
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1846. a l:lrge number of prahus, which, now fully aware 
of OUI' character, stood directly towards the ship, 
hoisting each a white flag, and appearing proud to 
show us that t.hey were trading-vessels. 1 boarded 

. several of them, and found they wete bound to 
PappaI' and Rimanis, and after the usual trifling 
presents of a few yards of cloth and some biscuit, 
they proceeded rejoicingly on their voyage. At 
night Lieutenant Heath returned from the city, 
bringing the intelligence that all was going on 
satisfactorily; he had been well received in all 
quarters, and confidence was completely restored. 
His highness also sent me a message that he 
should be prepared to receive me at the hour and 
on the day which J had proposed, but that he 
should previously send a deputation to welcome 
my return to the river. 

Accordingly this forenoon seyeral pangerans, and 
other men of rank, presented themselves on board 
the Iris, bringing a letter for me from the sultan, 
containing an infinity of complimentary sentences 
in the oriental style, and begging me to accept a 
hoat laden with bullocks, poultry, and vegetables, 
assuring me that" I was held in the highest esteem 
by his highness, that my countenance was beautiful, 
and that I was number on.eof the officer.s appointed 
by the Queen Royal of Europe, and was all power
ful in goodness; that thc presents wcre offered by 
a hcart of brilliant purity; by a. white heart, namely, 
by the heart of Sultan Omar Ali, the son of the 
deceased ·Saint the Royal Sultan Mohamed, who 
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was the elegance of the world, and the servant of 
the LOIiI of AJI t he Hosts." I do not know whether 
the sovereigns of Borneo belong to the orthodox 
body of ·Mussulmans, or to the sect now paramount 
in Persia i but after t he bloody deeds enacted by
thc present sultan , I should imagine that the 
opinions nbove expressed of his own virtuc~ were 
rather overrated, and that neither party would be 
desirous of claiming him as a follower, 

I had determined not to receive any presents 
until the audience had been accomplished, and 
until I could j udge, from a personal intel'view with 
the sovereign, of the real position of our alTuirs 'at 
the capital. I, t herefore, civilly refused to accept 
tlw proffered gifts, but expn:sst.>d myself highly 
gratified by the sultan's kind letter, and dismissed 
the princes with many ass\lrances of my belief that 
the troubles of Borneo were at an cnu, and that 
to-morrow would be a day ever to be remembered 
in the annals of their beautiful eoulllry, as the Olle 
in which a lasting peace would be concluded be
tween thc Queen of Europe and the sultan ; all of 
which complimentary language, in their own style, 
they npr.enl'ed to be highly pleased with. At any 
rate, they passed over the ship's side in high spirit s, 
and probably, ns they plainly see ~hat tlley can no 
longer pIny the bully, with any hope of success, 
they ma.y 'have d9termined to make the best of the 
lesson ndministered by the fleet.) and may, hence-. 
for th, take really to heart the advice of their moral 
conqueror the English raj ah. Meantime, I must . , 

2G l 
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1848. make prepnrntions for my state visit to-morrow, 
- - - when I must do the best I can. 

Sept. 19. Sept. 19.-At daylight the pinnace, barge,cutters, 
and ,...;'" under the orders of- Lieutenant Heath, 

0·0' 

left the ship for t he city, Lieutenant Aluxander, with 
fI. body of marines, embarking in the boats. I de
sired Lieutenant Heath to anchor in line opposite 
the sultan's house, und to draw the marines up on 
shore on the terrace leading to the uudience-hall. 
At half-past seven I left the ship in the galley, with 
my aide-dc-camp Mr. Forde, overtook the boats at 
Cherimon, and reached the capital at half-past 
cleven, rowing the seventeen miles in three hours 
Dnd a half, against wind, but with It slight flood
t ide. The sultan r<'Ccivcd me at the entrnnce of 
the audience-hall, and the mari nes, who were drawn 
up in a position directly enfilading the divan, pre
sented anns DS I stepped over the threshold, and 
made their pieces tell well together. I observed 
the old monarch tremble in his slippers, and look 
round with amazement; for the landing of the body 
was very much against his will, and he evidently 
entertained II- slight suspicion that, as he well 
merited punishment, 1 would act as his highness 
undoubtedly would have done in my place, namely, 
kidnap him by trenchery. He appeared about sixty 
years of age, his countenance evidencing imbecility 
and hypocrisy. He has two t humbs on his right 
hand; is five feet five inches in height; thin and 
meagre of limb. He was well dressed, his manner 
and deportment thorough bred, and he was treated 

• 
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with marked respect by the numerous princes and 18~6. 

magnates who thronged the hall. He OffCl~d Ilis 
hand to me, and led me to a seat, and his cnrl'iage 
was gentleman-like, though he continued to look 
distrustfully at the marines, whose propinquit.y ap
peared to the last very distasteful to him. How-
ever, I had previously assured him that the guard 
was for my own l))'otect.ion, and that recent occur-
TCnccs prevented my appearing in the city c. ... cept 
in force. The hall had been entirely built during 
the last three wC<!ks. 

After prcsenting all my offieers, I informed his 
highncss that I had words for his private .eal', and 
wished to know if there was an apartment at 
hand where I could speak with him alone. He rose 
immediately and led me through a long corridor to 
an open chamber, which commanded a view of the 
river. He then ordered a large wax taper to be 
lit and placed before us, and explained that this 
was witness of the pureness of his heart, and of the 
oath which he lvas ready to make of his goodwill 
to his sister, the" Queen of Europe," for so the 
Borneans style our gracious sovereign. I then gave 
ilim the following information, viz.: that I should 
not interfere in any way in his government, but 
that England would expect the ministers he ap
pointed should be good men, favourable to Eu
ropeans and to lawful commerce, exact in t.he ob
servance of treaties, and active in discountenancing 
piracy in his dominions; t hat a grave outrage ha.d 
been committed by firing upon the English flag, .. 
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1840. and that I was unable to say what redress would 
be considered sufficient; t.hat I knew there were 
several had men in the city, formerly in his councils, 
but as his highness was aware of t.he opinion of her 
:Majesty's political ngent on that subject, I should 
give myself no trouble about it ; that those evil 
counsellors, however, ought to be punished. The 
sultan assured me, in reply, that he was ready to 
submit to any terms that the British admiral or 
Mr. Brooke should dictate; that he would deliver 
up for punishment the four persons who had been 
most active in hostilities against us, but that he 
prayed forgiveness for the princes Hassim, 'l'uz
zudeen, Tamet.) and Illudcell, who were not the bud 
men they were represented to be, and would hence
forth be the best friends of England; that for the 
future he would fulfil all tlle tel'ms required, and 
that his government should be strictly just. 

I really pitied the pOOl' sovereign, alarmed, humi
liated, and crest fallen; he clung to the hope that 
I would assure him of the pardon of Groat Britain. 
I could sec the dread he entertained of the next 
visit of the ships in force, believing that the Queen 
of England would depose him, and , put another 
prince on the throne. I replied, that as I knew 
nothing of the histories of the cirrht princes he had o . 

named, I could do no more than mention to Mr. 
Brooke tho obllorvat.ion of his highness, but tlwt 
justice he would cel'tailJly receive at the hands of 
our government, and that all depended on his own 
conduct; tJwt 1 was going immediatclyto SarJ:wak, 
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and \;ould convey a llY letters he might wish to 
write to MI'. Brooke. Finally, I told him, that I 
llad remarked that he had built an entirely lIew 
palace s.i nce Our dest ruction of the old one, and that 
many other new houses were in course of erection , 
and I further observed, that it would be much 
more agreeable to me to protect his capital than to 
burn it to the ground, which would assuredly be 
its fate, if wicked men ngain prevailed in his coun
cils, and I took occasion to remilid him of tIle 
chastisement we had inflicted upon 'l'nmpassuk, 
Pandassan, and Mambakut. The sultan aga in swore 
by the l)ropIlet, in llOnour of whom he had j ust 
fasted thirty days, that his heart was in the right 
place, that he had never forgot the kindness of the 
admiral to him last year, that hc had given positive 
orders to Hnjji Saman, who commanded the forts , 
not to fire on us, but that that chieftain would not 
obey him; that he was now a fugitive in the moun
tains, and would soon be arrested and executed. 
After a few more words I took my lca.ve, and re
cmbarked under another salute at one 1'. ~" and 
got on board at five. 

The capital, during my visit, was crowded with 
every description of prahu and canoe, and, as on 
a former occasion, it was quite a gala day for the 
inhabitants ; and cel'ulinly evel'y thing was done to 
give me ' a propel' l'eception . Mumin, too, was 
quite a different man, and appeared to belieye in 
the advent of better days. Of the sincerity of the 
sultan I can only judge by appearances; building 
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1846. a new palace, and repairing the damages of the 
captured city would be folly, if submission to our 
terms werc not intended. Time only, however, cun 
demonstrate this, but my opinion is, that if our 
government should order another assembly of ships 
off the capital, the inhabitants would not again flee 
into the jungle, and that the Bornoan government 
would be quite submissive to the will of rajah 
Brooke, who, in plain words, is, at this moment, 
de facto sovereign of the whole coast of Borneo 
Proper, from point Api to Malludu, 700 miles in 
extent! 

What an extraordinary position for an En
glish gentleman to be placed in, and how has he 
managed to receive the homage of so vast a popu 
lation? By unremitting kindness and attention to 
the natives of every description, during a sevcn 
years' residcnce in the heart of their country. 
What could be more remarkable, than the voluntary 
gathering of the rajahs oft' Kimanis, last month, 
just before our att-fLck on :Mambakut. People WllO 

had never seen him, and only heard from ot.her 
t ribes of his benevolence and good government at 
Sarawak, flocked to his standard, ready to give 
their lives in his cause. Then, how romantic his 
march into tIle interior, in pursuit of his grcat 
enemy, the treacherous sultan; a decisive measure, 
undertaken by orders of the admiral, which termi· 
nated in the total submission of the most Ullcient 
Mohamedan sovereign of the east , alld finally 
placed him at the mercy of the English rajah. 
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I may here remark, that the sultan informed me, 1846. 

that his family had supplied the last twenty-five --
reigning princes, a circumstance of which his high· 
ness seemed exceedingly proud, and which he 
hoped might be considered by our government as 
a reason for supporting him on the throne of his 
ancestors. Whether this statement of his pedigree 
be correct or not I cannot pretend to say, but 
having a great respect for old families alld the aris-
tocracy, generally, I was glad to hear this senti-
ment, even though it were spoken by a degenerate 
lIfussulman, and I sincerely hope, that it may not 
be too late to revive the ancient prosperity of the 
kingdom of Romeo, and that further at rocious 
conduct 011 the part of the royal family may not 
compel the British government to interfere in tile 

• succession . 

• 
• 
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CHAP. IX. 

SUCCESS OF Till': MISSION TO rAppAIl A.."D BENONI. - COllI'LI 

lIIENTAIlY LETTEI( .A.,,\,D l'UESENT I'ROM TilE SULTAN. _ DAN 

O~:ROUS NAVIGATION. _TIIB "1')(ETT-': rm;;." - -'IIIIWAL-'T 

SAlL\WAK.-MH. BROOK)': AX!'> TIH: NATIVE CIIIU·S. _ NEWS 

01' A CIIANGE 01' ~lINISTIIY. - DEATH 01' CAlYfft.!X )IA ITI.AXD. 

_ THE SULTAN'S LETTEl( TO ~lH. UTlOOIU:. - VISIT TO TilE 

DATU BA.,,\,DAll. - pl(OGRE8S OJ.' IN)lUSTTlY. - 1'/IF. HmT._ 

MR. IlliOOKE'S )tlUTM,Y rOHC~;s. - E{it\OI'E-U; RESIDENTS IX 

SAU:i.WAK . _TAKE I.EAVE OF lIR. IlnOOKE. _ PHOSPECTS Ot· 

Ins GOVEI(NlIEXT. - DEATll OF LIEUTENANT MATHI;WS. _ 

Till; FUNEHAL. - ARUIVAL O,'F SIXGAI'OHE. _ NEWS OF UE

IXFOl(CElIENT. _ PROBABLE OCCUPATIOX or r.ft.!<\;.u'. _ A1\I\!

VAl. 01' TilE WOLf . - OItDEIU> TO TAKE p05SES810X OF 

LAll UA.". _ EXTRACT FItOl! SIR T. COCUHANE'S VESI'ATCU. 

Sept. 20. - THE Hazard rejoined this morning, 
and Captain Egerton reports that his mission to 
l)appar and Benoni had been successful, Ulld that 
both districts had joined the "pacific alliance." 
Heavy rain continued during the day, but t.his did 
not prcvent scveral native boats from bringillg 
provisions to the ships seventeen . miles; and 
having completed our stock of bullocks, wc hoistcd 
in the boats, and prepared for sea. 

Sept. 21. - Wcighed at daylight, and stood over 
to Labuan. At tcn a large prahu came alongside, 
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and sc\'crul of thc pangcrnns from Brunc presented 
themselves in my cabi n, bringing dispAtches from 
the sulum for Sir Thomas Cochrane and :Mr. 
BI'OOke. His highness also did me the honour to 
address Il complimentary epistle to me, expressive 
of llis sense of my polite demeanour, and begging 
me to accept a gold·llandled his, which he hoped 
I would keep in remembrance of my visit. 

This was rathel' a puzzler. I wn.s llOt desirous 
of accept ing the gift, yet I did not wish to refuse 
a civil offer, made j ust after the audience whieh 
had passed off so satisf.'letorily. I therefore rc· 
quested the bearer to accompany me into the side 
cabin, and then depositing the wenpon in one of 
my boxes, explained that I shonld keep it in that 
place till I returned to Brunc from Singapore, 
wllithel' I was bound to replenish provisions ; and 
that if I found, on my ll(lxt visit, that the sultan 
was really sinccre, and that good men were around 
him ns ministers, I would ret.ain it ns a present 
which I should prim most highly; but if other. 
wise, thnt I should be obliged to send it to him 
again, and should consider that I hud been inten
t ionally trented with disrespect. Pangeran lUu
deen, who was the individual thus addressed, 
declared himself satisfied with my proposition, a.nd 
shor tly afterwards the deputation left the frigate, 
when both vessels ha.uled to the wind, and worked 
t.o the southward. I found that, in turning to 
windward along this coast, it was seldom necessary 
to caution the leadsmen to pay attention to tlleir 

2G9 

184/j. 
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1$46. duty, as every man on board knew t·he irregularity 

N of the soundings, and seemed conscious of the nc-
OV. ~. 

cessity of fI. sharp look-Qut. This afternoon our 
average depth was thirteen fathoms, ' but at ODe 

cast we got five a few miles to the south-west of 
Roosookan, but putting immediately on the other 
tack, we deepened again to the old depth. At 
dusk it fell calm, heavy rain came down, and 
thunder and lightning continued during the night. 
Anchored, at ten r. M.) in twelve fathoms. 

Sept. 22. Sept. 22. - We weighed at daylight, and with a 
light favourable breeze, at the distance of ten miles 
from the land, shaped a course for Tanjong Bar
ram. Our soundings were thirteen fathoms, but 
again we found our way upon an extensive shoal, 
on which we discovered four and a half and five 
fathoms; and the water being smooth and clear, 
we could plainly trace the coral formations in thc 
oeean's bed. The boats were quickly lowered, to 
assist in towing the ship into deep water, which we 
accomplished after undergoing the usual quantum 
of anxiety; and I began to imagine myself espe
cially fortunate, in these my unintentional surveys 
of the coast, at not· having yet discovered a spot 
over which the frigate could not float, though on 
onc occasion the leadsman gave" a quartcr three ; " 
just eighteen inches above the draught of water of 
the I ris, when well by the stern. 

Frequently have the boats been down, pulling 
round the ship, with ordcrs to toss up their oars 
whenever a cast of three fathoms should be got., 
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. I P 184G. this manreuVl"c being thc preparatory signa lor __ _ 
dropping the anchor immediately, whilst at thc 
same time the men in the chai ns werc exercising 
their musical voices to the extremely disagreeable 
stanza of I, anu II. half three, and a half three," some-
times renuel'eu more palatable by the var iation of 
" quarter less foul';" nautical sounds which were 
listened to with impressive silence by the offi cers 
and ship's company, who, conjointly with the cup-
tain eRch moment expected that the fa lse keel 
would be damoged, or por tions of the copper dis-
placed by coming in contoct with the latest sub-
marine fOlmat ions ; and who looked with horror at 
t he possibility of any such accident as would di-
minish the sailing qunlities of the " P ret ty I ris." 
The " Pretty I ris !" this may appeal' a fanciful ox
pression, thorofore in order to avoid the imputation 
of n. misplaced vanity, I may hero remark, that I 
make usc of it advisedly, as on a memorable occa-
sion, whon sailing in company with t ho Flag Ship, 
and when tho weatherly qualities of the Agincourt 
were specially apparent, t he admiral by a remarkable 
signal made J...-nown to the ships in company his 
opinion of the beauty of t he frigate ; and though I 
may readily admit that the mcssagc, under existing 
circumstanccs, may have been a simplo compliment 
conveyed through a telegraphic mcclium, still it 
may bc sUpposc(l that after so public an advert.ise_ 
ment of ono of the distinguishing features of the 
I ris, she maintains to the present day the appel-
lation to which I have allude<1. 
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1646. In the afternoon I gave Cnptnin Egerton orders 
to proceOO. with all despatch to Singapore, there to 
refit and replenish provisions, whilst we shaped a 
course along the coast for Snriiwtik, the wind gra
dually freshening up with ~in, thunder and light
ening. Soundings during the night between ren and 
nineteen fathoms, frequently the squalls were heavy, 
and the ship was reduced to topsnils on the cap. 

r was sorry to receive this evening an unfavour
able report of the health of Lieutenant Mathews, 
who was taken ill shortly after our return from 
the march into the intet'jor, and had been on the 

• 
sick list ever since. 

Sepl, 27. Sept. 27.-During the last five days we have 
been working to windward against the south-west 
monsoon, with heavy mins and squally weather, 
and rounded Tanjong Sirik yesterday. About nine 
this evening, whilst standing with a strong breeze 
towards the land, we observed, through the aid of 
brilliant flashes of lightning, the high promontory 
of Santobong, and at midnight having run the 
distance, and suddenly getting soundings in thir
teen fathoms from no bottom at thirty, we anchored 
immediately, and fortunaw it was that we had 
carried on sail to the last, as in less than a quarter 
of an houl' after the ship brought up, the wind 
chopped round to the southwal'd, and blew with 
great violence. 

Sept. 28. Sariiwak, Sept. 28. - Daylight showed us the 
entrance of the Sariiwak river south by cast, distant 
tell miles. Wcighed immediately, and shifted our 
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berth close off Tnnjong Po, anchoring there in six 18-16. 

fathoms. 
At noon I left the ship in the gig, taking Lieu

tenant Heath with me, and proceeded to the re· 
sidence of Mr. Brooke at the town, being most 
anxious to see him again, and to hear llOW t.hings 
wet'e going on in his province. The distance we 
had to pun was twenty-fout' miles, and the t ide 
being against us, it was eight P.M. befOl-C we reaehe.d 
the residence of the rajah. We found him ill perfcet 
health, seated at the head of his tAble, and occupied 
in giving an account, to a few native chiefs as
sembled in the room, of our late campaign agninst 
the sultan, to which these people appeared to be 
listening with mute astonishment and delight; and 
which history, Brooke subsequently told mc, he 
was obliged to repeat over and over again to fresh 
parties, as they arrived from the interior for the 
double purpose of congratulating their 101·d and 
governor on his safe return _amongst them, and of 
hearing from his own lips the deeds which he had 
performed. 

On this same evening the Julia, 1\[1'. Brooke's 
schooner, arrived from Singapore, and brought the 
intelligence of the resignation of Sir Robert Peel's 
ministry, and the accession of their opponents to 
power. L.ct us on ly have a strong govet'nment, 
and it boots not .to a sailor what party rules the 
c<;>Ulltry. 

I also received the melancholy news of the dca.th 
VOL. II. T 
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_"_'_6,_ of Commander :Maitland of the 1< Spiteful," of fever, 
after a few days' illness. I had received n ldt.el' 
from him, written in the highest spirits, only a 
week before he breathed his last" in which he 
congratulated himself on having escaped from 
Eomeo, and on his approaching return to India, 
the climate up the Brune river not having agreed 
with him. He was an excellent man, and esteemed 
by all who knew him. By this opportunity we 
also heard of the total loss of her Majesty's prig, 
Osprey, on the New Zealand coast, and of the 
death of the master of the Uingdove, from the 
effects of the wounds he had received from the 

Sept 2(1. 

Sept. eo. 

pirates in ~Ialludu Bay. 
Sept. 29. - This morning I delivered the sultan's 

letter to :Mr. Brooke, which was opened and read, 
and found to contain renewed assurances, on the 
part of his highness, of his intention of being 
faithful to his late engagements, and of his deter
mination to punish the guilty pangemns. In the 
evening we had a large party of natives in the hall, 
and amongst them two of the young princes who 
had been brought by Brooke to Sal'uwak, to save 
them from the vengeance of the sultan. It was 
fun and merriment to a late hour; and, as usual, 
we had some good stories from severnl Of the 
party. 

Sept. 30. - This morning 1 accompanied Brooke 
on a visit to the Datu Bandnr, who is quite a young 
mnD, and the second in rank of the three lwtive 
rulers appointed by the r[ljuh to govern tllc town . 

, 
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He rce(;ived us with a salute of twenty·one guns, )84(;. 

and, with much courtesy, cscorted us to the upper 
room of his new mansion, where we found seated 
his pretty and youthful wife, having a child of a 
few months old on her lap, and several at.tendant 
maidens around her. She immediately arose, and 
was apparently in the act of bending itll'wurd, with 
the intention of impressing her ruby lips on the 
Imnu of her white lord and supreme ruler, wherr 
the action was forestalled by the gallantry of tlle 
English rajah, who, reversing the order of the cere-
mony, gently kissed the taper fingers of the lady 
Bandar. The interview lasted half an haul', 
during which the exterior of tI le house was sur
rounded by (l. dense mass of the inhabitants, col-
lected there with the ' hope of getting u. glimpse of 
their much·loved governor, a desire which was 
subsequently amply grat ified; and I m;~y truly 
say, thnt I felt proud of my cOlmtl'yman, and of 
the opportunity thus afforded me of witnessing 
the extraordinary enthusiasm with which he was 
everywhere received. 

The house of the Datu was newly erected, having 
two stol'ies, which is quite unusual in these coun
tries; it was, moreover, neatly furnished, painted 
whitci outside, and in every respect, could boast of 
more real .comfort . than any building in the' city of 
Brune. T he res~ of the day was occupied by visits 
to the fort, the smelting establishmellt for the an
t imony ore, and by a lounge in the Kling Buzar. 

d 
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_ "_"_"_ These men are natives of the Malabar country, mid 
MohnmeJans, and, I believe, arc as great adepts as 
the Israelites or modern Greeks in the art of sue-

• 
cessful t rading. They deserve, at any rate, the 
credit of having made the most of the ground 
aUatted to them by the" new government," and 
feeling that property is now secure, they have 
erected commodious buildings for their wares, and 
appear to be thriving. 

The fort is ' small, mounts six long guns, eighteen 
pounders, and is kept in good order. A oovcred 
plutfonn is erected above the battery, for musketry, 
and the artillerymen, who garrison this outwork, 
may amount to five-and-twenty, 01' thirty Malays; 
the whole commanded by a native offi cer, who 
formerly served in the Ceylon r ifles. All boots 
passing up the river, by day and night, arc hailed, 
and each morning a report is made in person to 
Mr. Brooke. The barracks appeared comfortable, 
and t,he corps really respectable. The battery com· 
pletely commands the short and narrow reach 
lending to the town, and no pirate force would ven
ture to attnck it ill its present efficient state; but 
t he expense must be considerable, each soldier reo 
cciving about tllirty shillings a month besides llis 
food. The magazine is uncleI' the carc of a young 
Englishman, numed Channoll, a fai thful servant of 
Mr. Brooke. I also paid (l, visit to MI'. Rupell, (} 
sturdy gentleman, who appeared as if he would 
stand up well for his rights, and who has char'ge 
of the" woods and forests." 
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18Ml. I W(l5 next introduced to i\[r. Hupe, 0.. German 
missionary; but I imagine, though (l. respectable --
and good man, he has not as yet much advanced 
the cause for which he has been sent into a country, 
of the latitude and longitude of which it is very pro-
bable his mastel's themselves are not aware. On 
the left bA-uk of the river, besides the house of the 
rajah, stn.nds a well·fitted building belonging to Mr. 
Hentig, II. merelmnt., who having received an allot-
mcnt on !Jis first arrival, appears to llave expended 
considerable time and care on its improvement, and 
whose garden and grounds are laid out with much 
neatncss and good taste; the surgeon of thc Iri!!, 
however, had some reason to be displeased with an 
arrangement which Mr. Hentig had made to protect 
his young plants from the wild pigs in the shape 
of a large pit into which Dr. Whipple nearly fell , 
and at the bottom of which was a trap of gigantic 
proportions. 

The house of Mr, Crookshanks promises also to 
be a substantial dwelling, but it is as yet in an 
unfinished st.nte. Mr. Crookshanks, during the ab
scnce of MI'. Brooke, becomes gover nOI' ad interim, 
and, I understand, does the work with much firm, 
ness and good judgment. I had not an Oppor
tunity of examining the residences of the other two 
English gen~lemen who make up the llumber of Eu-

o 

l"openYls inhabitin,g t11e llew colony, nnmely, Doctor 
Trencher, "physician general of the province," 
and Mr. Low, naturalist, but they are llot behind . , 
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1$46. hand in the possession of the comforts of their 
brother exiles. Of the kind hospitality manifested 
by Doctor Treacher to the officers who chanced to 
visit Sarawnk, I had often heard, as indeed I 'had 
of the other members of this small community: 
seasonable acts of kindness such as these will, I 
hope, ever be properly appreciated by all wearing 
her Majesty's naval hutton. I was much interested 
in the account given by Mr. Low of his recent 
visit into the interior when on a botanical excur
sion, and gained much information generally re
specting the country; he seems an unassuming, 
intelligent young man. I am only sorry that the 
great extent of the station which I have to look 
after precludes the possibility of remaining ally 
length of time in anyone place. :Mr. Brooke is 
most anxious that I should accompany him into the 
interior, and judge fo~ myself of the growing pros
perity of the once wretched Dyaks; but provisions 
run short, and to Singapore I must go to replenish 
and to refit. 

It is, llOwever, satisfactory to think that I shall 
leave the whole coast in a progressive state of re
covery from the horrors which have lutely been 
enacted, and with this quietness over the land, and 
the knowledge of the security of my friend, lab· 
sent myself for a few weeks with better heart than 
otherwise I should have done. 

'!'li e question of the Sakurran alld Sal'cbns pil'ates 
has yet to be settled; but the season has passed 

• 
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for their putting to sea t.his year, alld within the _'_'_"_._ 
river they nrc at present inactive. 

Octchtn· l. _Aftcr an early breukfast I took leave 
of my fri end and" companion of the bivouac.,," and 
startcd on my return to the sllip, lmving willingly 
promised to revisit Surawak at the earliest oppor-
tu ni ty, feeling indeed, after the exciting and in
teresting proceedings of the lust foul' montlls, the 
greatest anxiety to be more thoroughly acquainted 
with the country, and happy ifmy position as com
manding the squadron in Borneo could in any way 
assist tllC t ruly great views of Mr. Brooke, _views 
whieh I knew the commander-in .chief beHeved, if 
steadily carried out, would be of incalculable benefit 
to thc commerce of Great Britain, the object of all 
others the most important in my opinion. Mr. 
Brooke, after years of patience and privation, had 
now proved that there was nothingvisionaJ'Y and no-
thing of sclf inwrest in his great undertaking; and 
had hc done llOthing beyoud placing the vast coal 
district of Borneo at the feet of his country, he would 
have performed a practical scr\'ice worthy of no 
small reward. As I passed out over t he hal' of t he 
river I was hailed by a native boat which after-
wards camc alongside, and gave me a letter from 
the surgeon. It announced the death of one of the 
seamen, und the dangerous statc of Lieuwnant 
Mathews, who had been insensible since daylight. 

I got on board. at sunset., and, to my great grief, 
found that this excellent officer, nnd truly good 

.' . 

O<:L I. 
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Oct. 2. 
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man, had breathed his last a few hOlll's before. 
I can safely say, that his loss wns deeply felt by all 
on board. All loved him sincerely, and during the 
whole. time he had, been with me, he performed llis 
duty to my entire satisfaction. Exposure during 
our operations on this coast had brought on fever and 
dysentery, to which he at last fell a victim. In the 
march into the interior, in pursuit of the sultan, 
Lieutenant Mathews commanded the main division 

• of the seamen, and was the spirit and life of Qur 
party. It was my intention to have sailed to-night 
with the land breeze; but now I must remain till 
to -~~rrow, and perform the last sad duty to my 
respected shipmate. 

Oct. 2.--The morning was ushered in with rain, 
t hunder, and lightning; but it cleared up at nine, 
and soon aftenvards the funeral party left the ship, 
eonsisti,ng of myself, as chaplain and chief-mourner, 
in the gig, and followed by the officers and as 
many of the ship's company as the boats would 
contain. A grave had been prepared in a secluded 
spot, beneath a small cluster of young fir-trees, at 
about one hundred yards fl'om tIle landing-placc, 
on a sandy beaell, directly opposite the rQcky islets 
off Tanjong Poe, Immediately above this spot rose 
the towering cliffs of the same name, which arc 
the murk for the outer anchorage ofr'tlle Sur1i:wak 
river, and close beneath ran a small winding 
stream, which, not a quarter of a mile diShtnt., 
emptied itself into the sea. The situation was 
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picturesque. The coffin of Lieut. )fathews . was _'_"_'_"_ 
plnccd by the side of his shipmate, the seaman 
Chandler; and, having read the fune ral service, 
I returned on board, leaving a party on shore 
to plant young saplings around the graves; 

In the nfternoon I got under weigh with a fresh 
breeze fl'om tIle north-west, and continued all night 
working out of the bay towards Cape Datu. 

Oct. 4. - The land of Borneo still in sight near 
Sambns. Chascd two pfahu!>, which proyed to be 
traders. Nothing of note occurred beyond . the 
interesting circumstance of my beautiful Kerry 
cow having calved, and of a centipede eight inehes 
in length having been found in my cot. 

Oct. 7. - To-day we passed a brig. This is the 
fil'st European vessel we have seen for many mOllths, 
none venturing to naYigate the north-west coast. 
Indeed, it would be madness to do so ulltil it has 
been in som; degree surveyed, and cleared of the 
pirat<l fiC(!ts. 

Oct .. 4. 

Oct. 1. 

Oct. 10. - Blowing hard, with heavy rain. At Oct-IO. 

ten A. M. blXlUght up in Singapore roads, the 
weather at the time so thick, that, vessels at anchor 
a few cables' length distant were not visible. At 
noon it cleared up, when we discovered her Ma-

- jesty's ship Hazard in port. The letters came on 
bom·d. The ticket conveyed to me sllOwed my 
share to be fifty-folll' letters and seventy-one news
papers. The ' house bdonging to the recorder 
having, through the kindness of the governor, 
Lieutena.nt Colonel Butterworth, C. n., been placed 
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_,"_,_,._ itt my disposal, I immediately landed, and was glad 
t.o have the opportunity of some days of repose 
whilst the ship refitted and prov.isioned. 

Nov. 6, No'/). 6.- Singapore. After a stay of. three weeks 
in this roadstead, I was about to return to Borneo, 
when I received it letter from the commallder-in
chief from Hongkong, ac"quainting me of his in
tention of re-inforciog me with the Wolf, 18, 
Captain Gordon, and Hon. Company's ship Pluto, 
and at the same time learnt, by late intelligence 
from England, that there was every probability of 
orders being sent to Sir Thomas Cochrane to take 
immediate possession of the island of Labuan in the 
name of the Queen; under these circumstances I 
decided on remaining at this central spot until I 
should receive further communication from the 
admiral by one of the promised vessels; and the 
Hazard was therefore despatched alone to Sa
rawak, with orders to remain in the river unt.il 
my arrival, unless :Mr. Brooke should request her 
services on other parts of his territory. :Meanwhile 
I remained quietly on shore, associating much with 
J~ieutenant Colonel Butterworth, whose generous 
hospitality is as proverbial throughout the straits' 
settlements, as arc the amiable qualities of his vcry 
excellent lady. 

With the exception of the society at Government 
House, Singapore is a dull place for the navy. I 
had only the honour of It VCI'Y slight acquaintance 
with the great body of t,he merchants, who appear 
to be exclusively occnpied with their business, 
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though I will not omit to state that I have passed _ "_"._ 
many agrC<!llble hours in the housc of :Mr. Read, 
who, partial to the navy in geneNlI, is always ready 
to give them a. hearty welcome: t he attent ion of 
Dr. Oxley to those of our cloth is also well known, 
and, [ venture to say, properly Appreciated. 

Nov. SO. _ Hat· Mnjesty's ship Wolf arrived on 
the 25th, and brought me orders from the com
mander·in·chief to proceed, so soon as the weather 
and my other duties would permit, to the coast of 
Borneo, and, aftm' making the neecssaryarJ'llDge. 
ments with the sultan or his ministers, to take 
possc!lSion of the island of Labullll, in the Ilame 
and behalf of the queen. The following extract 
from Sir Thomas Cochrane's despatch will show 
the nature of these instructions:_ 

"Your first procecding will be, on your aJ'I'ivai 
off the Borneo river, to wait upon the sultan, and 
acqunint his highness that her Majesty tIle Queen 
is now desirous of availing herself of the treaty 
entered into in November, 1844; and that you 
have received instructions to carry her Majesty's 
wishes into effect. 

"The judgment and discretion YOll have already 
evinced since my departure from the coast of 
Borneo ecrsuade me that, in the relations that will 
hereafter til.ke place between the squadron under 
your commnnd and the sultan and his ministers, 
your OWJl condnet (and you will take measures to 
secure the same on the part of the officers belong-

Aug. 30. 
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1846. ing to it ) will be governed by the utmost circum
- -- spection, urbanity, and forbearance, that his high

ness's misconduct, and consequent humiliat.ion, 
shall only be brought to his recollection th)'ough 
the cont rast offered in the present t ranquill ity and 
in crease of dignity he enjoys by his friendly rela· 
tions with Great Britain. 

<I Having made your preliminary arrangements 
with his highness Ol' his ministers, you will proceed 
to take formal possession of Labuan, with the 
usual ceremonies observed on such occasions ; and, 
if you have the means of doing so at hand; you will 
erect-, in a conspicuous place, a stone column, 
stating the day, month, year, and reign in which 
the possession was made, . You will be careful not 
to incur any expense upon the island without 
authority to do so; but should you make any dis
coveries, either in its vegetable or mineral pro
ductions, the possibility of obtaining a suflicier,cy 
of good water, or any other of its capabilities not 
already known and reported on, you will commu
nicate the same to me ; and should the opportunity 
offer, you will make further examination into the 
very promising coal which :Mr. Brooke and myself 
discovered on the mainland, in the vicinity of 
:Moal'ra island. 

" You will, in conformity with the 'instructions 
contained in Viscount Pahnerston's lettel', station 
at Labuan one of the sloops under your command, 
and the steam ship which will shortly be added to 
your (ol'ce, assigning to them the duty of SUppl'CSS-
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184G. ing piracy along the coast, from t he Sal'uwak to 
the north point of Borneo, and visiting yourself --~ 
this part of the distr ict under your immediate com-
mand, from time to time as circumstnnccs mlly 
render necessary, 

" As MI', Brooke, Her Majesty's l)oli tieal Agent 
in Borneo, has been intimately associated with all 
my proceedings connect.ed with the island, YOll will 
communicate with him before visiting Brune, and 
afford him the perusal of this dispatch; availing 
yourself of any views or suggestions which he may 
offer to you, as to the best mode of carrying out 
the foregoing instructions. His long residence in 
the country, and intimat·c acquaintance with the 
manners and customs of its inhahitants g ive great 
value t.e his opinions, and of which I have fre · 
quently availed myself, with mucl} advantage to the 
public service, 

(Signed) "Tnos. C OCHRANE. 

"Tn G. Rodn~y Mund" E"I" Cllptain nf H.M.S. I r;'." 

On examining the trcnty of November, 1844, 
alluded to in this dispatch by Sir Thomas Cochrane, 
I observe that it states that, "The sultan is willing 
to cede to the Queen of England the island of 
Labuan and the adjacent islets, on such terms as 
may hereafter be arranged by any person dulyap
pointed." A question naturally suggests itself_ 
Will the sultan sign the necessary doeumcnt unless 
he is offered somc equivalent? The wording of the 
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1846. former paper certainly docs not suppose an \lncan
--- ditional surrender of part. of his territory. ' How

ever, all fOimer agreements have been annulled by 
the sultan's fi ring upon the British flag'_ and this 
I must fall back upon if the pangerans are hostile 
to the proposed arrangement. 

The lucid despatch of Viscount Pnlmerston, c'om ~ 

manding the occupation of this new st.atioll, was 
also forwarded to me for my guidance, and I was 
fur ther directed to call off Sarawak, and consult 
with Mr, Brooke as to the best mode of carrying 
out the foregoing instructions; and in the event of 
his considering that his own presence should be 
necessary at the capital, I was to receive him on 
board the Iris; bllt, jf otherwise, that, as it was 
desirable Sir T. Cochrane should have a confer
ence with him previous to giV;ing up the command 
to Admiral Inglefield, I was to offer the rajah one 
of her Majesty's ships to convey him to Singapore. 

These orders were every thing that I could de
sire, but as all the boats of the Wolf had been stoved, 
and she had received other damage from t·he bad 
weather outside, she required a few days to refit, 
and being now ready, we shall sail to·morrow. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Butterworth has rendered us 
every assistance by furnishing me with ample sup
plies of tents, awnings, tools, and other ' r-equisites 
for clearing away the ground of a new colony; and 
the short treaty which I had drawn out for the ap
proval of :Mr. Brooke, has been beautifully exe
cuted in English and Malay, under the directions of 
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the Resident Councillor, the HOll. Mr. Church, IS46. 
who, jointly with the Governor, has taken an interest --
in fonvo.rding the views of her :Mnjesty's govern-
ment, for which I feel part-icularly grateful. A 
Jarge nssortment of plants, flowers, and seeds hIlS 
also been procured through the kindness of Mrs. 
Church for the new settlement, the whole of which 
were placed under the care of Captain Gordon, who 
undertook the charge of the hort-ieultural depart· 
ment. 

• 

• 
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CHAP. X. 

RETUR."'\': TO SAR.l.WAK. - ADVICE OF ~lR. BROOKE. _ IlJPIlOYF.

MEliTS TlllmE. - l>y.SnlUC'l'!O:< 01' Tn v. "6~AUTY." - "'ARROW 

ESCAPE OF TilE JOLLY llACIIJ::LOR. - SAIL ~'OR Tim lUI'lm 

mlUXE. _1'I!OSPECTS OF LABUAN . _ A..XOllOR IS TilE nRoxi: 

RIVEH. - OJlDERS OF TilE llRiTISU GOVERlDI),;.' ,1.'. _AUDIENC,: 

WITII TIIB SULTAN. - WAR)I DlSCU5STONS. - SIGICATURE O~· 

'fIle'tIlEA'fY , 'Oil TilE CESSIOS OF LAllUAN.-l'1I~SENTTO illS 

lIlGII:n:ss._ TERmXATION OF nIB lXTlmVu,:w. _ ANCIIOl: AT 

LAllUAN . _ COlllfEXCEllEST OF LAflOUR THEll>:. _ pn>:PARA

nONS FOR 1I015TINO TIn: BRITISH FLAG. - ARRIVAL 01> PAl\'

GERA.." )w:urs WITH TilE l!RUI'E FLEET. _ IXSCRII'TlON TO 

C01DIEJ!ORATE TilE TAKING m' TIm ISLA:;"!>. - CI-:UElJONY 01-' 

1I0ISTIXG TilE PI.AG. _ CAPTAIN MUNDY'S 81'£';011. - AXI

MATING Sl'l'CT "C(,P,. - l)Ji.n~ONE TO THE I'RHH: JW;JSTP, I\ AN)) 

cme>,s.-))eTf:CTlON O~' A TII1U'.-ClffilsnfAS n"y "T 1..,,
llUAN. _lIARBOI;R 0>' LABU"N._C(,OSE O~· TilE YEAR. 

December I.-THE Iris and ·Wolf sailed at day
light, and falling in with t.he Sapphire outside, we 
completed provisions. By this vessel I had also 
the satisfaction of hearing from the commander-in
chief that her :Majesty's government had entil'cly 
approved of the operations of the sqlladron on the 
coast of I3orneo, whieh intelligence was confirmed 
hy a most welcome letter from my friend , Captain 
Hamilton, secretary of the Admiralty. I t rust 
promotions will follow for the junior officers. 

Dec. 7. - Sarilwak After a most boisterous pas
sage. across, with thick and abominable weathel', we 
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anchored in the outer roads yesterday, and the 
same evening I came up to r::arawak in my galley, 
pulling tltirty-five miles in five hours Qlld a half. I 
found the rajah, as usual, at the hcad of his table, 
entertaining the nati"e chiefs nt his hospitable 
board, mnny of whom, forgetful of the Prophet and 
the Koran, allowed themselves to taste the fruit of 
the vine, as it passed cheerily before them. 

Before we retired to rest, Mr. Brooke read the 
dispatches, nnd at once made up his mind to go to 
Singapore, being most anxious to say farewell to 
Sir Thomas Cochrane, who hsd so stead ily assisted 
him in all his di fficulties, and also to make the 
acquainmncc of the rcsr-admirnl shortly expected 
to relieve him. 

:Mr. Brooke entirely approved of t.he three short 
articles I had prepared, though he nt once told 
me, that the pangerans would make an objection to 
ceding any ten'itory, unless money wcre given, in 
exchange; but he bade me be resolute, and fclt 
sure t ha.t the sultan's seal would then be appended 
to t he document. 

This forenoon I went over the new clearances, 
making Oil the other side of the river, directly 
opposite Brooke's honse, and was surpt·ised to find 
how much had been done dUEing the Jast two 
months; a road had been cut for nenrly a mile 
directly tl;rough the heart of the jungle, which is 
intended to curve roun~ to join the fO I't, and the 
land on either side will be sold for town allotments; 
the ever-active Chinese llsd nlN'ody severn I plots of 
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ground under cultivation, supplying the increasing 
population with various kinds of vegetable produc
tions. 

• 

Dec. 8. - Mr. Brooke and myself erp.barked in 
my galley, after breakfast, and proceeded to the 
mouth of the river, where we met the cutter of 
the Iris waiting, and glad we wcre to find her, as, 
on getting out to sea, we discovered that breakers 
were stretching completely across the bar, and it 
was with difficulty, after a long pull, that we 
reached the Hazard, at anchor off Tangong Poe. 
The weather now set in so bad, that we were 
obliged to remain on board that vessel during the 
night, the Iris and the Wolf being at anchor some 
miles t.o the northward, the rain incessant, and 
heavy rollers setting in, which broke only half a 
mile in shere ef us. 

Dec. 9._After an anxieus night, the weat.her 
moderated, and we found the gun-boat, the 
Jelly Baeheler (which Brooke having lent me, I 
had desired Captain Egerton to' refit aud prepare 
fer service) all right in her berth. Both vessels 
then weighed, steod eut to sea, and anchored near 
the others iu the offing_ It new blew strong from 
the northward, and a heavy sea was running di
rectly on the shore. With difficulty I was able to . 
get my galley frem the Ha7.ard to' the Iris, and in 
heisting her up she capsized, and was stove all to' 
pieces, nothing remaining but the keel and a few of 
the upper streaks of t.lle planking. Such WflS the 
cnd ef Beauty, the winner of the Ladies' Cup flt the 
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t he first U Hong Kong Regatta," and the conqueror, _ '_' _"_'_ 
also, at the subseqnent re",n-atta at Singapore, when 
she heat 0.. Canton wherry, brought from thence ex-
pressly for racing. Beauty was built by :Mr. At-
kinson, o..t the Cove of Cork, was copper-fastened, 
and beautifully put together. 

Whilst the demolition of my favourite boat was 
thus going forward, the Jolly Bachelot· tripped her 
anchor, and drove rapidly towards the SllOI'O, upon 
which Captain Egerton got the Hazard smartly 
under weigh, and bearing down to hel' res<:ue, suc
ceeded on throwing on board some hands with t he 
boatswain, by which means the gun-boat was en
abled to regnin her anchorage off Tangong Poe, 
where she brought up for the night, and though 
her gun was thrown over-board attached to llCr 
cubIc to assist her in holding on, she llad n narrow 
escape of being dashed to pieces in the surf, having 
driven a sceond time within a few hundred yards 
of the breakers. 

Dtc. l O.-At daylight, with a strong northerly 
wind, the Iris and Wolf got under weigh, and com· 
menced beating to windward, bound to the river 
Brune, whilst the Hazard, with Brooke on board, 
proceeded to Singapore to meet the eommandel··in-
chief. I was surprised at the sea running on the 
coast, Il..regulal' BilY of Biscay swelL Just before 
sunset both ships tacked close off t.he (mtmnee of 
the river Balowi, the Wolf having held her way 
with the his better t han I expected. At ten P.M. 

we lost sight of her a few miles astcrn, nnd thick 

" 

Dee. 10. 



292 

\ 846. 

Dec. 11 

Dec. 13. 

Dec. 14. 

CAPTAIN MUNDY'S JOURNAf .. [CHAP, X. 

rainy weather came on, tIle wind veering to the 
N. W., and making the dangerous point of Sirik a. 
lee shore. 

Dec. ll.-At daylight observed the Wolf courses 
• 

down to leeward. Wind strong froni W. N. W. with 
rain and a heavy ground-swell, soundings from 
twenty to fifteen fathoms. Noon, lost sight of the 
Wolf. In the afternoon made and shortened sail, 
as necessary to frequent squalls. Carrying on to 
round cape Sirik, which we did at eight P. M. in 
t wenty fathoms. Rate of sailing ten knots against 
heavy head sea. 

Dec. 13.-Yesterday and to-day we had strong 
winds, blowing from west to S. E', ; then calms for 
a few hours, with thunder and lightning and heavy 
rain, and the usual swell from N.N.W. About 
dusk, being by the reckoning off Cape Barram, we 
anchored in thirteen fathoms. 

])ec. 14. _ At three in the morning the wind 
shifted suddenly to N. E., blowing strong with heavy 
rain; weighed immediately, and, under double-reefed 
top_sails, worked off shore, soundings from ten to 
twelve fathoms. Daylight showed us the land 
stretching fa\' to the eastward; at nine the weather 
cleared up, ll:nd suddenly we observed the summit 
of the grcat mountain of Kina Ballow towering 
above the clouds, its fantastic and rugged peaks 
clearly pencilled on the blue sky beyond, the 
distance from the ship at tIle time being upwarJ~ 

of 120 miles. 
At noon we observed the islnnd of Lahnnll. Ten 
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days from this date it will be Brit ish territory. I 
am proud to think that it will be my lot to hoist 
the British flag thereon, for who can prediet the 
results whio.:h may arise from this insular possession, 
commanding, !IS it does, the whole north ·west coust 
of Borneo, und if followed up, u.s probably it will 
shortly be, by the addition of the outwork of Ba
lnmbangan, our influence will be firmly established 
in the Eastern Arellipelago, and the Bugis trade 
between Singapore alld the fertile island of Celebes, 
ut present so little known, placed on a s~urc foot-
ing. During the afternoon the sea breeze from the 
westward blew fresh, and brought us to an anchor 
off the "Moarra shoal at sunset, at which t ime we 
observed a large number of prahus running into 
the Borneo riYer. 
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Dec. 15. - Beautiful morning, and air fresh, Dee. 15. 

thennometel' 78°. No sign of the Wolf. In the 
afternoon we weighed, and with a fi ne sea breeze, 
run into the river Brune; lowest soundings, over 
the bar, four fathom s. Anchored at three P. M. 

in our old berth, within two hundred yards of the 
beach, in eight fathoms mud. 

Dec. 16. - At daylight, I sent the boats of the Dee. 16. 

ship, armed, to the capital, in charge of Lieutenant 
Heath, to whom I gave written orders, dirccting 
him to .transln.te them, sentence by sentence, to the 
prime minister. They gave a sketch of my in
structions, but at the same time set forth the indig-
nation which was felt by the E nglish Government 
at the sultan having fired at the qucen's flag, and 

" , 
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1846. that it would greatly depend upon the conduct of 
his highness and the pangerans, in my interview 
relative to the cession of Labuan ; whether or not, 
pacific relations would be renewed. . 

I t.hought it necessary to use this decisive lan
guage, as it was evident, from what Mr. Brooke had 
told me, that the sultan would expect a sum of 
money in exchange for the cession of Labuan ; and 
as r was not authorised to entertain any prop<>
sitioll of this nat-ure, but ordered" to take steps for 
obtaining formal possession of the island," I fore
saw, that aU kinds of diffi culties would be made; 
and, forewarned by Mr. Brooke, believed the plan I 
adopted, of keeping up the prosJ?Cct of another visi t 
from the admiral, t_he "English rajah, and the fleet, 
would be the best antidote against violent oppo
sition from the ill disposed pangerans, and the pi
ratical party in general. 

In the evening, Lieutenant Heath returned; and 
reported that all had been progressing favourably 
at Brune since my departure, and that Mumin was 
st ill prime minister. After t ranslating my orders, 
L ieutenant Heath WIIS summoned to the presence 
of the sultan, who declared his readiness to see me 
on the day 1 proposed, and that having full con
fidence and faith in me, he was prepared to sign 
the treaty when brought before him. 

So far all appears favourahle. For the wretched 
sovereign'S words I need care little, and of the dis
posit ion of the pangcrans I could learn less; but 
to find no objection made 1,0 the interview is some-
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thing gained) and us J trust the Wolf will arrive 1846. 

in the course of to-morrow, we shall have an im-
posing flotilla and a respectable body of marines to 
overawe the turbulent princes. 

Dec_ 17. _ The \V olf arrived in the afternoon, Ike. 17. 

and all arrangements were made for tho expedition 
to the capital to·morrow. 

Dec. 18. _ At daylight tsent Lieutenant Little Dec. IS. 

in charge of the boats of the Jris and Wolf, armed 
with twenty marines, to the capital, with orders to 

moor them in line of battle opposite the sult:m 's 
palace, and to await my arrival. Lieutenant Heath 
was to assist as interpreter, with the Malays brought 
from Singapore_ At noon I arrived. Pangeran 
Mumin received me on the steps, and the sultan 
at the gateway of the audience hall, and after shak-
ing hands, and the usual salutations, conducted me 
to a seat. The room was crowded with the pan-
gerans, rajahs, and dependants generally well 
dressed, and all armed with the krise. I . com
menced business immediately by stating that I had 
brought a. treaty for his highness's senl and signa-
t ure sent by the British Government which I hoped 
he would approve of, and which I begged might be 
read aloud by my interpreter. This was done, and 
the following are the clauses, short and to the 
point: -:-

1. "Peace, .friendship, and good understanding 
shall subsist for ever between her :Majesty the queen 
of Great Britain and Ireland, and his llighness the 

" . 
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1846. sultan of Borneo, and his respective heirs and suc
cessors. 

2. "His highness the sultan hereby cedes in 
full sovereignty and property, to her MaJesty the 
queen of Great Britain and Ireland, her heirs aud 
successors for ever, the island of 'Labunn and its 
dependencies, the islets adjacent. 

3. "The government of her Majestythe queen of 
Great Britain and Ireland hereby engages, in consi
deration of the cession above specified, to use its 
best endeavours to suppress piracy, and to protect 
lawful commerce, and the sultan of Borneo, and his 
ministers, promise to afford every assistance to the 
British authorities. 

"Done and concluded at Brune the 18th day 
of December, 1846. 

(Signed by) 

" TilE SULTAN OMAR Au." "G. RODNEY !I[UNDY." 

The. first and second articles appeared to give 
satisfactioTI1 but thc third and last occasioned 
much demur l the assurance on my part of our 
assistance in "suppressing piracy and protecting 
lawful commerce" not being considered exactly an 
equivalent; a circumstance perhaps not much to 
be ·wondered at, seeing that the majority of the 
nobles around werc, in their hearts, directly op
posed to this very measure, and, instead of receiv
ing it as a set·off against the cession of Labuan, 
would probably themselves havc given much to 
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have been able to get r id of it. An an imated 
discussion continued for nearly an hour, during 
which time I remained perfectly quiet and silent. 

The interpreter at length said, Il The nobles 
want money in exchange for the cession of terri- · 
tory." 

"I have no instructions to entertain such a 
proposition," was my reply. 

The sultan, then turning to me, said, " This day 
is Friday, a day kept · holy to the Propllet; I 
cannot sign any paper upon it." 

I remarked, "That no obj eetion had bccn made 
to J~i eut. Heath when I first proposed the Friday;" 
and I was again silent. 

The sultan then observed, " That the former 
treaty was not similar, and tJmt he required money 
in return." 

" When your llighncss fired at the 131'itish flag, 
you broke that treaty, and peaCe has not since 
been made. The admiral and Mr. Brooke expect 
you to sign this as a proof of the sincerity of your 
promises made when I was last at your capital." 

I was beginning to be impatient, for the dis
cussion amongst the nobles still continued, and 
promised to be interminable. At last I turned to 
the sultan, and exclaimed firmly, " Boho chop, 
bobo ehop!" followed up by a few otllCI' Malay 
words, the tel10r of which was, that I recommended 
his majesty to put his sea1 forthwith. 

His highness immediately arose, saying, " I pra
mised, and I will perform; " and he then left the 
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hall, accompanied by a few of the pangerans. 
Twenty minutes now elapsed, whilst we sat looking 
at each other, patterns of silence and patience. 
Observing no signs of his highness's return, I told 
prince Mumin that the tide had changed, and time 
pressed, and that I wished a messenger to be sent 
to the sultan. This was complied with, and 
shortly afterwards his highness reappeared, bearing 
himself the royal signet, of which he seemed ex
tremely proud, and which was really a creditable 
production for native workmanship. With him 
came a host of followers, carrying wax tapers and 
hammers, and Chinese paper, when the great seal 
being held over the candle and blackened, the im
pression was stamped beneath the :Malay interpre
tation of the treaty, my seal and signature being 
appended to the original English. The pangerans 
Suleiman, Hassim, Tuzzudeen, Kahar, Sora, and 
Illudeen werc all present. These wcre the chiefs 
who, under the influence of Hajji Saman, princi
pally instigated the sultan to give llis consent to 
the atrocious act ordering the murder of Budru
dcen and lIludn. Hassim, and who were also pro
minent in their hostility to the English, and to 
European connection or commerce. Looks of de
fiance were yet marked in their countenances, but 
the boats in line of battle in front of the palace, 
and the marines with fixed bayonets 011 the thresh
hold of the audience hall, though a picturesque 
group, was by no means calculated to encourage 
any act of violence. I marked them well, and 
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fixed each of tIlem steadily in the face; and I do 
them the jus~ice to say, they met my look with a 
cool and haughty gaze. 'With this cont inued dis
position to oppose us, I could !lot help thinking 
what would have been the fate of Captain Egerton 
or Sir Edward Belcher, had they incautiously pro
ceeded in their gigs to Brunc j ust after the mas
sacre, and before the admiral had drawn their 
tccth. 

It was evident their hatred would be uncllange
able; but our flag once hoisted within forty miles 
of the capital, will their despotic and cruel poUcy 
still be able to t rample upon the growing civilisa
tion of a people, who, from the productions of t.he 
soil, and from their posit ion, mnst be anxious for 
nn extensive commerce? I cannot conceive that it 
will; the nukodas, the merchants, and the masses 
generally, gave unequivocal signs of being on our 
side. They hailed the fact of the cession of Labuan 
to the English as t.hc dawn of a better day, and 
our boots were received with joyful acclamations, 
hundl'Cds of canoes flocking around, with provi
sions and articles of curiosity. 

'When I rose to take leave, the sultan requested 
Jive minutes' private interview, when he asked me 
confidentially whether t.he queen would in terfe re 
with his, government on the mainland; and he 
added, that he had a perfect reliance on me, as 
I had always performed my promises. 

I told him, " that we should not interfere with 
his government , but that our ships would pro-

299 

184(;. 



300 CAPTAIN MUNDY'S JOURNAL. [ellAI'. x. 

1846. teet the coast from the Illanun pirates, and so 
- -- render the navigation secure for the smallest boats ; 

and I proposed, in my next visit to the Bor
neo river, that his highness should pay me a 
state visit, when I would receive him with royal 
honours, and thus prove to his enemies, as well as 
to his own people and subjects, that he was in 
alliance with the great English nation," 

• 
During the whole of tbis interview, which at first 

looked very threatening, Lieutenant Heath afforded 
me great assistance, and especially at the crisis, 
when my patience had quite evaporated. 

The sultan appeared gratified with t.his propos:tl, 
and, pointing to the river-side, showed me a large 
and gaudy prahu, which, he said, he had j ust built 
as a State barge, and in which he would row down 
the river, and visit the I ris. He added, "that, if I 
particularly wished it, he would come over to 
Labuan, and be present at the ceremony of ho.ist· 
ing the English flag, but t.hat he was always sea
sick, and hoped 1 would excuse him ." I replied, 
"that, unfortunately, the steam-vessel under my 
command lmd been wrecked on her passage to 
Borneo; otherwise I should have been delighted 
to have placed. her at the disposal of his bighness, 
but could not hear of his crossing the open sea in 
a river·barge ; " and so we parted. . 

I presented his highness with a handsome new 
telescope, silver-mounted , and, bidding adieu to the 
princes and nobles, stepped into my gig, the 
bat tery saluting with fifte~n guns, and the drums 



ellAI'. x .) RESUJ,T OF NEGOT[ATTO~S . 301 

and cymbals beating lustily. At fi ve I got on _"_"_0_ 
board the I ris, when I was joined by Captain 
Gordon, who, with nearly nIl his offi cers sick on 
boord, had felt himself so £.'1 tigued by the extra· 
work of navigating the ship, as to be unable to 
accompany me to the capita\. 

The rcsult of this day's labour has been most 
satisfactory. After the opinion of Mr. Drooke re· 
lative to money being expected in exchange for 
the island of Labuan, I had always a doubt as 
to the sultan's acceding to any arrangement, and, 
though my determination was fixed to take pos
session of the island, without the permission of the 
monarch, on the ground of peace not having becn 
yet concluded, still I was most anxious that the 
treaty sllould be signed, and that nU should be 
arranged in [In amicable mnnner. Thi.~ llllS now 
been accomplished, and the government and people. 
nt the capital thoroughly understand that the 
English, in possessing themselvcs of Labuan, do 
so with the view of protecting legal commerce, and 
uprooting piracy in all its branches. 1 have invited 
! ' all hands" to come over, if they choose, to witness 
our proceedings on Thursday next, t.he 24th instant, 
nnd I sincerely hope that P rince Mumin and others 
may voluntar ily attend. I believe they will do so, 
and that they now have confidence in me, and rely 
upon my word. Henceforth I shall in now:ise 
interfere with them polit ically, unless called on by 
tIle sultan to protect him from pirates, and it will 
be for the admiml or Mr. Brooke to settle the 
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1846. differences which are sure to arise relative to 
domestic slaves, runaway offenders, and trading 
disputes. I conceive that I havCi. now accomplished 
all that could be expected from the tcmour of the . 
admiral's instructions. The sultan, though a weak 
and illiterate man, is evidently highly respected by 
all classes of his subjects. They consider him as 
above censure, and look upon him as possessor 
of the throne by divine right. 

It appears, from Ur.Hunt's description of Borneo 
Proper, written in 1812, that the ancestors of the 
reigning sultan ascended the BIusnud in the thir· 
teenth century, since which twenty-nine princes 
have sat on the throne. The :Mohamedan re
ligion was adopted a century latcr. Mr: Hunt 
adds, that, when the Portuguese visited Brune in 
1520, the number of Chinese settled there was 
immense; the capital contained 5000 houses, was 
rich and populous, and the king and court ex
hibited great splendour and magnificence. In 1812 
there were only 5000 Chinese throughout the king. 
dom j since which they have gradually diminished, 
and during the last twenty years not one has 
ventured to set foot upon the soil. 

Dec.)::>. Dec. 19.-Got under weigh in the morning, 
and crossed over to Labuan. Anchored in Victoria 
Harbour at ten A.M. , in seven fathoms, two cables' 
length from the beadl, making n running mOOI·. 
I landed immediately with Lieut. Heath, fixed on 
the spot for the flag-staff and tents, and afterwards 
walked round to the inner harbour, where we fouwl 
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several trn.cling prahus, which reported that they 
had come in from Benoni, and that they were 
beginning to navigate the coast with more con-
fidence since our operations in July and August. 

I was pleased at the first view of the place. The 
flat ground clear of jungle is (at a guess) two 
miles in circuit, and of an oval form, the long axis 
parallel to the bench. This was covered wi th long 
coarse grass, and swampy in many places, and the 
soil sandy. But I shall not attempt description 
ti ll after a closer examination. 

In the afternoon we commenced our labours. 
The working-party, under Lieut. Heath, nssisted 
by Mr. J ossling, landed; the tents were pitchcd, 
the c1cl).rings were begun, the flag-staff beached, 
and wells dug. Good water was found three or four 
fcet dcep. I called this point of the harbour, Point 
Pasley, and tile opposite point, l)oint Hamilton, 
after my oldest and most intimate friends, both 
fellow.collegians - old messmates, and captains of 
the navy, and the latter the second secretary of 
the Admiralty. Whether these names will be re
tained after my departure is doubt ful; but finding 
there was no native name to either extreme of the 
harbour, I thought myself at any rate justified 
in giving them, whilst my work was going forward. 
In the evet1ing, the Amelia, English merchant brig, 
arrived from Singapore with a mixed cargo for 
the Brune market. 
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Dec. 21.-The Wolf arrived from the river Dce.21. 
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Dec. 22. 

Dec. 23. 

CAPTAIN MlTh'l)Y'S JOURNAL. [CUAP, X. 

Borneo. Gordon and myself occupied all day on 
shore, superintending the working parties, and 
exploring. Ordered Mr. Airey (master) to examine 
for water, and Mr. Hooper to buoy the rock in the 
centre of the harbour. Lieutenant l!~orbes left in 
the pinnace for BrUll() to procure bullocks and 
vegetables. 

Dee. 22. _ The flagstaff was completed this 
morning, and stepped in the afternoon at t.he dis
tance of twenty yards from the shore. The field 
pieces and boat guns were also landed and placed 
in battery. Towards evening a few-large prahns 
came in laden with provisions. 

Dec. 23. - At daylight we observed several 
armed prahus standing into t.he harboUl', which, 
on arrivd, anchored in shore. I received a mes
sage from Prince Mumin, to say t.hat he had arrived 
from Brune for the purpose of witnessing tIle cc
remony, and t hat he should be happy to pay me a 
visit on board the Iris. 

At thirty minutes past lline the prince, with six 
other pangerans, nakodahs, orang-kayas, datus, 
and about eighty followers, came on board. I 
saluted the prime minister with thirteen guns, and 
received t.he party in my cabin, where they re
mained about two hours, and eonducte~ themselves 
with g reat propriety. Oil taking his departure, 
the minister presented me with his kris, which he 
took from his girdle, a hanusome weapon with an 
ivory handle. 

• 
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Dec. 24. _ Early in t.hc morni ng a large gran ite 
slab, bearing the following inscription, WaS erected 
on the rising ground close to the flag-staff: -

T H IS ISLAND 
\Y,A S T~KE" I'OSSU!l.Ol< 'IP, 

ON D~C ".II""n 24TH, liHo, 
IS TJt>: NA"~ OF ""R .,UUT Y 

VICTORIA, 

Q]}E"~' OF OR"AT BRITAIN ~"" m"J,A~'D, 

""DER TH" nlRltCTJON OP 

II ,. E XC"LLIt"C Y BE~"_~D>lIItAL 

Silt 1'1I0)1,\S COClllt,\NE, ell., 

OO>l>lA"""" - '" CUl U ', .. 
CAI"TADI G. n. MUND Y, 

CO>l)lANDI"Q 

H. i\I , S. IRIS. 

At eight, top-gallant yards werc crosscd, and the 
ships dre8Sl.'{\; at noon the numerous prahus, with 
the large-boat of pangeran Uumin at thcir head, got 
under oars, and shifted their berth close in shore. ' 
The sun was piercingly hot, but the weather beau
tiful for the ceremony. The marines, forty 8trong, 
and seamen, small-arm men, one hundred and 
forty landed and took up their position. I sent 
a message to the prince to request him to leave 
his prahu n.t the same time that I left thc ship, 
and to intimate that I would meet him nt the 
landing-place. At two I landed with Commandet· 
Gordon, and received the prince and the nobles 
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__ "_'_6,_ on the beach, and thon led Mumin through the 
file of marines to the elevated platform erected 
close to the flag-staff. Here. our respective ,um-
brellas were fixed, his being of orange daIlUlsk, 
with long pendant fringes, mine of crimson silk 
(originally intended as a present to the king of 
Congo, but not delivered in consequence of that 
sable potelltate having, on my official visit to him 
in January, 1843, informed me that he purposed to 
continue the slave trade, and to brenk his engage
ments with England.) The officers of the T ris and 
'Wolf, en grande tenue, were drawn up at the flag
staff. I then mounted the rostruJll, leading Mumin, 
and accompanied by Lieutenant Heath, who was 
to translate my speech into the :Malay language. 
The other nobles and chiefs took their appoint.ed 
stations on 'the gravelled platform below, and all 
the natives, and the crews of the prahus, amounting 
altogether to several hundred men, having been 
invited to draw ncar, the marines and small arm 
men facing about, I delivered, as far as I can re
collect the following brief oration:-

"I make known to all present, that this day I 
take possession of the island of Labllan, and of the 
small islands around, in the name of her Majesty 
t.he queen of England. 

"'Ve now therefore stand on British territol'Y' 
" The quiet and good people of every nation will 

be protected in their Jawful commerce by the En
glish men-of-war, and pil'ates, both by sea and lawl, 
will be utterly destroyed, and t.llci1' towns burnt to 

• 
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the ground, TIle queen of England and the sultan 184G, 

of Borneo are henceforth friends. The English --_ .. 
admiral will ~hcrcfot'c dcstroy an pi ratical vessels 
that make war nguinst tIle sulhm, or that molest 
thc coast." 

This speech W DS audibly repeated by J .. ieutcnant 
Hcath in the native tongue, and apparently gave 
great satisfaction, and t.hat officer dcserves much 
eredit for the clever manner in which he acquitted 
llimself of n. somewhat nervous undertaking. 

I now directed i'lr. Henry .Morgan (midshipman) 
to hoist the Union J ack; and the British ensigns, red, 
white, and blue, were run up at the s.'Lme moment 
at the tents, whilst the sJ lips and batteries fired a 
royal salute, and the marines and seamen kept up 
a roll of musquett'Y' At the conclusion, three 
hearty cheers were given for" Old England" and 
her Majesty. which was responded to by the re
mainder of tho' crews on board the ships manning 
the rigging. I t was a most animating and ex
hilarating spectacle, and OJle calculated to impress 
on the minds of the natives the remembrance of 
the day when Labunn ceased to belong to the save· 
rtign of Borneo. The ships, being anchored only 
(\. few cables' length from the shore, added much to 

the effect of the proceeding, Brevity is the life of 
this sort of ' eeremonies, and the whole affair was 
over in ten minutes. 

The marines having been drawn up between 
the flag-staff and the dinner tent, Prillce Mumin 
now accepted my invitation to partake of the de· 

.0 
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1846. jeil.ne which had been prepared as sumptwusly as 
--- our limited means would allow. As the rustic table 

would not accommodate more' than forty, I was 
under some uneasiness as to keeping out the lower 
grade of gentlemen. However, I begged the prince 
to invite those nobles and chiefs who had sufficient 
fank to sit at table with himself according to their 
own ct.iquettc, explaining to him, that I was most 
desirous of acting exactly flS he wished, and that I 
was myself, of course, ignorant of the sllades of dis
tinction amongst so large an assembly, espceially as 
there was no difference of dress to guide my judg
ment. 

Now, in this civil speech I llad a double mo
tive. The first was evident, but all the cunning 
of the Malay and of the minister did not dctect the 
diplomatic bearing of this seemingly most natural 
request. The fact was this - in casting my eye 
over the mass of friends and followers of prince 
Mumin, I recognised the persons of the two indi
viduals who had come down from the capital, at the 
desire of the sult-an, to wait upon the commander-in
chief, as formerly related, when the fl~t, in July 
last, anchored in the river Borneo. They stated 
themselves, at that time, to be pangerans, or 
nobles high in authority, and bore tr e orange
coloured silk umbrella, and the royal Bng in their 
barge. The admiral, -at first, received them well, 
but Mr. Brooke, after a short conversntion, sus
pected that they were impostors, nnd whilst I was 
with Sir Thomas Cochrane, told him they wcre 
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melm men, and that sending them down as per- l S~G . 

sons of rank was n. downright insult. They wel'C, 
consequently, detained on board till the following 
morning, when they were informed, that their de-
ceit was discovered, :md allowed to depart. They 
still, however, persisted in declaring themselves 
to be people of rank, and no positive proof to 
the contrary llad been obtained during the sub
sequent visits to the capital. 

When Mumin nnd I had placed ourselves at the 
hend of the table, in conformity with my propo
sition, he called the pangcrans and nobl('8 by name, 
to take a seat; upon which they came out from 
the crowd alld ranged themselves around. They 
were only seven or eight in number, and after 
the officers had seated themselves, I remarked to 
the minister, that several places were still vacant, 
and begged him to call in more of his fri ends, 
He looked al'ound, and turning to me said, " I have 
invited aU that arc accustomed to sit at meat with 
men of rank." I could not resist exclaiming, with 
an accent slightly sarcastic, the Malay word for all, 
"samoa." He repeated, "samoa," and we then sat 
down; the outsiders qu ietly nrrangcd themselves 
on their haunches, contemplating the proceedings 
within the tent. The natives ate little beyond bread 
and potato"es, but they all played UpOll the beer 
handsomely, preferring it to champaign, few re
maining faithful to the P rophet's beverage, _ pure 
water. 

Mcanwhile, in the rear of pangcran Mumin, 

" 
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• 
1846. squatting amidst the tent ropes, I occasionally 

fixed my eye upon the two individuals, who, folIon 
from the high estate to which they had been tem
porarily raised in honour of Sir Thomas Cochrane, 
now literally partook of the crumbs which ever unu 
anon were thrown to them by pangcran Mumin, 
and, lastly, on my begging the prince to accept of 
a box of Manilla cigars, and a jar of pickles, he 
handed them over to the care of these people. 
They were, in fact, on state occasions. upper ser
vants, and in ordinary life, just above the middling 
classes. 

Thus, had the discriminating eye of Mr. Brooke 
rightly detected the imposition and insult offered 
to the admiral, and I was, inwardly, not a little sa
tisfied at the proof before me, and at the success of -the trap laid for the subtle premier. Of course, r 
kept my secret entirely to myself, but on some 
future occasion, the knowledge of it may be brought 
to bear. At present, aU was well, and went off 
well. :My guests now departed, and the Borneo 
fleet moved into t.he roads. I strolled along the 
beach, with Gordon, till sunse~ when down came 
all the flags together. I then returned on board, 
right glad to have rest for mind and body, for 
verily, this sort of duties, in such a climate, is not 
accolllplished without fatigue. 

I must hare record the fact, of one of the native 
boatmen having been cau".ht in the act of stealin". o 0 

an empty bottle fl'om the tent, upon which, my 
coxswain threw him on the sand, where, he under-
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went a species of holystoning. He had endeavoured _'_"_"_ 
to defend himself with his h is, but this was 
speedily thrown into the sen.. On escaping from 
the white man's grusp, he rushed forward to make 
his complaint to prince Mumin, who waS at the 
moment tulking tome. I conclude that some of the 
other Borneans lJad witnesscU the theft, for, after a 
fcw worus, the prince ordcrDd a bamboo staff to be 
given lJim, with which he belaboured tIle delinqucnt 
most severely aCI'oss the shoulders, and then sent 
Ilim to the boat, I said nothing, believing that 
summary j ustice was a capital t hing in such iL case, 
though, considering that only a few hours before I 
had informed the minister, " that we now stood on 
British territory," it might be deemed mthcr u 
strong Rssumption of power on his part. 

])ec. 25. - Pangernn :Mumin and the Bomean 
flotilla of thirty sRil left t he anchorage, and re
turned to Brune. 

This being Christmas Day, according to annual 
custom, aU the officers and young gentlemen dined 
with me: Captain Gordon also j oined the party. 
Little did I illUlgine on the preced ing Christmas 
Day that this year I should spend the festive 
season on an insular possession of our queen of 
the age of only twenty-four hours. 

Dec. 2~ . 

Dec. 27: -About three ill the morning a boat l)c><:.27. 

arrived fl'om the brig Amelia, at anchor in the 
Borneo river, with the Chinese superca.rgo, who 
was severely wounded in the head with !I blow 
from un axe by another Chinaman on board 
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1846. the vessel. It appears that these Celestials had 
quarrelled on shore, and then fought, - a fine 
example to the -fierce and lawless Born~ans, among~t 
whom they had come in perilous times to open a 
peaceful and lawful commerce. The surgeon re
ported the wound to be deep, but not dangerous. 
I foresee mucb trouble with these gentry. 

»ee.3l. Dec. 31.-We have had fine weather during the 
last week for clearing the tIat, which I have called 
the" Esplanade." Our armourers, carpenters, rope· 
makers, coopers, _ all busily employed. A pier 
has been commenced, and a guard-house. A row 
of pine trees, extending for a couple of hundred 
yards, affords shelter from the sun during the day, 
and fresh water is close at hand. 

The whole of the esplanade is covered with long 
grass, and is generally swampy, with the exception 
of a strip, about forty yards in width, skiJ·ting the 
beach. This is somewhat elevated, is always dry, 
and on it our tents arc pitched. Our ships com· 
plete watcr with great faci lity. Two large br()ad . 
puncheons, sunk in the middle of the rivulet, with 
small holes bored in the sides, receive the water, 
and keep out the floating weeds and rubbish; bu t 
this stream, in the fine season, will probably be 
dry. No place call be better adapted ·for arc-fit 
than this harbour : there is five fathoms' water at 
a cable's length from the beach, and t.he natives 
all declare that tllcl'C is never any llea ill the buy, 
and no record of It gale. 

Thus has terminated the year 184·6, -a year of 
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stirring incidents, and one of exceeding interest to IS4G. 

me and my companions. For myself I have mueh 
to be thankful for, but especially for the inestima-

• 
ble blessing of health which has accompanied me 
during the whole course of our operations by sea 
and land. Would that these fcclings were un
mixed with those of regret for the loss of many 
friendll ! 

• 

• 

• 
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CHAP. XI. 

CO)l)lENCEI! Y.NT Olf 'rUE KEW YY.A!~.-D!SCon:nY O~ A SI'II!KG. 

-H. I.KESS N' CAI"!'A!N GORUON. - I'HOGnESS OF wonKS. _ 

ISLAK]) OF )!ALANKASSAN. _ )>;/I.'r)] Of' CAI>'fAIK GOIIDO);-.

SY.l,ECTlOX m' A GIlAVE. - THE lfliK£l\.l.L._SAIL lfHOl! LA · 

llUAN.-/l.l\mVAL AT SL,\(MPOHE. - ¥.XTJ<ACT 1'1(0)1 Em TIIOMAS 

COClllIA_-">;'S DlSI'ATClH;S llELA'JlVE 'l'Q SETTLEIlS IN LA!lIlA.'1. 

- LI-;T'Tl':n Y](O)I ) 'U , UIlOOKE, _ CO)lI!EHC~; 0>' TilE STnAITS, 

-O~'FlCIAL S'fATElmN'r 0>" ~'JJ£ THADE WITII BOnKEO AND 

C~;J.f:nES. _ DF.ATII OF ~m. AIREY. _ F UKf:HAI" - AHl\IVAL 

AT l'IKANG._TflE mlS ORllEm:D )!Olj£.-I'Il>;I'hJlATIQNS I'OIl 

J»;PhHTUl:f., - TilE RETUIlN TO SP1TifEAD Ut;J.,\YEU. _ 5UR

ImS]»;!1 010' IfAJJI SAlIA""'. _DECISION AS TO illS YhTE._ 

-NEWS 01' m~,\n ,\DJIIIIAJ. INGJ.E~·IELD,-'-AllRlYAJ. 010' THE 

V £ H.'\ON AND AcoaN. _ seen;TY OF I'IN.\XG. 

January L - TilE new year commences with a 
-,-- lovely morning, Thermometer 76°, and a cool 

Jan. I. 

18-17. 

. . 

J an, :!. 

breeze from the land. Part-ies, as usual, exploring 
in every direction, and at a short distance round 
Point Hamilton we discovered a beautiful spring of 
fresh water, which, though small, the natives report 
to be never dry. Several wild boars came down 
this morning from the jungle, one oCwhich was 
killed by Lieutenant Little. I dined with the gUll

room officers, and· met the young gentlemen of botll 
berths. 

Jan. 2, _ On visiting Captain Gordon to-day, I 
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fOUlld him in vcry low spirits. The surgeon in IS47. 

formed me, that he has slight fever, and should be --
careful about exposing himself to the sun. 

Jan. 4.-All progressing well with t he works 0 11 

shore, Lieutennnt Heath, assisted by l~i cutcnnnt 

Forbes, Lieut enant Harvey, and:M r. J ossling, being 
indefatigable in their labours. J am, however, much 
grieved at the conti nued indisposition of' Capt llin 
Gordon , und am sor ry to find that there nrc several 
cuses of fever and dysent.ery in the ships, arising 
from exposure. The necessary work is, howcycl', 
now over, and we must hope for a changc, the 
climate apparently being agrewbtc, and t en degrccs 
cooler than India. During the fortnight we have 
passed in the harbour the wcather has been beauti-
ful. No rain dUl'ing the day; occnsionnUy heavy 
showers at night, and land and sea breezes regular. 
The former setting in from the southward, about 
eight, l'. M. , and the latter from the northward, 
about one, l ' .M. Towards mid-day cnlm. Mornings 
and evenings cool and agreeable. Sul try dur ing 
day ; heat \'urying from 79° to 84°. 

Jan. 5. - Doctor Whipple wellt on board the 
Wolf to see Captain Gordon , whom he reported 
much better; but, on my saying that I was going' 
to visit him, he recommended his being kept quiet 
and undistul'bed for another da)' ; I trust, therefore . , 
that the commander's spirit will 1'1l11y. 

I left tIle ship in gig with the interpreter, and 
went over to the island of hlalallkassan . Found 

J :UI . 4. 

J~n. 5, 
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1847. the west side surrounded by rocks, but a fine 
- -- sandy beach, with a grassy plain, and Im'ge fir

trees, as at Labuun, I walked roupd to the bay 
at the back of the island, examining the jungle oc
casionally for water. There was plenty of marshy 
ground. Sun very hot., but a fiTle breeze, and 
after a stcady tromp of three hours, I returned 
to the sllip rather knocked up with my day's work. 
Fourteen bullocks had been brought over from 
Brune for sale, all of which :Mr. Simmonds pur
cllilsed for twenty pieces of long cloth. Found the 
officers all enjoying themselves in the tents, which 
was the general lounge after evening quarters. 
Heard from Lieut. Harvey t·hat his captain was 
better. 

J"". 6. Jan. G. _ A t nine ,\. M . I was excecdillgly shocked 
by Dr. Whipple's report, that Capt. Gordon was so 
decidedly worse this morning that he bclieveu his 
death to be imminent. I ordered my boat to be 
manned to go on board the ·Wolf; but, before this 
was done, the officer of the watch reported tllat tIle 
colours were half· mast on boaI'd that vessel. On 
reaching the Wolf I found that my much esteemed 
brothel' officer Imd bcen dead a quarter-of-an·llOur. 
How deeply I then regretted that, listening to the 
advice of my surgeon, I had postponed 'my intcnded 
visit the dav before, can only be known to myself . 

• 
I ascertained that hc had made inquil'ies after 
Hie, (Iud, 1 believe, had expressed a desire to sec 
mc, when he learnt that 1 had passed ncar tllc 
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sh ip. He had told Lieut-. Harvey some days before, 
that he should certainly invalid, as he knew the 
eoast of Borneo would not agrce with him; but he 
never imagined that he was then in n. dangerous 
state, nor lInd any one in the ship the slightest 
suspicion of it·. What !l blow to his poor father! 
an Ollly son! Nevel' was there, I believe, an officer 
more respected and beloved than poor Gordon by 
all ser ving under him; and the suddenness of his 
death is onc of those awful dispensations which 
may well cause all of us to be constantly on our 
guard ; for in so uncertain a cl imate, and with the 
services involved in it, who can say that his life 
may not next be required of him. 

I had only known Captain Gordon fl'Om the date 
of his joini ng me at Singapore two months ago, 
and f!'Om the aetiye duties we had been employed 
in, I had not seen much of him until the 24th 
December, on which day the fl ag was hoisted a t 
the island. He then dined with me, as did all the 
officers of both ships, under the tent, with the 
native princes, and during the evening we strolled 
O)lt, and taking a position on the sea. shore, we 
conversed until a late hour of England anu of 
home. lie also dined with me the next day 
(Christmas Day) to meet aU my Offi CC1'S, and was 
in good 'Spirits. On the following dny he dined 
with me alonc, when he was not so cheel'ful, and on 
the 28th I dined with him on bourd th e Wolf, all 

deck, when he appeared perfectly well. It was 
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several days afterwards, that the surgeon declared 
his complaint to be fever. Upon hearing this I 
offered totnke him in the Iris to Singapore, whither 
I should be going a fortnight lienee, bilt as he hoped 
to rally in a day or two he seemed to think such a 
step would not be necessary. . 

I have seen much of death and sufferi ng in my 
career through life, but I know not when I felt so 
suddenly and thoroughly shocked as on this occa
sion. There was something so melancholy, so en
tirely unexpected in the circumstnllces of his death 
tl1nt I could scarcely believe it to be a fact, and 
being on this desolate spot added to the fecling; 
but it ·was incumbent upon me to benr up. I had 
to arrange the funernl, which it was necessary 
should take place in th~ evening, and to fix upon 
the spot for the grave, for which purpose I landed 
immediately, and soon selected a secluded nook in 
t he ('-entre of a fine group of lofty trce~ with a 
running stream winding beneath them. 

At five J' . ~1. the funeral pDl·ty lande<l, and the 
remains of my brother officer were consigned to the 
grave, myself performing the burial service. The 
whole scene was most melancholy and imposing, 
and it was g ratifying to me to observe the respect· 
ful demeanour, and deep attention paid by tI1C 
ships' compnnies of the Iris and Wolf during the 
sad, but beauti ful servit'e. Many of the officers 
and seamen of the sloop, the shipmates of the de
ceased , were affected to tears, and appearcd dec ply 
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impl"CSSed with the solemnity of the occasion. At 
sunsct the fu neral party slowly wound their way 
back to the boots, find returned to the ships. I 
remained till dark over the grove with the officers 
of the Wolf, who had prepared some small shl'ubs 
to plant around the spot nolV sacred to them, for 
they aU ll nd loved and respected theil' commande!', 
and theil' g l'ief was sincere. 

Jan. 7. - I sent away U eutenant Heath to 
Brullc, with OI·ders to sec the mastel' of the Amelia, 
at anchor off the tOWIl, and ascertain whether the 
authorities were treating himself and the Chinese 
supercargocs properly. 

Jan. S._Lieutenant Heath returned from Brunc, 
and reported that the master of the English brig, 
and the rest of the people on board, were satisfied 
with theil' treatment., that the sale of t.he cargo was 
going on regulu.rly, and that a profit of a hundred 
per cent. wns anticipated. In short, as every thing 
appeared so pacific, and the heavy work at Laburln 
was completed, I deemed the time arl"ived fo r leav
ing the sloop of war on this coast, according to the 
admiral's instructions, and for proceeding myself to 
visit other parts of the station . 

In the vacancy open by the lamented decease of 
Captain Gordon, 1 have a.ppointed Lieutenant Heath 
as acting in command of the Wolf, giving 11ft .. Joss
ling nn acting order as lieutenant. 1 regretted 
placing a junior officer over Lieutenant Heard, who 
was an old and excellent officer, but ns "Licutemmt 

3JV 

1841. 

Jan_ 7. 

J'm . 8. 
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IS47. Heath had been so intimately acquainted with the 
- -- intricacies of Borneo politics, knew the language, 

and was much liked by the 8u.ltan, the pangerans, 
and natives generally, on the grounds of public 
service, I shall leave him in charge of the new 

,Tan. 12. 

J~". 13. 

J '''l. 10. 

settlement during my absence. 
Jan. 12. - &lncd from Labuan for Singapore, 

leaving acting commander Heath ill charge of the 
station. Received a communication from the master 
of the merchant brig at Brune, that he had com· 
pleted his return cargo, consisting of gold dust, 
camphor, bees' wax, and peppcr. In thc afternoon, 
whilst working up along the coast, shoaled sud· 
denly from no bottom to nine fathoms, and went 
about in seven. In the evening, pusscd over the 
space on which, according to the old chart of 
Horsburg, arc situated the islands called the five 
Camodes, A squally night with rain. 

Jan, 13. - Beating along tIle coast. Discovered 
another shoal with six fathoms fourteen miles off 
shore -no bottom at forty fathoms a few hundred 
yards fl'Om it. 

Jan, IS.-We have now got fairly into the strength 
of the north-cast monsoon, and with all sail Ill'e 

leaving the Borneo coast rapidly behind us. At 
noon we passed about twelve miles to the south· 
ward of the patch of dry sand in the vicinity of the 
Luconia shoal, and arc once again dclivcred from 
the naYi.gation of unknown sens. I regret to say 
that Mr. Airey) the master, is vCI'y unwell, having 



ellAI'. XL) ARRlVAL AT SINGAl'OI!F. . 

caught the low fever which had latterly increased 
in both sh ips; the cases generally wero slight, and, 
no doubt, nrosc from cxposure to the sun and work 
on shore, liS from former reports we have no reason 
to believe that the neighbourhood of Lubuan is 
itself unhealthy . 

.Jan. HI. _ Singapore. lYe run into the roads 
last night, pitchy dark, and ancho)'ed in three and 
a half fathoms, with three fathoms at low water, 
keel just clear of the mud. Daylight showed us 
that we were in the mid;;t of the shipping, in a good 
inshore berth. 

I found an official letter awaiting me here, from 
the commander-in-chief, approving of the three ar
ticles of the treaty which I had framed for the sul
tan's consideratioll, relative to the cession of La
buan, ;llld further acquainting me, r.llat I had acted 
right in )lot allowing anyone to settle on till:! island 
until the wislles and views of her 1IIajcsty's govern
ment were distinctly ascertaine>d. 

The paragraphs of this dispatch of the com
mander-in-chief relating to this suhjed appenr to 
me to be so conclusive, and so valuable as a. refer
ence, that I copy them into my daily Journal. 
How mueh it is to be regretted, that similar in
structions had not been in force when Hong Kong 
became 0. nritish colony, where, fl'om the numerous 
claims of the first- squatters upon that island, who 
had erected buildings or acquired a title to the 
ground, nnything like uniformity in the construction 
of the town WIIS impossible, and instead of having 
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an open space or quay, as at Singapore, for the 
public, facing the water, the houses are constructed 
on the very edge of the sea, and the view of 
the harbour completely shut out, Sir Thomas 
Cochrane, after expressing the approval to which I 
have already alluded, goes on to say:-

" You have very properly intimated to those per
sons who have expressed a desire to settle in Labuan, 
that they cannot be permitted to do so, and you 
will most rigidly enforce the prohibition; and should 
any parties, in defiall(~e of it, fix themselves on the 
island, during the absence of the ships of war, you 
will have no hesitation in pulling down their erec
tions, and expelling them by force from the island. 
Any such overtures as are frequently made on the 
contemplation of new settlements, namely, that 
they will only erect temporary buildings, to be re
moved at the pleasure of government; that , they 
will require no protection, &c., you will steadily 
resist ; one g rant leads to another; the parties im
prove, and make more permanent their dwellings in 
spite of all wumings, and at last, the force of num
bers gives them a species of claim to what was 
at first denied, and frequently, most seriously em
barrass the intentions and arrangements of go_ 

vernment." 
'Vith those instructions I also received an order 

to join the flag at Pinang, and heard that illr. 
Brooke was with Sir Thomas Cochrane, on bOHrd 
the Agincourt, waiting thc arrival of real' adlllir.al 
Inglefield, in the Vernon. 
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I was glad to heal' t hat the first lieurenant of 
the Iris, T~ieutcllant Li ttle, was promoted, and also 
Lieutenan ts P atey and P a.ynter of t he Agincourt., 
for their services in Bornco; all zealous and effi
cient young officers, 

I find that some of the adverse party at Brune 
have wl'itten to their native ft'ie nds here giving a 
very distorted and untrue account of the procecd
ings of t he fl eet, and of the attack and capt ul'e of 
the capital, and asserting that the measures of Sir 
Thomas Cochra.ne were sevcre and uncalled for. 
These accounts having read Ied Mr. Brooke at 
Sarawak, he thought it advisable to g ive me not ice 
of it, with the view of my contra.d icting any false 
statements us opportunity occurred. F or this pur· 
pose he wrote me it letter, which I found awaiting 
my at'rival here, and a3 it briefly relates what oc
curred between the admiral, himself, and th e sultan, 
of which I wns myself not in a. position to know 
at the time, I will here insert it:-

"Sarawilk, DC(l(lmber 1846. 
"My DKAR M UNDY , 

" I am sorry to find tliat so many false state
ments and distorted facts of the procc<:dings of the 
squadron on thc coast of Bornco, anl of the part 
which I took with regard to the sultan's letter 

• 
and message to ,the a.dmiral, are in circulation at 
Singapore, 

"1 can give you a few details wbich you may 
not have known before, so that should anyone , , 
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1847. whose opinion is worth IIny thing make inquiries, 
--- you may be able to answer t hem. In the first 

place, it was after the admiral· had been three days 
off' the Borneo river, that in the (lV-elling, a boat, 
dispatched by the sultan, arrived alongside the 
Agincourt, bearing a letter and a verbal message 
to the purport., that if his excellency wished to see 
the sultan, he must proceed up the r iver with OM 

or two small boats only. 
" The mode of conveying the sultan's letter to 

the admiral by the hands of mean men and slaves, 
and the verbal message which accompanied it were 

direct insults, and moreover, strong suspicions were 
excited that one of the signatures to the letter was 
a forgery . These suspicions have since proved 
correct, as Muda Mohamed, the brother of the late 
Mildn. Hassim declares he was forced to append his 
seal under fear of death. 

"On the fi rst arrival of the squadron, an amicable 
message was sent to t he sultan by the admiral, in_ 
timating his intention of visit ing his highness ; and 
the simple inquiry t.o be made was, whether the 
sultan adhered to his former engagements, to which 
Muda Hassim had been a party. Our interference 
was, therefore, not in consequence of thc murder of 
the nobles, though, under the circumst.anee, this atro
cious act would naturally come under discussion. 

" The answer to thi s message was an unmeaning 
letter, sent in a manner which all men acquainted 
with native u~age would consider a gl·OSS insult. 
The allmiral proceeded up the river with about the 

• 
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same force as wIlen, on a fO l'mel' occasion, he had _ '_"_'_._ 
visited the sultan in a friendly way, I t was open 
to t·he sultan to receh'e his excellency if he thought 
fit; but, instead of doing this, as you know, he 
opened nrc on thc flag of the British admiral the 
moment it came within reach of his guns, The 
fact of the determination of the sulULn alld the 
pangerans to net hostilely against the English is 
now beyond dispute. I havc evidence before me 
from hundreds who heard tile declamtions in the 
strect-s of Brune, and Mudn ~Iohamed was fre. 
quently taunted publicly for being a Kafir and the 
friend of Europeans, and told that the E nglish 
were afraid to come to the capital, and that if they 
did they sllOuld be defE'uted. The engagements 
between the sultan and the Bl'itish government 
were st rictly 'of a national eharactel', fOr nationul 
object.s alone, and the firm policy of Sir Thomas 
Cochrane was the only one that could have retrieved 
the past. Had his excellency not acted vigorously. 
the first shipwrecked crew seeking refuge at Brune 
or its vicinity would have been murdered, and the 
labour of years been undone. 

H I observe that I am considered a monopolist 
for retaining the antimony ore. This Ol'e has long 
been a monopoly in the hands of the rulers of 
Sarilwak, itnd the, reyenue received fwm it is spent 
in impt'ovi ng the eountl)'. I certa inly am desirous 
of holding :::iul'ii.wuk on the best rerms I cun , and 
why not? The duy I should leave it, the na.tives 
would resist the authorit.y of the sultan, as most of . , 
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_ ,_,,_,_._ the other r ivers long have done; and if I wished to 
extend my possessions, I might easily do so, as 
I have been frequently offered; nnd as frequently 
have declined, the government of n11 the rivers 
between Tnnjong Barram and Tanj ong Datu, a 
coast.line three hundred miles in extent. 

" With all the pecuniary advantages supposed to 
arise from my position here, I am at the present mo_ 
ment a poorer man than when I undertook my not 
easy task, though I do hope that at some fu ture time 
it may become both advantageous and profi t:tblc. 

" Believe me 
"Very sincerely yours, 

" J. B ROOKE. 
"G. Uodney IIfundy.M 

At the close of last year, there seemed to be an 
idea amongst the mercantile body at Singapore, 
that the operations of the squadron on t.he coast of 
Borneo would have been detrimental to t he trade 
of tile straits, as it was imagined that the reg ular, 
natiye t rading prahus, not exactly comprehending 
the obj ect which the British admiral had in view, 
would take alal'ln. at t he display of fo rce in tllOsC 
seilS, Rnd would d isconti nue tlmt in tercourse wh ich 
had hithel'to proved so advnnt ng('Ous. I was, t.hepe
fore, glad to see, by the annu»1 r etu lTl, that the 
result was CX::lCtly the !'C\'erse, and tlmt, since the 
fi rst decisive blow dealt at .Mal\udu, t he native 
commerce had been rapidly incrcJlSing. T he fol· 
lowing is nil c:x t rnct from the of!i. cinl statement of 
the trade of Singnpore, ending December, 1846 : -
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" Borneo. Considerable attent ion is at present 1847. 
directed to this branch of our trade; the Prosl>cct 
is a very gratifying one, the imports and exports 
c.'Xcccding thosc of any former years." 

"Celebes. The importations have advanced 
nc~arly double those of the preceding year." 

\Vith reference to the above impOl'tunt state
ment, the public journals of Singapore remark that, 
"There is now every prospect of fL rcgular and 
progressive trade with Bornco, as the trade lias 
increased at a ratio most encouraging, and Eu
ropean fabrics have already, to a considerable ex· 
tent, supplanted native productions." 

Jan. 22. - Mr. Airey died this morning; he was Jan. 22. 

an excellent master, and good man, and is a loss to 
the ship in every way. The surgeon reports that 
he has fallen a victim to the climate of Labuan, 
and to his exposure there in exploring for coals 
and water. Thi8 is possible, but I know that my 
poor shipmate frequently was very indifferent 
about taking proper precautions, such ail changing 
clothes when wet, standing in the sun unnecessa-
rily, &c.; and therefore I am lIot prepared to say, 
that the coast of Borneo is in itself unhealthy. ln 
the afternoon the funeral took place, 1\11'. nloulc, 
the chaplain and resident minister at Singapore, 
officiating. ' The body was deposit.ed in the pic . 

• 
tu rcsque burial ground, on the gentle slope beyond 
Gove!'llmcnt Hill, all the officers and myself at· 
tending. 

Jan. 28. - Pillang. We arrived here this af. Jan. 28. 

" 
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_"_'_7_. _ ternoon, and found in the harbour-the Agincotirt, 
Dredalus, Columbine, and Nemesis. 

The commander·in·chief was· living on the hill_ 
TIel Retiro- a delightful spot, two thousand feet 
above the level of the sea, and commanding olle of 
the most beautiful prospects in the world. 

As soon as our number was made out, the ad· 
miral telegraphed" Shall be happy to see you on 
the hill, and bring blankets." The very idea of a 
temperature embracing the necessity of a blanket, 
was delightful, and as soon as possible after anchoring 
I was on shore, and, mounting one of the cele
brated poneys of this lovely island, galloped over 
t-he foul' miles of level ground, and commenced the 
ascent of the mountain. Arrived at Government
House I found Sir Thomas Cochrane and Mr. Brooke 
in the gal'den, botanizing, and llOW learnt with 
great regret that orders llad been received by the 
last mail to "send her Majesty's ship Iris imme
diately to Spithead." 

The prospect of returning home is usually agree
able, Hnd the intelligence was, doubtless, received 
by the m~ority of all on board with the greatest 
delight; but fol' myself I had become so inter
ested in the affairs of Borneo, and had looked 
forward with so lIluch pleasUl'e to re-convcying 
]\fr. Brooke to Sal"ftwakand to revisiting Labuan, 
thut t.he news wus the most unwelcome that could 
possibly lmve reached me. I found CaptainM'Quhae 
of the Dmdalus on a visit to the admiral, and with 
Mr. -Waller, the most amiable and obl igillg of sect·c· 
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t:uics, we formed n. society quite congenial to my 1841. 

own taste nnd feelings. 
Jan. 29. - I accompanied t he admiral to thc Jan. 29. 

Agincourt this morning, and immediately he got on 
board he made the general signal, II Shift topsail 
yards, bend sails and cross top-gallant yards," a rna_ 
JJoouvrc wh ich occupied thirty-three minutcs. In 
the evening I returned again to the hill. 

Feb. 1. _ To·day I received orders to consider ):'cb. 1-

myself 110 longer in CQmmand of t he squadron on 
the coast of Borneo, a.nd to prepare for sea witlt 
all d ispatch. I, therefore, returned to the ship, 
having passed three days, very agreeably, at Bel 
Retiro, where the thermometer stood at 68°, being 
nearly a difference of ten degrees to thnt on the 
plain below. 

Feb. 6. - I reported the ship )'cady for SCll, Feb.6. 

and expccted my orders to proceed immediately 
to Spithcad, when I received a communication 
from the admiral to the effect, that, in consequence 
of several cour ts-martial which it would be ne
cessary to hold, on the proper number of vessels 
being collected, he should, probably, be obliged to 
detain me till the arrival of hig successor, RcaI' 
Admiral Inglefield, now daily expected, intelligence 
having been received of the Vernon's departure from 
t.he Cape of Good Hope. This is a reprieve, and I 
now enter tain a distant hope of something turning 
up, wllieh may render necessary n further detention. 

J am endeavouring to effect an exchange with 
Captain M'Qulmc of the Da::dalus, and haw: 
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]847. poinwd out to my worthy brother officer, that as a 
married man, with a r ising family, it would be in
judicious to risk his health by 'further exposure to 
the treacherous climate of the eastern seas, whilst 
being myself unblest with tics of that tender na
ture, I felt better prcpnred to encounter the chances 
of our precarious service. Though I believe my rea· 
soning to be good, I fully expect t he gallant captain 
will stick to his own ship. 

Feb. 9. Feb. 9. _ Commander Charles Grey of t he Co· 
lumbinc, having been appoint-cd to take charge of 
Labuan, und to relieve the ·Wolf, I gave him a copy 
of my char ts and latest sU l'veys of the coast of 
Borneo. 

}'cb. 12. F eb. 12. - Lieutenant Vansittart was promoted 
'to t he Tank of commander, in Captain Gordon's va
cancy. All hopes of effecting an exchange with 
captain M'Quhae have vanished. 

]Icl.o. Ii. F eb. 17. _ The Columbine sailed for Laburm to 
relieve the Wolf. Commander Grey appears a zea
lous and active young officer, and is delighted at t he 
prospect of visiting the colony, and of taking a part 
in this Ilew thentre in the eastern world . 

Informat ion was l'eeeived a few days ago, of the 
su rrender of the famous chief Hflij i Saman , wl10 it 
will be remembered was drivell il1to tIle mountains 
from his position ill t he nIamhfl kut river. Thesnl· 
tan, in ulmouncing t his intelligence to the adm iruJ, 
CXPl"css('s his int.ention of kccpillg Ilim in tIle city 
till hc receives in st.ructions fo l' Ilis disposal, cithet· 
hy his excellency or nIr. Brooke. 
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After mature deliberation, the commander-in
ehief decided that, although this chief hnd been the 
great promoter and leading person in the lamen
table atrocities that were perpetrated last year, and 
was the most active in his hostilities against the 
squadron, stiil, the period which had since elapsed, 
and the increasing confidence and restoration . of 
order that had taken place, materially altered the 
casc, and no longer rendered his execution ne· 
cessary as an example, and captain Grey was, 
therefore, desired to wait upon the sultan, and make 
him distinctly understand, that so far as the British 
government was cOIl('.crnoo, Halii Saman, and all 
those who felt themselves compromised by late 
events, might be assured, that the past was buried 
in oblivion, and that the recollection of tllelll could 
only be revived by misconduct for the future, and 
tile sultan was further recommended by the ad
miral, to make, on his own part, an unequivocal 
declarll.tion to the same effect. 

Feb. 24. - At a quarter to four this afternoon, 
just as we were gOillg on shore for a ride, the ad
miral telegraphed, " Furl awnings, shift topmasts 
and jibboom," the ships at that time havi ng sails 
bent, and top-gallant yards across. At a quarter 
past six the top-gallant yards were across again. 
The Dmdalus and I ris were fu ll of mishnps. ]n the 
former, the bolts of the top tackle pennants drew and 
the fore topmast Cflme down by the mn, and went 
through tllc gunner's store-room. In the Iris, the 
hawsers and gil the pOl'chases carried away, and thc 
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main topmast shot down upon the quarter deck; 
fort.unately, no injury to any of the officers or crew. 

:Mar~hlJ. lffarch 11.-At length we have news of the 

March 17. 

Vernon, with the flag of Rear Admiral Inglefield. 
She was seen in the straits of Banka, a week ago, 
with the Dido 'and Acorn. 

~March 17. _ The DiUo, capta in Mux,vell, arrived 
to-day. The old ship once again at Pinang. She 
parted company with the Vernon a fortnight ago. 

Maroh 30. Jfarclt 30. _ The Yernon and Acorn arrived in 

April 5. 

the morning, and Rear-Admiral Inglefield hnme
(liately came up tho hill, and joined our party. 
He was looking remarkably well, but reported vel")' 
badly of the Yernon's sailing qualities. 

April 5. ~ This morning I received my ordel's 
to proceed with all dispatch to Spithead, and I took 
leave of the commander-in· chief, and of Mr. Brooke. 
The latter has decided on visiting England a few 
months later, so I hope we may meet again in our 
own dear land. \Vith my admiral I parted with 
sincere regret. During the last two months I had 
been constantly at Government Hous..:!, enjoying his. 
society alld hospitali ty, and a very llappy and merry 
party we werc - with rides about the mountain ill 
the afternoon, whist and chess in the evcning, and 
excursions backwards and forwards to the ship, the 
time passed rapidly. Of the inhabitants, or rather 
European residents at Pinang, I mn not able to say 
much, having been so little in the town; but tile 
officers speak warmly of the kind hospitality and 
open housc kept by ~he Hon. Mr. Ga1"iing, residcnt-

• 
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C()uncillor, and Air. Brown, of Glugorj and I myself _ "_'_'._ 
enjoyed many agreeable evenings nt the houses 
of Captain Ricards and Mr. ~I'Pherson, offi eers in 
comma.nd of the garrison and Fort. And whilst 
on the subject of leave-taking, I will here express 
how mueh I regret that I shall not have an oppor-
tunity of a.gain visiting Hong Kong, where Ire. 
ceived much kindness and hospitality from ~lajor-

General D'Aguilar, the lieutenant-governor and 
commander of the forces, and also from the re-
sident merchants, including Matheson, Kerr, Dent , 
Rawson, und other gentlemen, whose houses were 
always open to the royal navy_ 

• 

• 

• 
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CHAP. XII. 

REJ!!.RKS 0:; TlrR )SI"UW OF LA n U,IN.-GEOGUAPIliCAL P(lSITION. 

- SUl'l-:HFICLII. A1(>;A, - CIIAIL\cn;U OF TilE GUOUND. _SOlf .• 

- WOODS AND JUNO!.E. - TilE OAY.I'IIOII TIlEE. _ )UTTANS. 

- SUI'I'Ll: O~· WATER. - VJCTOUL\ "",uuoun. _ DE,ACIJED 

JSU;'S. _ CO)Il'ARISQN 0.' S IXCAl'OHE lI'lTl.I LABDAN. _ YD .. 

'rUIn: TJlA.DE._ POLICY WHlCl! SIlQULD UE PUIlSUED. - COl.l

MUNICA'rlO:;' wnn TUE WILD TRIBES 01' llonxw. _ KALL IAS 

1ll\'EH.-l'1I0Dl'Cl'IONS. -GurtA l 'ERCIIA._EXTE:->' 01' TilE 

SU1'I'I,Y. -CAllI'1I0R. _lleJ::S' _ WAX. -SUQAR-CAXES.- COF FEE. 

- BETEL. -COCOA-X UTS. _ LEECH ES. - COAL. -Al<A.LYS1S O~· 

Tnll COAL _LAUD,\.'> COAL SI:.urS. - Illi'QRTS IN DEMA:s'D AT 

}U\UKf:. - NA'HVE cumtENcr. 

1847. April 7 .-Pn'ANG. T he Wolf has arrived f rom La-
April 7. buaT], and Lieutenant Heath has rajoined the Iris ; a 

dRy later and he would have missed his passage to 
Englaud, and instead of going home first lieutenant 
of the frigate, have found himself supernumerary 
on board the Vernon. From him I have received a 
full account of all that has occurred on the coast of 
Borneo since my departure, aud from his report 
joined to my own observations, I have ·been able to 
form some estimate of the general character of our 
new settlement, and having purposely abstained 
from recording my remarks on the island of La· 
buau till my opinion had been matured by a more 

• 
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practical acquaintance with its capabili ties, I will _'_"_'_"_ 
now g ive u short account of i ts prc~nt state and 
condition, and of the advantages it presents as reo 
gartls its locality to the great producing districts 
of &rneo, and of its position as 0. naval station 
from which we may act vigorously agninst the 
pirate communities. It was during :Mr. Brooke's 
visit to Brune, in November, 1814, that Labuan 
was first offercd to the Bl'itish Government by the 
Sultan of Borneo, and in June, 1846, the Earl of 
Aberdeen, then :Minister for Foreign Affairs, o.fter 
satisfying h imself of the valuc of the (>osition, 
acquainted MI'. lirooke, that her Mo.jcsty's Govern· 
ment p roposed to adopt early steps for the occupa-
tion of the island, and for thc establishment of a 
llaval station. 

The change of Government, llOwever, took place 
about this period, when Viscount P almerstoll, im
mediately transmitted instructions to Sir Thomas 
Cochrane to take possession of Labuan, in the name 
of the Qu~n. 

The island of Labuan extends from latitude 
5° 11' N. to latitude 5" 25' N., and from longitude 
115" 10' E. to 115~ 22' E., running in a N. N. E. 
direction. It is about eleven miles in length, and 
al i ts southern extreme has a breadth of five and a 
half to six miles, from which, taking it as the base 
of a t riangle, it gradually narrows to a point o.t the 
north end. 

It contains an area of forty square miles, with a 
coast line probably of thirty miles. 
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The surface of the ground is everywhere undu
lat.ory, and the height of the highest hill about 
eighty feet. . 

The soil appears moderately good, generallya
light yellow clay and sandstone, the whole space 
being covered with a jungle composed of a great 
variety of trees, some of the largest size, and of 
much value, especially the camphor tree and the 
raMan. 

I had an opportunity of examining some of the 
fInest at the camphor trees, and was surprised at 
the nobleness of their structure. They have a 
straight stem, which rises almost perpendicular to 
the height of a humlred feet, when branches jut out ill 
every direction, covered with a thick and luxuriant 
foliage. The camphor is fOUJ.).d ill solid masses in 
different parts of the wood, and in order to obtain 
it, the trees fire cut down, and the stem and branches 
split into several pieces, when the valuable gum is 
bit by bit extracted. 

The rattans are also of the finest quality, alld arc 
in general use with the natives for cordage and the 
rigging of their prahus. Every sort of household 
furniture is made from this species of cane, ftom 
the enormous mats to the most delicate basket., 
and it is moreover exported in large qu~ntities from 
such parts of Borneo as are under a steady govern· 
roent. 

• 

Of the young cocoa and betel nuts which I 
planted some months ago, I am not able to make a 
decisivc report, sufficient time not IlilVing yet 

• 
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184.7. elapsed to form a correct opinion. I am, however, 
conscious of having neglected 'to provide efficient - -
fences to protect them from the wild hogs and deel', 
and believe they will not have fair pIny. .The 
soil itself is everywhere adapted to the growth of 
all descl'iption of palms. Flowers of many species 
appear to grow luxuriantly in the jungle, and pa-
rasitic plants are so numerous, as to threaten the 
destruction of the larger trees by their treacherou s 
embrnce. 

There IHw always becn a doubt respecting the 
supply of fl'esh water on the island, and fears were 
cntertailled that during the dry season very little, 
if any, would be obtained, as it was well known 
that the rivulet which flowed through a pot·tion of 
the cleared ground on Poin't Pasley, Wl1S the drain
age of the swamps from the_distant marshes in the 
jUllgk, I um able, however, to state, after a care
ful examina.tion of every part of the island, that 
thel'e are two streams which we have every reason 
to bclic\'e never fail throughout the year, the one 
being a large body of beautiful water, which falls 
in a casende perpendicularly over a rock at the 
north point into the sea below, and underneath 
which a. boat may ride alld take in a supply; and 
the other is a small stream whose mouth is opposite 
the small rocky islet on the west side of the island, 
There is also il small spring round Point Hamilton , 
but this I believe is influelleed by the seasons. 

Whilst our ships were at anchor in Victoria Bay, 
ft'om December to April, we received Oil o.n average 
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twelve tnllS of water per diem from wells dug in 
the vicinity of the flag-staff. Some of this water 
has now been two months in the hold, and is as 
good as ever; but of course, from the manner or 
collecting it in pits dug a few feet below the surfaee 
of the sand, it cannot be so pure as the watcr of 
the springs on t.he more dist-ant parts of the island. 

T he entrance of Victoria harbour is about fifteen 
miles from the entrance of the Brune river, with 
good anchorage three or four miles distant from 
either shore. The detached islet of Daat is ad· 
mirably adapted for a fortified position, as it com
pletely commands the harbour channel. 

A martello tower erected here would be the 
best sort of defence. 

On Malankassan and Kuraman islets there are 
fine t.rees, and on the latt er a permanent stream of 
good water. 

The seas aronnd abound in fish of various kind, 
and turtles are numerous. 

Wild pigs and deer were occasionally met with ; 
but we saw very few birds excepting pigeons, wild 
fowl, and birds of prey. L arge bats, and fly ing 
squirrels were also seen in the dusk of the evening. 

Labuan has llever been regularly inhabited, and 
no attempt has been made to cultiv.ate its soil. 
There is, however, every reason to believe that it 
i~ equal, if not superior to that of Singapore, and 
as these t wo insular possessions must, from their 
position, necessarily hold much commercial inter
cou rse, and I trust from this circumstance be mu-
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tually beneficial to each other, a few remarks on 
their relative merits may not be out of place. 

The sudden growth of Singapore from a nest of 
pi l'll.tcs to a rich, mercantile emporium, has raised 
the supposition that the colony of Lnbuan will, 
with similar treatment, prove equally prosperous, 
and, moreover, that its prosperity will be equally 
sudden . A comparison of the circumstances at
tending ,.he early days of Singapore with those of 
Labuan will, however, show that sueh is not likely 
to be the case, but that the growth of Labuan will 
be more grndual and less dazzling. Singaporo 

,owes its prosperity, as much to the ill-advised 
measures of the Dutch, as to the sagacity of 
Sir Stamford Raffies ; it was the strong contrast 
between Dutch rapacity and English liberality, 
which told in its favour. Singapore was like a 
shop opened in a crowded thoroughfare, where 
there had been previously no shops, whilst Labuan 
may be compared to the same shop opened in the 
same thoroughfare, but, with the disndvantage of 
eager rivals in its neighbourhood. In former days., 
the Dutch loaded the native traders with heavy 
harbour dues and all sorts of exactions ; but they 
have now in some measure throwu open their 
ports, and are endeavouring to rival us in. liberal 
offers to natrve traders, at least the journals of 
Batavia. announce that Makassar will henceforth be 
a free port; but even if the Dut-ch are sincere in 
this intention, the new regulations will probably be 
fettered by some additional clauses ,yh ich will . , 
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After mature deliberation, the commander-in
ehief decided that, although this chief hnd been the 
great promoter and leading person in the lamen
table atrocities that were perpetrated last year, and 
was the most active in his hostilities against the 
squadron, stiil, the period which had since elapsed, 
and the increasing confidence and restoration . of 
order that had taken place, materially altered the 
casc, and no longer rendered his execution ne· 
cessary as an example, and captain Grey was, 
therefore, desired to wait upon the sultan, and make 
him distinctly understand, that so far as the British 
government was cOIl('.crnoo, Halii Saman, and all 
those who felt themselves compromised by late 
events, might be assured, that the past was buried 
in oblivion, and that the recollection of tllelll could 
only be revived by misconduct for the future, and 
tile sultan was further recommended by the ad
miral, to make, on his own part, an unequivocal 
declarll.tion to the same effect. 

Feb. 24. - At a quarter to four this afternoon, 
just as we were gOillg on shore for a ride, the ad
miral telegraphed, " Furl awnings, shift topmasts 
and jibboom," the ships at that time havi ng sails 
bent, and top-gallant yards across. At a quarter 
past six the top-gallant yards were across again. 
The Dmdalus and I ris were fu ll of mishnps. ]n the 
former, the bolts of the top tackle pennants drew and 
the fore topmast Cflme down by the mn, and went 
through tllc gunner's store-room. In the Iris, the 
hawsers and gil the pOl'chases carried away, and thc 

33L 

1847. 

Feb. N. 



CIIAr. XIL] }"H1EXIlLY nISPOSlTiO" O~' TH E NATlVF...'). 341 

of Februar'y, They insisted upon the boats' crews 1841. 

looding their boats with cocoa nuts, whilst presents -~~ 
of ducks and fowls, and honey, were poured in 
upon the officers. These were people who had 
never before scen a European. Much, however, 
will depend upon the conduct of those employed 
in these expeditions; first impressions are always 
the most lasting, and those who arc the first to 
communicate with the Dew tribes of the interior, 
will, for a long time to come, be looked upon as 
the type of their countrymen; they cannot be 
therefore too careful to leave a good name behind 
them. 

The inhabitants of Kallias are the nearest neigh
bours of Labuan, and we obmin a great portion of 
our supplies from them. The river is brooder and 
deeper than t.he Sarii.wak, wit.h about two fathoms 
over the bar, the town being thirty-foul' miles 
from the entrance, and from thence the river con 
tinues undel" the name of Kapaln Panyu or turtle's 
head, until it enters the sea west of QuaUalama and 
) Ionti Rowan, thus making all the land forming 
the cast side of the Labuan channel an island. 
There arc two other towns on the banks, viz. Karu
Iron and Garamak, the inhabitants being about 
seven or eight thousand. Pepper and rice are the 
staple commodities. 

• 
There is no doubt that the friendliness of those 

llatives with whom we have as yet beeome ae
quainted is mainly attributable to the exploring 
visits which we made in the Phlegetiron, and all 

"' 
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who have known Ur. Brooke in this country will 
consider that his kind-heartedncss and urbanity 
are the mo.in springs of the extraordinary success 
which attends all his dealings with savages, and his 
example cannot be too closely followed by those 
whose duty it may become to conduct such ex· 
peditions. 

The principal products of the north-west coast 
of Borneo are sago, pepper, r ice, bees' wax, camphor, 
birds' nests, tortoiseshell, betel-nuts, cocoa-nuts, 
coal, and other mineral and vegetable productions, 
such as gutta percha, vegetable wax, timber of 
first quality, oils, ebony wood, &c.; but when 
there shall be confidence given to the natives, 
and security to the European capitalist, this island 
will become the natural field for the growth of 
cotton, sugar, coffee, and other tropical produc
tions, free labour being abundant and cheap (com
pared with the labour of slave states) both from 
China and India, the labourers coming and re
turning with their free will and without clifficulty ; 
at present, production is rccluced to the lowest 
point from oppression and bad govel'nment, and 
the great object to be attained is t he clevelopment 
of its resources. 

Sago will probably be the principal article of 
export: it is grown in great quantities in various 
places on the marshy banks of rivers, and is a 
small shrub, avemging from twenty to thirty feet 
in height, having a rough bark covered with im· 
mense thorns which act as a protection Ilgainst the 
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wild a.nimals of the j ungle. L ike the elder-Ix-r ry 
tree of E ngland, it contains a soft pith in the 
centre of the trunk, and from this t he sago is 
made. 

I have soon quantities of it on board the native 
prahus which ply on the coast from Ambong to 
Brune, stowed in bulk in the hold in rough globules 
about the si1;e of a pea. The Borneans are great 
adepts at its manufacture, and its price in the 
Sillgaporc market is very high. 

In fOl'lUer days pepper was the sta.ple commodity 
of Borneo, and fetched a large price at Singapore ; 
but it has gradually dwindled away to a price so 
unremunerative to the grower, that its cultivation 
is fast Ix-ing abandoned. Rice is the common food 
of the population at large, and is generally pre
ferred to sago. Considerable quantities were found 
in store during our expedition into the interior, 
in pursuit of the sultan, and also in the Ma.mbakut 
and other rivers; and the modern history of Sarti
wak shows that Borneo, under good government, 
will probably become an exporter of that staff of 
Eastern life. 

Gutta pereha is a remarkable example of the 
rapidity with which a really useful invention 
becomes of importance to the English public. A 
year ago it 'was almost unknown, but now its 
peculiar properties are daily being made available 
in some new branch of the useful or ornamental 
arts. The history of its introduction should urge 
the new colonists of Labllan to push with energy 
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t.heir researches into the fl.'I yet almost untrodden 
path of Bornean botany. 
- Dr. Oxley, of Singapore, has furnished the most 

complete description which has "yet been published 
of the tree, and the mUDncr in which its gum is 
collected by the natives. He describes the tree liS 

being sixty or seventy f~t in height, and two or 
three feet in diameter at the base; it is most com
monly found in alluvial tracts, at t.he foot of the 
hills. In order to obtain the gum, the trees, when 
full grown, are cut down, and circuhl' incisions 
nre made in the bark at distances of from twelve to 
eighteen inches; the mp which exudes is collected 
in cocoa-nut shells, or other basins, und is then 
boiled, in order to clear it of water, and to in
spissate it. One tree will produce from six to 
twenty-five pounds weight of the gum. Its coloul', 
when pure, is greyish-white; the reddish hue is 
occasioned by the pieces of bark which tumble into 
the boiling mixture; it is usually much adul
terated, but can be eMily purified by boilillg it in 
water, and then rolling it fiat, and picking out the 
impurities. Gutta perclla is not affected by boil
ing alcohol, but is readily dissolved in boiling 
spirits of turpentine; also in naphtlla, or coal tar. 
\Vhen immersed for a few minutes in water above 
1500 Fahrenheit, it becomes plastic, and may be 
moulded into any shape, which it will retain when 
cooled . This pJ'operty has led Dr. Oxley to apply 
it with success, instead of splints and bandages, in 
the setting of broken Jimbs. 

-
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It is already extensively used in England for _'_"_' "_ 
soles of boots and shoes, and for d riving bands in 
machinery ; it bids fail' also to supel'scde nIl otller 
materials in tile manufacture of picture-frames, 
Qnd otl1er ornamenml mouldings_ T he extent to 
which this gum may be obtained in the neigh
bourhood of Lubuan is as yet unknown; but it i$ 
to be hop<-.J that the extravagant manner of col-
lecting it adopted in the Straits of Malacca may 
be avoided in the new settlement, and that the na-
tives may be early tnugllt the impolicy of wasting 
this valuable material in so improvident a manner. 

The camphor of Borneo is of that sor t called 
<I barus;" it sells in Singapore at thirty-thr(!e 
dollars per cat ty for the Chinese market _ 

Bees' wax, birds' nests, and tortoise-shells, are 
plentiful; but as they vary much in quality, it is 
impossible to quote their market price; a further 
intercourse with t he interior will probably greatly 
increase the quantity of bees' wax for exportation , 

Sugar-cane is grown ; but both its cultivation 
and its manufacture are rude and unscientillc, 
though it is very probable that at a future day it 
will g ive large returns to the European capitalist_ 

Coffee is mol'(! rarely planted ; the orang-kayo. 
of Kimanis was, however, when the Iris left the 
station, about to commence its cultivation, with a 
view to the Labuan market_ 

Betel and cocoa-nuts arc largely planted, and 
may be increased to any amount; coCOll.-nut oil is 
even now made for exportn.tion. 
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lS47. It may, perhaps, be thought very speculative to 
- -- consider the chances of leeches becoming an article 

of export; but they are so very plentiful, and so 
valuable a remedy in the diseases peculiar to those 
climates, that an improved state of t.he medicinal 
art in these countries might cause a demand for 
them in China, and in these days of inter-com
munication, some good market will surely be found 
for so useful an article, which may be got for 
nothing; they abound most in the coun,try about 
Kimanis and Benoni. 

Whilst the I ris was at anchor off the former 
river, the surgeon being anxious to rcDCw his 
stock of leeches, one of the officers, who was going 
to visit the village, was furnished with a supply 
of long cloth, wherewith to obtain them. On his 
arrival at the orang-kaya's house, he stated his 
wants, and offered a yard of long cloth (value four 
pence) for every hundred. Off started all the little 
boys in t,he place, in great glee at the prospect 
of obtaining such riches, and, in less than a 
quarter-of-an-hour, returned with cocoa-nut· shells 
full of fine large leeches. On inquiry, it was 
found that they waded into certain marshes and 
pools near the river's banks, aud thus took ad· 
vantage of the animal's appetite to capture them. 

Coal is the last· article in Out' list, but it is 
certainly, politically (and pedlaps also commer
cially), t he most important of nIL It has been 
found in several places ncar the Brllllc r ive]', and 
also on the island of Lahuan. The Hall. Company's 
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stcarp.er Nemesis was recently coaled from the 
seam discovered by L ieutenant Heath in the latter 
place, and the engineers report it to be the best 
(.'oa1 fOl' steaming purposes which they have met 
with in India, its chief merit being an absence of 
clinking, and the little necessity for raking or 
poking, besides which it has the advantage of 
leaving only a small quantity of light white ash, 
and is cleared out with comparative facility . 

This coal was first noticed cropping out from 
the westcl'n shore in :March, 18·15, as described in 
Mr. Brooke's journal, and a. large specimen of it 
was forwardl.'<1 to the .Museum of P ractical Geology 
in the following July, which, upon analysis, was 
found to contnin_ 

Pori .. 

Carbon 4'52. 
Hydrogen 4·74, 
Sulphur 1'45. 
Nitrogen 0'80. 
Oxygen 20'75, 
Ash", 7'74. 

100·00. 

Dr. Lyon Playfair, by whom this analysis was 
effected, has, ' by a late communication made to the 
Earl of Auckland, mentioned the probability that 
the specimen analysed might not be a fail' sample 
of the Labuan coal~ and certainly. when we con
sider that the mass, when it was detached, rose 
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through the sands like any other rock, and might 
have been subject to the influence of the sea for a 
length of time, we cannot expect it to be a fair 
specimen; at the same time its' occurrence on the 
shore, unrcmoved by the action of the breakers, 
and its firm condition after so long a transport in 
part upon the back of a camel from Suez across 
the desert, prove a great degree of hardness, a 
quality of importance when employed for steamers. 
An analysis was also made (by Richardson) of a 
variety of parrot, or canal coal, sent from Edin
burgh to this museum, which was found to re
semble Labuan coal more than the Newcastle. -It is now ascertained that the Labuan coal-seams 
merely form portions of the great beds which were 
discovered by Sir Thomas Cochrane and :Mr. Brooke, 
and which are themselves the continuation of the 
eleven and three· feet beds which cross the Kiangi 
stream, at a very short distance from the city of 
Brunc. It is curious that these two beds, which 
nearly join each other, should be so different in 
composition, as will be seen by the following 

analysis: -

Carbon 
Hydrogen 
Sulphur 
Nitrogen 
Oxygen 
Ashes 

-

-
-

" r ... bed_ 

70·3 
[i·4 
,-2 
0·7 

20·0 
3-2 

] 00.0 

"f. d bcd . 

54·3 
5·0 

. 1·1 
1-0 

24·2 
14·3 

100.0 
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It will be observed that the cleven·feet bed is much 1841. 

t he best as to ashes. 
In continuation of these remarks, I will add, that 

Sir Henry de la Beche has further expressed his 
opin ion, that the coal of Labuan should be system
atically and cnrefully worked, so that a husty and 
inconsiderate extraction, near the surface, lnay not 
impede or damage subsequent workings at greater 
depth. A dip of 24°, and a nine·feet bed, arc con
ditions for much care while under them, but with 
due precautions a large amount of coal might be 
obtained in the distance from which t he cool·bed is 
supposed to run. 

Should there ever be another war, the command 
of this coni district will be of vast importance; and 
in the mean time, the quickly increasing numbers 
of steamers in the neighbouring seas will probably 
(lraw their supplies from thence. The priee of coal 
at Singupore and Hong Kong, at presenf, uvemges 
from thirty to thirty· five shillings a ton; wllilst the 
coal from the bed on Lubuan, notwithstanding the 
disadvantage of bad tools and unscientific arrange
ment, is now supplied to our war swamers at seven
tccn shillings ; a calculation has also been Illade, that 
the coal from the mainland may be stacked on the 
l'iver's bank, ready for shipping, at six shillings a 
ton, which ;will probably be abollt the price to 
which the La.buan coal will eventually fall. I t is, 
moreover, probable that, in a country whose surface 
is covered with vegetation, and whose inhabitants 
are, from the a.bundance of firewood , unacquainted 

-
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even with the use of coal, there are many outcrop
ping seams still undiscovered, which will reward a 
careful and diligent searcher. Lieutenant Gordon, 
in his recent examination of Pula . Tiga, found 
evidence of the neighbourhood of coal-fields_ 

The imports at present in demand at Brune, are 
longcloths, coarse crockery, iron pans, called qnal
lies, bar-iron, brass-wire, salt, and gambiers; to 
which may be added, firearms of all descriptions. 

The sman currency of the town of Brune, for 
marketing purposes, consists of square pieces of 
bar-iron; but the natives are well acquainted with 
dollars, and, in some cases, prefer them to their 
value in cloth. 

The pikul and the cutty are the weights of the 
country : the pikul is equal to 100 cutties, eaeh 
cutty being It pound, avoirdupois. The yard and 
the fathom arc used in measuring. 

The brig Amelia was the first trading vessel 
which arrived on the coast subsequent to Sir 
Thomas Cochrane's recent operations. She was 
cbartered by Baha Rinting, one of that enterprising 
race, the straits Chinamen, who are the descendants, 
by lIIalay mothers, of the la.st generation of China
men, which emigrated to our various settlements in 
the straits of 1Ilalacca and Singapore. As I strictly 
prohibited settling at Labuan, he took' his brig up 
to the town of Brune, and there opened a harter 
traffic, with eager customers. He describes the 
natives as remarkably well behaved; their curiosity 
was a hinderance for the first few days, but that 



CII.'~. XII.] FUTUltE SPREAD OF CIVU.ISATiOl<. 

soon wore off'. The prices obtained by 11im werc 
liS follows; but it must be recollected, thnt being 
t he first in the fi eld, he received the reward due to 
his enterpriSe, in higher prices than can be reckoned 
on for the future. 

1 Pikul gambier = 3 pikuls black peppe'" 
1 Picce belncho cloth = 5t pikuls sago. 
8~ Pieces belacho cloth = 1 pikul bees' wax. 

Bclacho cloth is a species of coarse nankeen well 
known at Singapore. 

In connection with thc probable prospect of La
buan t.rado, it may be mentioned, that in former 
days, large junks of 500 tons were built at Brune. 
Labuan offers good inducements to Chinesc ship 
builders; timber well suited for the purpose, and 
dammer, a. sort of resin, used instead of pitch, 
abound on the island . The protection afforded by 
the English Government, and the excellence of 
Victoria Harbour, will leave little wanting but 
Chinese skill and industry to reviVe this ancient 
source of prosperity. 

As the spread of civilisation, and the cxtension 
of British commerce, are the principal induce
ments to colonising Labuan, let us hope, that these 
twin daughters of Britain may advance, hand in 
hand, amongst the, 3S yet, untutored children of 
Borneo. . 
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CHAP. XUT. 

SUCCt:SS OF SIR THOMAS COClillA"E'S I'(lLlCY. _ lIUS SAILS }'Oll 

ENGLAND._CA,PE 01' GOOD lIOPE. -ST. 1lI!:LEN.!. . -ASCJ::1<SlON. 

-AHR.lVE AT SPlTlIEAD.-lNTIILLlOENCE I'ROlI BOR.'1EO._~1R. 

lIROOI(£ AT :CRUN~-ACTlON OF TIn: l.' El!ESIS Al.'D "ALAXIXI 

PI~TES. - GALL ........... T OOXDUCT OF COlIl[AlWJ::lt GREY. - AD' 

~nRAl<U: DEltE"CF; 01' TilE PIRATES. _ TIIEIR Dl>I'EAT. -1<1,;

LEASE OF CAPTIVES. -EXECUTIOl; Ok' PIRAn:S BY TlIE SUL

TAl •• _ )IR. BROOKE RETUHX5 TO SAR.\WAlI:. _EMBARKS YOII 

>:"OI.,\,"'D. - DETE:>lTIOX AT CEYLOY. - AnnJYJ;S AT SOUTlI

A.lIl'TOX, AI"TEH AN ABSENCE O}' NI"E H:A.RS. _REMAlffiS ON 

lIR. I<1tooKE 'S CAII>;EI1- - n.AnEIliNC JlECEI'TION IN EXCf,ANl>. 

-VISIT TO 1)1;1\ )'AJES'lY AT W\. ... OSOR. - AI'I'OINT\:D GO

VER.';"OR AND CO:UMA"DF.R·1N-CI!IE~· AT LAll!;AN . -HECElVES 

1'111> 1'I<I;ImOM O~· TilE CITY OF LONDON. _ ~lISSI0NA11Y J.!U:T_ 

1~'GS. -CONCLUSiOX. 

IS41. P1NANG, During my stay in this harbour I have had 
the opportunity of looking over the English journals 
and periodicals at the public library, and I observe 
therein many mistakes relative to the late policy 
pursued in regard to Borneo, and th? consequent 
operations on the north-west coast by the British 
fleet under the orders of Hear Admiral Sir Thomas 
Cochrane, which these journals reprvsent to llR\'e 
been the result of the opinion and advice of the 
Governor General of India. 

The fact, howevel', is exactly the reverse, as 
Lord Hardinge, occupied by the momentous state 

• 
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of affairs of northern India, and holding his court 1847. 

at Simlll, was necessari ly quite ignorant both of the - - 
plans und intentions of the naval commander-in-
ch ief, to whose firm and energetic policy the late 
commercial prosperity and establishment of secu-
ri ty on the Homeo coast is solely attributable, and 
who, foreseeing the danger of waiting for definite 
instructions from home, took upon himself the 
great responsibility of acting at once vigorously 
against tIle sultan, and thereby (as mentioned in 
thejournnlsof Mr. Brooke) "prevented the rctro-
gression to barbarism of the nat ive community, 
and sccured the rising commerce of the great island 
of Borneo." 

Objects are not frequently seen through a similar 
medium at 14,000 miles' distance as when close at 
hand, aud vicarious duties are, moreover, burdened 
with the risk of not being exactly 1>c)·fOl'med in the 
manner that t-he ruling powers in Downing Street 
and the Admiralty would wish; it must, t herefore, 
have been a source of much gratification to the 
commander-in-chief to have heard that both his 
policy and plan of operat ions had met with the 
approval of her Majesty's government, 

I also observe that some of the minor periodicals 
to the eastward of the Cape are inclined to dwell 
unfail'ly on thq loss of life which has been occa
sioned by the admiral's proceedings 011 the coast of 
Borneo, and they seem to imagine t.hnt the sume 
happy results might have been obtained by a dif
ferent line of action, When, however, the nature 
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_'_"_7_, _ of the service, the climate, and the necessity of 
combined operations on so extensive a coast are 
maturely considered, I am fully persuaded that we 
have every reason to be thmikful that we have not 
to deplore the loss of a still greater number of 
valuable lives. 

}Jay 23. 

The total amount of casualties during the several 
expeditions undertaken by Sir Thomas Cochrane, 
amounts to about fifteen killed and forty-five 
wounded, to which we may add, between twenty 
and thirty morc, inclusive of six officers WllO fen 
victims to the climate, a total whieh surely may be 
considered less thl'm could ha~e been anticipated, 
when the necessity of acting against tile pirate com
munities' and subsequently against the sultan, was 
at first resolved upon, and certainly it was t.he 
general opinion of all engaged in forcing the bat· 
teries of the river Brunc, that the plan of attack 
adopted by the admiral alone prevented a heavy 
loss to the naval forces engaged in that service. 

May 23.-Simon's Bay, Cape of Good Hope. I 
took my departure from Acheen Head, Sumatra, 
on the 12th of April (a memorable day in my 
family), and after a passage of forty-one days, ar
rived here yesterday, and .found in the anchorage 
the President, 50, Captain Stanley, with the flag 
of Rear Admiral Daeres, and the steamers Spiteful 
and Rosamond. 

I was glad to have this opportunity of renew· 
ing my acquaintance with the eommandcr-in-chi?f, 
wllOm I had lIOt seen fOJ' many years. I foulldhnu 

• 
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busily engaged about the arrangements for the _ '_' _"_._ 
light-house on Cape Agulhas, and nnxiously ex-
pecting news from the frontier relative to the 
l(affrc war, which, from existing ci rcumstances, 
appeared little likely to be brought to tl. speL-dy 
tcrmination. 

May 29. _ The Spiteful steamed away to-day at 
noon for Spithead. She will have three doys' start of 
the I ris. Yet I have been bold enough to make a 
small bet with my young friend, Sir William Haste, 
her intelligent commander, that I shalllllnd in E ng-
land before him; he calculates on gaining several 
days by working out syst.cmatically a plan of his 
own for reducing the expendit.ure of fuel, and 
whicll, I understand, he has already t ried success-
fully in the Indian seas. 

June 1. - This morning I sailed from Simon's 
Bay, having passed nine days there very agreeably, 
fi nding at nil t imes a hearty welcome at the hos-
pitable mansion of the commander-in-chief, and 
enjoying much the enlivening society of bis amiable 
family. I passed a couple of days at Cape Town, 
and rencwed my acquaintance with Mr. Montagu, 
the Colonial Secretary, from whom I received much 
inst.ructive information relat ive to the colony, and 
the protracted war against t.he Kaffres. 

June 13. - S~ . Helena. I anellored here on the 
11th) and found that the Spiteful had arrived two 
days before me, and after a stay of eight hours to 
tAke in coal, started for Ascension. I shall follow .. , 

June 1. 

J une 13, 
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to-morrow, having completed water, and received 
on board stores for the commodore's squadron on 
the coast of Africa. 

June 19. -Ascension. After thoroughly enjoy
ing a couple of quiet days at Plantation House 
with the Governor, General Sir Patrick Ross and 
fami ly, I sailed from St. Helena on the 14th, and 
was glad on my arrival here to find the Penelope 
bearing the broad pennant of Commodore Sir 
Charles Ratham, K. C. E., at anchor in the roads. 
I was doubly pleased at thus unexpectedly meeting 
with an old friend and brother collegian, as it gave 
me the opportunity of congratulating him on his 
brilliant successes in the river Parana, and on the 
distinguished marks of favour which he had re
ceived from her Majesty. 

The island of Ascension presented a very dif
ferent aspect to that which I remembered four 
years ago. It was then a hot bed of discontent, 
with irregularity and disorder pervading . every de
partment of the government; whereas now, under 
the able superintendence of Captain Hutton of the 
royal navy, its various branches had undergone a 
thorough renovation; and a ready desire WflS mani· 
fested to afford all the assistance that the limited 
means of the settlement would admit of. 

I found that the Spiteful had departed the 
evening previous to our arrival, so we are _ close 
upon her heels; but as she was obliged to leave 
the island thirty tons short of coal, she starts at a 
disadvantage on the long voyage to the chanlleL 

• 



C'IAI'. XIII.] NEWS ERO)I nOn NF.o. 357 

June 21. _ I remained two days at Ascension, 1s.t1. 

and learnt from mauy quarters that- the African J~lle 21. 

squadron was in high order; that many of the 
cruiscrs had been very successful in captUl'ing sla-
vers; but that not.withstanding these efforts, the 
slave trade was mueh on the increase. 

&pt. 1. - We reached Spithead on the 2Gth of Sept. 1. 

July, and found that the Spiteful had anchored 
there just a week before us; consequently her com
mander is the winner of the wager. I found , on 
examining the logs, that we had passed the Western 
Islands only twenty-four hours after "the steamer, 
from which date we had contrary winds. How
ever, I confess that on this occasion Sir William 
Hoste's plan of using the expansive gear triumphed 
even over the weatherly qualities of the I ris . But 
it is now time that I should again refer to the 
affairs of Borneo, for it was at the period in which 
I am now writing that the o\"crland mail from 
India and CIUna reached this country, bl'inging 
the dates from SaL'uwak and Labuan to the begin
ning of June; and as by this opportunity I lefLl'ned 
from my friend Brooke that he was about to leave 
his adopted country and revisit England for a few 
months, I will here give an accouut of his move
ments and proceedings since we parted company at 
Pinang early in ,April. 

In the course of th!iot month :Mr. Brooke pro
ceeded to Singapore, where he prepared additional 
articles to L\ treaty which had been forwarded to 
him by the British Government for the arrange-. ., 
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mcnt of the commercial relations between Great 
Britain and Borneo ; and he subseque~tly returned 
to Sarawak, where he found that, dur ing his ab
ilence of four months, nothing had occur red to 
disturb the growing prosperity of the ·colony. The 
Sakar ran Dyub had, however, at one period, shown 
a disposit ion to send a division of their fleet to 
sea; but, on the intimation that they would not be 
allowed to pass t hrough the narrows at a fortified 
position belonging to one of the chiefs friendly to the 
English rajah, thc attempt was abandoned. From 
late information, it appears probable that these 
gentry may have intended to form a j unction with 
a small division of t he Balanini pirate fleet , which 
was at this t ime known to be in the neighbour
hood, as accounts of their dar ing and successful 
attacks upon several villages near the Dutch settle
ments, to the southward of Lin tin, had reuched 
Sarawak not long before. Of the formidable op
ponent which these Balaninis subsequently encoun
tered, pUl·ticula rs will shor tly be given; and pos
sibly, for ages to come, the courage displayed, as 
well as t he fatal results of their first acquaintance 
with the stearn power of the West, will be tra
di t ionally recorded by their descendxnts. 

In the middle of .May :Mr_ Brooke embarked on 
board t he I-Ion . Company's stcumel- Nemesis, and 
proceeded to I .. abuan. On arrival in Victoria 
Harbour, he found her l\fajesty's brigs Columbine 
and Royulist , when t.heit- commanders, Captain 
Charles Grey and Lielltennnt Gordon, put them-
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scl\'es on ooard the steamer, and, taking a small 
party of marines as all CSCOI·t for Mr. Brooke, she 
erossed over to the Borneo r iver, and went on 
direct to Brune. 

After the usual deliberations and dcln.ys from 
native indolence, and from the opposition of the 
remnant of the turbulent party, the sultan's seal 
was affixed to the commercial treaty, and in thc 
evening of the 20th of May, Mr. Brooke took leave 
of his Highness and the pangel'ans, and at t he same 
time Lieutenant Gordon, anxious to return as 
quickly as possible to his vessel, pr<XXleded in his 
gig direct to Labuan. 

It was on the following morning after daylight, 
that the Nemesis left hcr anchorage off the city of 
BruTle ; and at 7h . 30m. A. M., when a short distance 
beyond Cherimon Island, having got on the edge 
of the bank, she rcduced her speed, and was engaged 
in extricating herself from this narrow channel, 
when a canoe, passing by, hailed her, and gave in
formation of a fl eet of pirates being in the offing, 
whicb, according to the statement of the affrighted 
crew, had chased them the previous evening into 
the entrance of the river. 

Full power was immediately put on the steamer, 
and at Oh. 30m., whilst rounding Moarra. Point 
the pirate ve!jscls, cleven in numbcr, wel'e seen 
from the masthead in full chase of a fi shing-boat, 
which was endeavouring to escape towards Labuan. 
The N em~sis, so well known for ht!r !l.Ctivc services 
in China, had at this time a complement of eighty ... 
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IS47. men (officers included), the wIlDIe of the crew being 
--- English with the exception of six, Twenty-t.hree 

men, including eight marines, were also on board 
her from the Columbine, wit.h Commander Charles 
Grey. 

So 800n as the pirates discovered the steamer 
they relinquished the chase, and altering their 
course, pulled away to the westward directly across 
the extensive Moarra Shoal, whilst, owing to the 
small depth of water over it, the Nemesis was 
obliged to make the round of three or four miles 
before she could steer in the direction taken by the 
prahus. 

About eleven A. M., Mr. Brooke clearly made out 
the strangers to be regular Balanini pirates, and 
acquainted Commander Grey and :l\Ir. 'VaUagc with 
the character of the enemy they were about to 
engage. At noon, the pil'iltes observing tJlat the 
steamer was coming up with them rapidly, and 
that escape was impossible, determined to take up 
t.he best position for defence, and accordingly run in 
for the shore neal' the island of Pilungan, and when 
within a few yards of the beach in a small bay, 
they anchored in line with their heads to seaward, 
about ten yards apart., and joining the prahus 
togetller with hawsers, awaited the approach of 
their novel and formidable opponent. 

At one 1'. ~r. the Nemesis, having arrived within 
a few hundred yards of the enemy, with less than 
two fa thoms' water and a heavy ground swell, 
lOll'cred her boat, and i'lTr. Wallage was in t.hc net of 
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sendi ng her away, under the orders of Mr. Scott, ISH. 

paymaster and purser, (who voluntccl"Cd for this 
dangerous service,) to cnter into 0. parley with the 
strangers, when the pimtes put a stop to such a 
measure, by open ing their fire !lIong the whole 
extent of tllCir line, by which one man WitS I,{il lcd 
on board the Nemesis. The nrc was quickly reo 
tUl'ncd from the steamer, and the action became 
general; the Nemesis moving at the distance of 
200 yards from one extreme of the position to the 
other, pouring in round shot, grape, and canister, 
from her two thirty-pounders, which, with four 
long-sixes, composed her armament. After two 
hours' cannonade, several of the pirate prahus were 
considcrnbly damaged, and pllrtiully deserted by 
tl1c crews, and there appearing to be a general 
confusion nmongst them, Captain Grey deemed that 
the moment had arrived for making a clash with the 
boats; nnd, accordingly, shoving off with the cutter 
of the Columbine, manned with her crew and the 
party of marines, and assiste~ by the two cutters 
of the Nemesis, armed each with a brass five
pounder, a vigorous attack was made at the left of 
the enemy's position; when, after a most gallant 
defence mnde by the Balaninis, the men lighting 
hand to hand in the water, two of the pl'ahus were 
taken possessjon of. The Nemesis during t llis time 
continued to pour . in grape with much effect, 
though, owing to the heavy ground swell, most of 
the round shot pllSSed into the jungle beyond. At 
four P. M. three of the prohus on the extreme right , 



362 CAPTAlN MUNDY'S JOURNAL. [CUAl'. XIII. 

_'_"'_'_._ castillg off the hawsers, took advantage of a breeze 
which had sprung up, and crowding all sail bore 
away to the eastward, the boats ur:der Captain Grey 
continuing the action on the left. . 

The Nemesis, observing that two of the prahus 
were already captured by the boats, and the other 
six were lying upon the beach deserted by the 
crews, who had fled into the jungle, now steamed 
away in chase of the three prahus above named, 
which were endeavouring to make their escape to
wards Labuan. 

Captain Grey, in the mean while, proceeded to 
secure the prizes which were apparently lying dis
abled on the beach, hut no sooner did the pirates 
observe that the steamer was absent, than they 
l'etUl'ned in force to their vessels, and before Captain 
Grey was enabled to prevent their manoouvre, they 
gaU/l,ntly remanned five of their prahus, launehed 
them with great rapidity, and made a bold attempt 
to pass out to seaward of the eutters. The action 
was immediately res.umed by Captain Grey making 
a combined movement agftinst the largest prahu in 
thc rear, and a smaller one attached to her, and, as 
the other three directly bore down to their support, 
the cutters would have had an overpowering force 
upon them, when Mr. Wallage, observing that the 
boats were thns unequally matched, returned with 
all despatch to their assistance, thus enabling tbe 
pl'ahus, of which the Nemesis was iu chase, to 
continue their course towards Labuan. These were 
shortly afterwards joined by another of th() large 
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class prohus, which having becn driven upon the _ '_"'_'_. _ 
shore at the early part of the conflict had been 
subsequently remanned, and pulling away in the 
direction of her friends, thus made the four th which 
effected their escape to the eastward. 

As soon as the five prahu! in action with the cut
ters aseertaincd t hat the Nemesis wns fl.ga in steam
ing towards them, they discontinued the fight., and 
pulled away to the westward, closely followed by 
the boats. Two hours had now elapsed since the 
commenCement of the boat action, and at this time 
the colour serjean t of marines and six men on board 
the cutters had been wounded, many of them se
riously. They were put on board the steamer so 
soon as she rejoincd, and the chase was then con 
tinued until eight P.M., at which hour t hree of the 
prahus were captured and d~troyed, the other two 
maldng their escape in the dusk of th e evening. 

From this account, it will be seen that out of the 
cleven prahus six effected their escape. One of the 
first class was secured, and jour were destroyed. 
The largest prahu mounted six guns, one of which 
was a brass nine pounder, and carried a crew of 
fifty men. The prahus were protected byampilans, 
or fl at musket proof boards fi tted to the gunnel. 
The total force of the Bnlaninis Oll board t heir 
vessels was about three hundred and fifty men; the 
complement of the Nemesis, including the mcn from 
the Columbine, being oue hundred and fOur. 

The loss all our side was two men killed (llld six 
wounded; that of the pirates Ixtwcen for ty and 
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__ "_'_7,_ fifty dead on the beach, besides ten killed in the 
prahus. 

About 100 captives were in confinement in this 
fleet, chained round the neck i~ coup~cs by rattans; 
many of these unfortunate people were also' killed 
llnd wounded by the fire of the Nemesis, as their 
barbarous masters had obliged them to come up 
fl'Qm below, and sit on the deck during the action. 
None of the pirates were taken alive, which shows 
the desperation with which they fought, indeed, 
strongly as we must reprobate their horrible cru
elties, it is impossible not to admire their bravery 
and undaunted resolution, for it is difficult to 
imagine the impression which the first sight of 
their formidable opponent must have made upon 
them, and the fact of their taking up the best pos· 
sible position fol' mutual support and defence, 
proved that they were not altogether devoid of 
nautical tactics. 

Of the judicious and able conduct of Captain 
Grey, and the officers and men under his orders I 
11eed not speak; he has received the thauks of the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty for the 
gallantry exhibited by himsdf and those under his 
command on this occasion, and the same expres· 
sian of praise has been transmitted to Mr. lVaUage 
through the Hon . Company's department. Mr. 
Harvey and Mr. Wootton, naval cadets, were with 
Captain Grey. Several shot struck the Nemesis, 
but did not penetrate the irOll . The expenditure 
of amrnU11ition on board the steamer was great, 

, 
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160 round shot and nearly 500 charges of grape 
and Cilnister were fired at the pirates; and it is 
not therefore surprising that of the six which es-
cOoped three only mannged to reach their native 
islands in the Sulu sea, the other three having 
foundered 0 11 the passage. On the morning after 
the affray they all touched at the north point of 
J~abunn and took in water from the cascade which 
I have previously described. 

The Nemesis returned to Lahuan the same eve
Iling, where she found the Columbine and Royalist 
at anchol', but those vcssels, being nearly twenty 
miles from the scene of action, knew nothing of the 
pirates being in the vicinity_ 

On thc following morning n AotiIla of native 
gun-boats ani ved from Brune, having been dis
patched by the sultan when the cannonade was 
heard. MI'. Brooke immediately sellt word to his 
highncss that scvcnll of the captives wcre on shore 
in the jungle, and that he trusted they would be 
protected and taken care of by the Borneo go
vernment. 
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Dec. 30.-13y late information we learn, that Dec. 30. 

between forty and fifty of the pirates who had 
taken refuge in the jungle had been captured hy 
the forces of the sultan sent ill pursuit, and were 
brollgllt pl'isoners to Brllne, whilst the numerous 
eapt.ives were liberated and forwarded to Singa-
pore. These mell were principally Chinese and 
Mnlays, and, after wandcring many days in the 
jungle, had found their way to Brune. Here they 



1841. 

CAY.PAIN MUNDY'S J OURNAL. [CHAr. X III . 

wcrc at once kindly t reated, and being confronted 
with the pirates their late masters, arms were put 
into their hands by the orders of the sultan, and 
they werc desired to take vengeance on their op· 
pressors. T his they resolutely refused to do, 
whereupon the sultan commanded that the pirates 
should be immediately executed, which was done by 
the chiefs and armed people rushing upon them 
and cutting them down on the spot. 

The following ddails of the devastations made 
by these pirates previous to their arrival off the 
Borneo r iver have also been received. Separa
ting from the main body of the fleet early in the 
year, they had made the circuit of the island of 
Borneo, and after committing t-he depredations al
ready alluded to, had made an attack on Sirhassan 
in the south Natunas, where they -were repulsed ; 
but landing subsequently in a secure bay, they re· 
pail'ed their vessels, and committed the atrocious 
act of burning one of their Chinese captives alive, 
and perpetrated other orgies too dreadful to relate. 
From thence they stood over to Sarawak, off which 
r iver they held a council of war as to the propriety 
of making a desceut on that rising settlement, but 
understanding that some ships of war were at an
cbor off the town, they thought it . advisable to 
continue their eOUl'5e to the northward; and it was 
at tbe last stage of a cruize of nearly a year's du
ration that, laden with thcir capt ives, and their 
booty, they accidentally fell in with the Nemesis 
a~ she was returning with :Mr. 13t-ooke from Brune 
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thus giving the English raj ah the opportunity on _"_'_'0_ 
the very eve of his departure from Borneo of in-
flicting the severe chastisement which 1 have just 
described. 

In the month of J une .Mr. Brooke returned to 
Sariiwak l where he remained a short time to make 
the indispenl;able arrd-ngemcnts for the govel'nment 
of his province during his proposed visit to his 
native eountrYI and by the July mail steamer he 
started for England. On arriving at Point de Gallel 

Ceylon, 110 fou nd that the branch steamer llad 
already departed for Suez, and he was therefore 
compelled to remain at Colombo till the following 
month. Mr. Bl"OOke finally reached Southampton 
in Oil() of the Oriental Company's steamers on the 
1st of October, where Captain Keppel, and myself, 
with a few of his nearest relat ions, had been some 
days waiting to give him a welcome to his native 
land, from which he had Jx.'ell ahscnt just nine 
years. :Mr. Brooke bad, morcovel', the satisfaction 
of hearing that Captain Keppel llad been appointed 
to the command of her Majesty's ship Meander, 
which fl'igatc the Earl of A ukland had placed at 
the disposal of the rajah for the purpose of con
veying him to Labunn, of whieh island he had 
been appointed governor and commander-in.chief, 
wi th a most · able co-adjutor in Ilis fdenu , Mr. 
Napier, who had at the same t imc becn llominated 
lieutenant-governor. 

I t will, I think, not be out of place, if I llel'c 
briefly relate the positive benefi ts confelTed 011 the 
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civilised world by the extraordinary career of Mr. 
Brooke in the Eastern seas, for I believe that the 
European public at large have hit.herto been to· 
tally ignorant of the practical effcds which have 
arisen from th e energetic policy of this great man; 
and though his own countrymen have long known 
that the shores of Borneo have for ages past been 
infested by pirates, and the sen board of that vast 
island peopled by a race" whose hand Wall against 
every man;" yet I feel assured, that whilst very 
few have been acquainted with the immense num
bel'S and power of the piratical tribes, and with their 
astonishing organisation, exceeding anything that 
was known in the days of the Buccaneers and free
booters of the western hemisphere; they have also 
been equally unaware of the lengthened captivity 
and cruel treatment which the crews of shipwrecked 
and captured vessels met with from the hands of 
their barbarous masters, who it must be remem
bered, inhabiting a coast 700 miles in extent, were 
in league with the great Illanun and Balanini com
munities, and all who fell within the merciless 
grasp of either parLY, met either death or the mi
series of perpetual slavery. 

The navigation of that part of the China sea 
immediately to the northward of Borneo is the 
most dangel'Ous of any part of the globe traversed 
by European vessels. A glance at the map shows 
us a space of water litcmlly studded with coral 
I·cds nlHI pllt<:hcs of rocks, und in stead of being 
surpL'isecl at t!H"! llumbers of uccident$ Wllich an· 
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nually occur to the shipping which entcl' thi.s high. \8-17. 

way of the sen, we are astonished that so many - -
IIhould succeed in passing th rough in safety ; but 
when added to these natural impediments to a 
secure communication with the coost of Chinn and 
the -Philippines (whose commercc is yearly becom-
ing of greater importance to Great Britain), it is 
know n, that in the event of shipwreck there is no 
hope for the wretched mariner if compelled t{) take 
to the boats and to abandon the vessel, we may well 
deplore the lamentable fact, that the great naval 
powers of Christian Europe have not long ago 
united to suppress these enormities. 

T he north·east monsoon during seven months of 
the year blows with great force throughout the 
Chilla seas, bringing with it so heavy a sea that no 
boats could live unless put before the wind. 

Yet to do this would be to beur away for n. 
heathen and merciless land, where certain slavery, 
if not immediate torture and death, awaits them, 
and therefore, as the only other alternative, the 
plan adopted, under these fearful circumstances, 
has been to endeavour to gain the Straits of Singa. 
pore or the Gulf of Siam, where alone a landing 
might be effected with any hope of safety. 

Laying aside, then , all supposit.ions or pl'ophetic 
views of the 'extent of civilisation which may here
after arise from the moral influence and humane 
conduct of Mr. Brooke in his own province of Sa
rfnvak, I will, as I proposed at the commenceinent 
of these remarks, shortly nanate the positive good 
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which has already arisen from bis patient la
bours. 

Each render of t hese vollul}.cS will probably form 
his own opinion, but, to my mind, the astonishing 
fact of the inhabitants of the whole north-west 
coast of BOl'neo, extending' from Cape Datu to 
MaUudu Bay, being now so far wenned from their 
savage habits as to insure the personal safety of any 
European who may be thrown by shipwreck or 
otherwise upon their shores, is the triumph which 
should ever stand the first amongst the many which 
:Mr. Brooke hns achieved in that violent land; 
whilst the knowledge that he has individually been 
the means of rescuing from a stute of slavery be
tween twenty aud thil,ty of his own countrymen, 
and other subjects of his sovereign, who without the 
magic influence of his name would to this day have 
been groaning beneath the yoke of llornean bond
age, must evcr be to him a source of unbounded 
gratification. 

I n confirmation of the knowledge of the change 
in the state of affairs in this quarter, I will observe, 
that not long before Mr. llrooke left Sarawak, a 
large American ship was totally wrecked on some of 
the shoals off the South Natunas, and as this disaster 
occurred at the height of the violent monsoon, the 
boats immediately bore up fo r thc' Borneo coast, 
and, landing in safety, were provided by native 
bo.'l.ts, with whieh they crossed over to Singapore. 

Anothcr g)"cat bcnefit conferred on the commer
cial world by Mr, B)'ooke has hccn the success of the 
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resolute efforts which he systematically carried 011 _'_" _' _ 

for the suppression of piracy. I have already re-
mal'ked, t hat 110 one can be surprised when he reads 
that pirates infest the Easte! n Archipelago, for, 
~canty as our knowledge has hitherto been of t hat 
region, still the early circumnavigators have fre-
qucntly alluded to these rovers of the sea ; but when 
we arc informcd that Dyak fleets of two hundred 
vessels, manned with foul' or fi ve thousand men, 
were frequently cruising off tile province of Sara· 
wak, car rying desolation and destruction in every 
dil-cetion, and at t he Sflme time learnt that Illan ull 
and Balanini fleets, even better organised, and 
equally great as to numbers, were also ravllging the 
shores of every peaceful tr ibe, and render ing the 
navigation of the seas so perilous, that no merchant 
vessel dare approach within the limit of their cruis· 
ing ground, we could scarcely credit this startling 
announcement. Yet so it was! From the many 
accounts of these pirate communities given by 1111'. 
Brooke in various parts of his journals, ' ve arc en-
abled to form an opinion of the magn itude of their 
undertakings, and the subsequent operations of her 
Maj esty's squad ron against them have proved the 
correctness of Mr. Brooke's j udgment as to their 
intrepid character and savage nature. Wherefore 
the renderi ng. the north·west coast of Borneo a 
refuge for the shipwrecked of all nations, and the 
suppression of piracy in the eastern seas, nrc 
whnt I consider the most prominent of the benefif s 
conferred on the civilised world by MI'. Brooke . .. , 
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The opening of the vast coal fields, and the gradual 
development of a rich island, for the mutual be
nefit of his own count.ry, and. of Borneo, together 
with his patient endeuvours to ameliorate the con· 
d i ~ion of the aboriginal inhabitants, are well known 
to the Bl'itish public, who, since his return to his 
native land, have every where received him with 
most marked distinction, and expressed their high 
admiration of his character. 

The first to show llim honour was her Majesty 
the queen, who invited him to -Windsor, and re
ceived him most gl·at:iously; and previously to his 
departure was pleased to hold a long conversation 
with him on the subject of Borneo, and of his 
operations in that quarter of the globe. 

Mr. Brooke was frequently consulted by her :Ma
jesty's ministers relative to the great field about to 

open in those regions for British commerce, and the 
mercantile community throughout the kingdom 
sought information on this important question. 

The lord mayor and aldermen of the metro
polis manifested their opinion of his labours by t.he 
presentation of the freedom of tI!e city of London 
in a gold-box, wIlen one of the lnrgest assemblies 
ever l'emembered at the Guildhall met to witness 
the ceremony. 

Several of the great companies of London in
vited llim to theil' halls, and he was admitted 
as a member of the lIon . Goldsmiths' and Fish
mongers' Companies. The Univc!'Sity of Oxford 
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h,'1lve MI'. Brooke a most flattering reception, amI 
conferred upon him the degree of LL.D. 

Mr. Brooke had, moreover, t he gratificat ion of 
being received as a visitor during his stay in E ng
land at the United Service Club, an honour con_ 
ferl·ed fOl· the fi rst time since the in stitution of 
that establishment on any English gentleman not 
holding either lluval or military rank; but" serving 
so much as my friend Imd done with both the 
serviccs, subsequently to his being compelled t.o 
quit the Indian army from the severity of llis 
wou nds received in the Burmese war, he felt t he 
complimell t pnid to him by the members of the 
United ~ervice Club as one the most agreeable 
to his feelings of any that had been bestowed upon 
him. The example shown by the United Service 
Club was immediately followed by the JUlliol· 
United Service, the Navy aJld Army Club, the 
Athenroum, Travellers', and other literary and sci
entific institutions. 

Finally, at the close of the montll of Nov('m
ber n. very numerous mceting was heldin thc 
Hanover-square Hooms on account of the Borneo 
Mission, which, und('r the direction of his Grace 
the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Lord Bi
shop of London, had been organised in the pre
ceding yem·, and, through the gl'm t exertions of 
the Earl of Ellesmere and the Rev. Charles BI'e
reton, as honol'al·y secretary, with the assistance 
of the otllcl' members of the committee of manage
mcnt, had already received such benefactions mld 

18 .. 7. 
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sUbscriptions as promised to provide an adequate 
fund forthe endowmentof a mission-house and school 
in the province of Sarawak. . Since my return to 
England, at t.he request of the committee, I had 
joined that body, and with Capt. Bethune, and the 
Hon. Capt .. Keppel, attended its meetings, when we 
found the reverend gentlemen, composing the ma
jority of the committee, most willing to receive the 
opinions and suggestions of those who had prac
tical knowledge of the country to which the mi· 
nisters of the Gospel were so shortly to proceed. 

The Lord Bishop of Winchester presided over 
the above meeting, when many admirable speeclies 
wore delivered by his Lordship, by the Lord Bishop 
of Norwich, Sir Robert Ing1is, and other gentle. 
men present; and Mr. Brooke, having been called 
upon to address the assembly, he in most impres
sive and feeling language announced his dekr
rnination of giving the members of the mission 
every support in his power, and expressed a COll

fldcnt belief that. eventual success would attend 
t.heir labours. The collection raised on this occa
sion was considerable, and it is to be hoped that 
much larger contributions will be afforded by the 
sympathizing Brit.ish public, so as to enable the 
missionaries immediately to establish' schools, and _ 
commence the work of educating the Malay and 
Dyak youth, preparatory to the introduction of the 
Gospel in that benighted land. 

Similar meetings have alsu been held at Bath, 
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J£xeter, and otll el' proviJlcinl towns, in aid of t.1li~ 1847. 

important mission. 
Two zenlous ministers of the Church of England, 

.Messrs. 'tII'Dougall an d Wright, embal'ked early tll is 
month, with their wives and families, nnd arc 110W 

on their voyage to Borneo. May God speed their 
labour of love ! 

POSTSCRIPT. 

By recent intelligence from the coast of Borneo, I 1848. 

learn that Rear·Admiral Inglefield , 0,13., Com· 
mander·in-Chief in India and Ohina, had visited 
the sultan at Brune, and found his highness, his 
ministers, and the pangerans, disposed and anxious 
to act up to the treaty made with Great Britain. 

With respect to the capabilities of J~abuan, th e 
rear-admiral states his belief that, when the marshy 
grounds are cleared and drained, it will become a 
valuable settlement, as it possesses the advantages 
of fine timber, a rich virgin soil, and good water. 

The stenme:rs on the station were, at this time, 
supplied wit.h coal from the scam at the north end 
of the island, ' upon which about 200 native work· 
men were employed. J have satisfactory intclli· 
genee from Sariiwnk to the end of December, at 
which date preparations were already in progress 
for t.he erection of the native school house . ... 
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DU'}"ICUI.TIES .OP ORTAINISG JNI'OmIATIO~. - SANTUBONG MOUY
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HOWEVER easy it may appear to trace the geological 
structure of some countries, in Sarawak and indeed 
all other parts of Borneo with which we are ac
quainted, the difficulties of a minute examination 
are almost insurmountable from the unusual density 
of the vegetation and the great depth of alluvial 
soil, covering nearly the whole face of the stratiM 
fication of this almost unknown country. But by 
following, during a very laborious survey, the only 
path then open to examination, we have been able 
to lay down as nearly as possible, on the accom· 
panying plan, the points of junction of the different 
stratifications from the coast at Santubong and 
l\foratabas, and thence we proceed to notice the 
argillaceous slates of the interior, extending for a 
considerable distance eastward into the Sadong 
country. (Sec Plan .) 
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At the bn.sc, and on tIle western side of the San
t ubong I>cak, there nre regulnr conformable beds of 
hard s.'md -st.one, conglomerates, and indurated shnle, 
d ipping N. W. at an nngle of about 18°. T he 
strike of ...these beds runs in a d irect line towards 
t.he peak, which is an abrupt clevation of 2712 feet 
above the level of the sea. T hese beds appear to 
be confOl'mable fol' about a mile northward, as far 
as the lleck of land, which stl'etches out towtlrds the 
sea. T hen the whole formation northward. as far 
ns Tanjang Sepang is much disturbed and con
torted, and intersected by fnul ts, wh ich run in 8.n 
eDst and west direction. Some of these faults 
throw up the lower beds of soft sa.nd-stone and con
g lomerate, as are seen on the south side, which 
would otherwise have been concealed below the 
bed of the sea at this point . AU along t·he cast 
coast tllis neck of land from Scpang rowaNS tIle 
mouth of the Huntal river, we find the stratification 
to correspond with t hat on the west side, until 
wit hin aoout a mile and three qunrtcrs from the 
entrance of the river, where we moet with a. sili
cious deposit on the south of Santubong. 

The Gingang g roup is abou c a mile and three 
quarters south of thc Santubong peak, the formation 
of which is likewise very much disturbed and 
thl'own into 'n confused heap of numerous bouldel·s. 
At the south sidc 'of the bay the lower beds dip 
nearly perpendicularly, inclining towards the nOI>th
cast. They nrc trllvcrsed by thin plates of red 
silica, which is much harth!l' than the general mass. 
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. These plates bear evidence of the deposit having 
been bent by strong pressure endwise, while in a 
soft state. The anncxed fignre, drawn from a. 
block on the spot, displays the lines of contortiOlls 
of these beds. 

Al~hough there is such an abundant mixture of 
tllesc rocks in the vicinity of BUlltal Bay, still the 
only coast section to be obtained of them is at Gin
gang. At the north-east end of this group of hills 
there is a fine fresh water stream, and on tracing 
it to its source, we had to climb perpendicular pre· 
cipices of silicious rock, over which the water falls 
in beautiful cascades, seven in number: on either 
side of the valley there are no regular lines of 8tm
t.ification traceable. At the vel'y top of the higllest 
range we find large rounded boulders, measuring 
from twenty to forty cubic yards, and having the 
appearance of being much water worn . Im me
diately at the back of the highest fall, I he stream 
branches off into many little rivulets which are fed 
from the various springs of the higher ground_ 

A little to the south, where the strcnm empties 
itself LlI to the Snntubong rivCl', large boulders of 
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rcd granite are fOUl)d lying on the silicious forma
tion, but in no other part of this vicinity; or in
deed in the ter ritolT, dowe find any troee of grnnitc 
of any description, and the presence of these 
crrotic blooks, associated as they nrc with the sili
cious deposit, leads to the supposition that an in
trusion of granite exists in the bed of the river 
between Snntubong and Gingang. On the opposite 
side of the river there is no t roee of similur rock, 
neither is there any on Monkey island, situated about 
three quarters of a mile west of the waterfall river. 
This little islnnd is one heap of large boulders of 
eonglomernte and sandstone, such ns is found lying 
in regular beds, on the east side of the peak. 

The igneous rocks lying at the back of the sili
ceous deposit nrc again found about ten miles north 
cast of Telok-Laki and Tanjong Po, where good 
eoa~t sections are obtained. On continuing our 
course along the coast towards the Moratiibns river, 
we likewise find good sections of the fclspathic rocks, 
which run for about six miles into the interior. 
The lands to the east Jie flat, and being covered 
with a great thickness of alluvial soil, renders it 
difficult to trace the extelLt of these formations in 
that direction. On t·he west of the Mungu SlJari 
hills, and on the banks of the Sernil and Tnbu 
rivers we find the felspathic rock beginning to be 
decomposed, and on proceeding furthcr south it is 
met with in a state of fine whitc porcelain clay. 

At Sungi Seol and eastward as far as L intang 
and at the mouth of the Gundcr river, it is largely 
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intermixed with small white quart.zose pebbles. 
At the angle of the river at 'fanah-puti, about two 
miles and a half cast of Sarlbi'uk, the same clay is 
seen ; but the pebbles exist only on the surface, 
which is covered with a bed of fine white gravel of 
about two feet thick. Ncar Mungu Riam, on the 
Riam r iver, and at the angle of the long reach of 
the Quop river, the same description of white clay 
is again found , covered with a white detrital matter 
as at Tanah-puti. Here there is some diffic ulty in 
determining the j unction of the sand-stone form
at.ion with that of the felspathic clay. At Batu 
Kawa and 8i Tupck, the sand-stone deposit is 
found thrown up in a confused mass as far as the 
base of the Singhi mountain, and cast of l\Iungu 
1lfnkal. On the banks of the Tarusangong river the 
whole contoui' of the country is flat, with scarcely 
any trace of this formation visible : nevertheless, 
where it is seen in the low, flat distr icts it generally 

.lies conformable, except near the junction on the 
porphyrit.ic rocks. These btter arc first met with 
on the Sal'awak river, at. Ledah-tanah, at the point 
where the rivers Siniawan and Saruwak meet. and 
about half a mile south of the junction of t he Quop 
river. Five miles cast of Lednh-tanah, we find these 
rocks runnillg westward from Mungu Panchu r and 
Gunong-Scunyet, extending to Sarambo, 1IIurong, 
Hnd Haat mountains. The whole mass at t hese 
places is of a greenish colour, and appear>! an 
earthy compound of fdspar and small crystals of 
quart.:/. ; it. is much disturbed Hnd intennillglcd 
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with bouldcrs of felspathic rock, termi nating amidst 
limestone formation on the south; wh ilst on the 
northern side it is overlapped by the light-red 
sand·stone of tile Sillghi and Si·Tapuk mountains, 

South of Sarnmbo t.he limestone fOl'lnation joins 
that of the porphyry; but as we proceed eastward 
ulong the line of junction of the limestone and POl'· 
plly:'itic systems, and about a mile and a quar ter 
from the Sal'ftwak river, we find un intrusion of 
igneous rocks very largely t,)'uvel'scd by quartzose 
.... eins, in some parts mueh resembling net-work, 
but in others they run more rcgula.rly, The green, 
igneous subst.ance wllieh separates these quartzose 
threads has an irony appearance after n. consi
derable e"posurc to the atmosphere, as if they had 
been subjected to a certain degree of heat; and it 
will be seen , on refl.lrring to the map, that the 
area occupied by t.his substance is very consi
derable, extending into the Sadong mountain, and 
thence skirting the limestone fOl'mation through 
the Nanbi "alley, and passing the Jinan village in 
a direct line to the Siadong river, and then in an 
eastel'1y direction to .Malikin, An igneous form
II.tiOll of 11 similar character is also found at a small 
island about seven miles and a half west of San
tubong peak, called Little Satang, The difference 
between tIle 'rocks at Quop and Little Satang is, 
that at the latter plrice they arc not so Im'gely tm
ve)'sed with quartzose veins; but they partake 
more of all amagdoloid ch,.tracter, 

On the south side of tile Nanbi valley the lime-
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stone fOl'm1ttion rises abruptly against that of the 
igneous rocks of the Sidong range. Oil the north, 
the whole surface of this nar~ow valley is covered 
with iron-stone, much resembling scpria, and pos
sessing a powerful polarity. The same descrip
tion of iron-stone is found ill great quantities at 
Jaang, situated south of the Sarambo mountains, 
imbedded in the alluvial soil. In the same locality 
are likewise found immense boulders of fclspar, tra
versed by pipes or needles of antimony ore, lying 
near the junction of the porphyry and limestone 
formations. The former, as well as the igneous 
rocks, from their fractured and disturbed condition, 
appear to have burst with sudden violence through 
the beds of sandstone and limestone with which 
they arc now associated, 

Following the course of the rivers southward, we 
find a continuation of the limestone formation for 
about ten miles. On the right side of the Staat 
river is the Gunong Staat mountain, and on tlle 
left that of Gunong Tabong. They rise almost 
perpendicularly from the base to the summit, and 
are composed of limestone. At Gunong Tabong 
we discovered the existence of some immense caves, 
and the effect on entering them was most remark
able from their extraordinary dimensions and the 
magnificent appea,ranee of the stalactites forming, 
as it wet'C, pillars fo r the support of the roof, 
indeed giving the beholdcr the idea of a most 
exquisite work of art. We could not learn to what 
purpose these caves had been appropriated; but 



they appea l- lo lUl.vC served for habitation or temples, 
and they are still frequented by the natives j yet 
the only means of access is by climbing over im
mense blocks of stone, by the aid of the branches 
of the trees which grow here in great luxuriance. 
The stains of oil visible on the stalactites, which 
appear to have been used for pedestals for lamps 
to burn on, lead to the conclusion that these caverns 
may have been used for habitation or places of 
worship, most probably the latter, Their sides arc 
smooth, bearing every appearance of being water
worn; and there are likewise smaller chambers 
within. 

This mountain is as unstmtified as that of Sa
rambo, being, as we have already observed, of lime
stone. Its dimellsions arc not great, hut it rises 
to the height of about 250 feet. 

Caverns of still greater magnitude exist in Gu
nang Mungu Nanbi, one of the mountnins on the 
south side of the Nanbi valley ; and it is said that 
they have been explored by the Dyaks fOI· a. con
siderable distance under the mountain: large sta
lactites are visible from the mouth, like those in 
Tabong, and the beautiful appearance of t he per
spective is very striking. At Jaang the limestone 
curves round to the southward with the igneous 
rocks lying close against it. 

About five miles N. W. of the Sidcnn range is 
found an unusual mass of fossil remains and bi
valved shells, bones of large size, as well as a va
riety of vegetable impressions. The same dcscrip-
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t ion of petrifactions are likewise met with at 
Penkallan Batu on the ballks of t he Samr)()k river, 
one of the tributaries of the Samarahull . 

Tracing the limeston e from the. Nanbi valley 
over a very mountainous district as far u.s Sampro, 
we find the rallge to continue from the west of 
Sampro mountain, nor th and south. Half way be
tween this point and Buso there is n. mountain 
known by the natives for generations past as the 
Gunong Api, or the fire mountain; and it is sup
posed, as its name would indicate, to have been an 
active volcano. T he scoriolaccous matter fonnd 
thr<;lughout the district would warrant this COli

elusion, and accounts for t.he appearance of iron 
and other orcs on the exterior. 

As the whole of the geological character of the 
district in question is very much contorted, it bc
comes difficult to determine the exact dip, and 
consequently much obscurity prcvails from Tan
jong Sipang on the coast, to Scnnah southward into 
the interior. 

The mineral veins already discovered in the ter
ritory of Sarr~wak arc few, but those known arc of 
the most valuable descript ion . The existence of 
gold is manifest, from the circumstance of its being 
found in great quant ities mixcd with the soil, and 
detrital matter which is brought down into the 
valleys by the mountain st.reams after heavy rain. 

Immediately ill the vicinity of Bow and BU50, at 
a. place called Juang, at the back of Sarambo, tIle 
Ch inese and Malays fOl'm pits of about ten yards 
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square, where the soil is -liquefied· to such a degrcc, 
that, by keeping a current constantly running into 
the pond, the suhstance becomes so thin, thllt the 
metal necessarily fall s to the bottom. The upper 
sud'ace of this liquid mass is aHowed to drain off, 
when the heavier precipitation is hand-wasI H~d , by 
whieh means gold·dust is obtained in large (Iuan
tities. When the torrents h(l.ve sufficiently sub
si~cd, afrer heavy rains, the natives abl\ndon the 
localities in which they usually wash the alluvial 
soil fol' the beds of the rivers above the influence 
of the tide, for the purpose of washing the detritus 
which is brought down from the high ground of 
the interior. The spot selected for this operation 
is invariably above a paddock or shoal, where the 
stream has met with some obstruction, so that 
the metallic substance, which has been held in . 
suspension by the velocity of the cun-ent, hILS time 
to precipitate itself. In such situations, it is 
known that a man may obtain about a quarter of 
an ounce of gold in the course of two hours. 

The land north of Quop, Sidean , Scunyet, Sa
rambo, and Buso, as far as the sea, skirting the 
base of the Singhi and Matang Mountains, on the 
west side, is an immense plain, covered with an 
unusual thickness of alluvial soil; whilsc to the 
south the whole contour of the country becomes 
mountainous;very contorted, and uneven. Stand
ing on Raat Mountain, the sea is visible at Santu
bong and Moratabas, a distance of about seventeen 
miles ; a.nd the Dutch territory of Sambas, to the 

VOL. 11. c c 

385 



386 GEOLOQY O~· SARAWAK. 

southward, is seen about twenty miles distant. The 
whole of this immense district contains, more ' or 
less, gold-dust, and is very little above the level of 
the sea. The most productive workings, at the 
present time, arc at the base of Buso; on the north 
side and in the valley between the limestone and 
porphyry at J aang to the south of Sarambo, as 
already observed. Gold-dust is likewise abundantly 
obtained in the Sarawak river, near Sennah, lying 
several miles to the southward of Sampro; but, 
after leaving the limestone formation, very little is 
found. 'Much obscurity, however, prevails as to 
its origin; the probability is, that the limegtone is 
traversed and intersected by mineral faults, which 
are much expm~ed to the influence of abrasion from 

• 
mountain torrents, and hence its presence in this 
locality may bc accounted for. 

At the base of Gunong-japang·bat.u, and in the 
bed of a small rivulet, which empties itself into the 
Rundap river, are found stream tin, and lead, with 
some grains of gold; the former predominating. 
Following the same direetioTl eastward, into the 
Sadong river, we find gold and diamonds. In the 
territory of Sariiwak, the latter are principally and 
most abundantly obtained at Sanw., near the Sidean 
Hills. (See map) . The stratum in which they are 
found is a bed of black gravel, from twenty to 
twenty-six inches in thickness, covered with about 
ten feet of yellow, and nine feet of white felspathic 
clay, largely intermixed with quartzose pebbles. 
From the beds where the diamonds ure found, the 
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nati ves collect pebbles, with which, whcn reduced 
to a finc powder, they polish these and othcr pre
cious stones. The pebbles selected for this purpose 
arc of a dark brown colour, and when bl"Okcn have 
a saccharine texture. 

Again, refcrring to Juang, Buso, and Bow, where 
gold-dust is collected from the soil, we may ob· 
serve, tllat alltimony ore is to be added to the list 
of metallic productions of these districts . . From 
Bow to Duso, the vein lies nearly horizontal, in the 
limestone formation, and is easily traced, skilting 
the rocky cliff, some miles eastward of the latter 
place; where it appears t() be very much dislocated 
and broken, until it finally enters the Jaang valley. 
Here it is ent,ircly lost sight of ns n. lode, but it is 
found in large boulders of limestone and felspnthic 
)·ock. For a considerable number of years, and 
during the governorship of rajah Mudn Hassim, the 
Malays obtained their antimony from Jaang only; 
but when it was discoyered, in a solid scam, at 
Euso and Bow, they abandoned the mines at J aang, 
the ore being considered superior, although, that of 
Janng surpasses, in quality, any of our continental 
home produce. 

Intermixed with the soil and boulders of an
timony are lumps of iron ore of the scoriolace· 
ous character alrcady described. The aborigines 
(Dyaks) manufacture their best parangs, or swords, 

• 
from tMs description of ore, by the following pri-
mitive, but simple process. A small clay pit is 
dug, twelve inches de<!p, three inches square at the 
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bottom, and increasing to about nine inches at the 
top, this serves for the snelting furnace: t.hen, with 
two large bambo canes, about three feet long, and 
three to four inches in diameter, for cylinders, - a 
smaller cane inserted at the bottom; to act as the 
tweer, and a bundle of feathers as a piston, - ' the 
apparatus is completed. The tweers arc so placed 
us to admit the jet of blast,. about two and a half 
inches above the bottom of the pit, - the pistons 
arc set in motion by the hund, and, when all is 
prepared, the pit is about half filled with wood 
charcoal, 011 which is placed a certain quantity of 
iron ore; and in about the space of an hour and II. 

half, the whole is fused. The slag is then nllowed 
to run off, and the metal beillg partially cooled, it is 
taken out and placed in another similarly con
structed furnace, where the process of heating is 
repeated, for the purpose of refining it, Whilst 
in a liquified state, the metal is puddled, and then 
forged on a large stone, (an iron anvil is preferred, 
if available), By this process, from two to threc 
pounds of iron is made, sufficient fOl' the manufac
turn of one parang, and when finished, the fibre is 
found to be fine and closely arranged; and the 
steel thus produced is equal to any made in Europe: 

The state in which the iron ore is found bears 
strong evidence, of its having been, at some period, 
subject to the action of fire , and afterwards to the 
influence of moving Wl.lter, This inference is drawn 
from the sCOl'iolaccous ap[K!aJ'UII CC of the minel'3.i, 
fro m its rounded und abraded form, and from 
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t he locality and detached manncr in which i t is 
discovered imbedded in the alluvinl soil The 
sumc dcscription of metallic 0 1'0 is met with, in 
like manner, ovel' a very considerable area of the 
country j extending from Raat mountain, west· 
ward, to Sadong, a distance of about forty miles, 
and from Snriiwak, southward, to Senn nh, It is 
observed, also, to be more abundant in the vicinity 
of the porphyry and igneous formations tllan in 
any other locality. The Nanbi valley, as far us 
J aang, and thence eastward, to i\lalikin, about six 
miles from Sndong, is most prolific in this ore, and 
its qual ity is, in every respect, far superior to that 
obtained at.Bow, Bnso, or Jaangj but somc, which 
is found ncar the siliceous fonnation at Gingang, 
appears to be very superior, even to this; its 
positive and negative polarity being much more 
powcrful than any other. 

The discovery of lead and tin in the territol'y of 
Sarawak being but recent, does not admit of much 
being said on the subject of these metals. The 
stream specimens of the former description of ore, 
which were obtained from the bed of a small rivulet 
running at the base of Gunong.japnng-Batu arc, of 
wllat is denominated native lead-almost pure, and 
is found in the igneous district . Stream tin is known 
to exist in l a~ge quantities east of Sa.rawak, in the 
Sarebas and Sadong, territories. These minerals 
when fairly developed, thore is every reason to 
infer, will prove of great importance as an article 
of commerce fOI' the China market . . " 
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To the south of Sennah where the limestone de
posit is overlapped by the sandstone and clay shale 
formations, there is strong evidence of the existence 
of coal between that place and tne Sambas boundary. 
The shales which are seen at Sennah closely re
semble those of the coal formations of England and 
Wales. At Sungan, a Dyak village, about mid-way 
between Timah and Sennah, the same description of 
shale is observed, dipping south at an angle of 
about 30°; but here the shales arc very much dis
located, and large boulders arc observed inter
mixed with those of sand·stone. The abraded and 
fluted appearance of these rocks, although now far 
removed from the influence of t idal action, lead to 
the inference that the sea. formerly wn.shed their 
base. From the presence of clay formations in 
these localities, it is but reasonable to anticipate 
that a very favourable result will follow a diligent 
seareh to the southward. 

From the territory of Sara.wak we now proceed 
to the coal fonnations on the Brunc rivet, which 
runs from P ulo·Cherimon, at its mouth, to the city 
of Brune, a distance of about nine miles, between a 
ridge of hills ranging from 300 to 400 feet in 
height, which are covered with long grass, jungle, 
and forest trees. At the back of these hills lies the 
Kiangi valley, drained by a small stream of the 
same name, which empties itself into the Brune, 
near the city. Following the windings of this littJe 
river for about thl'ce miles fmm the town, layers of 
shale and sand.stonc, with small particles of lignite 
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arc met with; and further east from the city, and 
about a third of a mile from the banks of the river, 
we find a seam of coal crossing its course nenrly at 
a right anglc. On clearing the banks on both 
sides of thc rivcr thc thickness of the seam was 
most satisfactorily ascertained to be eleven feet, 
inclining N. \V., at an angle of dip 80°. On either 
side of the seam arc six inch thick layers of soft 
bluc shale, containing foli ated plates of coal; then 
a soft sand-stone. 

About 220 yards to thc south-west, and in the 
d irection of the strike of t he seam of coal, a dyke 
or fault exists, composed of inflammable rock, 
fonning a perpendicular cliff of about 250 feet in 
height. This fault crosses the strike of the coal, 
and in all probability disarranges its course in that 
direction. 

F ollowing the channel of the r ivcr for about 
120 yards S.B. through soft sand-stone, we find a 
non-bituminous seam of coal three feet four inches 
in thickness; then a scam of yellow clay two feet 
thick, lying upon two f~t of clay shale, containing 
very thin foliated plates or layers of coal. About 
cighty yards further up the stream we come upon 
a vein seven inches thick of bituminous shale, lying 
on, and covered with light sand-stone. 

At Buwong-Manis, which is about a quarter of a 
mile from the sou~hern bank of the river, and about 
three miles from Brune, there are beds of bitu
minous shale, pl'ecisely similar in character to those 
alf(;lldy described in the Kiangi valley, Jarg<!ly 
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intermixed with light soft sandstone. The sf·rati
fication is in a very disturbed and dislocated can· 
dition, and the same observation applies to the 
whole district westward as far a's Gunong Si, and 
northward of that point as far as the city. West 
of Buwong-tuyuruk, on the north side of the river, 
the red mineral water is seen in the flat, marshy 
lands. Some small thin beds of shale and iron
stone are likewise found in the same vicinity. On 
the south side of the river uud nearly at the south
western end of the city, indurated clay and bitu
minous shales arc traced lying on a soft, )'ed sand
stone, similar to that found at Buwong-tuyuruk, 
but very different to what is seen at IGangi and 
13uwong-Manis. 

Follo\ving the river seaward, there are no indi
cations of coal formations to be found until we 
come to Pula-Cheri man, a small island at its mouth. 
Here a seam of coal exists ten inches thick, resting 
on a bed of bituminous shale, four feet in thickness, 
which is easily separated into thin plates. The 
faces of these plates bear impressions of plants im
perfectly marked. The coal is hard and bright, 
and of a non· bituminous quality; it dips north-cast 
nearly perpendicularly; within about thirty yards 
from the place this scam of coal shows itself, there 
arc large boulders of soft sandstone containing 
pebbles of coal. About three quarters of a mile 
north of Pulo-Cherimon is a small island, Pulo-ka
Ingaran, so called, from the quantity of coral found 
on its eflstem sl101'e. On tIle western side a smull 



COAL. 

scam of coal has been discovered ten inches thick, 
d ipping at the angle of 80" ellStward, and lying 
between two beds of bituminous shale ; which bears 
a very strong resemblance to that at Buwong 
Manis. The associating rocks are a light soft sand
stone, indeed the whole of this island is of the same 
formation, and very much contorted; it docs not 
lie more than fifty feet above the level of the sea. 
Some miles to the north-west is situated Pula-Mo
arm., where traces likewise of coal have been dis
covered, and when time shall have developed these 
districu , the seams of Moarra will doubtless be 
found to be a continuation of tllOSC at Kiangi. 

On viewing the position of the coal from IGangi to 
Moarrn, and its connection with the Brune river, 
there can be but little doubt that a. large coal field 
exists, and that upon further rcsearch it will prove 
far more extensivc than is at present known. And 
should it appear that the coal at :Moarra is the same 
as that at Kiangi, large and profitable works may 
be established on the island or on the mainland 
contiguous to it. 

:Near the northern end of the island of Labuan 
we agnin find coal, at high tide lcvcl, at the base 
of the cliff ; the thickness of th e seam was as. 
certained to be only twenty inches, dipping at an 
angle of about 18". Subsequent search being 
made thro·ugh the jungle to the wcstwa.rd, the 
seam hIlS been discovered to crop out to thc surface 
ten fect in thickncss; instances of veins at the 
crop being considerably thicker than at n deeper 
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level are not infrequent. About 200 ynrds south 
of the coal there exists a bed of sandstone, inter
mixed with pebbles of coal in every respect similar 
to that found at Pulo-Cherimon·; and south of this 
point the whole is found to be composed of a sand
stone formation, containing likewise particles of 
coaL It should be observed that these beds are at 
least a hundred fathoms below the coal; it may 
therefore be inferred, that, at the period when they 
were deposited, the coal in the vicinity must have 
been subject to abrasion from tidal action. But as 
coal beds do not appear on the island of Labuan 
below that already discovered, it may be inferred 
that these pebbles of coal, which are found in the 
bed of sandstone, have been extracted from a seam 
or seams on the mainland. The presence of coal in 
the Brune river, and at Pulo-Moarra warrants the 
supposition that this abraded matter may have been 
transported by tidal action from these points, and 
deposited in the bed of the sea where the island of 
Labuan is now found. 

On the beach about half a mile north of the har
bour we may observe new matter almost in the 
course of formation, by the amalgamat.ion of its 
various materials, sueh as sand, shells, and pebbles; 
with a spring of water, holding a very considerable 
quantity of calcareous matter in suspension. Du
ring _the fine weather, the intense heat of the sun 
causes the water of this spring to evaporate ra
pidly, and the lime which is n()cessarily deposited, 
fills the interior of the shells, and cements the 
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whole together . The violence of the waves, how· 
ever, during the wet monsoon, thl'O\vS it all into 
a state of confusion, whieh on the return of fine 
weather, reforms itself into more detached masses, 
and on n. lengthened exposure to the hea·ted atmo
sphere, becomes as hard and solid as limestone. It 
is singular, however, that the action of calcareous 
springs is not observed elsewhere to be so rapid 
and powerful. 
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